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I vou and 1 were discussing the
matter of whar subject 1 ought to
write about in this month's Personal,

and you should say, quite seriously,
“In view of the deadly seriousness
and the urgency of this time, I think
you should write on the most urgent
problem in all our lives right now —
the question of whether, and how,
we may survive” then 1 would
agree.

The one BIG QUESTION in all our
lives, nght now, i1s that of human
SURVIVAL!

But | hasten to add, survival alone
Is NOT ENOUGH! We must have sur-
vival in PEACE, in happiness, in joy,
in prosperity and plenty, and in
abundant well-being for arLL!

And that’s a pretty big order! If
anyone has the answer, for the sake
of humanity he'd better speak out! 1
am prepared to give the ANSWER —
and 1t 1s going to be PLAIN SPEAK-
ING, without pulling any punches!
IU's time for PLAIN SPEAKING! You
are betting your life on someone
coming up with the nght answer!

To get to the crux of the problem
immediately, realize first that these
existing conditions and evils are
merely the erFecT! For every effect,
there has to be a cause. Our prob-
lem: of immediate urgency 1s to find
the CAUSE, not only of present evil
conditions, but also of what 1s the
not-being-used causk of peace, hap-
piness, and abundant well-being!

If we are going to learn that
CAUSE, we need first o ask: What
has made ma~ as he is? How did
humanity come to be on this earth?
Or, going back even further, how
did the earth, itself, come to be?

That may seem like going a long
way back. But this futile search for
PEACE goes a long way back — as far
as history goes — or farther. Man's
troubles, evils, and wars extend
back to the beginning — or prior to
the beginning — of history. To find
the right answer, we need to go back
even o PRE-history! That takes us
even to the question of ORIGINS — of
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THE KEY TO HUMAN SURVIVAL

BEGINNINGS! And we shall come to
the right answer quicker by begin-
ning at the beginning!

Many scientists have devoted
their lifetimes to researching and
studying this question. Yel is it not
significant that their studies, theo-
ries, and hypotheses fail 1o tell us
WHY man is as he is, or How he got
that way, wHyY he is always in
trouble, wiy humanity 15 harassed
with so many evils, and wHy these
evils are fast increasing?

This is no light matter. Ignoring
humanity’s present dilemma wll
not cause il to go away. Human
SURVIVAL hangs in the balance! We
need the right answer — and we
need it NOW!

The Origin of Modern Science

The fruits of the speculative asser-
tions of science have not been
peace, happiness, universal prosper-
ity, and abundant well-being. The
world, instead, 15 sSUFFERING! It 15
very sick!

To come to a knowledge of the
RIGHT ANSWER, w¢ need to under-
stand what 1s wrong with the scien-
tific method,

The world has had science, of a
kind, for a very long time. But what
we know as MODERN SCIENCE began
its dramatic nse roughly 170 years
ago. Even then, the new knowledge
in the fields of science and tech-
nology developed very slowly.
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Until this advent of modern
science, the world had gone along
for thousands of years virtually on
an even keel. It was primarily an
agricultural world, using primitive
farming methods. The cast iron
plow was not invented until 1797,
The disc plow was not invented un-
til 1896, when | myself was alive
and a growing boy. The first harves-
ter came in 1836,

Abraham Lincoln once explained
how mechanical and industrial
progress could not develop until the
invention of printing, about 1450.
Even so, there was not much devel-
opment n printing until the begin-
ning of the 19th century.

Think of it! Through those long
millennia the world was wvirtually
without means of transportation or
communication! Transportation on
land was by foot, mule, horse,
camel, elephant or in vehicles drawn
by these animals. By sea, it was by
slow-moving sailboat. Fulton didn™t
invent the steamboat until 1803.
And the telephone, to provide com-
munication, did not arrive until
1876. The telephone was in ils in-
fancy when I was a boy.

In my own lifetime, we have
whipped past the machine age, the
jet age, the nuclear age, and the
space age. Much of the acceleration
of inventions was stimulated first by
the printing press, which made pos-
- (Continued on page 29)
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MAJOR SIIIHS ON THE WORLD SGENE

SHORT-LIVED SMILES. Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko, right, and Japanese
Prime Minister Miki chat amicably in mid-January — just days prior fo Japan's
decision to conclude a peace treaty with China.

Moscow Rebuffed

JAPAN AND CHINA

FORGE CLOSER LINKS

Despite heavy diplomatic pres-
sure¢ from the Soviet Union, J.‘]pun
decided in mid-January of this year
to finally conclude a peace trealy
with Russia’s arch-rival China, for-
mally ending World War Il. The
move signifies a much closer rela-
tionship between Japan and the
Pecople’s Republic in the years
ahead.

The Japanese were on the verge
of signing a similar pact with the
Soviet Union, but rejected the idea
after a heavy-handed last-minute
visit by Soviet Foreign Minister An-
drei Gromyko. The Japanese felt
that L-rmmhu purpose was Lo
drive a “Ld“ " between Japan and
China. |rﬂnu:ui|.}. what Gromyko
succeeded in doing was to drive a
wedge between Japan and Russia,
The Japanese have now abandoned
their traditional “policy of equidis-
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tance” whereby they tried to main-
lain equally good relations with
both Moscow and Peking.

The Soviet Union is particularly
irked at a part in the text of the
treaty which binds both Japan and
China to resist any attempt on the
part of a third nation (meaning, ob-
viously, the Russians) to achieve
“hegemony” (or domination) in
Asia. This means that both Japan
and China are now on record as
opposing Soviel expansion in Asia
and the Pacific,

And there are several indications
that the Soviet Union indeed does
have such plans. Continuing pres-
sure on the Chinese border, n-
creased Soviet naval strength in the
Pacific, the economic development
ol Siberia, and Brezhnev's proposed
seccurity pact for all of Asia have

(Continued on page 3, col. 2)

Healing Historic Wounds

TURKEY
BOLSTERS

' TIES WITH

THE SOVIET
UNION

Uncertainty in its relations with
the West 1s moving Turkey toward
triendhier ties with 1ts long-time ad-
versary, the Soviet Union,

As a result of the sudden U.S.
arms embargo levied against Turkey
last year, Turkish officials no longer
feel they can be assured of support
from their distant Amenican allies in
the event of any future military con-
frontation with the U.S.S.R. Taking
a cue from the US., they have
therefore begun engaging in a bit of
their own détente-making in an at-
tempt to ease tensions mth their
giant neighbor to the north.

Congress cul off arms aid to Tur-
key in February 1975 when Ankara
used American weapons in ils in-
vasion of Cyprus. This was a sharp
blow to the primarily American-
equipped lurkish army. In retah-
ation, Turkey closed down some 26
LS. bases in the country last July,
including sensitive U.S, Itﬂs.nm“
posts which eavesdropped on the
southern Soviet Union.

Although the U.S. ban on arms
shipments was relaxed last October,
Turkey has faled 1o reopen the
bases. It 1s generally behieved it will
not do so until Congress promises
military grants and credits to Tur-
key for 1976, which thus far has not
been done,

History of Antagonism

Turkey and the Soviet Union,
who share a 380-mile frontier, pos-
s€5s a centuries-long history ol con-
frontation and war. It was not until
1923 that Kemal Ataturk whose
revolt in that year had founded the
Turkish Republic on the ashes of
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the Ottoman Empire — and Vladi-
mir Lenin signed a treaty of friend-
ship and nonaggression.

But following World War I, the
Kremlin denounced the pact and
Stalin  demanded territorial con-
cessions in eastern Turkey, and even
more important, a Soviet base on
the Dardanelles — part of that nar-
row passageway which provides the
Soviet navy with its only outlet from
the Black Sea into the strategic
Mediterranean.

As a result of those Soviet pres-
sures, Turkey eventually moved into
the Western camp and, i 1952, be-
camec a member of the NATO al-
liance.

Following two decades of Cold
War confrontation, Turkey and the
Soviel Union began reestablishing
contacts in the 1960s. Various devel-
opment projects were initiated. in-
cluding the large Iskenderun iron
and steel combine and an alumi-
num factory at Seydisehir, north of
the Taurus mountains.

In 1975, the Soviet Umion backed
Turkey mn its confrontation with
Greece over Cyprus, fearing Greek
control of the island would turn 1
into a possible NATO *aircraft car-
rier.”

Now, with problems in its rela-
tions with the United States and
Western Europe (where Turkey is
an associate member of the EEC),
Ankara appears to be finalizing the
process of reconciliation with the
Soviets.

Former defense minister Hasan
Isik, however, recently told the
Turkish magazine Outlook: “The
problem is not one of changing
friends, but of expanding and en-
larging friendships.”

In December, Soviet Premier
Alexi Kosygin paid a 4-day visit to
the Turkish capital at Turkey’s in-
vitation, The meeung resulted in a
promise that the two nations would
sign a “political document on
friendly relations and cooperation™
at a high-level meeting in the near
future. The final joint communigué
noted that the talks were in the “tra-
dition of friendly cooperation estab-
lished by Kemal Ataturk and
Lenin.”
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Kosvgin Visit

The communiqué also said that
Premier Demirel and Turkish Presi-
dent Fahri Koruturk had accepted
invitations to visit Moscow.

Al home, however, Premier
Demirel remains as adamantly op-
posed to domestic communism as
ever. And as the Soviet Union still
supports exiled Turkish commu-
nists, Demuirel 1s sull suspicious of
the Kremlin's designs on Turkey.

Some Turks feel the Soviet
Union’s objective — dominance and,
il possible, control over the Bos-
porus-Dardanelles waterway — has
not changed, only her tactics for
achieving 11. They believe the
Kremlin is trying to woo Turkey
away from the West, and if not into
the Eastern camp, at least to a state
of neutrality or “Finlandization.”

Economics also plays a significant
part in Turkey’s superpower balanc-
ing act. With a balance of payments
deficit of some £1.5.000m, Turkey
desperately needs cash — from what-
ever source.

*“1 will do what is in my interests,”
Demirel asserted recently. “Is it only
the United States, the European In-
vestmenl Bank, the World Bank?
No. Why be satsfied with the little
they give?”

The Soviets have recently pledged
over £300,000m worth of credits to
Turkey.

Strategic Real Estate

Though Turkey insists that
friendlier relations with the Soviet
Union will not senously affect rela-
tions with the Umited States, her
current reassessment of relations
with Washington may portend omi-
nously for the future.

Sitting astride one of the world’s
mosl strategic waterways, which
way Turkey leans in the future
could be a critical factor both in
East-West relations and big power
diplomacy in the broad scope of
Middle East affairs.

In any case, most observers feel
that in the aftermath of last ycar’s
arms embargo, relations between
Turkey and the U.S. will never be
the same. O
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Common Market
Green Light

GREECE TO
BECOME
NUMBER
TEN?

BRUSSELS: Negouations to make
Greece the tenth member of the Eu-
ropean Economic Community
should start as soon as possible. This
was the decision made here in Brus-
sels, the night of February 9, by the
nine foreign ministers of the Euro-
pean Community. Their decision
overrides the recommendation last
month by the European Commis-
sion that Greece should undergo a
prolonged period of structural
change before being admitted.

Greece first applied for member-
ship to the Community last year
after shaking off its military dicta-
torship in 1974.

During the next few months, the
committee of permanent representa-
tives of the nine nations in Brussels
will work out a negotiating mandate
which will then be approved by the
Council of Ministers, after which
time formal negotiations will begin.
They are expected to last for some
time, perhaps two or three years.

There are a number of economic
problems to be overcome, such as a
relatively weak industnal base in
Circece and the fact that a large seg-
ment of the population is sull in-
volved in agnculture. Nevertheless,
the general feeling is that despite
the economic problems, the political
factor 1s more important. As Coun-
cil of Ministers President, Gaston
Thorn, said: “Politically they’ll
come in when they want; economi-
cally they’ll come in when they
can.”

For years, Plain Truth has -
formed its readers that there would
arise¢ an end-time, ten-nation union
in Europe which would eventually
become a new superpower to rival
both the United States and the Soviet
Union. The new decision regarding
Greece could be a significant move in
such a development. O




New Report Forms

“Building Block™
for United Europe

by Ray Kosanke

ened, Europe is divided, and

the greatest danger comes from
her divisions. The hour has come to
take action commensurate with the
danger. . .. We can tomorrow build
the greatest political formation and
the greatest economic unit our age
has seen. Never will the history of
the world have known so powerful a
gathering of free men.”

The above quote was first made in
the Hague in 1948 at the Congress of
Europe that year. It was cited in early
February this vear by the man whom
the nine heads of government of the
European Economic Community
chose to formulate a futunstic report
on just how Europe should go about
the process of union.

The man, Belgian Prime Minister
Leo Tindemans, presented his final
drafl in January of this year after
spending all of 1975 in Europe-wide
consultations.

The wide ranging document calls for
harmomization of existing national
policies on a broad scale — from
creation of a European armaments
agency and a common energy policy
to a wide range of social reforms.

B RUSSELS: “Europe is threal-

Brandt to Run for Europe’s
“Super Parliament™

European reaction to the Tin-
demans’ report runs the gamut from
“excellent,” “pragmatic,” “work-
manlike,” and “worth discussing” to
“incomplete,” *“too conservative,”
“just another report.” and “a plan
[which will] just create conflict.”

In spite of such cnticism, the Eu-
ropean Movement — which has long
sought European unification under
such leaders as Adenauer, Church-
ill, Schuman, Spaak, Monnet, and
Jean Rey — seized on the Tin-
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demans’ report in February of this
year at its Council of Europe meet-
ing in Brussels to promote Tin-
demans’ efforts and to add both a
timetable and a procedure for ac-
complishing European union over
the years ahead.

The political basis for a united
FEurope was given major impetus at
the February meeting when former
West German Chancellor Willy
Brandt announced his candidacy for
the European Parliament when it
holds its first-ever Europe-wide pop-
ular election two years from now.
(Delegates are presently appointed
by the governments of the nine
member nations.)

An Independent Military

Rather startling, the European
Movement's dralt declaration stated
that the action proposed by the Bel-
gian prime minister relating to the
formation of a common foreign pol-
icy and a European defense eflfort
“must be decided and implemented
as early as 1976.7

While such an achievement s
hardly a possibility this year unless
Europe 15 suddenly and dramat-
cally threatened from without, steps
are being taken which will see Eu-
rope with an increasingly indepen-
dent defense structure with every
month that passes.

An “Independent European
Ciroup™ has just been established at
a meeting in Rome of the ten Euro-
pean NATO countries plus France.
“Without interfering in national re-
sponsibilities,” the group 15 sup-
posed to harmonize national arms
equipment plans, reach agreements
on joint military projects, and elimi-
nate overlapping in the production
of European armaments.
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While similar efforts are being
made within the official NATO
structure as well, this European
group has been set up to be inde-
pendent of NATO and of the
United States — primarily to allow
France to get in on the act of a
European defense effort. At present,
internal French politics have made
any such moves within NATO or in
conjunction with the Americans im-
possible. The IEG is trying to get
around that.

Even as the IEG was being set up
at the Rome meeting, back in Brus-
sels Belgian Defense Minister Paul
Vanden Boeynants came out with a
speech clearly designed to promote
European military unity while mov-
ing away from dependence on the
United States for military security:

“Europe can no longer satisfy it-
self by trusting the Americans. ...
What will become of us if the
United States’ nuclear umbrella
were Lo disappear tomorrow? We'd
be in real trouble. Europe must
unite not only politically but also
militarily. It is a necessity for our
secunty.” O

Excerpls

from the

Tindemans
ort

eo Tindemans, 33-year-old prime

minister of Belgium for the last
iwo years, was commissioned by
the other heads of government of
the European Common Market to
prepare  single-handedly the latest
study and recommendations on the
future of European unity.

The following are the principle
conclusions and recommendations
advanced by Mr. Tindemans on Jan-
wary 7, 1976 in his 41-page repori
entitled “European Union: Report 1o
the European Council.™
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® Europe’s Yulnerability

“During my visits [around Europe
preparing the report] I was struck by
the widespread feeling that we are
vulnerable and powerless. This is a
new experience for our peoples in
recent history. ... What weight do
isolated voices have unless they are
those of the superpowers?”

® Why Europe Must Unite

“For thirty years the relative
weight and influence of our states in
the world have been continually re-
duced. ... Both internally and ex-
ternally, the room for maneuver of
the individual states has decreased.

“The construction of Europe 1s
the only all-inclusive answer to this
challenge. ... It is the only answer
which seeks everywhere (o regain
some of the control and power
which is slipping from us, and to
enable us to build the society in
which we want to live.

“Al a time when unemployment
and inflation are rampant 1n all our
countries, where everyone questions
the causes of the weakness of our
cconomic and political structures,
and when the prosperity of Europe
depends on factors outside our con-
trol, the European effort must...
shape a more just society in which
our common values are observed so
that we can make our voice heard in
the world with the power of our
union behind 1t.”

® Relations With America

“The need for Europe to speak
with one voice in its relations with
the United States 1s one of the un-
derlying reasons for the construction
of Europe. A constructive dialogue
between the European union, con-
scious of its idenuty, and the leading
Western  poliucal, economic, and
military power, is necessary without
delay.”

® Major Work Yet to Be Done

“European union will not be com-
plete unul it has drawn up a com-
mon defense policy.”

“There is [presently] no agree-
ment on how to achieve a common
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JAPAN AND CHINA

(Continued from page 2)

signaled to the Japanese that the
Soviets have hopes of pushing their
influence eastward.

Another reason why the Japanese
have turned away from Moscow
and now look to Peking is the refu-
sal on the part of the USSR, 1o
return a number of former Japanese
islands which came under its control
as part ol the Yalta agreement alter
World War Il. (Ironically, the czar
had officially repudiated any Rus-
sian claim on the islands years be-
fore.) The Russians insisted from
the beginning that return of the is-
lands was “nonnegotiable.” Two ex-
ceptions were held out: If Tokyo
would sign with the Russians and
remove American bases from the
Japanese mainland, then the Soviels
would give back two of the lesser,
nonstrategic 1slands which the Japa-
nese claim. The Japanese gave this
ill-disguised attempt to reduce
American influence in Asia a cool
reception,

economic and monetary policy, nor
is there e¢ven any sustained dis-
cussion of the subject. And yet this
s a basic requirement for achieving
a European union.™

® No Progress Without
Will to Act

“The beliet that the union 1s vital

~and necessary will enable us to over-

come conllicts of interest and differ-
ences of opmion. Only the will o
achieve umion can give the neces-
sary powers to the common in-
stututions. Without this political kiss
of life the institutions of the union
will always lack substance and
force.”

® If Europe Doesn’t Unite

“What price would we pay for in-
action? The crumbling away of the
Community, voices isolated and
often going unheard in the theatre
of the world, increasingly less con-
trol over our destiny, an uncon-
vincing Europe without a
future.” 0O
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Another problem for the Russians
was their own diplomacy. The Japa-
nese complained that the Russian
diplomats with whom they had to
negotiate were awkward, rude, and
secretive. Furthermore, even while
the talks were being conducted,
Russian vessels continued to shoot
at Japanese fishing ships in the
northern Pacfic, and Russian air-
craft continued o fly over remote
areas of Japanese territory.

The upshot of all this is that the
era of Japan’s traditional “soft line™
toward the Soviet Union appears to
be over. And in ils place comes
friendlier contacts with Peking.

The origins of Japan’s better rela-
tionship with China began in 1972
with President Nixon's famed trip to
Peking. After that time, the Japa-
nese followed the American lead of
both *détente” with the Soviet
Union and closer ties to the People’s
Republic of China. But Japanese re-
lations improved much more rap-
idly with China than they did with
Russia.

Then came the discovery of o1l in
China. Contrasted with the frozen
wastes of Siberia, Chinese oil is rela-
tively easy to extract. The Japanese
have only been oo eager to sell so-
phisticated drilling equipment to
China and hope to someday tap the
mainland as a source of oil.

Japanese-Chinese trade has
boomed during the past several
years. Last yvear the Japanese sold
over £1200 m. in industrial hard-
ware o the People’s Republic, mak-
ing China Japan’s best Asian
cuslomer.

Japanese Prime Minister Takeo
Miki is known to favor strengthened
ties to China. In fact, as a young
politician in the 1930%, Miki ac-
tively opposed Japan’s attack on
China at a tume when such a stand
made him hable to assassination.

In a world where the big power
alliances are constantly fluid and
the geopolitical winds of change are
continually blowing, the prospect of
finding the two great Oriental pow-
ers entwined in a major alliance is
not at all an unlikely possibility in
the years to come. O



POLAND’S CHURCH

Challenge to Communist Regime

by G. O. Marx

ARSAW: In recent vears

w Poland has witnessed a re-

markable transformation In

the relationships between church

and state. [t 1s one communist coun-

try where two opposing ideologies
have learned to co-exist.

Confrontation between the Cath-
olic Church and the Communist re-
gime had constituted for so long an
essential part of post-war policy. But
now the ideological hatchet has
been buried.

The modus vivendi has served Lo
lessen both the state’s former frontal
attack on the church and the
church's overt criticism of the state.
“There 15 no church-state struggle at
the moment,” is the way one senior
Warsaw government official worded
it.

Murtual Co-existence

This mutual co-existence has
given the church a relatively free
hand to preside over her interests in
this country. With 96 percent of the
population adhering to the Catholic
faith, of which 80 per cent consider
themselves devout, the church in
Poland 1s not faced with a dwindling
decrease in attendance — as is the
case in many Catholic areas in the
West.

In this country, the Catholic
Church constitutes the most pow-
erful religious body anywhere in the
communist world, at times referred
to as “the other government in Po-
land.” Her unique position allows
the church to significantly influence
government policy.

Religion constitutes an important
aspect of Polish life, both histori-
cally and culturally. This becomes
obvious to the visitor when seeing
the many crucifixes and madonnas
encased in roadside shrines dotting
the countryside. Once each year, the
city of Czestochowa becomes the
Mecca for devout Catholics as they
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lake part in the religious processions
s0 reminiscent of Lourdes.

Ironically, the Catholic Church
has made great strides since the ad-
vent of communism in Poland,
growing (rom 8,500 pansh priests in
1941 to well over 11.000 today.
Seminanes number around 50 with
an additional Academy of Catholic
Theology in Warsaw, which is even
subsidized by the government —
partly for political reasons. The
Church publishes about 60 Catholic
newspapers and runs several pub-
lishing houses. The extent of Catho-
lic influence is seen by the fact that
the Roman Catholic Church in Po-
land numbers 32 million souls,
whereas the atheistic Society for the
Propagation of Secular Culture
numbers less than 350,000. The hst
of annual holidays in Poland reveals
a similar pattern. Four are religious
festivals, two are general and only
one is political in nature.

When Communists Attend Church

One particular survey shows that
77 per cent of Catholics attend mass
weekly, while 70 per cent of War-
saw’s umiversity students are prac-
tising Catholics, including a large
percentage of university teachers
and professors, even government of-
ficials. A far cry from yesteryear,
when practising Catholics were rele-
gated to second class status. An as-
tlonishing 95 per cent of all children
are baptized and receive religious
instruction, including the children of
many leading party members. In
years past, some communist officials
would secretly take their newborn
children to another village or town
to have them baptized, in this man-
ner hoping to forgo identification.
But today, these clandestine meth-
ods are no longer necessary. There
1s little if any stigma for even party
members having their offspring
baptized.
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Article 70 of the 1952 Constitu-
tion seems to give the Catholic
Church practically an open door
when 1t states that Poland “guaran-
tees freedom of conscience and reli-
gion to citizens. The church and
other religious bodies may freely ex-
ercise their religious functions. It is
forbidden to coerce or prevenl cili-
zens from taking part in religious
activities or rites. It is also forbidden
o coerce anybody to participate in
religious activities or rites.”

Religious Freedom Moderated

This freedom does not, however,
give the church carte blanche control
of its own affairs. There are restric-
tions. The state always remains the
final authority on important mat-
ters, although it has given its pledge
to consider the church’s view on all
essential issues.

In spite of church/state rap-
prochement, points of friction do
exist. The government does not
allow any religious teaching in the
state-run schools. The church must
also check with the government be-
fore getting state blessing for nomi-
nations to senior ecclesiastical posts.
Even following approval, the com-
munist authorities reserve the right
to rescind the decisions up to three
months thereafter. The state also
gets a cut from church members’
donations, and the church often
finds it difficult to receive speedy
approval to build more churches to
cater to the increase in membership.

The main bone of contention,
however, centres around the Catho-
lic Church’s wish to be the sole rep-
resentative in training the young in
moral teaching. In many villages,
religious classes are held by the
church, but primarily after school
hours, and often with a 100 per cent
attendance. Whereas the state has
given up hope of dissuading the old
and middle-aged from practising re-
ligion, communist leaders have not
thrown in the towel where the
young are concerned. With 50 per
cent of the population born in the
last 25 years, government officials
yet hope that indoctrinating Polish
youth with Marxist-Leninist educa-
tion, where religion is put in a bad
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light, will eventually lead to an ac-
ceptance of communist ideology.

Although it is too early to give an
accurate assessment indications are
that the current trend in this direc-
tion is not all that encouraging for
the government.

Visit From Pope?

For some years now, rumours
have persisted that the country is to
receive a visit from the Pope. Such a
development would enhance the
prestige of the Catholic Church in

Poland immensely. It would serve as
a tremendous morale booster for the
population in this most Catholic
country in the world. Paradoxically,
the leaders would also welcome a
papal wvisit, since it would be
interpreted by them as tacit ap-
proval of Poland’s communist
government.

In the meantime, Poland’s two
opposing ideologies continue their
co-existence, all the while striving to
maintain and extend their respec-
tive control over the people. [0

by Melvin Rhodes

ALISBURY, Rhodesia — The
s re-opening of the Suez Canal
has reaffirmed the importance
of the French territory of the Afars
and Issas to the Western alliance,
With its capital and port city Dji-
bouti overlooking the southern en-
trance to the Red Sea, its strategic
location is of great interest to Ethio-
pia. Somalia, Western Europe and
the U.S.5.R.

Only twenty vears ago, the Suez
Canal, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
fell firmly in the sphere of Western
influence. Arab and African nation-
alism have dealt savage blows 10
Western powers in the interim.

At the very ume when the Soviet
Union is expanding its naval pres-
ence in the area and consequently
its influence, this June France is
lowering the flag, like a final cur-
tain, on the last European colony of
Africa and on Western influence in
the area.

After independence, France in-
tends maintaining a military base in
the area. How long that will last is
anybody’s guess, but precedent sug-
gests a few years.

The vacuum will most likely be
filled by the Soviet Union, and al-
ready, neighbouring pro-Soviet So-
malia is making rumblings about a
future annexation of her diminutive
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NEW RIVALRY ON
THE HORN OF AFRICA?

neighbour, exploiting the ethnic di-
visions in the territory.

The French intend imposing a mi-
nority government upon the people,
Representing the pro-French and
pro-Ethiopian Afars tribe is the Na-
tional Independence Union (U.N.1.)
of Mr. Ali Aref Bourhan. Unfortu-
nately the party commands little sup-
port outside of its own tribe, which
accounts for only 30% of the tern-
tory’s population,

The Somali-backed opposition
African Popular Independence
League represents the larger Issas
tribe, accounting for 50% of the na-
tion’s people.

France’s backing of Bourhan em-
phasises her desire to maintain some
form of influence in the area, and
keep the Soviet Union out. But, by
aiming to keep a Western influence in
the strategically and economically
important port of Djibouti, they may
just invite another African conflict,

Somalia has long been Russia’s
major ally in Africa, enjoying the
advantage of all the latest military
hardware from Moscow. Much of this s
now moving up to Djibouti’s border.

The Somali build-up places
Ethiopia in a dilemma. Not only are
ethnic and religious ties with the
Afars at stake. Djibouti provides
Ethiopia with its major outlet to the
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sea, an increasingly important outlet
as a civil war in Ethiopia’s province
of Entrea has hampered the use of
her own ports. And Ethiopia. her
hands already full in Enitrea, lacks
the resources to fight a costly war
with Somalia over Djibout.

A French military departure
could mean a Somali victory in the
area. The real victor, though, would
be the Soviet Union. Already pos-
sessing a big base in the Somah port
of Berbera, and naval facilities
across the Gulf of Aden in Yemen,
Soviet dominance of Djibouti
through Somalia would clinch the
area for Afnca’s newest colomal
power — the U.S.S.R.

Ironically the independence of
Europe’s latest African colony
comes in the same year as Russia —
the only major European power
never Lo possess African colonies —
makes her greatest gains on that
continent.

West Europeans are increasingly
concerned over these Soviet gains.
As Belgian Defence Minister Paul
Vanden Boeynants stated: “The So-
viet Union has a new beachhead in
Africa today. When you hold An-
gola, you hold the Cape route. Sixty
per cent of Europe’s oil supply uses
this route.”

French President Giscard
d’Estaing reflected the same concern:
“There is a problem today in the
conduct of European policies. The
problem is the absence of a European
political capacity, and the great ques-
tion 1s whether Europe will be able to
develop that capacity.”

While Europe searches for a new
foreign policy, it remains to be seen
whether France will support the free-
dom of her former territory. or
whether like other Western powers
have done on the African continent,
beat a hasty retreat before the on-
slaught of Soviet military might.

Djibouti lies on a major west Euro-
pean trade route, overlooking the
entrance to the Red Sea and the Gulf
of Aden, an area fast becoming a
scene of great-power rivalry. At stake
isnot only the independence of a new
nation, but a traditional trade route
of Western Europe and the freedom
of theseas. O



ATLANTIS
NOW 10 BE
FOUND IN

BAHAMAS?

by Clarence 5. Bass

istory abounds with stories of
people looking for the lost con-
tinent of Atlanus. And it is
strange how the idea of a lost conti-
nent has persisted when really there
is not that much historical evidence
to suggest that it ever did exist.

Curiously enough, the latest
search for Atlantis is taking place in
the area of the Bahamas,

But first. back to ancient historv
(or mythology).

There was a legendary island in
the Atlantuc Ocean. first mentioned
by Plato. He represented it as being
]argr:r than Asia Minor and Libya
combined and said it was situated
just beyond the “Pillars of Hercules
[Straits of Gibraltar].”

According to Plato, beyond it lay
an archipelago of lesser islands from
which one could pass to the whole
of the continent which lay opposite
it. Warnors from this land were sup-
posed to have overrun the lands
bordering the Mediterranean.

Plato’s description of the people
of this legendary land is reminiscent
ol the Greek idea of the Golden
Age. The following account is from
Plato’s Critias.

“For many generations, as long as
the divine nature lasted in them.
they were obedient to the laws and
well affectioned toward the gods,
who were their kinsmen; for they
possessed true and n every way
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greal spirits, practicing gentleness
and wisdom in the various chances
of life and in their intercourse with
one another. But when this di-
vine portion th.m to fade away in
them. and became diluted too oflen
and with wo much of the mortal
admixture, and the human nature
gol the upper hand, then they, being
uniable to bear their fortune, be-
came unseemly, and to him who
had an cye to see, they became base
and had lost the fairest of their pre-
cious gifts; but to those who had no
eye Lo see the true happiness they
stull appeared glorious and blessed
at the very time when they were
filled with unrighteous avarice and
power. Zeus. the god of gods, who
rules with law, and 15 able o see
into such things, perceiving that an
honorable race was in a most
wretched state, and wanung 1o in-
flict punishment on them that they
might be chastened and improve.
collected all the gods into his holy
habitation, which, being placed in
the center of the world, sees all
things that partake of generation.
And when he had called them to-
gether, he spake as follows:™ And at
that point Plato’s dialogue stops.
The legend of Atlantis is extant in
the folklore of several races. Irom
Gibraltar to the Hebndes. As the
Encyclopaedia Britannica (11th edi-
tion) states under the article “At-
lantis™; “The island was variously
identified with America, Scandi-
navia, the Canaries and even Pales-
tine; ethnologists saw in ils
inhabitants the ancestors of the

Guanchos [aboriginal inhabitants of

the Canary Islands]. the Basques or
the ancient Italians: and even in the
I7th and 18th centuries the credi-
bility of the whole legend was sen-
ously debated and sometimes
admitted, even by Montaigne. Bul-
fon and Voltaire.”

Today, Dr. David Zink, hterary
historian and professor of English at
Lamar State College of Technology,
Beaumont, Texas. i1s convinced that
a site in the Bahamas near the is-
land of Bimini has special sigmifi-
cance. Dr. Zink believes the stones
(of Bimini Road) are evidence ol a
megalithic (large stone) site of great
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antiquity and that there are in-
dications of a “sacred geometry”
similar to that which has been sug-
gested by recent studies of Stone-
henge in England.

Dr. Zink holds a hypothesis that
these huge slabs are remains of the
legendary Atlantis and that the site
can be placed in a pattern of similar
megalithic sites around the world.
He theorizes that these sites indicate
the existence of a high civilization
on earth before the dawn of our era.

One interesting discovery made
by Dr. Zink last summer was a small
slab with a sophisticated tongue and
groove feature. It was composed of
a mixture of sandstone and lime-
stone not native 1o the Bahamas. It
was not related to any area culture.

In his search for Atlantis, Dr,
Zink vtilizes information from psy-
chics to imnate field research.
Amencan seer Edgar Cayce 1s said
to have predicted that Atlantis
would be found in the waters of
Bimini in 1968 or 1969. It was about
that ume, said Zink, that Dr. I
Manson Valentine, a Flornida ma-
rine expert. announced he had
found something unusual in the Ba-
hamas. The Cayce Foundation has
given Dr. Zink a research grant,
hoping that Cayce’s prediction can
be fulfilled.

However, the National Geo-
graphic Society concluded in an
early report that the formations
were natural and has refused to con-
sider a research grant for Dr. Zink
unless he can prove otherwise.

Whether one believes Dr. Zink
has really found something or i1s
merely seeking to fulfill a prophecy
it has to be acknowledged that
searching for the lost continent is
not just a fanciful dea. Noted ex-
plorer and diver Jacques Cousteau,
who also hopes to solve the legend
of Atlanus, 1s reported to be search-
ing for Atlantis in the Aegean Sea,
near the Island of Thera,

One must hope that someone will
come by enough evidence to pro-
duce some solid conclusions which
will enable mankind, once and for
all, 1o either accept or lay to rest
eternally the idea of a lost conti-
nent. O
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WILL MANKIND SURVIVE
THE 20th CENTURY?

The frequency and urgency with which this unseittling question
is being discussed in scientific and political circles is indicative
of the unprecedented age in which we live.

ncontrollable crises seem to be
Zeroing in on the peoples of the
world. Dwindling food sup-
plics, soaring populations, mass
starvation, rampaging nfation,
monetary chaos, energy crises, re-
source competition, political dis-
array, wars and threats of wars,
arms races, nuclear proliferation,

lerrorism, soaring crime, moral
decay, weather upsets, pollution,
and natural disasters all seem to
defy solution by anything short of a
new world order.

In the past, many of these prob-
lems seemed to be unrelated to each
other. Now they form a perverse,
interconnecting web — the “solu-
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tion” to any one of them often com-
pounding the severity of scveral
others,

According to George Wald, a
1967 Nobel Laureate in physiology
and medicine: *It s a dreadlul
truth, hard to lhive with.... Human
hiie 1s now threatened as never be-
fore, not by one but by many perils,
cach in tself capable ol destroying
us, but all interrelated. and all com-
ing upon us together. I am one of
those scientists who does nol see
how to bring the human race much
past the year 2000.™

Many find 1t difficult to consider

(Continued on page 16)
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TOTAL WAR

“Mankind must put an end to war — or war will put an end to mankind.
Together we shall save our planet — or together we

SPECTRE

shall perish in its flames.”

— President John F. Kennedy, 1961

by Donald D. Schroeder and George Ritter

spiruling dangcmu.ﬁly out of

Ihl: greatest arms race in history is

control. Nations are talking
peace while sharpening their swords
for war.

Just since the end of 1973, the
Middle East has become a huge
armed camp. Africa has become an
arms dump as major powers pour
modern weapons into Angola, So-
malia and Uganda. The super-
powers continue to add both costly
complex conventional hardware and
supersophisticated nuclear weapons
and delivery systems to their arse-
nals. What wonder-weapons may be

on the drawing boards is anyone's
guess.

Nuclear Pandora’s Box Opened

Arms control officials decry the
fact that weapons of mass destruc-
tion are about to burst out of the
privy possession of a handful of ma-
jor powers. In the wake of the oil
crisis, nuclear power plant orders
and construction are booming. As a
byproduct, twenty to thirty nations
will have the capability of produc-
ing nuclear bombs in just ten years.

Commumist China sporadically
explodes nuclear devices in its race

to overcome military inferionty to
the Soviet Union. India has already
detonated a Nagasaki-sized “peace-
ful device.” Israel is thought to pos-
sess the components for as many as
a dozen atom bombs. Egypt, Argen-
tina, Brazil. and South Africa are on
the nuclear threshold. Spain. Japan,
South Korea, Australia, and other
industrially advanced nations could

join the nuclear club any time politi-

cal leaders decide 1t 1s expedient.
Recently, Brazil's president
said, after negotiating for the “com-
plete nuclear fuel cycle” from West
Germany, that “if the explosives are

WARS
AND RUMORS

“The world’s major powers are
technically at peace. But at least
a dozen shooting wars, large and
small, are in progress around the
globe — including some that have
been going on since the 1940s.
The battlefields are scattered
across Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin
America and the Middle East,
and the death toll is in the mil-

HomS." _ UPL, Feb. 14, 1975

“IThere were] 97 wars during
the period 1945-69. The total du-
ration of these conflicts exceeded
250 years, and there was not a

single day in which one or several

wars were not fought somewhere

in the world. The number of per-

sons killed in action since 1945
amounts to tens of millions.”™

— art. “World Armaments

and Disarmament”,

Stockholm International Peace

Research Institute

Yearbook, 1975

“Five panelsts at a Harvard-
MIT arms control seminar said
they believed nuclear war in
some form will erupt before
1999."

— UPL Nov. 2, 1975

“Retired Adm. Gene R. La-
Racque told the U.S. Congress in
September that the owverkill ca-
pacity of the Soviet Union and

the United States has so in-
creased that the combined raw
megatonnage of both nations is
equal to 1.2 million bombs of the
type that destroyed Hiro-

shima.....~ _ AP, Sept. 11, 1974

“From 1945 to 1970 the num-
ber of nuclear warheads in the
U.S. strategic arsenal went from
zero to about 4,000, From 1970 to
mid-1975 the number [has] in-
crease[d] to almost 10,000.”

Scientific American,
Nov, 1973

“A top strategy experl says the
combination of improved weap-
onry and crumbling alliances has
increased the lhikelihood of wars

in the next 15 years.”
— AP, Aug. 23, 1975
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typified as peaceful, 1 think all
countries should have the right to
make them.” Unfortunately, the dif-
ference between “peaceful” nuclear
explosions for national development
and those for military applications
is, for practical purposes, nonex-
iIstent,

Caution and reason are being
thrown to the winds in the race to
“go nuclear.” After India’s home-
grown A-bomb had exploded. the
prime minister of neighboring Paki-
stan vowed: “We will eat leaves and
grass, even go hungry, but we will
have to get one of our own.” The
Shah of Iran commented in the
wake of recent growing fears of nu-
clear prohiferation: “If small nations
arm themselves with nuclear weap-
ons, Iran will seek possession of
them sooner than you think.”

Over 90 nations have signed the
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty.
But it is rarely reported that any
signatory nation can withdraw after
90 days notification. Complicating
the situation is that key nations such
as France, China, and Israel have
never signed the NPT and are not
bound by any agreement.

Hammering Plowshares into Swords

The proliferation of nuclear arms
is by no means the only worry to
arms control experts. They are also
distressed over the large volume of
conventional weapons being sold.

Whereas thirty years ago only five
nations were in the position of being
significant arms sellers, today over
30 nations are deeply involved in
the highly competitive trade.

Since 1959 more than a dozen
multilateral and bilateral arms con-
trol agreements have been con-
cluded. In the same period world
arms expenditures have more than
doubled — from £48,000 m. to
£120,000 m. this year. (The last fig-
ure incidentally is roughly equal to
the entire income of the poorer half
of mankind.) Fully one quarter of
the world’s scientific talent is de-
voted to making the art of warfare
more deadly and sophisticated.

In 1952 the nations of the world
spent £150 m. on foreign purchases

(Continued on page 13)
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THE SILENT ARSENAL

Nuclear weapons are only part of
man’s mass annihilation arsenal.
Other weapons, while not as os-
tentatious or spectacular as the
H-bomb, can nevertheless be just
as devastating.

Recently, Soviet Party General
Secretary Leonid Brezhnev im-
plied that the Soviet Union is on
the verge of a technological
breakthrough so revolutionary
that “a serious danger arises of
the creation of a weapon even
more awesome than the nuclear
one.”

Brezhnev did not elaborate,
but we are aware that a whole
arsenal of potent “silent killers”
15 already in existence or is in the
late stages of development. Some
examples:

The Laser. At the top of almost
everybody’s list of new horror
weapons 15 the laser. Powerful la-
ser guns concentrating unbeliev-
able amounts of energy into a
narrow death ray traveling at the
speed of light have already be-
gun to revolutionize modern war-
fare. Pulses of over 100,000
million watts enable present de-
velopments of the invention to
vaporize and obliterate almost
anything in their path.

Neutron bombs. Unlike nuclear
bombs, the neutron bomb has the
capacity to kill men with a stream
of deadly radiation, leaving ma-
chines and buildings undamaged.
Weapons that “kill” but do not
“destroy” look like they may al-
ready be a reality,

Nerve Gas. Minute quantities
of nerve agents much like Sarin
or VX gas can wreak incredible
havoe, killing millions upon mil-
lions of unsuspecting human
beings worldwide. Just one canis-
ter of the new generation of high
potency nerve gas is estimated to
be capable of killing 1000 million

people.

Germ Warfare. Biological
agents such as anthrax, brucel-
locis, tularemia, or exotic malad-
ies such as glanders and
melioidosis can inflict wide-
spread decimation on the human
population. For example, one
agent known as () fever is consid-
ered to be so deadly that less
than ten ounces, if properly dis-
persed, could potentially kill all
of humanity.

Chemical fireballs. A new gen-
eration of incendiary weapons is
being developed which produces
“chemical holocausts” radiating
thermal energy second only to
that of an atomic bomb.

Earthquake stimulation. The
science of earthquake prediction
and control may be turned into a
new kind of warfare — triggering
massive earth tremors in suscep-
tible areas.

Sound rays. Electro-acoustical
advancements in sound pulsat-
ions have demonstrated that
humans can be totally dis-
oriented by inaudible infrasound.
If they were further developed,
sound rays may become a further
novel method for human destruc-
ton.

Weather Warfare. New discov-
eries in the control of the envi-
ronment may bring whole
populations under the curse of
man-caused weather catas-
trophies. Torrential rains or sear-
ing droughts could devastate
wide areas; changes in the ozone
layer could also bring about the
decimation or destruction of all
life on earth.

Other new weapons could also
be cited, but surely the laser and
the neutron bomb are prime can-
didates for fulfilling the enigma-
tic prophecies in the book of
Revelation which seem to de-
scribe a strange new class of so-
phisticated weaponry. O
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DISARMAMENT - THE DISMAL RECORD

The eforts for world dis-
armament go back to the turn of
the century. The Hague Confer-
ences of 1899 and 1907 outlawed
expanding (dum-dum) bullets
and codified the laws of war on
land and sea in an attempt to
“humanize”™ warfare.

Alter World War 1, one of the
14 major points proposed by LS.
President Woodrow Wilson and
accepted by participants in the
peace tn:at}’ provided that “na-
tional armaments will be reduced
o the lowest point consistent
with domestic safety.”

The period between the two
world wars bustled with con-
certed attempts to achieve dis-
armament goals. In 1928, almosl
all nations renounced “aggressive
war” in the Kellogg-Bnand Pact.

The Washington Naval Treaty
of 1922 and the London Naval
Conference of 1930 sought 1o
limit the number of warships
maintained by big powers. The
League of Nations founded many
commuissions that led to the 1932
[Disarmament Conference in Ge-
neva,

Governments during the
thirties attempted to achieve dis-
armament by reducing the cal-
tbre ol naval guns, limiting
certain heavy weapons, and out-
lawing the practice of bombing
civilian populations. But none of
the countless discussions led any-
where substantially.

All the talk of arms cutbacks
was done with an eye to the de-
velopment of new weapons.
Agreements could be easily
reached on uu!lawing obsolescent
weapons scoring good puhl:c
relations points at the same time.
Mcanwhile, efforts could be de-
voted to new arms developments.

A perfect example was the lim-
its placed on the number of bat-
tleships permitted each nation
under the terms of the Washing-

ton Treaty of 1922, Huge capital
ships were becoming obsolete; it
was easy for all to agree to their
scaled-down use.

In 1933 both Japan and Ger-
many withdrew from the league,
denounced previous arms limita-
tions agreemenis and proceeded
lo massively rearm in prepara-
tion for the coming war.

In the early fifties President
Eisenhower emphasized the ur-
gency of gradual disarmament
under the most stringent inter-
national controls. He said: "It
had become clear, by 1953, that
the accumulation of atomic
weapons stockpiles, whose use
could destroy civilization, made
resorting 1o force an intolerable
means for settling international
disputes.”

In the ecarly sixties President
Kennedy said: “The achievement
of controlled disarmament is a
necessity to guarantce world
pPeace ....

Since then, a dozen major mul-
tilateral and bilateral treaties
have been signed — most stipu-
lating controls on the growth of,
but not the dismantling of, nu-
clear weapons.

Weapons control talks con-
tinue, but no one is disarming.
SALT II (not yet ]'.:lllﬁEd by the
LI.S.) s clungnn:d to “put a cap on
the arms race™ until 1985. But
instead of dampening the arms
race it permits each side 1o build
up in areas where 1t i1s weakesl
vis-i-vis the other — the United
States throw weight, the Soviet
Union in MIRVs and accuracy.

The SALT negotiations will
also do absolutely nothing to
stem the gualitative arms race
among the two superpowers
the race to develop the means to
deliver deadly payloads with
greater accuracy.

“Events in 1974, reported the
prestigious Stockholm Peace Re-

search Institute, “repeated the
now familiar pattern of relatively
rapid progress in military tech-
nology and little progress in at-
lempls to control the nuclear and
conventional arms races laking
place across the globe.”

The fact 1s that there is no di-
minution of the arms race be-
causc nations everywhere are stll
enslaved by fears, hatreds, prej-
udices and vamties of self-ag-
grandizing power.

President Lyndon Johnson said
in a speech in 1965: “The guns,
the bombs, the rockets and war-
ships are all symbols of human-
iy's faillure to find the way to
true peace.”

Professor Morgenthau summa-
rized the entire historical legacy
of disarmament failures as fol-
lows: “Men do not fight because
they have arms. They have arms
because they deem it necessary to
fight. Take away their arms, and
they will either fight with their
bare fists or get themselves new
arms with which to fight.

“What makes for war are the
conditions in the minds of men
which make war appear the
lesser of two evils. In those condi-
tions must be sought the disease
of which the desire for, and pos-
session of, arms is but a symp-
tom. So long as men seek to
dominate each other and to take
away. each other's possessions,
and so long as they fear and hate
each other, they will try to satisfy
their desires and to put their
emotions to rest.”

His words are very close to the
cause of war given clearly in the
Bible: “What causes wars, and
what causes fightings among
you? Is it not your passions that
are at war in your members?! You
desire and do not have; so you
kill. And you covet and cannot
obtain; so you fight and wage
war..." (James 4:1-2, RSV). 0O
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of conventional weapons. In fiscal
1974 they laid out £9.000 m. — a
staggering 6,000% increase. The
United States led the pace in sales
with £4.000 m. in weapons (80% 1o
the Middle East), followed by the
Soviet Union, France, and Britain,
the other three leading arms sellers,

While some nations such as the
LS. and Britain do impose limita-
tions on arms sales to certain coun-
tries, many others happily sit on
their political polanty and sell to
anyone with cash, regardless of the
customer’s wdeological stance. The
latest figures indicate fscal 1975-76
will be an even bigger boom vear
for the merchants of death.

Beyond Normal Comprehension

Living with superweapons of
mass destruction for over 20 years
has changed us, We have lost com-
prehension, in human terms, of the
dangerous times in which we live,

We could comprehend the largest
pre-nuclear bomb of World War 1,
the blockbuster, that could level a
whole aty block. It contained 10
tons of TNT. But how does one
comprehend the destructive force of
a | megaton bomb (1 million tons of
TNT equivalent), or a 20 megaton
or 50 megaton weapon? How does
one grasp the fact that the power of
all the bombs exploded in World
War Il can be contained in one
weapon carried in the bomb bay of
a single acroplane?

It 15 senseless to debate whether
mankind could be wiped out once,
five or a hundred times over in an
all-out nuclear war. We know every
major city of the major powers is
already targeted with a weapon or
weapons that could wipe it off the
map.

Gone are the days when it took a
lumbering., four-engined B-29
bomber hours to deliver its lethal
cargo. Now the job can be done in
minules by land or by sea. One U.S.
Poscidon submarine with MIRV
missiles can lob 160 warheads (each
with 2'5 times the destructive power
of the Hiroshima bomb) at targets
3,000 miles away. Soviet land-based
1ICBMs. with 250 Hiroshima-type

(Continued on page [5)
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Dr. Henry Kissinger:

“The Western world seems

to be floating without power
or rudder on a sea filled with

destructive evenis.”

French President Valery
Giscard d’Estaing:

“The world is unhappy.
Unhappy because it does
not know where it is going
and because it guesses
that, if it knew, it would be
that it is going toward

a catastrophe.”

Dr. W. H. Pickering:

“In half an hour the East
and the West could destroy
civilization.™

Dr. Robert Heilbronner:

“. .. nobodyis equipped
to deal with problems that
are rushing in on us,

from inflation to

nuclear weapons."”’

Adlai Stevenson:

“No physical peril

greater than atomic war
has confronted mortal man
since the Flood."”

Ewirrg Galicway

Gen. Douglas MacArthur:
“We have had our last
chance. If we will not devise
some greater and more
equitable system, Arma-
geddon will be at the door.”

Wide Worid

Dr. Albert Einstein:

“There is no defence in
science against the weapons
which destroy
civilization."

|

Sir Bertrand Russell:
“Never since human beings
first existed have they been
faced with so great a danger
as that which they have
brought upon themselves by
a combination of unrivaled
skill and unrivaled folly."

Dr. Herbert York:

"“The arms race

is a steady open spiral
downward toward oblivion.™
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Obsessed with the desire to be
like the nations around them, the
ancient Israclites demanded a
king instead of the succession of
theocratic judges who had pre-
viously governed them. The deci-
sion stemmed from their desire to
rely upon their own résources, as
distinct from the previous way of
relying on God'’s direct guidance.

In futility the prophet Samuel
warned them of the consequences
of their decision. “And he said,
This will be the manner of king
that shall reign over you: He will
take your sons, and appoint them
for himself, for his chariots, and
to be his horsemen; and some
shall run before his chariots. And
he will appoint him captains over
thousands, and captains over fif-
ties; and will set them ... to reap
his harvest, and to make his in-
struments of war, and in-
struments of his chariots™
(I Samuel 8:11-12).

But the Israelites went ahead
anyway and what they were soon
to discover was that the attendant
statecraft of making war is an ex-
pensive business, one which
drains the resources of a commu-
nity and lowers the general stan-
dard of living.

Three thousand years later we
are still discovering the same
thing. In the past thirty years, the
U.S. has spent over £500,000 mil-
fion on multifarious defence sys-
tems, largely the result of an
arms race with the Soviet Union.

The grisly “balance of terror”
which has evolved since World
War Il has progressively required
greater military spending. Should
one side develop a “first strike
capability,” that is, the means to
wipe out the other side’s nuclear
weapons before those weapons
could be used, the probable re-
sult would be a nuclear attack,

The latest and most contro-

versial publicly-known examples
of American weapons technology
are the Trident submarine and
the B-1 bomber.

More than twice the size of the
current Polaris submarine, the
Trident will carry 24 missiles,
each capable, with multiple war-
heads, of hitting over ten individ-
ually selected, pre-programmed
targets. One submarine could
theoretically destroy 240 cities!
Each Trnident submarine is ex-
pected to cost £800 m.

Each B-1 bomber will carry
over 40 tons of weapons and be
equipped with the most ad-
vanced electronics. Envisioned as
a replacement for the aging fleet
of 600 B-52s, each B-1, including
tankers and other support equip-
ment, could cost in the region of
£38 million.

Because of the ways in which
defence contracts are made, mili-
tary spending has proved espe-
cially vulnerable to inflation. The
“cost plus profit” method of de-
fence procurement has given in-
lflividual companies little
incentive to cut costs — so, many
subcontractors have an easy time
pushing through increases.

As a result, the “cost overrun™
has become a corporate way of
life for some defence industries.
The Trident was originally sched-
uled to cost £600 m., the B-1, £23
million.

One may assert that defence
spending represents a good in-
fusion of money to the economy
as a whole, as defence industries
employ more workers who in
turn have more money to spend.

There 15 a serious fallacy in this
argument. It fails to realize that,
except for the purpose of war, no
one would ever want a tank, a
missile submarine, or a bomber.
Not one of these items, of itself,
would ever be desired by any-

WHAT PRICE OVERKILL?

body except for “defence” pur-
poses. They add nothing in the
way of enjoyable wealth to the
private economy. Furthermore,
the money, man-hours, and raw
materials which go into building
tanks and bombers could also go
into  building schools, theatres,
furniture, or houses: items which
do contribute to the total enjoy-
able wealth within the economy.
War then, involves a tradeofl’ of
finite resources. This means for
every bomber, there are so many
houses which are not built.

Here are some simple facts
which show the incredible ex-
pense of modern warfare:

@ The entire world spends
more than £122,000 m. a vear on
military programs, enough
money (o give every man,
woman, and child in the world
over £300 a year. £300 a year —
theoretically, of course would
allow a family of four in India or
Bangladesh to eat at least as well
as a middle-class American fam-
ily.

® The estimated cost of whal
the Soviet Union spends on its
military establishment — over
£50.000 m. — would raise each
Russian’s standard of living by
over twenty-five percent.

® The annual cost of America’s
total military spending,
£55,000 m., would be enough 1o
pay for a rotal environmental
cleanup.

® The cosl of just one Trident
submarine would pay for more
than 30,000 suburban homes at
£25,000 each.,

® The price of the C-3A air-
craft program, £2,500 m., could
eliminate all hunger in America.

The world 15 afflicted with a
continual shortage of wealth and
resources, a shortage exacerbated
continuously by man’s tragic ten-
dency to war with himself. O
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bombs each, can devastate cities one
third of the way around the world.

Recently developed U.S. cruise
missiles, launched from planes or
submarines, can virtually hug the
treetops lo avoid detection and hit
within yards of their pre-pro-
grammed targets.

The statistics on overkill are in-
comprehensible. The United States
has a defense force that can deliver
the equivalent explosive power of
2,400 World War 1ls or the equiva-
lent power of 370,000 Hiroshima-
sized bombs. Russia has the equiva-
lent power of 4,000 World War Ils
or the power of 720,000 Hiroshimas
at her disposal. The two super-
powers can wipe out each other’s
civilization 100 times over, yet each
month they add a few more weap-
ons of mass destruction to their ar-
senals. The key, to the military men,
15 not just raw destructive force but
the development of more relhable
and accurate weapons and delivery
systems.

The world needs more nuclear
proliferation as much as it needs cy-
anide in every tea bag. The equiva-
lent of fifleen tons of TNT for every
man, woman, and child on the face
of the earth is quite enough already,

The Unthinkable Now Thinkable

During the fifties and sixties we
were told to console ourselves that
nuclear weapons were so horrible
and retaliation in kind so certain
that no agpressor would dare start
even a limited nuclear exchange.
However afler two decades of nu-
clear refinement, military strategy
thinking is shifting: the “unthink-
able™ may be thinkable — even nec-
essary.

According to this new reasoning a
limited nuclear war with tactical nu-
clear weapons to stop an over-
whelming conventional attack may
not necessarily be a certain prelude
to all-out war. “Mini-nukes” on
short- or medium-range planes,
land mines, rockets, howitzers and
mortars alrcady face each other
across NATO and Warsaw Pact fir-
ing lines.

But a “limited nuclear exchange™
anywhere in the world is playing
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Arms control officials
decry the fact that
weapons of mass

destruction are about
to burst out of the

privy possession of a

handful of major
powers. In the wake of
the oil crisis,
nuclear power plant
construction is booming.

Russian roulette with the survival of
all mankind.

Mankind on the Tightrope

With small as well as large na-
tions strapping on their nuclear
gunbelts one cannot help but feel
apprchensive about the survival
prospects for the human race.

Over 100 wars and conflicts —
over 50 of them significant in size —
have occurred since the end of
World War II. A score are either
flaring, simmering, or threatening to
break out anew today.

How long will it be before the
next local war in the Middle East
turns into a nuclear war around the
world? Even more chilling is the
prospect of nuclear weapons falling
into the hands of one or other of the
more extreme terrorist groups.
Which city would they hold for ran-
som? What government would they
blackmail?

How long can nations of the
world continue to live under such
hair-trigger conditions before the
gun goes ofl? Will the world indeed
someday erupt into the ultimate
doomsday war that could erase all
life off this good green planet? Is
World War Il around the corner?
And 1f 1t 15, could we survive such a
holocaust? Or will man find some
way to live at peace among his own
kind? In other words, can mankind
put an end to war before war puts
an end to mankind?

To quote Jesus Christ, we are liv-

ing in an age when we are hearing
“of wars and rumours of wars.” Yet
in spite of the fact that the world is
armed to the teeth with apocalyptic
weaponry, not many realize the
relevance of those words for today.

“Which Wars?"

Certainly there have always been
wars. And certainly Christ’s words
had particular meaning for that day
and age. Within a few short decades
Roman legions under the command
of Titus sacked, burned, and pil-
laged the city of Jerusalem.

But the Book of Revelation am-
plifies some of Christ’s prophetic
statements. The four horsemen of
the apocalypse often feature promi-
nently in the news media today as
tokens of the dangerous times in
which we live. In its Biblical context
the red horse of Rev. 6:4 depicts
war, for its gruesome rnider i1s di-
vested with power to disrupt world
peace that “men should kill one an-
other.”

This was not speaking about the
fall of Jerusalem. That war was al-
ready some twenly years past at the
time this was written. It is speaking
of a ime when peace 1s taken from
the entire earth — and that has all
but happened only during this cen-
tury, so far twice in two World
Wars. Therefore if we are to accept
the prophetical implications of the
book of Revelation then we must
realize that most of its contents
could not have applied to any other
century. Except in these modern
times of mass population when
could any single power have mus-
tered the army of 200 million men
pictured in chapter 9 verse 167

A Decidedly Unconventional War

And if we accept this we must
also accept that when chapter 9 goes
on to describe warfare it is graph-
ically depicting a grisly picture of
the use of modern and futuristic
horror weapons.

Imagine the scope given by such
descriptions as locusts with the
power of scorpions emanating {rom
a smoking furnace able to torment
and serniously maim mankind for
long periods of time without ac-
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tually incurring death. What weap-
ons of diabolical malevolence could
cause this? Is it referring to radi-
ation sickness or perhaps the effects
of germ warfare? It 15 almost impos-
sible to ascertain exactly what is re-
ferred to, but it certainly wasn’t the
normal conventional warfare of the
first century A.D,

With stark apocalyptic language
the chapter goes on to describe that
massive army ot 200 milhon men.
The fire-power of this incredible
military machine, described sim-
phistically as “fire, smoke and sul-
phur,” has a genocidal capacity to
slay a third of mankind.

Could this lethal smoke be radio-
active fallout from future nuclear
weapons? And could the fire be the
thermal radiation effect?

Again, all we can do at rhis point
1s speculate on what could happen.
But the end results speak for them-
selves — one third of all humanity
dead.

It 15 no wonder that that most
famous of all doomwatch prophets,
Jeremiah, stated: “Alas. in all history
when has there ever been a time of
terror such as in that coming day? It is
a time of trouble for my people — for
Jacob — such as they have never
known before” (Jer. 30:7).

Mankind’s record is far from en-
couraging. If we are to rely on man
to bring peace to this earth when he
15 forever increasing the potential
for 1ts complete destruction, it seems
we must learn to have a far greater
faith than it takes to believe Christ’s
words in Matthew 24: “For there
will be persecution such as the
world has never before seen in all
it’s history, and will never see again.
In fact, unless those days are shori-
ened, all mankind will perish. But
they will be shortened for the sake
of God’s chosen people™ (verses 21-
22, Living Bible).

Unless God Almighty puts a sud-
den stop to man’s misguided activi-
ties, Christ plainly states that the
human race will not survive.

Thank God that He provided an
“escape clause” guaranteeing the
good news of human survival in an
age when man appears to be rﬂpidl}f
heading toward extinction. [
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the possibility that mankind may
not make it past another generation,
While religious prophetical warn-
ings could be brushed aside in the
past, the proliferation of doomsday
warnings from the secular prophets
of today strikes a hard blow to 20th
century man’s professed control of
his destiny through modern science,
technology., and “advanced” social
institutions.

The wvoices of optimism about
mankind’s ability to solve his prob-
lems and guarantee his own survival
are still heard in political and scien-
tific circles. But the voices are be-
coming much more reserved and
quahfied. Science and technology
alone, they say, cannot save us.

Mankind can survive, they say, I¥

and 1t’s the most challenging “if”
in the history of mankind — there is
a rapid, radical change in the values
and methods by which nations of
the earth hive. If the nations were to
throw aside their narrow nation-
ahistic and 1deological interests and
peacefully and unitedly work to-
gether with an international spirit of
cooperation, then mankind would
have a hope of providing the essen-
tials of a better life for all and stand
a chance of avoding a cataclysmic
World War I11.

Past generations could, in one
sense, “aflord”™ disasters such as war,
economic depression, starvation,
weather upset, discase epidemics or
pollution. Though millions suffered,
much of humanity remained rela-
tively unaffected.

No more. The future — indeed,
even the present — is lived on an
interdependent planet.

The overthrow of a government
in a remote Third World nation vir-
tually guarantees the involvement
of major powers. Famines in over-
populated, underdeveloped coun-
tries strain the resources of the few
remaining food exporting nations of
the world. Increases in oil prices
threaten the very economic and po-
hitical stability of the world’s indus-
trial powers. Pollution, once thought
to be of local or regional concern,

now is so widespread that the very
life cycles of the world’s oceans are
threatened.

Meanwhile, mankind’s “last hope
for peace,” the United Nations, has
deteriorated into a hollow shell of
noisy debate. Ideological feuds and
power blocs now dominate the orga-
nization and fan the flames of con-
flicts rather than solve them.

All the curves are leading to
world catastrophe unless there are
some fundamental changes in man-
kind’s approach to solving his big
problems. But men and nations are
still locked into age-old and little-
changed divisive governmental, eco-
nomic, social, military, and religious
institutions and values. The Baby-
lon of ideologies and the self-
centered nationalistic thought-pat-
terns foster endless international
confrontations and threats of war.
Only a miraculous change or inter-
vention can save humanity from ul-
timate destruction.

In this continuing series of arii-
cles, Plain Truth will discuss the ma-
jor crises challenging humanity’s
prospects for survival and the
chances of mankind — of and by
himself*— surmounting them.

In this issue, we start with the
most obvious and immediate threat
to human survival: war and the
worldwide arms race. Sophisticated
weapons — guns, tanks, missiles, su-
personic aircrafl, and now nuclear
technology and futuristic weapons,
the armaments of Armageddon it-
sell’ — are being thrust into every
corner of the globe, including nations
barely out of feudal or jungle states.

One thing i1s certain. Unless
trends dramatically change, the
world is heading pell-mell in the di-
rection of the most dramatic of all
biblical prophecies: “If those days
had not been shortened, no human
being would be saved...” (Matt.
24:22, RSV).

Yet there is hope for man as he
heads toward the brink of cosmo-
cide. But if he remains unwilling,
and through his own puny efforts
unable to avert the final disaster,
that hope will be fulfilled only
through the interventionary power
of God. O
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ur society has developed a bla-
tantly open obsession with sex.
Explicit sex comes at you in
books, magazines, films, television.
Whether you like it or not you can't
avoid it. Western democracies are
awash with pornography. In the last
issue of Plain Truth we looked at
some ol the senous consequences Lo
sociely of the smut boom. The ex-
ploitation and merchandising of sex
15 one of the biggest businesses of all
time, The deployment of sex to get
you to spend money on the “best”
food, drink, clothes. cars, holidays —
you name il — is a daily onslaught.
This sometimes subtle, sometimes
blatant, but constant assault on the
mind is having its effect in changing
society. The full impact will be long
term. The principal victims are the
young and the impressionable, To-
morrow's generation is receiving an
education in sex, morals and per-
sonal relationships by a process of
contamination rather than instruc-
tion. The effect is the gradual devel-
opment of a shallow, selfish, callous
sociely where temporary gratifica-
tions replace stable relationships.
We are talking about the ultimate
break-down of the ability to sustain
family hfe as we know it. In effect,
we are talking about the erosion of
the bedrock of society. It is not diffi-
cult to sce the considerable results
of this around us already.

Growing Promiscuity

One of the more immediate, tra-
gic and yet little publicised results of
the sensual society 15 the growing
V.D. epidemic. There 15 an amazing
ignorance on this subject today
not least among self-styled sex
educators. Paradoxically in an age
where we pride ourselves in knowl-
edge, the vital area of sex education
15 neglected. Frequently, what in-
struction there is comes from ama-
teurs, and the teaching of what
often amounts o mis-knowledge 1s
compounded by the total lack of in-
SLruction in an accompanying sensec
ol responsibility.

'he average parent today is in a
predicament. Many don’t have the
confidence or understanding to edu-
cate their children in the cnucal
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SULVING THE SEX
KNOWLEDGE /[0 1115,

by Gordon Muir & Barbara Eastwell

In this article a member of the medical profession and a member
of the teaching profession make a plea for proper sex education

in the right place — the home.

—_—

-
-9
GETTING THE RIGHT sex instruction from the right source — which is
the home — is essential, to old or young, married or single.

area of sexual and family relation-
ships, but neither can they trust the
“educators”. And also, apart from
this they are virtually powerless to
prevent the corruption of their chil-
dren through the commercially
molivated sex-oriented merchandis-
ing of the media,

Yet worse 1s the knowledge that
school and the classroom 1s far from
a place of innocence and moral pro-
tection. Gone are the times when
children simply gleaned their sex
knowledge from the playground and
the gutter. Nowadays that knowl-
edge extends to increasing sexual

expenience and promiscuily at an
early age. Indeed. so bad has the
situation become that due to in-
creasing incidents of teenage pupils

particularly girls — making pro-
vocalive approaches to their teach-
ers, the National Union of Teachers
in Britain has drawn up a new code
ol ethics including advice about se-
duction attempts.

The pressure is increased by the
frec availability of contraceplives.
In Britain the Department of Health
and Social Security supports [ree
contraception and availability of the
pill from puberty and has recom-
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mended that contraceptives may be
given to girls under sixteen without
their parents’ consent!

Add this to the approach of some
kids that having sex is a badge of
maturity or that girls need to get
pregnant to prove themselves and
you have the ingredients of disaster.

The seeming “plot” to create
havoc in this area of essential
knowledge is the more diabolical by
virtue of the strange alliance of
commercial interests with thinly dis-
guised subversive elements. There is
no doubt whatever that at least
some of the gross miseducation in
this field is deliberate. If the long
term aim is to undermine democ-
racy, then this area would have to
be e..r.]:lluiu:d and manipulated with
a view to undermining one of the
basic strengths of society, namely
the stable family umit, For more in-
formation on this aspect of the
problem, see last month's Plain
Truth article on pornography. Suf-
fice it here to quote journalist and
literary editor Peter Grosvenor in
the Longford Report: “Centuries of
civilization 1s precisely what revolu-
tionaries . . . do wish to destroy and
they see a sexual revolution towards
permissiveness as one powerful in-
strument in bringing this about.”

Not all “intellectuals™ engaged in
promoting pornography and en-
couraging promiscuity are, however,
Marxist revolutionarnes. Some are
just plainly ignorant, not fully real-
1izing what they are doing. Others
bear a grudge against family life be-
cause, as inadequate personalities,
they are themselves incapable of
building stable and meaningful
relationships. This presumably im-
pels them to attack what their own
weakness denies them from having.

Many of the arts are today domi-
nated by what educationalist David
Holbrook calls a “schizoid minor-
ity.,” And it is the media they ma-
nipulate through which many of our
attitudes to sex are shaped, and by
which our children receive much of
what they know. These “schizoid”
intellectuals are not “ill” but neither
are they emotionally mature. They
cannot themselves qualify as “whole
persons” and experience the deeper
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Tomorrow’s generation
is receiving an education
in sex, morals and
personal relationships
by a process of contami-
nation rather than
instruction. The effect
is the gradual develop-
ment of a shallow, selfish,
callous society.

things of being human — namely
relationships, and of course, love.
They are able only to describe a
mechanical type of involvement in
which people are objects with me-
chanical parts. Attention is focused
on the purely depersonalized func-
tion of the parts.

Psychotherapist Dr. Robert
Shields, lecturer at the Institute of
Education in London, recently told
of a 13 year old girl who had been
brought to a young person’s con-
traceptive clinic run by the London
Youth Advisory Service to have her
hymen stretched in readiness for
sex. He commented: “this kind of
incident makes me believe that one
can be too cretinously avant garde.”

He believed it was a symptom of
a society in which young people,
though more physically healthy and
materially advanced than ever, had
been prevented from developing a
sense of identity and were forced o
use sex as a defence against love.

This i1s exactly the schizoid state
we mentioned above. It is clearly
anti-human, anti-feeling, and anu-
love. And it is producing an amaz-
ing reversal in moral values.

The Approach in Schools

The mechanical approach to sex
is often the one taken in sex educa-
tion. To make matters worse, the
professed educators don't always
know very much about even that.
One area of great ignorance is the
direct link between promiscuity and
venereal disease, and the real threat
of a venereal disease epidemic. Al-
ready V.D. 1s as common as

plain truth

measles. We will be highlighting
some little known facts about vene-
real disease in the April issue of
Plain Truth in the hope that it will
bring some reality back to the prom-
iscuity question.

Within what framework is sex
education in schools likely to be
tackled? This vanes widely in differ-
ent schools and different countries.
It may be left to different depart-
ments to cover different aspects —
c.g. Biology, Home Economics,
Physical Education, and Modern
Studies. This leaves the pupil trying
to fit the various pieces together.
Some schools are developing health
education programmes in which
sex-education is an integral part.
This would commence in the upper
stages of primary education and
carry over into the secondary level.
Undoubtedly such programmes car-
ried out by the right people and car-
rned on over a long period of time
could be very effective. But when we
find some of this teaching in the
hands of what we have already de-
scribed as “schizoid intellectuals™ or
those with Marxist tendencies. then
the whole exercise is self-defeating.
Often the problem is that teachers —
even with the required integrity and
maturity — have no training in this
field. Ins Silwood, in an article
“Who Teaches Health Education?”
which appeared in the teachers’
journal Bulletin, wrote: “Few prac-
tising teachers have any quali-
fications in this field. It is often
somebody who has an interest in the
subject and who teaches an allied
subject such as Home Economics,
Physical Education, or Biology. In
some cases the job is given to a
young teacher with very little expe-
rience or knnwledgc — but suitable
free periods.”

She cites an example: “One after-
noon four sixteen-year-old girls
came to me with pumnal problems.
After their questions were answered
| asked them whether they had
taken Biology. Yes, they remem-
bered reproduction, especially the
anatomical names, but this did not
help with their problems; it had not
got down to living!”

Considering the inadequate if not
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frightening state of sex education in
schools, is there anything that par-
ents can do? In Britain at least they
have no statutory right to withdraw
their children from unsatisfactory
teaching in this field. This would in
any case rebound on the children in
other ways. They can make their
feelings known to head teachers and
local education authorities who are
often very respectful of parents’
wishes. Strong parent-leacher rela-
tionships would appear to be vital.
In this way parents can have the
most effective input as to what is
taught and even who teaches. Bul
there can be only one answer (o the
problem of miseducation in this
ficld — the parents must take upon
themselves the job of making sure
their children receive a full educa-
tion in all aspects — moral, emo-
tional and physical — of sex. The
parents must be the teachers,

Parents as Teachers

The real problem with sex educa-
tion is that too much emphasis is
placed on merely physical functions.
There i1s a failure on the part of
teachers, parents and youngsters 1o
understand the power of sexual
emotions and the way they fit into
relationships with other people.

The best defence that children
can have to today’s almost irresistible
sexual pressures is to understand the
development process taking place in
them and its purpose.

If for example a child has a prob-
lem with alcohol (which increasing
numbers do today) the answer is not
to give an education in brewing
techniques, but to teach responsi-
bility in the use and control of alco-
hol. It should be obvious that to
provide children with responsible
sex education requires something
more than anatomy drawings,
names of parts, and samples of con-
traceptives, Tt requires knowledge-
able instruction in the relational
aspects of sex by mature individuals
gualified to do so. The average par-
ent would probably be horrified to
meetl some of the “experts” who
may be addressing their children on
some of these vital matters. Experts
perhaps like psychologist Maurice
Yaffe, who recently defended films
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To push away this one
aspect of growing up
and thrust it out of the
door is to imply to the
child that sex has no
place in the home at all.
Something is wrong with
it if it cannot live

under the same roof

as the parents.

showing such things as women hav-
ing intercourse with dogs, or the re-
nowned Dr. Cole whose sex-
education film Growing Up encour-
ages children in masturbation and
sexual experimentation.

It is precisely because so many
“experts” are woefully wunqualified
that parents must undertake to edu-
cate their own children on this sub-
ject. Most parents would fecl
unequal to the task. That is beside
the point. They can educate them-
selves to be able to do the job. They
should be ready and willing to give
honest answers o gquestions as soon
as they arise. Never dodge the is-
sues. The subject is so interesting
that it can be made so to the child.
If you don’t know the answers to
some awkward questions, find out —
and take up the subject again imme-
diately. These childhood questions
are the foundation on which to
build the child’s knowledge. By the
age of about nine or ten assess your
child’s knowledge on the subject
and try 1o make good the defects.

To quote Dr. Roger Pilkington in
the Brnitish Medical Association’s
booklet, Fact of Life for Parents:
“the real purpose should be to help
children to understand puberty and
adolescence with all its surges and
urges by showing them the real rela-
tionship between sex and birth on
the one hand and human life and
love on the other. These things are
inseparable and no home can be
stable and happy and free from
strains where there is confusion
about them.”

As to a final reason why sex edu-

cation is a job for the home, Dr.
Pilkington writes: “However ex-
cellent a school may be, it is not the

lace where a boy or girl is born. It
1s not the setting for the love that
began their own existence, and
when they are grown up and fall in
love and marry, young people will
set out to found another home, not
another school. Besides, to push
away this one aspect of growing up
and thrust it out of the door and
into the hands of others is to imply
to the child that sex has no place in
the home at all. Something is wrong
with it if it cannot live under the
same roof as the parents.

“Sex education belongs at home,
It is involved in the whole pattern of
relationships within the family and
is part of the fabric of the love
which has brought the home into
being.”

Consider the pressures brought
upon your teenage son or daughter
by the permissive environment in
which we live. Who should be better
able to protect young minds than
the parents? But to do this it is abso-
lutely essential to develop a close
family bond — something patheti-
cally lacking in the majonty of
homes. It is not even enough to sim-
ply involve the children in family
activities and to give them time for
open and frank discussion. The real
goal must be to build up an absolute
trust between father and son,
mother and daughter. A trust that
will enable a young girl to come
home and openly admit to her par-
ents that a boy friend has asked her
lo go to bed with him, and to seek
advice on how to handle such a situ-
ation. For if such a complete bond
of trust does not exist, who does the
child have to turn to? For the sake
of avoiding the embarrassment of
having to instruct our children in
anything to do with sex, is it worth
losing a son or a daughter?

Proper sex education is more nec-
essary today than probably at any
time ever. Never have the destructive
counler-pressures been so strong.

What is at stake? Not simply the
protection of our homes and fam-
ilies now, but the already dubious
stability of society in the coming
generation. O
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IF YOU CAN'T
READ THIS...

by Philip Stevens

his newly-born grand-daughter.

He enjoyed the frequent visits
from the family and watching the
baby first crawl and then walk. The
months went by and soon the child
was bringing picture books for her
grandfather to look at. One day the
little girl brought a new book with
her. Cuddling close to grandad she
said, “Grandad read.” The elderly
gentleman panicked. “Can’t find my
glasses,” he gruffly replied, “Now
run along and play.” Puttuing the
startled child down he hurriedly left
the room.

Three million adults in the
United Kingdom come face to face
with situations like this sometime in
their lives. It might not be a story
book that presents the problem. It
could be which bus to catch to visil
a Mmend, or how to claim sickness
benefit from the Social Services. Or
maybe what dosage to take of a par-
ticular medicine. Things most of us
can do without a second thought.
But for this five percent or more of
the adult population it 15 not so
easy. For they are the group unable
to read or write classed as adult illit-
erates. Not a disease, but a handi-
cap that is as debilitating in some
circumstances.

A Hidden Secret

The United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) has stated that to
handle everyday situations each in-
dividual should have a functional
reading ability of a 13 year-old. This
means that a reader should be able
to decipher words which have sev-
eral syllables and comprehend the
meaning of sentences of increasing
length and complexity. Officially the
person defined as an adult illiterate
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Erandad looked forward to seeing

has a reading age of less than 7
years and cannot build up a flow of
single syllable words.

In spite of decades of compulsory
education it is still possible that
three out of every hundred passers-
by you meet in the street cannot
read, and a further two may not
even be able to determine their own
name. In a world where officialdom
showers us with forms and question-
naires, where work reports need to
be filled in and personal letters writ-
ten, 1t surely 1s amazing that some
people can virtually go through
their entire life without revealing
their problem.

And many do go to great lengths
to preserve their secret. A person
confronted with a situation similar
to that of our illiterate grandfather
will often make up a story for the
child or recount one from memory
to cover his deficiency. Another per-
son, knowing that she will be asked
to fill in a form, will conveniently
“forget”™ her glasses and seek the aid
of a by-stander. And how many
workers have forgone holidays be-
cause the appropriate entitlement
form has not been completed? Not
being able to tell a story to a child
may prove embarrassing and merely
be a nuisance, but this overlooks the
potentially more serious problems
of a lack of ability to read. Most, if
not all, industrial premises provide
vital information for workers in
writing. Safety precautions, fire
procedures, first-aid instructions, are
all displayed for an employee to
take account of. Most of us take
these notices for granted, but it 1s a
courageous individual who will ask
a colleague what is written on the
newly-posted sign.

With these kind of difficulties in
mind, the Member of Parliament
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for Lewisham West, Mr. Christo-
pher Price, introduced a Private
Member’s Bill into the Commons in
1974. Shortly afterwards, the British
government granted £l mulhon to
finance measures to help alleviate
the difficulties faced by this section
of our community. Much of this
sum has been allocated, under the
direction of the Adult Literacy Re-
source Agency (ALRA), for local
authorities lo establish schemes
aimed at educating those in need of
the basic skills of reading, writing
and spelling. A nationwide symbol
has been designed so that those with
difficulty in reading can recognise
where help is available to them.
And in such a sensitive area as adult
illiteracy, qualified sympathetic ad-
vice needs to be available wherever
the symbol is displayed. The B.B.C.
has started a television series to en-
courage the recognition of everyday
words. A telephone number given at
the conclusion of each programme
can be called by those inlerested in
being referred to a scheme in their
arca. The booklet that accompanies
the programme has been a best-
seller with the third edition now in
print.

Twenty-five thousand volunteers
in local areas have come forward
offering help with teaching, admin-
Istration, or even baby-sitting while
mother i1s at a class. For some wives
still manage and prefer to keep their
secret from their husbands and
therefore need to take their tuition
while he is away at work.

Much of the initial teaching is
done on a one-to-one basis in either
the student’s home or that of the
tutor’s. This method helps those,
particularly in the younger age
group, who may have a hatred of
anything that smacks of a school
classroom. Often, however, after
several private sessions the student
will feel confident enough to join a
small group where they find they
are all striving to achieve their goal
of literacy.

Age Need Not Deter

Although most who come forward
for tuition are between 25 and 40,
all age groups are represented in the
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training schemes. One old age pen-
sioner of 79 even started learning to
read after his wife, who did his writ-
ing for lum, died, and his nced be-
came self-evident

So it is today that thousands of

similarly motivated people are tak-

ing the plunge, and with the help of

many local schemes are staring o
enjov the benefits the majonty of us
take for granted. Benefits like wril-
ing to a fnend or relative, reading a
newspaper, or having a bank ac-
count for the first time now that
signing a cheque 1s no longer a
problem.

Prior to the national campaign by
ALRA. the Berkshire town of Read-
ing had a small class of twelve
adults tackling their literacy prob-
lem. Now, helped by funds granted
by the government agency and a
generous allocation by the progres-
sive Berkshire County Council, this
town runs classes and tuition for
210. Yet while this 1s a significant
increase, much more sull has to be
done if the scheme is 1o reach out to
the estimated 3,000 residents sufler-
ing from literacy deficiencies in the
lown.

Obviously, many who come for-
ward for assistance are naturally
embarrassed by their problem.
Some prefer 1o come to the tuition
centre under cover of darkness to
avoid recogmuon by passers-by, In
the rural areas where everyone
knows everyone else a prospective
student may elect to travel several
miles to a large town. Here he or she
1s unlikely to be recognized and the
tutor may be unaware of where the
student lives. Understanding their
position, the head of Adult Educa-
tion Services for Reading, Ann Ris-
man, deals with all her students in
the strictest confidence. People who
go there need have no fear that a

MANY CONCERNED authorities are
meeting the challenge of educating
the adult illiterate with the sympa-
thetic as well as the technical help
they need. The symbol shown is being
promoted nationwide so those need-
ing help can recognize where it s
available.

MARCH 1976

Bad Srevans — Plain Truth

21



husband, wife or employer will be
told of their secret.

Their apprehension stems from
the view held for many years that
any person who cannot read or
write must be lacking in in-
telligence. But as more people have
come forward for help this myth has
been exposed. The fact thalt some
illiterates have left several jobs be-
cause they were considered for pro-
motion illustrates that these people
are by no means ignoramuses. In-
deed it is something of an achieve-
ment for a person who cannot read
or write to serve satisfactorily in a
number of positions over many
years and still progress to a point
where an employer wants to show
his appreciation by offering job ad-
vancement. As Mrs. Risman ex-
plained: It is obvious that most [of
her students] are in jobs which they
can perform on their own and which
require varying standards of manual
dexterity and skill. One can only
marvel at the tragically unused po-
tential of a man or woman who has
to devote so much intelligence, en-
ergy and initiative to preserving the
secrel of their illiteracy. The notion
of inactive and deprived illiterates is
not one which will apparently hold
good in this area. Our students ap-
pear in the main to be those who
have ‘slipped through the net’ and
[in this sense] the growing number
of literacy schemes should give all
educationalists cause for alarm.”

Undiagnosed Physical Hindrances
to Learning

So why do we find anyone today
with a literacy problem? Certainly
there are many varied reasons. Long
periods of illness, or even the emo-
tional upset of evacuation during
the war years perhaps resulted in
unavoidable interruptions to a per-
son’s schooling. But emotional stress
in the home can also be very detri-
mental to a child’s education and
may result in prolonged truancy.
Then there is the home where the
television is allowed to become vir-
tually the only means of entertain-
ment or diversion for children, and
there is little encouragement to
read.
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But there are other causes which,
frankly, can be quite sad. In some
cases for instance parents may have
failed to realize that their children
suffered from catarrhal deafness for
certain periods of time. During this
time difficulties with hearing would
severely handicap their efforts to
follow their teacher’s instructions.
But then, appreciating that their
child was not progressing as well as
could be expected, the parents may
have been too easily satisfied with
the teacher’s comments that their
child was “not very bright” anyway.
[t is not easy for teachers respon-
sible for large classes to spot reasons
for backwardness other than simple
lack of intelligence. Yet only one
pupil in a class of thirty who hadn’t
learned to read or write would result
in a figure of three percent illiteracy
in that class! An alarming statistic
which helps explain the nation’s
overall illiteracy rate which ap-
proaches 6% of the adult popu-
lation.

Another significant statistic is that
of those who requested help from
the Berkshire scheme twenty-eight
percent had eyesight problems
which had been diagnosed in their
childhood or youth. Tutors there
were able to help their students in
obtaining glasses for the first time.

Certainly a concerted effort is
being made at this time to enable
many more adults to realize more of
their potential as members of the
community.

In one area an announcement
was made over a hospital radio sta-
tion about a literacy training
scheme and a group has now started
in the district. In the same district,
with the cooperation of most of the
local firms the adult literacy symbol
and telephone number were in-
serted into wage packets.

On the other side of the coin it is
reported that a factory near Cam-
bridge displaying posters offering
help to those with literacy diffi-
culties was threatened with strike
action if the notices were not re-
moved immediately. But this type of
incident is the exception. In addi-
tion to adult literacy schemes there
are in at least three areas of the
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country newspapers published for
those who find reading difficult.
Type is well spaced and sentences
are kept purposefully uncompli-
cated. One newspaper named
“Write First Time” 1s composed ol
contributions from individuals who
have for a long time experienced
difficulty in writing and reading.
The short items can do much to en-
courage others to keep at their stud-
ies and achieve similar results. This
paper has a current circulation of
about 10,000 copies.

The forces that have been mobi-
lised to combat this problem prove
that cooperation between members
of the public is possible, albeit in
relatively small numbers compared
with population size. Men and
women working together for a
worthwhile cause can go a long way
toward a deeper awareness of ecach
other’s problems. And where a
father or mother has admitted a Iit-
eracy difficulty and their children
are aware of the situation a bond of
closer family unity is developed as
the two generations learn side by
side, encouraging and helping each
other.

And constanl encouragemenl is
needed for these students. Often the
supposed stigma attached to their
situation causes them deep frustra-
tion. This in turn results in nervous-
ness in the individual which makes
learning all that much more diffi-
cult. Instead of looking upon those
with literacy difficulties as misfits it
is up to society to give sympathetic
help.

Reading is a part of everyday ac-
tivity that most of us accept without
a second thought. Apart from sim-
ply for recreation, entertainment,
etc., we use it for communication
and for the development of knowl-
edge. But for those setting out on
the path to literacy it is the immedi-
ate need of being able to write one’s
name or perhaps read their child a
bed-time story that is the big goal
Some do fall by the wayside, be-
come disillusioned and give up, but
the rewards for those who persevere
are new horizons, unspoilt by the
looming spectre of the discovery of
their secret. O
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ALTHOUGH GIVEN the thumbs-down locally, Expo '75 performed a long-term

and far-reaching service.

é\/

20) 73

THE BENEFITS FOR THE FUTURE

by Donald Abraham

“kinawa: Expo 75 ended its
brief existence on Sunday Jan-
vary 18, in what could almost
be termed splendid isolation.

Which i1s somewhat of a pity be-
cause 1t did not really deserve the
cold shoulder it was given by many
people.

Panned by much of the media as
an unsuccessful kind of Aqua-
Disneyland and almost ignored by
the rest, Expo '75 hardly had a
chance to get off the ground.

Critics are now pointing to the
shortfall of over 1 million in the
expected number of visitors to the
fair — down from 4.5 million 1o 3.4
million — as evidence of its
failure.

Yet it seems as though they are
using the wrong criteria in drawing
their conclusions.
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Expo's theme was “The Sea We
Would Like To See” and it sought
to focus attention on many of the
significant developments — some of
which are truly breathtaking — that
are now taking place above, on and
under the world’s oceans — man-
kind’s last frontier.

Some of the exhibits demon-
strated some highly sophisticated
and very complex systems for ex-
ploring the oceans down to a depth
of 4,000 meters, as well as equip-
ment and machinery for mapping
ocean floors, exploring for seabed
minerals, utilising the difference in
waler lemperatures between shallow
and deep ocean layers for the gener-
ation of electricity, and a host of
other purposes.

For this reason, it is perhaps fit-
ting that Expo 75 ended in the
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same year that the third United Na-
tions’ Law of The Sea Conference is
due to resume in Geneva.

[t will have on its agenda several
critical international problems in-
cluding the development and ex-
ploitation of the vast seabed mineral
deposits, the conservation of the liv-
ing resources of the high seas, fish-
ing, the preservation of the marine
environment and the breadth of na-
tional territorial seas.

Most of these issues are of vital
concern to Japan — especially those
relating to fishing and the territorial
seas. Fish forms an important part
of the Japanese diet, being their pri-
mary source of animal protein. It is
as important to them as beefl is 10
maost other Westerners.

Although Expo '75 did not deal
with these global marine problems
directly, it nevertheless did serve to
focus attention on them.

So in spite of the panning it re-
ceived from some sections of the
media and despite its smaller suc-
cess as a crowd-pleaser, Expo 75
did perform an important service —
not only for the people of Okinawa
to whom the seas have been a friend
for many centuries but for the whole
of mankind.

Looked at this way its value —
rather than ending on January 18 —
should continue for many years to
come. O
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WOMEN'S LIB

1 have been receiving the Plain Truth
for 6 years now and find it a very useful
and nformative magazine and your
booklets are very helpful in my Bible
Studies. Over the past vear or so the
Plain Trith has run several articles on
“Woman's Lib" and they are fine as far
as they go. 1 have requested your book-
let “The New Feminism”™ in the hope
that it examines the causes of women's
lib, The articles have not mentioned why
women have become women's libbers but
only criticise the movement. My theory
is that MEN have for so long ignored
the Biblical teachings on WOMEN, ic.
Colossians 3:19. Men have been harsh
to women for so long, taking them for
granted and treating them as chatiels,
that rebellion was inevitable. And like
most rebellion it has gone too far, lost
sight of the original aims, equality, and
now wants superiority. And in spite of
just laws being drafted and forthcoming
equal pay, men still desert their families,
or worse, don't leave but spend the
housckeeping on booze, gambling, and
then beat their wives. | can list many
other instances of wife-abuse and as
long as a male-dominated society toler-
ates and allows these oppressed women
will fight for “liberation™,

The Plain Truth often criticises women
but don't you think men have a role to
play too and deserve equal blame for
radical, militant women's libbers?

R.S..
Palmerston North, N.Z.

AT WITS END
1 am al my “wit's end” with my hus-
band's smoking! Please send vour book-
let “You can Quit Smoking”. Keeping my
fingers crossed . . .

Mrs. 1.5,
Templestowe, Vic., Ausl,

LOCKED GATE

Having been loaned a book by a close
friend of mine (the title “United States
and British Commonwealth in  Pro-
phecy™), | am very interested in the
Correspondence Course and would also
like you to send me the Plain Truth
Magazine.

1 have never been able to understand

the Bible but with the help of the loaned
book it has been like opening a locked
gate. | have read my Bible more in these
past few months than I ever have before
and 1 dont wish it to just sit around
and collect dust like u has since |
acquired it, a number of years ago.
T.R.,
Auckland. N.Z.

DATING BOOKLET

Would you please send me a free
copy of “Maodern Dating”, as advertised
on the radio? It is refreshing to hear
somebody is trying to do something posi-
tive 10 help people prepare for marnage!

Brigidine Convent.
N.S.W., Aust.

Please forward 1o me a copy of the
free booklet “Modern Dating™ as soon as
possible. I hope it contains hints on how
o win vour partner also.

Also, 1 wish to express my greal
appreciation of your efforts and the high
quality of the literature received by me
in the past, and also the prompt and
efficient replies and obvious competent
office management,

Mr. C.T.,
Townsville, Qld.. Aust.

ALMOST JEALOUS

Il have becn listening to Mr. Arm-
strong’s talks over the radio for many
years, and how he can talk. 1 could
almost be jealous of him — if it wasnl
a sin 10 be s0. You must be very proud
of him, Yes, | would be very pleased to
receive the booklets wou have been
offering,

Mrs. R.C,,
Lindisfarne, Tas.. Aust.

WANTS TO CAMCEL

Recently | wrote asking to see vyour
Plain Truth magazine. Having seen the
samples that you kindly sent me | would
now like to halt any further copies.
Though much of the material is inter-
esting, in Chnist 1 believe there s no
Jew nor Greek, no oriental or occidental,

etc.. and since we differ theologically
please erase my name from your mailing
list.
Paul C..
Auckland, N.Z.

DESTRUCTIVE ANIMAL

Having been a policeman for many
years, I'm fairly well experienced in the
wiays of the human race. [ must admil
that | pretty well agree with most of
your articles and find them all educative.

Man, 1o me at present appears to be
the most destructive killer animal that
the world has experienced throughout its
millions of years of history. Greed and
materialism are well 10 the fore and
destruction of amimal life and natural
resources is calamitous.

How Governmenis are going o edu-
cale youth in the proper direction is
anyone's guess. We are most fortunate
to be living in a land like New Zealand
but how long this will last is another
question. There appears to be 100 much
of the “She’'ll be right Jack™ attitude,
However Ambassador College and the
Plain Truth are doing the best they can
to warn all. If they don’t pay attention
their future fate is up 10 themselves.

G5,
Rotorua, N.Z.

RADIO BROADCAST

Would you kindly forward 1o me the
book "“Managing Your Persgnal Fin-
ances”, which Garner Ted Armstrong is
currently advertising on his radio ses-
sions, | listen intently to his shows, and
find that they give me strength, confi-
dence, and guidance lo overcome Lhe
difficulties, stress and strain  associated
with everyday living. 1 do hope such
programmes will be made available 10
the public for a long time 10 come.

Mrs. Alison M.,
Launceston, Tas., Aust,

Thank you for vour literature — "A
Theory for the Birds”" — and an issue of
the Plain Truth you sent me. 1 found
the book "A Theory for the Birds™
extremely interesting and informative to
read and was wondering if you could
send me your free article, “The Missing
Link Found™.

Il am still receiving Radwo i's signal
very well down here in Christchurch and
never miss cne of your programmes if |
can possibly help it

B.R.,

Christchurch, N.Z.

AYID READERS

| have been a keen reader of the Plamn
Truth while 1 was at home in S.E. Asia.
| found that this magazine furnished me
with very informative and wup-to-date
news and | would not like to miss it. |
should be much obliged if you could
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kindly send me this magazine to read
for years 10 come.
Miss NS.C.,

Parkville, Vic., Aust.

1 think Plain Trurh is a very informa-
tive and unigue magazine and should be
read by everyone looking for a better
life with no hangups. Plain Truth and
the booklets you give away with it are
an answer to everyone's problems.

Miss C.H.,
Beachlands, N.Z,

I have been a keen reader of the Plain
Truth magazine since | was in Malaysia.
This magazine contains worldwide news
from which | can derive much up-to-date
information and thus keep myself abreast
of the times. Now 1 wish to continue
reading your magazine while I am doing
a matriculation course in  Australia.
Please subscribe me to the Plain Trurh
again,

Lee C.K.,
Parkville, Vic., Aust,

I am writing to give thanks to your
organisation for the literature that you
have been sending to me for quite some
time. | find that the subjects covered in
the Plain Truth do have an up-to-date
meaning for the people of today. I must
say that as one who has lived for quite
a few years and does a lot of reading, 1
have yet to find anothgr magazine to
equal the Plain Truth in providing such
well presented facts and figures. Thank
you for past favours, and please accept
the enclosed small donation to help your
most  excellent work and may our
Heavenly Father prosper vour work,

J.C.H.,
Scarborough, QId., Aust.

Please find enclosed a donation toward
the expenses involved in publishing Plain
Truth. 1 enjoy the magazine very much
and particularly admire the manner in
which you not only comment on the
faults in Communistic nations but also
on the greed of matenalism and lack of
real Christianity present in Western So-
ciely.

Keep up the good work.

Roy H.,
Christchurch, N.Z.

I would like 1o express my sincere
thanks to you for your magazine Plain
T'ruth which 1 have been reading since
1972. Your magazine is extraordinarily
interesting as it covers such a multitude
of subjects which dig deep and make a
lot of sense in this modern world. 1 very
much appreciale the time, effort and

money spent on bringing the Plain Truth
free of charge to educate humanity.

Miss N.N.,
Ba, Fiji.

I have been a regular receiver of your
wonderful Plain Truth magazine for the
past seven years or so, and 1 wish to
thank you for your generous service to
me and millions of other readers. This
magazine really works wonders. It has
moulded me for a better future, in a
way that has greatly contributed to my
studies and solved many of my problems
that I have encountered. 1 wish 10 con-
tinue reading this invaluable magazine
of yours for as long as you care to send
it to me.

Mr. Peter T,
Batu Pahat, Malaysia.

1 would like to thank Ambassador
College for sending me the wonderful
magazine, the Plain Truth. To me it is a
tremendous magazine which deals with
all walks of life, and it is such a tre-
mendous help to my life. Also 1 would
like to enroll in vour Correspondence
Course of Understanding the Bible if it

is possible.
Ms Mona M.,
Coburg, Vic., Aust.

Please send me a copy of “"Crnime can
be Stopped — Here's How!”, “The Plain
Truth about Child Rearing” and also, if
possible, a copy of "Our Polluted
Planet”. Congratulations on such a
terrific magazine which has so much to
offer, It provides the reader with hours
of interesting facts, and, of course, the
plain truth. All free of charge too! Keep
up the good work, and good luck.

Mr. J.D,,
St. Marys, South Ausl.

EXPERIEMCE THE BEST TEACHER?

Having just read your article entitled
“Drugs — Don't let it Happen to Your
Child”, in an old copy of the Plain
Truth, 1 thought 1 should say a few
words, mainly because the people who
wrole the article seem to have missed
the outstanding reason why people take
drugs. | have taken many drugs, although
I have touched none recently,

I grew up in an average middle class
home, but pressures to achieve good
results at school and to present myself
as a sociably acceplable person were
overwhelming. My clothes, hair-length
and friends were constantly under my
parents’ scrutiny. When [ wanted privacy
| was considered selfish. 1 was repressed.

The wonder of life just didn't exist. |

was taught to go to Church every Sun-
day — the sermons were all morahsing
— about experiences | was not to have,

yet when 1 cast my eyes about the
Church 1 saw a congregation of dull
souls for whom religious experience did
not exist. | talked to several ministers
and priests, but none could do anything
but moralise. What I really sought was
the religious experience of God. But
while 1 was taking acid (LSD) I experi-
enced the beauty of the earth, ond then
I realised I should not dwell on the
sorrow bul rather the positive aspects,
and cease my hedonistic way. But |
tell you this now because [ doubt that
the writers of your article have ever
taken acid: If they have not experienced
it and know nothing about it, they have
no right to criticise or condemn those

who have'
Anon,,
Brisbane, Qld., Aust,

PLENTY TO THINK ABOUT
Please send me the brochure *“Our
Awesome Universe” as my wife and
myself are very interested in the night
sky. We do enjoy receiving the Plain
Fruth, and while we might not agree
with all the contents, it does give us
plenty to think about, as evenis all over

the world do worry and puzzie us.

Mr. & Mrs. L.,
Hawkes Bav, N.Z

GUIDE IN DAILY LIFE

I have been receiving the Plain Truth
for some ume, and 1T would like to say
I enjoy reading your articles ever since
I started receiving them. Apart from
enjoyment, [ have found it to be a guide
in my daily life. May I have this oppor-
tunity of thanking all your staff who
have been working so hard in the past in
order to produce such interesting and
worthy articles. It is one of my goals to
achieve the happy and better life physic-
ally, socially, financially, and on top of
these, spiritually.

NK.,
Suva, Fij.

The Plain Truth is much better now
that it is back in magazine form again.
I would like 1o see more local content
and spiritual or prophetic biblical articles
in the magazine. I am most interested in
bible prophecy as relevant to these last
days. We listen to Garner Ted Arm-
strong’'s radio message from Radio i,
Auckland. He is a good forceful speaker
— it's a pity we can’'t have him on tele-
vision in New Zealand.

Mr. & Mrs., P..
North Canterbury. N.Z.
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SPEAKS OUT!

America’s Two Choices

here is a gigantic battlefield being

drawn today, which is, in fact,

the entirety of the world. On

one side are arrayed the “have”
nations; on the other side are the
“have-not'’ nations. The first group
comprises the industrialized, non-
Communist, democratic nations with
only about 750 million citizens in Eu-
rope and Britain, the United States,
South Africa, Australia, and Canada.
These 750 million citizens are con-
suming a disproportionate chunk of
the natural resources of the world,
producing a great percentage of its
manufactured commodities and
goods, and enjoying, as a result, the
very highest standards of living in all
history.

Then, on the other hand, there are
the hundred or more nations which
are undeveloped, poor, usually in the
throes of violent overthrows, coups
d'état, guerrilla warfare, civil war,
and strife — and quite often the un-
witting pawns in the ideological
struggle between the superpowers.

These "have-not” states represent
well over 2,000 million people, mil-
lions of whom live their entire lives at
an abject poverty level.

So far, this global battle between
the rich and poor nations has been
limited to economic pressures, to po-
litical pressures, and to fiery
speeches from new despots. It has
been limited to the forming of various
blocs and pressure groups — such
as the Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries, or OPEC.

But we have no assurance this
conflict will be limited in the future to
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only political and economic pres-
sures. Will it eventually emerge into
actual warfare worldwide?

Ironically, some Third World na-
tions have been promised nuclear re-
actors by the United States, which
would enable them, if they chose, to
go about the business of making
themselves a low-yield — maybe in
the kiloton range — “dirty”” bomb of
the type that obliterated about 90,000
lives in Hiroshima or Nagasaki! They
could then indulge in a little nuclear
'sabre rattling,” not only against
their own immediate neighbors — as
might occur between India and
Bangladesh, for example — but
against members of the developed
“"First World'' as well!

No Time For Isolationism

It's time to take a good look at the
way the world really is. And that re-
quires some serious introspection on
the part of the American people!

Today in the U.S. one hears a great
deal of talk about isolationism. Many
people have been saying, in effect:
“Let's go isolationist and let other
people solve their own problems.”
There are people in the Congress and
in governmental positions who actu-
ally advocate such a “‘world dropout”
policy (always claiming the Vietnam
debacle as their rationale).

Al the end of World War Il, the
United States emerged holding just
about all the marbles. She was the
biggest military and industrial power
the world had ever seen. The U.S.
alone possessed the nuclear weap-
ons with which to intimidate, if she so
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chose, the entirety of the world.

From that time on the United
States, like it or not, was shoved into
a role of “playing empire.”” America
was the big hope for the under-
developed world. The U.S. supplied
not only money, but also technical
know-how and skilled manpower to
bring impoverished peoples out of
their grinding poverty. But today,
nearly all of these nations, it seems,
are her avowed enemies.

There's something eise rather an-
noying that we are beginning to see
happen as well in America. | don't
know quite how to label it, but it in-
volves the vast hypocrisy of her at-
tempting to wash her filthy linen
before the rest of the world to prove
how clean she really is. By this I'm
referring to the new mood in the U.S.
Congress and press, and a good part
of the public as well, to uncover all
undercover operations, to take the
cloak off all governmental secrecy, to
expose ClIA agents abroad, to take
everything to the people because
“they have a right to know™ and, thus
to effectively force the government to
cease functioning as far as foreign
policy is concerned.

The sobering fact is that Ameri-
cans live in a world filled with people
who want them dead. A world of
states and governments who would
rejoice in the streets, light bonfires,
go arm in arm, drinking, singing, and
cheering if they could hear that the
United States of America is no more.

They would react in exactly the
same manner spoken of in the book
of Lamentations in the Bible, chapter
2, verse 16: ""All your enemies deride
you. They hiss and grind their teeth
and say, ‘'We have destroyed her at
last! Long have we waited for this
hour and it is finally here! With our
own eyes we've seen her falll' "™
(Living Bible).

It's a perverse desire to see the big
giant come crashing down.

The economic weight and leverage
of the United States of America is
incredible. The gross product of one
state alone, California, is larger than
the vast majority of all the other
countries on the face of the earth.

Now, in the meantime, we see this
ultimate hypocrisy of her wanting to
appear to be righteous before all the
rest of the world, to appear to be so
totally nghteous that she would never
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dare engage in any kind of furtive or
clandestine activities elsewhere Iin
the world.

The Soviet Union, on the other
hand, doesn’t recognize any “‘rules,"”
but will play the game of big power
politics any way it can. And many
other states operate along the same
lines too.

But America is righteous, you see.
She is holy. She plays fair, and she
wants them to appreciate that. The
U.S. is sure that by the time every CIA
agent in the entirety of the world is
exposed, all of these wonderful
people who want her buried, who
would rejoice in their streets to see
her go straight down the drain, will
laud and praise America (in their
government-controlled news media)
and say what a marvelous country it
is: "Look at that honesty. Look at
that integrity. Isn't it wonderful that
America doesn't have such a thing as
an undercover agent? America is so
openminded. Isn't America wonder-
ful?"

One would have to be insane to
believe other nations would look at
America that way. It just doesn’t
make sense.

America is the world’'s wealthiest
nation. She also happens to be a
democratic nation that happens to
believe in the basic freedoms and the
dignity of humankind. She happens
to believe those founding concepis
and precepts of her forebears are
precious, as are the founding fathers
who could envision and produce
such absolutely marvelous docu-
ments as the Constitution of the
United States, and the Bill of Rights.

There are only two possible ways
in which America can maintain her
wealth and freedoms: either by mili-
tary force or by trusting God. Now,
it's obvious from her national con-
duct that she's not going to trust in
God — in spite of the slogan on the
currency saying "'In God we ftrust.”
So let's be realistic and deal with the
way things really are.

The only way the United States can
survive in such a gigantic global con-
flict i1s for the United States to main-
tain the Kind of army, navy, air force,
marine corps, coast guard, and other
auxiliary services which are required
to safteguard her peace and freedom.
It's that simple.

But take a look at what has been
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happening to the U.S. military over
the last few years.

| don't know whether it all began
with the mother who wanted to sue
her san's army instructor or whether
it began with revelations from turned-
off “"squaddies” who would go over
the wall to tell people the corporal
had called him a dirty name or
whether someone lost his life be-
cause of the rigors of an obstacle
course in an army training camp. But
somehow, gradually, insistently, and
primarily as a result of overexposure
and constant torturous coverage by
the press of some of these alleged
“horrible treatments’ of young men
in the military services, feeling in
America about the military began to
change.

Perhaps it began in Korea, during
the “police action" of 1950-53. Until
then, and especially as a result of
Warld War |l, Americans were basi-
cally given the notion of great patri-
otism, great courage, and great
bravery under fire on the part of her
troops. But Americans came face-to-
face for the first time, in Korea, with
American military personnel desert-
ing not only their army, but also
deserting their country and going
over to the other side.

Many, if not most, of the deserters
have returned to the United States,
and they learned some rather severe
lessons. But it took them 10, 15, or
more years to learn those lessons.

But it was the agony of the long
conflict in Vietnam that really
changed American attitudes toward
the military. She began to see young
men refusing to go into battle, di-
rectly contravening commands of
their officers. And, as if that wasn't
enough, we heard reports of open
warfare behind the lines among her
own troops, where the enlisted men
were actually shooting at their own
officers! And where officers didn't
dare get out there in the rice paddies
ahead of some of the enlisted men
for fear they would be the ones to
end up with a bullet in their back.

Today the young people of Amer-
ica want all the pleasures her materi-
alistic society offers. They want their
cars. They want their homes. They
want their jobs. They want their free-
doms that they take so much for
granted.

Her people want the various gov-
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ernmental programs — housing sub-
sidies, food stamps, and various
other welfare programs and help for
the poor.

But incredibly, she is determined
not to maintain the kind of military
organization that can guarantee the
retention of her way of life.

| have already said there is another
way. But, of course, you and | both
know we'd be crazier than a loon if
we think this world, let alone the
United States of America, is going to
depend upon God for its protection.
In Isaiah 40:21-22 it says: "Have you
not known? Have you not heard? Has
it not been told you from the begin-
ning? Have you not understood from
the foundations of the earth? It is he
who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshop-
pers; who stretches out the heavens
like a curtain’’ (RSV).

God says furthermore: ' ‘With
whom will you compare me? Who is
my equal?’, asks the Holy One. Look
up into the heavens! Who created all
these stars?. .. calling each by its
pet name . .." (Living Bible).

And he continues: "'Don’t you yet
understand? Don't you know by now
that the everlasting God the Creator
of the farthest parts of the earth,
never grows faint or weary? No one
can fathom the depths of his under-
standing. He gives power to the tired
and worn out and strength to the
weak. Even the youths shall be ex-
hausted, and the young men will all
give up. But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength’® (Liv-
ing Bible).

And then comes that famous Bible
text: ""They shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and
not be weary, they shall walk and not
faint.”” He says he holds nations in
the hollow of his hand. He says all
countries are as the small dust of the
balance. He sels up and deposes
kings, rulers, countries, and govern-
ments.

But as we don't believe in the
power of that God, we're not going to
depend upon him for our well-being.
But what doesn't make sense to me,
as a minister, an evangelist, a news
commentator, and an observer is
this: Knowing that America won't
trust God, | can't understand why
she wants to tear down her
military. O
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Growing Threat to Mankind

by Sudhir Chandra

o the growing problem of the
I pollution of our land, sea and

air by chemical and other
waste products 15 now added the le-
thal by-product of the nuclear age:
radioactive wastes.

While the debate grows hot over
its dangers, the growing pile of nu-
clear trash — radioactive wastes pro-
duced by atomic reactors —
threatlens to get out of hand.

The solidified nuclear wastes in
the U.S. for example will grow from
this year's 2300 cubic feet to 61,000
cft. in 1985, mounting to 471,000 cft.
in 2000 A.D.

The hazards of radiocactivity make
the problem of disposal of these
wastes difficult. It cannot be just
“conveniently” dumped into the air
or water like other wastes. Radio-
activity is harmful to all life and can
also affect future generations by
damaging one’s reproductive cells
which are particularly sensitive to
radiation. The effects are cumulative

small doses over a period of time
can eventually cause major damage.
Radiation is “invisible” — it cannot
be felt, except in massive doses.

Al every stage of the use of the
atom — from mining and preparing
of uranium ore for reactors and
weapons, to using radioisotopes in
industry, hospitals and agriculture
— a stream of gaseous, hiquid and
solid nuclear wastes keeps pouring
out. Fission products produced dur-
ing the use of nuclear fuels in reac-

tors are hy far the Iargest source of

radioactive waste.

As the number of nuclear power
stations rises rapidly — 163 are now
in operation world wide and an-
other 332 are under construction —
atomic fuel iy required in increasing
quantities, resulting in more nuclear
wasles.
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The disposal of these wastes has
to be strictly controlled and kept
within limits. Such limits depend on
many factors, such as population of
the area, hydrological and geologi-
cal conditions and proximity to riv-
ers or lakes.

There are only two ways to man-
age radioactive wastes: they can
either be dispersed into the environ-
ment under certain conditions or
they can be confined so they do not
get into the environment,

Millions of gallons of nuclear
waste are stored around the world —
90 million gallons in the U.S. alone
— awaiting eventual reduction to
solid form. Some of this matenal
will be continuing to give off harm-
ful radiation for as long as 25,000
years.

There are three points of danger
in the nuclear power process: one is
the reactor itself. It may blow up
because of some defect, especially in
the flow of cooling water, though
this 1s an extremely rare possibility.

The second is fuel reprocessing:
after about two years’ use, part of
the reactor fuel — in the form of
500-800 *‘rods™ each weighing
nearly 500 pounds — needs to be
replaced. This is a complicated op-
eration which must be carried oul
with meticulous care. As the num-
ber of atomic power facilities in-
creases, more and more radioactive
waste has (o be moved in trucks,
trains and ships. The shipping casks
are so designed, insist officials, that
danger of any accident or explosion
is remote. But the risk exists.

The third is the storage of nuclear
wastes. There may be dangerous
leaks of radioactive material into
the surrounding earth and water
reservoirs. A natural calamity like
an earthquake near a storage areca
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may prove disastrous. There was a
major leak of 115,000 gallons of
highly radioactive waste two years
ago at Hanford in the U.5.A. be-
cause of a defeclive storage
tank.

Though man’s rising energy needs
and the depleting fossil fuels rule
out abandoning the atom as a
power source, radioactive minerals
are still an “unconventional™ fuel to
most laymen, and the risks give rise
to irrational fears in the minds of
many. This is even apart from the
non-environmental dangers of nu-
clear power stations (spread of
atomic weapons and nuclear black-
mail by terrorists), and the waste-
disposal problem.

Sir John Hills, Chairman of the
UK. Atomic Energy Authority, em-
phasises the other side of the pic-
ture: “Nuclear power is safer and
cleaner and has less impact on the
environment than any other prac-
tical alternative way of producing
the power we require. The nuclear
industry has from its birth been the
subject of controls, regulations and
safety procedures far more stringent
than any other.”

With the debate about the safety
of nuclear power growing highly
emotional, with the two sides almost
resembling armed camps, the advice
of Mr. Maurice Strong, Director of
the U.N. Environment Programme,
seems to be the most pertinent:
“Surely one does not have to be
opposed to nuclear power as such to
believe that it 15 only sensible and
rational to assure that the full con-
sequences of our escalating com-
mitment to nuclear energy are
evaluated before we drift into over-
reliance on this source of
power.” [

Courtesy Mimmal Muogazine
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Personal from...

(Continued from page 1)

sible a greater diffusion of knowl-
edge and exchange of ideas, and
then by more rapid means of trans-
portation — the steam engine, the
steamboat, the automobile, the
aeroplane. And finally, the tele-
phone, telegraph, radio, TV.

But what was the original impe-
tus?

Science to Solve Man's
Problems?

With the emergence of “modern
science” around the beginning of
the 19th century, scientists assured
the world that man had progressed
to the point where he then could
dispense with the superstitious
crutch of religion and belief in God.
Now humanity could rely on the
new messiah — Modern Science.

“Given sufficient knowledge,”
said the scientists, “we shall solve all
of humanity’s problems and cure all
the world’s ills.”

To replace religion and belief in
God, scientists and educators had
substituted the doctrine of evolu-
tion. The tools Modern Science used
in the production of this new
KNOWLEDGE were a stepped-up use
ol those man had employed since
the dawn of history — rejection of
revelation as a source of knowledge
and the use of observation. experi-
mentation, and human reason.

S0 the production of KNOWLEDGE
increased at a constantly accelera-
ting pace. The world’s total fund of
knowledge virtually dowbled in the
one decade of the 1960's!

But, paradoxically, as knowledge
has increased, so have humanity'’s
problems, troubles and evils, at al-
most an equal rate of acceleration!

What's wrong with the dictum
that knowledge is the sole need for
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solutions? We are face to face with
the stern FacT that increasing evils
have escalated alongside increasing
knowledge! That is not to say that
the increased knowledge caused the
growing evils. It does mean that the
knowledge produced did not cure
existing evils, or prevent new evils!

The aNswEr becomes plain. There
was something wrong with the knowl-
edge being produced, or else the
needed MISSING DIMENSION in knowl-
edge was nolt being discovered.

To the dictum of science that given
sufficient  knowledge. mankind’s
problems would be solved and hu-
manity's ills cured, I add this: Solu-
tions come from the right knowledge
that supplies the righr answer — the
true CAUSE of both the evils and the
CAUSE that would produce peace and
Joy and every Goob result; and, sec-
ondly, solutions come from the appli-
cation of that knowledge. For
knowledge is of value only to the
extent that it is wsed!

The Academic Freedom to
Reject Basic Knowledge!

In this feverish development of
knowledge production, universities
have been placing great emphasis
on academic freedom. Academic
freedom is defined as the indepen-
dent judgment allowed teachers,
scholars, scientists. and students in
the pursuit of knowledge.

Science as a whole and higher
education have exercised the aca-
demic freedom to postulate a cre-
ation without a Creator. They have
engaged in the acuvity of knowl-
edge production with total rejection
of any possibility of the miraculous,
the supernatural, the existence of
God or anything outside the
realm of the material. They have
rejected utterly revelation as a
source of basic knowledge!

When | engaged in research on
the theory of evolution, I studied
Darwin, Haeckel, Huxley, Vogt,
Chamberlain, and other exponents
of the theory. But also | looked at
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the other side of the question. But |
would venture to say that most of
those whose higher education has
been acquired during the past half
century have been taught and have
accepted without question the evo-
lutionary theory, not having exam-
ined with any seriousness the biblical
evidences of special creation. The
world’s “best seller” has been dis-
missed without a hearing.

[s it not human to err?

Could it be possible for the most
highly educated minds to have been
intellectually musled or deceived?
Could they, viewing only one side of
the question, be infallible, enurely
above making mistakes? For many
years now, | have observed that er-
rors almost always come when a
person starts with a false basic
premise — carelessly assumed as
self-evident and taken for granted
without question — and then builds
on that false basic hypothesis.

Suppose we now appropriate the
academic freedom to question that
which educators have dismissed
without examination.

Is it possible for us to find the
EXPLANATION of why MaN 1s as he is,
wHY Lhe world 15 filled with e ils? Is
it possible for us to discover the
CAUSE of all human suffering, an-
guish, unhappiness, and inequality?
Is it possible to find the cause that
would produce peace, happiness,
abundance, and prosperity — the
cause which world leaders have ap-
parently overlooked? Is it possible
to find the key to human survival?

The answer to the preceding
questions 15 “YES!” Yes, 1t 1s possible
to answer these basic questions that
have haunted man as long as he has
existed. Yes, there is an answver to
these questions that deal with nan’s
very survival. Il you want ANSWERS
to these questions, write for our
booklet Why Were You Born. IUs
free for the asking. Also be sure to
read Plain Truth's new feature series
dedicated to human survival which
begins on page 9 of this issue. O
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GARNER TED ARMSTRONG

reveals the PLAIN TRUTH about today's
world news and the prophecies of

THE WORLD TOMORROW

Today's world is beset by unprece-
dented threats to human survival.
lLeaders arc beginning to speak in
matter -of - fuct  terms about the
prospect of mass starvalion in vasi
arcas, of a worldwide depression, of
the use of nuclear weapons even by
smaller, more unsiable nations.

But there is hope for a better
world

You can hear Garner Ted Arm-
strong explain the meaning of today's
world conditions and the way 1o
happiness and world peace.

NEW ZEALAND

IXI — Radio i, Auckland — 1590 kHtz
9 p.m. Monday to Friday, 9.!5 p.m. Sunday.

AUSTRALIA

2KY Sydney, 8.00 p.m. Sunday and 5 minute
Capsule Commentaries Monday to Friday at

various times.
4KQ Brisbane, 10.15 p.m. Sunday

SDN Adelaide, 11.30 p.m. Sunday
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