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Preface

The Bible Speaks For Itself

For ages men have pondered about God.  Some have wondered whether He exists.  Others have wondered what He is like.  Some have contemplated the vast, awesome universe and wondered if God is concerned about our relatively tiny planet.  Others have looked into microscopes and reflected upon a God who, with incredible, infinite delicacy designed countless little galaxies of atoms and molecules, from which all matter in the universe is made.  

Many religious people have read the Bible believing it is God's Word.  Many skeptics have ridiculed those who do.  Many other people would like to believe the Bible but are afraid to admit it, because of such ridicule.  Many scholars think the Bible is just a collection of myths, folk tales, legends, and traditions accumulated gradually, containing little meaning, if any.  

Of those who do believe the Bible, some believe just the Old Testament.  Others believe just the New Testament.  Christians tend to believe that the Old Testament was "done away."  Most Jews believe that the New Testament was never inspired.  Both Old and New Testaments contain climactic "end-time" prophecies which have never been fulfilled.  Many wonder if those predicted events will ever come to pass.  

Some doubt.  Some believe.  Some scoff.  Some defend.  There is much disagreement.  We are left, seemingly, in a state of confusion.  Questions are raised which, in actual fact, are of vital concern to all.  

The questions are: Does God exist?  If so, has He been at all concerned with or involved in man's history?  Is the Bible divinely inspired?  If so, can its meaning be understood?  What is its meaning?  Did "Bible days" end some two thousand years ago, or do our days fit into a divine scheme of history as well?  Will the prophecies of the Bible ever be fulfilled?  If so when?  Was Jesus the Messiah who was prophesied to come in the pages of the Old Testament?  If so, then why didn't He do what the Jews expected the Messiah to do -- to restore the kingdom of Israel on earth in all its glory, and become its divinely-appointed king?  Will the "second coming" of Jesus Christ ever occur?  If so, when?  And what will happen at that time?  

These are ultimate questions countless numbers of people have faced.  Throughout history the answers have not been readily apparent.  More people will face them.  They are questions involving history, theology, the meaning of life and the future of our planet.  

But God doesn't want us merely to ponder the questions.  He wants us to investigate thoroughly His Word where both the answers and the proofs are.  Ironically, the answers to the big questions have been available all the while.  They were given by God to man in the pages of the Bible long ago -- but in an awesome, unexpected manner!  

It is only when we have the overview of the Bible clearly in mind that we can begin to see that there is a definite Master-Plan of human history, and that the pattern or blueprint for that Master-Plan was clearly established at the time of Creation -- long before man began pondering the questions which now perplex him so greatly!  

The Bible contains the record of how God's Master-Plan of human history unfolded during its first four thousand years, and also contains the keys for understanding the entire chronological time-frame of human history from beginning to end.  When we understand it, we will no longer be in doubt of God's existence or the inspiration of the Bible.  We will begin to see how we fit into the picture today and how extraordinary events and a new age are in store for the future.  

No one is able to refute the Bible, and no one needs to defend it.  For, as we shall see, the Bible proves its own inspiration by the God of Whom it speaks.  Yes, the Bible explains, proves, defends, and speaks for itself.  

Introduction

A Day to God is as a Thousand Years

There is a principle that the closer to the beginning a particular Biblical narrative is, the more basic and foundational it becomes to understanding the Bible as a whole.  The introductory remarks of a speaker or writer lay the groundwork for the remainder of his presentation.  A person's childhood experiences influence the rest of his life.  And in similar fashion the Bible is written in a logical progression with the keys of understanding at the beginning.  

So it is that the narrative which serves as an introduction to the entire Bible, the account which tells of God creating the heaven and earth in the context of a seven-day week, provides a most vital key to understanding the Bible's overall message.

The Creation Account is authentically ancient -- the oldest piece of literature handed down through the ages.  It was placed at the beginning of the Bible by Moses, at God's direction, for at least two special reasons.  First, it is a historical record of the week in which God created man, written in poetic or artistic form, as the Creation itself is a work of art.  Second, it is a model and a prophecy of an incredibly Greater Creation which God is accomplishing, not in seven days but in seven great eras of time, over the course of human history.  


A New Heaven and Earth
God "created heaven and earth" in six days, and rested on the seventh day.  According to Genesis 2:1, "the heavens and the earth were finished" at the end of the sixth day.  The physical creation was complete and functioning smoothly so that on the seventh day all was in a state of peaceful, holy rest.  

This is a model of the manner in which God is creating a new heaven and earth.  

"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth," says God (Isaiah 65:17).  This Master-Project was begun at the very outset of human history, when God placed man upon the earth.  It will be fully operational in the seventh era of human history, at a time described in the book of Revelation by the Apostle John when he said, "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth" (Rev. 21:1).  What he saw was a perfectly sinless civilization encompassing the whole earth, under the direction of God's government, functioning smoothly and happily.  

God is "the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end" (Rev. 21:6).  In other words, God started human history, and He will finish it!  He placed Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden to "be fruitful and multiply" and begin a civilization that would fill the earth -- a world that should have been based on God's way of life, symbolized by the Tree of Life.  Adam and Eve, however, yielded to Satan and defied God's authority, thus failing to start humanity off on the path of righteousness -- and the earth has become corrupt as a result (Genesis 6:11-12, Matthew 24:37).  But God never fails to accomplish what He sets out to do.  He had a way to save man from his mistakes and transgressions, and still fulfill His Original Purpose through man (starting with the creation of a perfect, righteous civilization on earth).  

He has been working toward that goal steadily throughout the first six eras of history, now almost complete, and when the seventh era comes, the New Creation will be in full effect upon the earth.  


A Thousand Years as One Day
In order to understand, then, how the Genesis Creation Account opens up the rest of the Bible, as well as the overview of God's entire Master-Plan, it is important -- of crucial importance in this discussion -- to notice that the Bible tells us what a "day" is like from God's perspective:

"But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day" (II Peter 3:8).

A day to God is as a thousand years.  It's no wonder, then, that God told Adam, "in the day" that you eat (of the forbidden fruit), you will surely die" (Gen.  2:17).  Adam ate, and died as God said he would -- nine hundred thirty years later (Gen.  5:5)!  He died "in the day" as God views a day, as a thousand years.  The word "millennium" means "one thousand years."  We could say, then, that Adam died seventy years short of a millennium, and that he lived on the "First Millennial Day."

Moses knew that a thousand years were as a day to God.  He wrote, in a prayer preserved through generations and included in the book of Psalms, "For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is gone" (Psalm 90:4).  

God revealed to the Apostle John that the era of human history following the second coming of Christ will last specifically for a thousand years.  This period of time is commonly referred to as the Biblical "Millennium," and will actually be the seventh millennium or "Seventh Millennial Day" of human history: 

"And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand years .  .  .  that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled .  .  .  .

"And I saw thrones, and they [Christ and the Saints] sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them .  .  .  .  and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years .  .  .  .

" .  .  .  they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years" (Revelation 20:2-6).


Six Thousand Years of History

Let us ask, then, how long has human history been going on from the time God placed man upon the earth, until the present?  

Bible chronology shows that there were approximately two thousand years from Adam's creation until the time of Abraham (contained in just the first few chapters of Genesis).  

It also shows that there were approximately two thousand years from the time of Abraham until the time of Jesus Christ -- the period with which the bulk of Bible history is concerned (roughly from the twelfth chapter of Genesis to the New Testament).  

And, of course, there have been approximately two thousand years from the time of Jesus Christ until the present.  

This totals up to six thousand years of human history, falling into three neat divisions, each approximately two thousand years in length (with the vast majority of the Bible story contained in the second, or middle division).  

2000 years from Adam to Abraham

2000 years from Abraham to Christ

2000 years from Christ to our time

Total: 6000 years


Answers to Life's Most Important Questions

Let us begin to examine human history from God's perspective, a thousand years being viewed as a "day."  For as we do, we shall see that God's Master-Plan calls for seven thousand years, or Seven Millennial Days; that the Seven Millennial Days of human history follow the pattern laid down in the Genesis Creation Account; and that we are living today near the end of the Sixth Millennial Day, with the most climactic phase of God's plan just ahead of us now.  

And the once-perplexing questions we discussed above will be replaced with solid, crystal-clear answers.  

The Genesis Creation Account is the "Divine Blueprint" of history.  It provides the keys to understanding the invisible things of God, unlocking the rest of the Bible and proving that God's hand has been, and is now guiding the history of the earth in a masterful, unseen way.  It is the model for God's great creation of a New Heaven and Earth, the perfect civilization He intended to produce through Adam and Eve from the beginning.  

That new civilization will be the kingdom of God on earth.  It is the goal which God has been working toward for six thousand years.  It is the hope which all the righteous men and women of the Bible looked forward to throughout their lives.  It will be a world totally devoid of Satan's influence -- a "Millennial Sabbath Day," a thousand years of "holy history" under God's perfect government of love.  

Chapter One

The First Millennial Day

It was with deliberate purpose that, when God made light, He noted that it was "good."  He did not make the same observation about darkness.  Rather, He divided the light, which was good, from the darkness: 

"And God said, Let there be light, and there was light.  And God saw the light, that it was good, and God divided the light from the darkness.  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night" (Genesis 1:3-5).  

God's act of dividing light from darkness carries the most important, deeply significant lesson in the whole Bible.  It shows man that God has everything to do with "light," and nothing to do with "darkness." 


"This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all" (I John 1:5). 

Throughout the Bible "light" consistently portrays the things which come forth from God, and God's way of life.  "Darkness," on the other hand, symbolizes the things which originate with Satan -- the way which, for man, leads to death.  

While "God is light, and in him is no darkness at all," (I John 1:5), Satan is called chief of the "rulers of the darkness of this world" (Ephesians 6:11-12) and "the god of this world" (II Corinthians 4:4).  Therefore, God is the "God of light" while Satan is the "god of darkness." 



Angel Rebellion

There was once a horrible rebellion of one-third of the angelic realm, led by Satan.  We are told that "there was war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not, neither was their place found any more in heaven.  And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world.  He was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him" (Revelation 12:7-9).  

Satan was once an archangel named Lucifer, created by God, perfect in all his ways, who tried to overthrow God in His position of supreme authority over all which He had created (Isaiah 14:12-14, Ezekiel 28:12-17).  

That is why the second verse of the Bible shows that "darkness" was in existence before the time of man.  This rebellion of angels and "war in heaven" brought about that condition of "darkness" in the universe.  "God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down .  .  .  and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment" (II Peter 2:4).  

Whenever God creates something, it is in a state of perfection, beauty and light.  That was the condition of the heaven and earth when originally created in Genesis 1:1.  The angels were already in existence at the time of this creation -- they shouted for joy when they saw it (Job 38:4, 7).  But after the Satanic rebellion (probably ages after Gen.  1:1), "the earth was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep" (Gen.  1:2).  


Two Trees in the Garden

One-third of God's angels had rebelled against the authority of their Creator.  The earth, as well as heaven, was in a state of waste and decay.  God had to repair the damage, restore order to the universe, and lay a foundation for the security of future eternity.  He set out to do so by rejuvenating the earth in seven days ("Creation Week") and placing man upon it, intending to teach man (and angels, through man's example) the supreme lesson of following his Maker, the God of light, not Satan, the god of darkness!  

This would be the same lesson which God later placed at the very beginning of the Ten Commandments: "Thou shalt have no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3).  

God put two very special trees in the Garden of Eden, at the outset of human history, to teach this vital lesson.  They were symbolic of obedience to and rebellion against His authority.  One tree represented God and His way of life; the other represented Satan and his way of rebellion.  God's tree, the Tree of Life, would lead man to eternal life.  Satan's tree, the tree of knowledge of good and evil, would lead man to death: 

"And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you must not eat of it, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die" (Gen.  2:16-17).

God had given a commandment to man.  It was a test.  The famous story is contained in chapters two and three of Genesis.  Satan, in the form of a serpent, persuaded Adam's wife, Eve, to break God's command, and Adam followed her in doing so.  God's reaction was swift and resolute: 

"Lest he .  .  .  take also of the Tree of Life, and eat, and live forever, therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden .  .  .  .  So he drove out the man, and placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the Tree of Life" (Gen.  3:22-24). 

So, just as God "divided light from darkness" on the first day of Creation Week, God divided Himself from Satan on the First Millennial Day of human history by casting man away from His Presence when he chose to follow Satan.  God divided His way ("the way of the Tree of Life") from Satan's way; and taught once and for all time that God will not tolerate rebellion.  

Man was now, indeed, cut off from God -- in a state of spiritual "darkness."  Man would proceed to "be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth" -- but the civilization that would develop would not be built on the foundation of God.  Rather, Satan would become the "god of this world." 

When people fall into spiritual darkness, they can no longer "see" the difference between right and wrong.  God wants us to be able to discern the difference between good and evil (Heb.  5:12-14).  We can only do so by walking in light.  

Lesson of the Two Trees

God's way of life ("light") was pictured by the Tree of Life, which was pure and contained no evil.  But Satan's way ("darkness") was pictured by a tree which contained both good and evil.  Why?  

The answer is found in the lesson of Adam and Eve's first two sons.  They had two different natures.  One was good and the other evil.  This was symbolic of the fact that society itself, as the family of man grew to worldwide proportions, would contain both the elements of good and evil.  When Cain rose up and slew his brother Abel (Genesis chapter four), we were given a picture of the evil element in society dominating over the good.  

When God had placed man upon the earth, "God saw everything which he had made, and behold, it was very good (Gen.  1:31).  But, through their sin, Adam and Eve mixed evil into God's good creation.  The evil eventually spread until, centuries later, it filled the whole earth!  "And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually " (Gen.  6:5).  

Imagine the pain and sorrow Adam and Eve must have felt as they saw their children begin to destroy each other, and a spirit of hatred and violence dominate the earth.  God gave Adam nine hundred thirty years to see the long-term fruit of his decision to break God's commandment.  Almost certainly, in a future resurrection Adam would not make that mistake again!  And all mankind will someday learn from six thousand years of human history, cut off from God -- with all the resultant trouble, confusion, pain, suffering and war -- that it must never follow the path of sin again.  

That is the lesson of the First Millennial Day.  God has divided light from darkness -- His way from Satan's way.  Mankind is yet in darkness.  But God will give humanity an opportunity to come out of "darkness" and experience a world full of "light" when He comes to rule the earth in the Kingdom of God.  

Chapter Two

The Second Millennial Day

Whenever we see a big, colorful rainbow in the sky, after a thundershower has ceased and the sunshine has reappeared, we are reminded of a promise -- an everlasting covenant -- which God made with Noah and all mankind after the Great Flood, which occurred on the Second Millennial Day of human history.  

"And I will establish my covenant with you, neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood, neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.  

" .  .  .  I do set my bow [rainbow] in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of the covenant between me and the earth .  .  .  .  and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth" (Genesis 9:11-16).


The Second Day -- Waters

The lifetime of Noah, which lasted nine hundred fifty years (Gen.  9:29), spanned the second millennium of human history.  The classic story of Noah and the Great Flood clearly reflects the second day of creation, when God divided the waters of the earth from the waters of the sky:

"And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.  

"And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament .  .  .  .  

"And God called the firmament Heaven" (Gen.  1:6-8). 

On the second day of Creation, the dry land had not yet appeared.  The surface of the earth was entirely covered with water, and there were clouds in the sky above.  This is exactly like the scene Noah viewed as he looked out the window of the Ark, after the deluge, before the flood waters had subsided.  



The Great Flood
The flood narrative is found in chapters six through nine of Genesis.  "Every imagination of the thoughts of [man's] heart was only evil continually" (Gen.  6:5).  There was every form of wickedness, violence and adultery.  God was grieved in His heart, sorry he had created man.  He decided to destroy the civilization that then existed.  

"And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is filled with violence .  .  .  .  And behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh .  .  .  .  But with you I will establish my covenant, and you shall come into the ark, you, and your sons, and your wife, and your sons' wives with you" (Gen.  6:13, 17-18).  

God called Noah and his family into the ark (7:1-9).  The flood began seven days later, raining forty days and forty nights upon the earth (7:10-17).  The waters prevailed an additional one hundred fifty days (7:18-24), covering even the highest mountains.  Then the waters gradually decreased (8:1-12), the earth dried (8:13-14), and Noah's family got off the ark, after spending about one full year on board.  

Thus began our present civilization on earth!  



"This Present Evil World"

How and why did world civilization become polluted with wickedness once again, after God had cleansed the earth by the waters of the flood?  

Genesis chapters nine through eleven show that evil did, indeed, reappear after the flood, in the very lifetime of Noah.  Noah cursed the descendants of one of his three sons (9:18-27), and because of the mounting wickedness of those descendants (the line of Ham), God Himself intervened at the tower of Babel to hinder the spread of evil throughout the earth.  

World history has become a mixture of good and evil once again, as before the flood.  The implication of Genesis chapters nine through eleven is that evil would dominate and spread through society as it did in the pre-flood world.  Eventually the world would become thoroughly wicked once again, as in the days of Noah, and have to be destroyed.  God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen.  19), the first cities to become totally wicked after the flood, to set an example for this present civilization (II Peter 2:6-9, Jude 7).  (Note that Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by fire, not water.) 

Jesus' parable of the wheat and the tares (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) explains the world's present situation: God's earth is like a field in which "good seed" (Noah and his family) has been planted.  But an enemy (the devil) has come with stealth and mingled tares among the wheat -- bad seed with the good.  God is allowing both to grow until the "harvest" (end of this world).  At that time the tares will be burned and the wheat saved.  

There are three "worlds" (that is, world civilizations) spoken of in the Bible.  One is "the world that then was" (II Peter 3:6) -- the world that was destroyed in the Great Flood.  The second is "this present evil world" (Galatians 1:4) -- the world since the Flood, the world we live in today.  The third is "the world to come" (Hebrews 2:5, Luke 18:30) -- the new world civilization which will exist after the time of Christ's second coming.  

God has promised never to destroy the earth by waters of a flood again.  But He has also promised to destroy by fire [seven trumpets and seven last plagues of Revelation] all evil on earth before the Seventh Millennial Day, which will be a period of holy history, as God's Sabbath day is holy.  The earth will be cleansed before the Seventh Millennial Day.  

Let us be a part of the everlasting covenant God made with Noah, and come out of the sins of this present evil world.  Let us look toward and prepare our lives for the "New Heaven and Earth" in which only righteousness shall dwell (II Peter 3:1-14) -- just as our father Noah did, as an example, upon the Second Millennial Day.  


Chapter Three

The Third Millennial Day

Strictly speaking, God made "the heaven and the earth" on the second and third days of creation.  "God called the firmament Heaven" (Gen.  1:8) on the second day.  "And God called the dry land Earth (Gen.  1:10) on the third day.  The other days of creation simply embellish what was done on these two days.  

So it is that on the third day of creation, God caused the dry land, the Earth, to appear.  And on the Third Millennial Day, God promised all the land of the earth to a man named Abraham and to his family!  

In this crucial phase of His Plan, God laid the foundation for the Kingdom of God to be built on the earth by causing Abraham's family to become a mighty nation and by leading them to the "Promised Land," providing them with a system of religious and national laws based on the Ten Commandments, by which the whole world would eventually be governed.  The "Kingdom of Israel" was the prototype of the Kingdom of God.  



The Third Day -- Land
The Third Millennial Day is the story of "Israel and the Promised Land," the initial fulfillment of promises God made to Abraham.  The "Promised Land" was a land which "flowed with milk and honey," the choicest land on earth because of God's blessing upon it:  "For the land which you are going in to possess .  .  .  is a land of hills and valleys, and drinks water of the rain of heaven, a land which the Lord your God cares for.  The eyes of the Lord your God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year" (Deuteronomy 11:10-12).  

At the climax of the story, midway through the Third Millennial Day, God opened the way for Israel to enter the Promised Land by parting the waters of the Red Sea and causing them to walk through it on dry ground.  This famous occasion, one of the greatest miracles in the Bible, is foreshadowed by God's act of parting the waters on the third day of creation to cause the dry land to appear.  And of course, the dry land itself, teeming with vegetation, is a picture of the land which God promised to Abraham's descendants: 

"And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear.  .  .  .  

"And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas.  .  .  .  

"And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth .  .  ." (Gen.  1:9-11). 



God Promised Abraham Land -- the Whole Earth

While the first two thousand years of human history are contained in just a few opening chapters of the Bible, a very intricate story begins in the twelfth chapter of Genesis which the Bible covers in great detail.  The Third Millennial Day is part of that tremendous story.  We have space for only a brief summary of the highlights here.  

After the flood, the earth was divided into nations according to the three sons of Noah -- Shem, Ham, and Japheth (Gen.  10).  But one third of the earth's population (the line of Ham) was placed under a curse!  Noah had blessed the descendants of Shem and Japheth, but not the descendants of Ham (Gen.  9:18-27).  Ham is twice mentioned as being the father of Canaan (v.  18, 22), and Canaan was directly cursed (v.  25-27).  Thus, by implication, the whole line of Ham is linked to the curse.  (Note also that Ham "saw the nakedness of his father" in the account, while Shem and Japheth were very careful, "and they saw not their father's nakedness.") 

The Canaanites were to be made "servants" to the descendants of Shem and Japheth and scattered through the earth (9:25-27, 10:18).  In defiance of the curse placed upon them, the descendants of Ham, under the leadership of Nimrod, attempted to build the city and tower of Babel, "lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth" (Gen.  11:4, 10:8-10).  God, of course, thwarted their plans to complete the project, which was intended to be a sort of "world headquarters" for Ham's line.  As the famous story shows, God confused the languages of the nations at that time, to prevent evil from spreading too quickly throughout the earth.  

Then God proceeded with a plan to rid the earth of the curse and cause all nations to become blessed.  He began this program through a man called Abraham, originally named "Abram." 

"Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get you out of your country, and from your kindred, and from your father's house, unto a land that I will show you.  

"I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.  

" I will bless them that bless you, and curse him that curses you; and in you shall all families of the earth be blessed" (Gen.  12:1-3). 

Abram was of the lineage of Shem (Gen.  11:10-26), and therefore lived in the land allotted to Shem's descendants (blessed by Noah).  But God sent him to the land of Canaan (Gen.  12:5, 7), which He intended to take from the cursed Canaanites and give to the nation which would grow from Abraham's roots.  In effect, Abraham had to do what the Canaanites should have done, according to the curse Noah had pronounced: to leave their natural inheritance and dwell among foreign nations.  

In faith, Abraham left his homeland and proceeded to spend the rest of his life as a "stranger in a foreign land" (see Heb.  11:8-9), trusting God to fulfill His original promises.  Abraham actually died in faith, not receiving all of God's promises in his lifetime (Heb.  11:13), but seeing only the beginning phases of them unfold.  (He looked forward to receiving them in a future resurrection.) 

Chapters twelve through twenty-five of Genesis describe the trials and tests Abraham faced during his lifetime, and also contain many more detailed promises from God.  One of these great promises is in chapter seventeen: 

"I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come out of you.  And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your seed after you in their generations for an everlasting covenant , to be a God unto you, and to your seed after you.  And I will give unto you , and to your seed after you , the land wherein you are a stranger , all the land of Canaan , for an everlasting possession ; and I will be their God" (Gen.  17:6-8). 

Actually, Abraham was promised much more than just the land of Canaan.  "Lift up now your eyes, and look from the place where you are northward, and southward,and eastward, and westward: for all the land which you see, to you will I give it, and to your seed forever" (Gen.  13:14-15).  "And your seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in you and in your seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed" (Gen.  28:14).  Abraham was promised the land and nations of the whole world -- the entire earth, as Romans 4:13 says: 

"For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith." 



The Promises Unfold

Abraham lived at the very beginning of the Third Millennial Day.  God continued to build on the foundation He laid through Abraham throughout the third millennium, as the first seven books of the Bible relate: 

The rest of Genesis describes how Abraham lived one hundred seventy-five years, leaving a miraculously born son, Isaac, through whom God's promises would be fulfilled.  Then Isaac had a son, Jacob, whom God renamed "Israel," meaning "man of God."  This grandson of Abraham had twelve sons -- the progenitors of the "twelve tribes (families, growing into nations) of Israel."  Of these twelve tribes, the promise of chief rulership was given to "Judah," while the greatest blessings of national wealth were promised to "Joseph." 

The book of Exodus picks up the story with the birth of Moses, who was commissioned by God to lead the twelve tribes of Israel out from Egyptian slavery and to "The Promised Land."  God brought them out of Egypt through a series of mighty miracles.  Then He gave Israel His foundational law, the Ten Commandments (Ex.  20).  God bound His relationship to Israel through a covenant (Ex.  24, Jer.  31:32), and gave them a pattern from which to build the tabernacle -- a home where God could actually dwell in the midst of His people on earth.  Inside the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle would be the "Ark of the Covenant," and within the Ark would be The Ten Commandments, written on two tables of stone by the finger of God; also, there would be several other important items placed inside the Ark.  

The book of Leviticus contains many other meaningful laws and rituals which were to be in effect in the Promised Land.  

The book of Numbers records the journey of the children of Israel to the Promised Land.  

The book of Deuteronomy contains the last words of Moses, spoken on the doorstep of the Promised Land.  

The book of Joshua records Israel's actual entry into the Promised Land.  

And the book of Judges records what happened following their entry into the Promised Land.  

This whole story, from the time of Abraham through the time of the Judges, lasts a thousand years, and takes place upon the Third Millennial Day.  It is the unfolding story of the promises God made to Abraham concerning land -- ultimately the whole world -- and all the nations upon it (see Galatians 3:29).  It is also the foundation of the Kingdom of God, soon to fill the earth on the Seventh Millennial Day.  It is a vital phase in God's Creation of the New Heaven and New Earth.  

The culture of the world to come will be based on the laws which God gave Israel through Moses -- in marked contrast to the culture of the world today, which originated with the descendants of Ham and spread throughout ancient civilization after the tower of Babel.   In such matters as religion, mythology,  literature, architecture, legal system, astronomy, mathematics and calendar, modern history has been greatly influenced by its ancient and medieval predecessors.  

The descendants of Abraham are still on the earth today, in global proportions.  Bible prophecy concerns the twelve tribes of Israel in the "last days" (meaning, the end of the Sixth Millennial Day and beyond).  It is from these descendants that God will form the leading nations of the world in the Kingdom of God, after refining their present moral condition.  


Chapter Four

The Fourth Millennial Day

The Genesis Creation Account is dual.  That is, the first, second and third days form a pattern which the fourth, fifth and sixth days follow with artistic symmetry.  Light and darkness (first day), sky and waters (second day), and land (third day), are the domains of the sun and moon (fourth day), birds and fish (fifth day), land creatures and man (sixth day).  


So it is that, while on the first day God divided light from darkness, on the fourth day He created a "great light to rule the day" and a "lesser light to rule the night."  The theme of the Fourth Millennial Day is rulership .



The Fourth Day -- Rulers of Light and Darkness
"And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also.  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness" (Gen.  1:16-18).

The fourth millennium is divided into two periods:

In the first half, God established to "great light to rule the day" by raising up David, a man after His own heart, to become king of Israel, and by promising David that his throne and dynasty would continue ruling Israel forever .  David's line continued to rule throughout this period, as the two books of "Kings" in the Bible show.  David loved God's laws and ruled in the fear of the Lord (Psalms 1 and 2).

But halfway through the Fourth Millennial Day (which was also the midpoint of God's 7000-Year Plan), God caused a major transition in history: the "lesser light to rule the night" appeared.  Israel had proven to be unfaithful to God, and God cast them out of the Promised Land, while giving dominion of the earth to a succession of world-ruling empires prophesied in the book of Daniel (Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome).  This "Beast-System" (Dan.  2, 7, Rev.  13, 17) -- Satan's government (Rev.  13:2) -- changed God's laws (Dan.  7:25) and ruled the "dark half" of the fourth millennium (the period between the Old and New Testaments), and has continued through the fifth and sixth millenniums as well.

The highlight of the Fourth Millennial Day occurred at its close: the appearance of Jesus Christ, the "Son of David" who has been promised the position of ruling Israel from the throne of David forever (Luke 1:31-33).  He is the ultimate "Great Light to Rule the Day" (John 8:12), and has been established as the future World Ruler when God's "New Creation" is finished at the end of the Sixth Millennial Day.



God Promised David Rulership
The original king of Israel was God (I Sam.  12:12).  But Israel began to forsake God in the days of the Judges.  "In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes" (Judges 21:25, 17:6, also 18:1 and 19:1).  Having rejected God as their king, the people began to desire a human king like the other nations on earth (I Sam.  8:5-7).  On the Fourth Millennial Day, God reestablished His kingship over Israel through His promise to David and through Jesus Christ.

The books of first and second Samuel tell the story of Israel's first human king, Saul, who failed to please God, and how he was replaced by one of the greatest Bible heroes, David, whom God called "a man after My own heart" (Acts 13:22).  The story of Saul's gradual decline and David's simultaneous rise is prophetic of events to occur at the end of this age.

David, once a humble and lowly shepherd lad, anointed with God's Spirit (I Sam.  16:13), persecuted by Saul, became firmly established by God as king over all twelve tribes of Israel.  Then God made him an astounding promise:

"I took you from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel: and I was with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies out of your sight, and have made you a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth.  .  .  .

"Also the Lord tells you that he will make you a house (dynasty).  And when your days be fulfilled, and you shall sleep with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, which shall proceed out of your bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his father, and he shall be My son.  .  .  .  And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you: your throne shall be established forever " (II Sam.  7:8-16).

God kept a "Son of David" (David's dynasty) on the throne of David throughout the first half of the Fourth Millennial Day.  The first son was Solomon, ruling over all twelve tribes of Israel.  Solomon's reign was the most glorious era of Israel's history, portraying the Kingdom of God itself -- a time of peace and abundance.  Solomon ruled in wisdom, with God's laws held in high esteem.  But at the end of his life, Solomon sinned (I Kings 11), and God took ten tribes away from his son -- but kept David's throne and dynasty alive over the tribe of Judah.  Israel became divided into two kingdoms, each with nineteen kings ruling over a period covering hundreds of years.  (The story is in first and second Kings.) The glorious temple, containing the Ark of the Covenant and representing God's presence on earth, was in the tribe of Judah, ruled by David's dynasty.



The Prophets Foretold a Future "Son of David"

During this period (the first half of the Fourth Millennial Day), after the glorious reigns of David and Solomon, Israel began to forsake God, so God began to forsake Israel as well (see Deut.  31:16-17, Isa.  1:4).  As far back as Moses' time, God warned that He would cast away His people if they turned to other gods (Lev.  26, Deut.  28).  As the time of destruction drew near, God raised up prophets to warn the people of the impending doom.  The books of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, along with the "twelve minor prophets" (Hosea through Malachi), contain many such warnings to the children of Israel.

But the prophets also spoke of a future time when Israel would be restored to glory, after its punishment, after the nation began to seek God with all of its heart.  This restoration has not yet occurred (Acts 1:6-7) but will happen at the time of Jesus Christ's second coming (Acts 3:19-21).

The coming restoration, the prophets said, would bring world peace (Isa.  2:1-5) under the government of a future "Son of David" (commonly called the "Messiah," or, the "Christ"):

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder.  .  .  .  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom , .  .  .  from henceforth even forever " (Isa.  9:6-7).

"Behold, the days come, says the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.  In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely" (Jer.  23:5-6).

Jesus Christ, who appeared at the very and of the Fourth Millennial Day, has been promised the throne of David and is the fulfillment of all that the "great light to rule the day" symbolized:

"He [Jesus] shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of His father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob [Israel] forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:32-33).

Jesus promised His twelve disciples that each would rule over one of the twelve tribes of Israel in the coming restoration (Kingdom of God) (Matt.  19:28, Luke 22:30).  His other followers would also be given positions of rulership (Luke 19:11-19, Rev.  2:26-27).  Jesus Christ will be the head of a World Government that will rule restored Israel (the twelve leading nations on earth), and all other nations as well.  He is, indeed, the "Great Light to Rule the Day."

"I am the light of the world: he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John 8:12).

Jesus is the "Son of David" which the prophets foretold, and through Him God shall fulfill His original promise to King David, which was made at the beginning of the Fourth Millennial Day.



Dark Half of the Fourth Millennial Day
As previously mentioned, God caused a great destruction to fall upon Israel and Judah.  He cast them out of the Promised Land by the hand of enemy nations, after warning them through the prophets.  First, ten-tribed Israel was taken captive by Assyria (II Kings 17).  About one hundred thirty years later, midway through the fourth millennium, Judah -- ruled by David's dynasty, with its capital city Jerusalem, and the temple symbolizing God's presence on earth -- was destroyed by the nation "Babylon" and its king Nebuchadnezzar (II Kings 25, Jer.  39, 52).

This is one of the most remarkable periods of history.  God used the prophet Jeremiah to warn all nations that Babylon was going to be given dominion over them (Jer.  1:10, chapter 25).  God said, "I have made the earth .  .  .  and have given it unto whom it seemed right unto me.  And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant.  .  .  .  And all nations shall serve him.  .  .  .  And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, .  .  .  that nation will I punish .  .  .  by his hand" (Jer.  27:5-8)!  God was using Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, as the "lesser light to rule the night."

When Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the temple in Jerusalem, it symbolized God's immediate presence being removed from the earth, although God was still fully in charge of His creation.  He was just allowing a period of "night" to occur on earth, ruled by the "lesser light to rule the night."  Remember, "God is light, and in him is no darkness at all" (I John 1:5).  Yet, it was God's purpose to allow a period of darkness on earth.

Through the prophet Daniel God informed Nebuchadnezzar that his rulership over the nations was divinely ordained (Dan.  2:37-38).  God showed Daniel that He was "changing the times and seasons, removing kings and setting up kings" -- that is, causing a new era of history to appear (Dan.  2:21).  Babylon was to be the first in a succession of four world-ruling empires covering the "dark half of the Fourth Millennial Day" -- the period between the Old and New Testaments (see Daniel, chapters 2, 7 and 8).

The four world-ruling empires were all one system, from God's perspective, symbolized by the statue of a man which was destined to topple and perish when a miraculous stone struck the image on its feet (Dan.  2:31-45).  Just as David slew Goliath with a stone, so shall the Kingdom of God (symbolized by a stone -- verses  34-35, 44-45) cause the destruction of Babylon the Great -- the "lesser light to rule the night."



Old Testament Prophecy Yet to be Fulfilled

Christianity does not oppose Judaism.  Jews are correct in believing the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) and all which they stand for, including the prophecies of a restored kingdom of Israel with all twelve tribes ruled by a Son of David (Ezek.  37:15-28).  Christians are also correct in believing the New Testament and seeing Christ as the prophesied Messiah of Israel.  However, both groups tend to see just half of the picture.  It is only by putting both Old and New Testaments together that we can see how God is working out a different phase of His Master-Plan on each Millennial Day of human history.

The New Testament never claimed to witness the total fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecy.  Rather, Jesus said, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.  For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matt.  5:17-18).  (Notice Jesus also upheld God's Law.) The New Testament claims that Jesus has fulfilled only part of prophecy, and that the rest will be fulfilled at His Second Coming (at the end of the Sixth Millennial Day):

"But those things, which God before had shown by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer [See Isa.  53], he has so fulfilled.

"Repent you therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ, .  .  .  whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began" (Acts 3:18-21).

Let us study and follow the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, the "Great Light to Rule the Day," and come out of the darkness of this world, which is still largely under the influence of "Babylon the Great" and heading for a mighty fall (Rev.  18:2-4).


Chapter Five

The Fifth Millennial Day

Bible history ends shortly after the beginning of the Fifth Millennial Day, with the New Testament book of Acts.  But human history has continued on for nearly two thousand more years!  The Kingdom of God has not been fully established on earth.  The world is still in "darkness," with humanity continuing to go its own way, apart from God.  This does not mean, however, that God has abandoned His Master-Plan.  On the contrary, there were two more "work days" yet to come in the Genesis Creation Account, signifying that two more "millennial days" of human history would occur before God would be finished creating His "New Heaven and Earth." (We are very near the time of completion now!) 

God provided us with a glimpse of what He would be doing over the course of the Fifth and Sixth Millennial Days, in the book of Acts.  There we find that He established His Church , granting human beings His Holy Spirit .  A new age of history, the New Testament "Church Age," was born: 

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit , and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:1-4). 

This was a momentous event in the history of the earth; the beginning of a new phase of God's work, that of preparing human beings for Eternal Life, which Jesus announced when He said, 

"I will build my church; and the gates of hell (death) shall not prevail against it" (Matt.  16:18). 



Fifth Millennial Day -- LIFE Injected into Creation

God characterized His Way in the Garden of Eden by the "Tree of Life." When man was cast out of the Garden, he was denied access to that tree, and has been subject to the penalty of sin, death, ever since.  But on the Fifth Millennial Day God "reopened the door" to the Tree of Life by offering man Eternal Life through the Holy Spirit:

"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23) Notice the direct connection between the Holy Spirit (called the "Spirit of life ") and man's potential to inherit eternal life: 

"For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.  .  .  .  

"And if Christ be in you .  .  .  the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken [give life to] your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwells in you" (Rom.  8:2, 10-11). 

Through His Spirit, God gave the Church the opportunity to be prepared for Eternal Life to be given at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ: 

"Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  .  .  .  

"So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory" (I Cor.  15:51-54). 

In His perfect sense of timing, God refrained from sending His "Spirit of Life" into the world until the beginning of the Fifth Millennial Day.  Notice John 7:38-39: "He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Spirit was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)" 

Although God had promised His Spirit to Israel through the Old Testament prophets (e.g., Ezek.  36:26-27), He did not begin fulfilling that promise until the Fifth Millennial Day.  The reason was that the "Divine Blueprint of History" did not call for "life" to appear until that time.  

As we have seen, the Holy Spirit is, first and foremost, the very Life of God, opening the way to Eternal Life for man.  By sending His Spirit into the Church upon the Fifth Millennial Day, God, for the first time, injected true Life into the world.  Therefore, we find that God foreshadowed the coming of the Holy Spirit by bringing Life into being upon the fifth day of creation: 

"And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that has life [Jesus often spoke of the Holy Spirit as living waters] and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  .  .  .  

"And God created .  .  .  every living creature that moves, which the waters brought forth abundantly, .  .  .  and every winged fowl after his kind.  .  .  .  

"And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth" (Gen.  1:20-22). 

The book of Acts shows how rapidly the Church grew and multiplied from its inception.  About three thousand souls were added to it on the very first day (Acts 2:41).  Thousands more quickly followed (4:4).  The Apostles "turned the world upside-down" with the message they brought.  We cannot attempt here to describe the ensuing two thousand years of Church History -- indeed, the Bible itself does not do so.  However, we can see what God did at the beginning of the Fifth Millennial Day and understand its supreme importance: He injected Life into the Creation by sending His Holy Spirit to mankind, and He began a new age of history, the Church Age.  


Chapter Six

The Sixth Millennial Day

We who are alive today are uniquely privileged to be able to look back and scan the first six millennial days of history as they near completion.  And as we do, we see that the greatest changes in history have already begun to occur, in our own time.  Man has been given "dominion over the earth" in the form of modern technology and scientific advances which would completely astound anyone from previous ages, if they could be brought back to life and see the world as it is right now.  

In a relatively short period of time, man has progressed from the "horse and buggy age" to the "space age." He travels freely through the earth (see Dan.  12:4) by land, sea and air.  It is no coincidence that on the sixth day of creation (the "day of man"), God gave man "dominion over the fish of the sea , over the birds of the air, and .  .  .  over all the earth" (Gen.  1:26).  

World history is rushing toward its climax.  All Bible prophecy will be fulfilled (Luke 21:22, Matt.  5:17-18, 24:35).  Although we can't know precisely when the Sixth Millennial Day will end (Matt.  24:36), we do have enough information to know that we are near the transition from the Sixth to the Seventh Millennial Day.  We are all commanded to watch and be ready (Mark 13:37).  

It would seem obvious, by the Genesis Creation Account as the pattern for the Seven Millennial Days, that the Second Coming of Christ is scheduled to occur near the end of the Sixth Millennial Day.  Jesus Christ (the "Son of Man") will be given the final and ultimate "dominion over the earth" when He returns: 

"I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven.  .  .  .  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed" (Dan.  7:13-14). 

"And the Lord shall be king over all the earth" (Zech.  14:9).  



Marriage of Christ and the Church

At the time of Jesus Christ's Second Coming the true Saints will be resurrected and given immortality (Rev.  20:4-6).  They will share dominion over the earth with Him.  It is significant that God characterizes the relationship between Christ and the Church as a marriage : 

"And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude .  .  .  saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigns.  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb (Jesus Christ) is come, and his wife has made herself ready.  And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  

"And he said unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.  And he said unto me, These are the true sayings of God" (Rev.  19:6-9).

Ephesians 5:22-32 shows that Christ and the Church are even now in a husband-wife relationship: "For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church" (verse 23).  "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it" (verse 25).  "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church" (verses 31-32).  

The present relationship of Christ and the Church is actually that of a bride and groom expecting to be married.  In the Bible, a young man and woman were "betrothed" before they were fully married.  During the period of "betrothal," they were reckoned as "bound" (promised) to each other as though they were already husband and wife, but not yet living together (see Matt.  1:18-25, Deut.  22:22-29).  Christ and the Church are now "betrothed."  Paul said to the Church, "For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ" (II Cor.  11:2).  Betrothal was a beautiful custom, given to Israel by God, being used by Christ today, which gave a young couple time to grow together in unity and harmony before actually living together.  

Therefore, Christ is right now, upon the Sixth Millennial Day, preparing for marriage.  He is helping His betrothed wife, the Church, prepare herself (Eph.  5:25-27, Rev.  19:7).  He loves His bride and is willing to do anything to help her be successful in preparation (her job is to seek Him diligently -- He helps all those who want His help, and seek it).  The marriage will soon occur at His Second Coming, almost certainly scheduled for the end of the Sixth Millennial Day.  The Saints will be made immortal as Christ is, and will share dominion over the earth with Him as His "Wife," assisting Him in His rulership over all nations in the Kingdom of God.  

This climax of all history is foreshadowed by God's final, supreme act of creation upon the sixth day -- the very pinnacle of creation -- a marriage, a husband and wife given dominion over the whole earth: 

"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over .  .  .  all the earth.  .  .  .  

"So God created man .  .  .  in the image of God .  .  .  male and female.  .  .  .  And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion .  .  .  over every living thing that moves upon the earth" (Gen.  1:26-28). 


God and Christ Made a Husband and Wife in Their Own Image

Note that God said "Let US " in the scripture quoted above.  There were two God beings present (see John 1:1-3).  And those two God beings created two human beings in THEIR own image!  The two God beings -- God and The Word (The Word became Jesus Christ -- John 1:14) may be understood to be in the relationship pictured by the "image" they created of themselves -- that of a husband and a wife.  

Do not misunderstand.  There is no male or female, no gender or sex, in heaven (Matt.  22:23-30).  Yet, God does picture the eternal relationship between Christ and the Church by marriage, and God and The Word did make a married couple -- two beings -- in their own image.  Just as a human father (in the image of God) produces his family through his wife, so does God the Father create His Family through Jesus Christ (Eph.  3:9, John 1:3).  In I Cor.  11:3, God is the head of Christ in the same way that a man is the head of his wife, and as Christ is the head of the Church (Eph.  5:23).  

So, we can draw several conclusions from God's creative act on the sixth day ("Let us make man in our own image"): 

First, we may conclude that there are two beings in the Godhead (not one, or three), because there were two human beings created that day.  

Second, we see that human marriage pictures the Godhead (not only the close relationship between God and Christ, but also the fact that they are "being fruitful and multiplying," expanding their family through man).  

Third, the fact that Christ marries the Church shows that man can become "equal to God," as 1.) Christ is equal to God (Phil.  2:6); and 2.) the wife was made "equal" to her husband on day six of Creation.  This shows man's staggering potential to be transformed to the very God-Plane.  (The woman was made from the man -- from the same material, his very flesh and bone, and together they became "one flesh" -- Gen.  2:23-24, Eph.  5:31-32.) 

Jesus said to the Father, "that they also may be one in us .  .  .  .  just as We are one" (John 17:21-22).  God and Christ are already "one."  Christ and the Church shall become "one" in marriage.  

And fourth, we may conclude that the chronological time-frame in human history for the Second Coming of Christ, His marriage to the Church, and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth, is the end of the Sixth Millennial Day.  

After the Second Coming of Jesus Christ (Rev.  19:11-21), Satan the devil will be forcibly removed (Rev.  20:1-3), and the nations of the world will no longer be ruled by him.  "The kingdoms of this world [shall] become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever" (Rev.  11:15).  Yes, the governments of all nations on earth will be taken over by Jesus Christ.  

After working throughout human history for six thousand years to restore His Creation, God will be able to look at the earth, see everything He has made, and, once again, "behold, it [shall be] very good " (Gen.  1:31).  And God's Master-Plan will enter a new phase, pictured by the seventh day of Creation, the Holy Sabbath Day of rest.  


Chapter Seven

The Seventh Millennial Day

"Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  

"And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.  

"And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made" (Gen.  2:1-3). 



Whole Earth at Rest -- World Peace
The Bible speaks of a future time when "the whole earth is at rest and quiet" (Isa.  14:7).  This will be the seventh millennium of human history, foreshadowed by the day of creation which God blessed and upon which He rested.  

The book of Hebrews speaks of this "world to come" (Heb.  2:5), and compares it to the seventh day of creation, for it will be a period of Sabbath rest and great reward for God's people (Heb.  4:4, 9, 11).  

During this time, as the twentieth chapter of the book of Revelation shows, Christ and the Church will be governing the earth -- specifically for a period of one thousand years.  And because Christ's government will enforce the Ten Commandments over the nations, world peace will result: 

"And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.  .  .  .  

"For out of Zion shall go forth the law , and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem .  .  .  .  They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore" (Isa.  2:2-4). 

"They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea" (Isa.  11:9). 

In faithfulness to His own command (Ex.  20:8-11), God will remember His Millennial Sabbath, and keep it holy.  An entirely new civilization shall be built on this earth, and nothing unholy will enter into it.  The new world order will be built on the foundations God established during the first six millennial days.  And because those foundations will have been set in place before the Seventh Millennial Day begins, God's work will therefore be "finished" while His program is in motion and the new civilization develops.  


God Shall "Restore All Things"

Many scriptures describe the peaceful, happy conditions which shall prevail on earth during the Seventh Millennial Day.  It is the focal point of all Bible prophecy, the "Messianic Age." It is time of "restoration of all things": 

"Jesus Christ .  .  .  whom the heaven must receive until the time of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began" (Acts 3:20-21). 

A parallel between the Seven Millennial Days and God's message to the "seven churches" in the book of Revelation helps us understand what shall be restored, and gives us a composite picture of the World To Come: 

1.) God will restore Himself as the God of mankind.  (Satan has been the god of this world -- II Cor.  4:4 -- since the time of the "fall of man" in the Garden of Eden.)  This will restore spiritual "light" to God's creation and remove spiritual "darkness." 

Church 1 (Ephesus): "To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God" (Rev.  2:7).  Through the two trees in the Garden of Eden, God divided His way from Satan's way on the First Millennial Day of history, just as He divided light from darkness on the first day of creation.  

2.) God will restore humanity, once again, to a state of spiritual purity.  (Noah's world was "baptized" in the flood [I Pet.  3:20-21]; the present evil world will be purged from sin by a fiery "second death" -- Matt.  13:40-43, 49-50.) 

Church 2 (Smyrna): "He that overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death" (Rev.  2:11).  An individual -- or a civilization -- which becomes totally wicked a second time faces a "second death."  God destroyed the first human civilization in the days of Noah.  He will destroy the present civilization by seven trumpets and seven last plagues (book of Revelation) before the second coming of Christ.  The promise in this verse reflects the everlasting covenant God made with Noah that He would not destroy the earth a second time by waters of a flood.  

3.) God will restore Israel, fulfilling promises originally made to Abraham.  The twelve tribes will become the leading nations on earth (Ezek.  37:15-28).  All nations will be blessed (Gen.  12:3, 22:18).  God's basic law shall be restored (Mal.  4:4, Matt.  5:17-18), becoming the civil, religious and cultural basis of society.  

Church 3 (Pergamos): "To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written .  .  .  " (Rev.  2:17).  This represents the covenant God made with Israel upon the Third Millennial Day.  The hidden manna was placed in the Ark of the Covenant, in Israel's most holy place, along with two tables of stone containing the Ten Commandments (Heb.  9:3-4).  

4.) God will restore the throne of David (Great Light to Rule the Day), which will reign over all nations.  "Babylon" (the lesser light to rule the night) will be destroyed.  The government of Jesus Christ shall replace the governments of this world.  

Church 4 (Thyatira): "And he that overcomes, and keeps my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron .  .  .  as I received of my Father" (Rev.  2:26-27).  On the Fourth Millennial Day God promised David an eternal ruling dynasty, and Christ, the Messiah, was promised the throne of David forever.  

5.) God will fill the earth with the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32, Acts 2:16-21).  God's spirit of love and peace will replace today's spirit of hatred and strife (Gal.  5:19-23).  All mankind will be in the "One True Church," growing toward eternal life.  

Church 5 (Sardis): "He that overcomes, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life .  .  ." (Rev.  3:5).  God sent the"Spirit of Life" (Rom.  8:2) to the New Testament Church on the Fifth Millennial Day, opening the door to eternal life for mankind.  (Life appeared on the fifth day of creation.) 

6.) Christ and His Wife (presently betrothed) will be fully married and will share dominion over the earth (as God created a human husband and wife to have dominion over the earth, on the sixth day of creation).  

Church 6 (Philadelphia): "He that overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of my God.  .  .  .  And I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem" (Rev.  3:12).  These expressions all symbolize the Lamb's wife (Rev.  21:2, 9-10).  The Church is the bride of Christ and shall marry Him at His coming, at the end of the Sixth Millennial Day.  She shall take the name of her Husband, the very name of God.  

7.) The earth shall be in a state of "rest" (Isa.  14:3, 7) and holiness, as pictured by the Sabbath day of creation week.  It will be the "Day of the Lord" (Joel 2:31, Mal.  4:5), the "Day of Jesus Christ" (Mark 2:28, Phil.  1:6, 10, Rev.  1:10).  

Church 7 (Laodicea): "To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with me in my throne .  .  ." (Rev.  3:21).  This pictures the time when Satan is dethroned, and the Lord is the king over all the earth (Zech.  14:9) during the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ on the Seventh Millennial Day.  

Thus, God will restore all the foundations which He laid during the first six millennial days of human history, and He will build the Seventh Millennial Day upon those foundations.  All God's work over the past 6,000 years has had a purpose, and will come to fruition in the near future.  The world civilization to be built under Christ's direction -- the Kingdom of God -- shall never be destroyed (Dan.  2:44).  It will be the headquarters of God's ever-increasing, limitless creative endeavors throughout future eternity (Isa.  9:7).  

All human beings who lived during the first six millennial days shall eventually see this wonderful new world, for all shall be resurrected from the dead (I Cor.  15:22, Rev.  20:12).  But only those who became holy (Rev.  20:6) during their mortal lives will be able to participate in the Seventh Millennial Day -- for the Sabbath is holy time!  The rest of the dead will have to wait until the thousand years are finished for their resurrection (Rev.  20:5).  But they will have the opportunity to be called by God and learn of His ways (John 6:44-45), if they never had a previous opportunity.  

Human survivors of the Great Tribulation -- humbled and repentant -- will be accepted by God and will become the first generation of the World Tomorrow.  They will build houses and plant vineyards (Isa.  65:17-25).  Children will be born to them.  New cities will be built.  Human society will flourish.  It will become a fully developed, righteous civilization, the kind which would have been produced in the beginning, if Adam and Eve had chosen the way of the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden.  


The Seven Millennial Days of Human History

Conclusion

The Great Lesson of History
There is a reason why God has allowed history to progress as He has.  God gave man free will.  He wants His children to come to know and to choose, voluntarily, the way that is right.  Adam, Eve, and the whole human family have been given the gift of free choice.  

For six thousand years humanity has loved darkness more than light (John 3:19-21).  Society has broken all of the Ten Commandments.  There have been wars, immorality, and every kind of wrong practice which God never intended down through history.  Man has "burned his fingers on the hot stove," reaping what he has sown (Gal.  6:7).  

After having tasted the fruit of the tree which God forbade, mankind will, in the Seventh Millennial Day, be given a taste of the good fruit of God's way of life -- based on the Ten Commandments.  After a thousand years of perfect, peaceful, utopian society, man will be able to contrast and compare the fruits.  

God is providing man with a basis for decision, supported by actual history and experience.  

God presents all humanity with the same choice He gave Adam and Eve: "I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life.  .  ." (Deut.  30:19).  Some humans have already made that decision and will enter into the World To Come as immortal spirit beings; many more humans will make it during the Seventh Millennial Day; and many who are resurrected after the thousand years are over will be able to choose life at the time of their resurrection.  



Summary
The Bible is a large book, and human history covers a vast amount of time.  But God gives us a pattern to dispel the clouds of doubt and confusion which Satan has stirred over society regarding God's existence, religion and the veracity of the Bible.  We can know that God is real, the Bible true, and that God is concerned about our earth and all humanity in every age.  We can be assured of the hope of eternal life and everything which the Bible promises.  

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Gen.  1:1).  He worked for six days, and saw that everything was very good.  "Thus the heavens and the earth were finished" (Gen.  2:1) and God rested while creation flourished and functioned smoothly on the seventh day.  That was the physical creation.  

But God is doing something far greater than the original physical creation in Genesis.  "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth," God says (Isa.  65:17).  This is the spiritual creation, and the final chapters of the Bible direct our vision toward it.  

The physical creation is the pattern for the spiritual creation.  Since a day to God is as a thousand years, and the original days of creation foreshadow God's greater work through 6,000 years of human history, it follows that the New Heavens and Earth are the product of God's labor during the first six millennial days, and are in a state of completion during the Seventh Millennial Day and beyond.  

Biblical passages in Isaiah and Revelation describing a "New Heaven and Earth" give us a wonderful picture of a new age of history just around the corner!  

The Kingdom of God to be set up on the earth by Jesus Christ at his return will never be destroyed (Dan.  2:35, 44, 7:14, 18, 27).  However, today's world -- "Babylon" -- shall be destroyed (Revelation chapters 14-19).  

Let us all stand in awe of our Creator as the great Ruler of the Universe, and humble ourselves before Him -- seeking "to be in all holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, in which the heavens being on fire shall be destroyed, and the earth shall melt with fervent heat [Trumpets and Last Plagues near the end of the Sixth Millennial Day].  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for a new heaven and a new earth [Isa.  65:17-25, 66:22-23], in which righteousness shall dwell [beginning with the Seventh Millennial Day of human history]" (II Peter 3:11-13).  

