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ow many times have you heard

non-Christians, judging one who

professes Christ, say in disgust:

' “Well if that’s Christianity, I
don’t want any of it!”

How many judge Gop by the way
professing Christians live? How many
assume that one must live a perfect life,
before he can become a Christian?

How many say: “If I could give up
smoking, I'd become a.Christian.”

How many think a Christian is sup-
posed to be perfect, never doing any-
thing wrong? ‘Suppose you do see or
hear about a Christian doing something
WRONG. Does that mean he is a hypo-
crite — that he is not really a Christian,
after all?

Is it possible for one to actually SIN,
while he is a Christian, and still remain a
truly converted Christian?

I suppose nearly everyone would
reply in the negative. But here is a vital
point you need 10 UNDERSTAND!

It’s hard to believe — but TRUE! Few
know just what is a Christian. Few know
HOW one is converted — whether sud-
denly, all at once, or gradually. Does
conversion happen immediately, or is it a
PROCESS? IT’S HIGH TIME WE UNDER-
STAND! ' .

The TRUTH is that there is a sense in
which true conversion does take place at

._a definite time — all at once. But it is also
true that in another sense conversion is
worked out gradually — a process of de-
velopment and growth.

Now NOTICE CAREFULLY! -
WHEN does one really become a

Holy Spirit. In Romans 8:9, we read that

unless we have the Holy Spirit, we are

not Christ’s — not Christians.

|  There is a definite TIME when God’s
Spirit enters into one. At the very mo-
ment he receives the Holy Spirit, he is, in-
this first sense, converted. Yes, all at
once! If he has Christ’s Spirit, he. is
CHrisT’s — he is a Christian! He has
been begotten as a child of God.

But does that mean his salvation! is
complete? Is he now fully and finally
“saved”? Is that all there is to it? Is he
now, suddenly, perfect? Is it now impos-
sible for him to do WRONG?

NO! Far FroM 1T! But WHY? What’s
the answer? Why do so many misunder-
stand?

Here is the PLAIN TRUTH you need to
know.

Christian? It is when he receives God’s .

First, there are TWO conditions to be-
coming a Christian: REPENTANCE, and
FAITH: These two we, ourselves, must
perform. Yet no one can, of himself, say:
“Oh now I see — I must repent. All right,
I hereby repent.” One does not just de-
cide casually, as a matter of routine, to
repent. WHY? ' ?

Jesus Christ said that none can come
to Him, except the Spirit of the Father
draw him. God grants repentance. God
calls one, and convicts the mind and
conscience by His Spirit, working on the
mind externally. Usually a real struggle
goes on within. The person has been
shaken to know he has done wrong — he
has sinned. He is not only sorry — he
abhors himself! He is brought to real
REPENTANCE not only for what he has
done, but for what he now sees that he
1s.

Yet he, himself, must make the deci-
sion. If he does repent, surrender to
God, and in FAITH accept Jesus Christ as
personal Saviour, then, upon perfor-
mance of these Two eonditions, God
promises to put within him the GIFT of
the Holy Spirit. This is the very life of
Gopb — spiriT life. It imparts to him the
very divine nature!

Then what, at that stage, has hap-
pened?

This new convert has only been begot-
ten of God — not yet BOrRN. He has not
received the full measure of God’s Spirit
Christ had — he is only a spiritual babe
in Christ — he must now GROW spiritu-
ally, just as a newly conceived fetus in its
mother’s womb must grow physically
large enough to be BORN as a human.

This new convert has now REPENTED,
in his mind, from the depths of his heart.
HE MEANS IT, too! In all sincerity, in his
mind and heart he has rurned around to
go the other way — to live a different life.
He is now a CHRISTIAN — he has re-
ceived God’s Holy Spirit. He really
wants to do what is right — to obey God
— to live GOD’s WAY.

YET HE FINDS HE DOES NOT DO THIS
PERFECTLY! Many, at this stage, become
discouraged. Some give up even trying
to live a Christian life. And wHY? Be-
cause of the false notion that a Christian
is one who becomes PERFECT at one fell
swoop — or, that one cannot become a
Christian until he has broken all wrong
habits, and made himself righteous.

It’s vital to UNDERSTAND how true
Christianity REALLY WORKS!

Personal from...

GHRISTIANITY 15
A GROWTH PROGESS

The newly begotten . Christian must
grow up, spiritually. What would you
think of a human baby, who became 6
feet tall all at once, without growing up?
The growing up process requires TIME.
There is an instant when a person re-
ceives the impregnating Holy Spirit of
God — when he first becomes a Chris-
tian. But he is only a spiritual infant. He
must grow up spiritually.

The newly converted person, in his
mind and heart, sincerely has ABOUT-
FACED! He has actually gained- contact

_with . Gop,. and received God’s Holy

Spirit. God’s own divine NATURE has
now been conceived within him. But
THAT’S ALL. It is merely conceived — not
yet full grown! And his HUMAN NATURE
is still there. It has not been killed or
removed!

Understand this!

We were all born HUMAN. We all were
born with HUMAN NATURE. Few seem to
know what human nature is. It is a
strong PULL — a tendency — and, like
gravity, it is a downward pull. Like a
strong magnet, it draws us in the way
OF SATAN — that is, a pull toward pride
and vanity, selfishness and greed, a lack
of outgoing concern for others — the
spirit of competition, opposition, strife,
effort to acquire, and to exalt the self. It
is a pull toward self-gratification, and
jealousy, envy and resentment toward
others.

It is the spirit of rebellion against au-
thority, hostility toward God and the
law of God. THAT is human nature. You
were born with it. It is still within you.

Originally God created the beautiful

archangel Lucifer. He sealed up the sum
of wisdom, knowledge and beauty. But
one thing he lacked was the righteous
CHARACTER to choose the right way, and
resist the wrong — to discipline the self
in the way it ought to go, instead of the
way of self-desire.

God’s PURPOSE in having created hu- °

manity — in having caused YOU fo be
born — is to reproduce Himself. And
Gon, above all things, is PERFECT, RIGH-
TEOUS CHARACTER! God is able to
create character within us — but it must
be done as a result of our independent
free choice. We, as individual separate
entities, have our part in the process.

What is perfect character? It is the
ability, in a separate entity, to come to
the KNOWLEDGE of the right from the
wrong — the true from the false — and to
CHOOSE the right, and possess the wiLL
to enforce self-discipline to Do the right
and resist the wrong.

Like muscle, character is developed,
and grows by exercise. My name is Arm-
strong. I suppose I could make my arm
stronger, and develop the muscle, by
constantly bending it back and forth at
the elbow. But if I pull, or push, against
some heavy weight or resistance, the
muscle will develop much faster. There-
fore God purposely put within us this
NATURE that exerts a heavy pull against
that perfect righteous character — to
give us something to strive against, for
THE VERY PURPOSE OF STRENGTHENING
AND DEVELOPING RIGHT CHARACTER!

“God’s CHARACTER travels in the direc-
tion of His law — the way of LOVE. It is
(Continued on page 7)
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SPAIN BRACES FOR MORE
PROBLEMS )
Western Europe’s last remaining authoritarian

regime may be heading fast toward its violent
end.

AGONIZING REAPPRAISAL &
FOR ARABS

A new Middle East equilibrium is in the making
" as Arab leaders realize that to prosper they

need peace.

THE STRANGE ORIGIN

OF HALLOWEEN

This Friday night, little goblins will besiege
your pome. Where did- this strange holiday
come ‘from? Should your children observe it?
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ONE MAN’S SMOKE IS
ANOTHER MAN’S POISON
Second-hand “‘sidestream’ smoke ma& be more
dangerous to your health than the main drag.
So, for the innocent bystander, STOP SMOKING!

THE SUGAR CONSPIRACY

The high cost of sugar may be a blessing in
disguise. Save your teeth and your money —

buy honey.
12

YOUR STAKE IN THE
BEEF CRISIS

Despite current adequate supplies of meat,
changes on the ranges may once again empty

our supermarkets.

EMPTY OPTIMISM

The United States is sick — and wishful thinking
by government officials will not cure the

sickness.
15

A SEARCH FOR SATAN

At the first World Congress of Witchcraft in
Bogota4, the real Satan sent a counterfeit.
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GETTING OFF THE MATERIALISTIC
MERRY-GO-ROUND

by Jeff Calkins

It seemed that no one ever noticed, but
throughout the social smoke and political
haze generated by the turbulence of the
1960s, the material condition of most
Americans improved immensely. The
same decade that spawned campus tur-
moil, riots in the streets, and the Vietnam
war also produced for the average Ameri-
can consumer an unprecedented in-
crease in real income.

During this time the United States and

the world as a whole were blessed with -

abnormally good weather, and food pro-
duction made gains each year. Ameri-
cans found the percentage of their
income that went for food on the decline.
The same condition characterized
housing and transportation. There was
still open suburban land to be had for low
prices, and construction costs — espe-
cially for raw materials — were lower than
today. As a consequence, the average
family found itself able to afford a larger
house or a better apartment than before.
And while urbanologists murmured
about ‘‘suburban sprawl,” what they

really were lamenting were the most com-.

fortable mass living conditions in history.
Inflation had yet to jack up the price-of

a new car. The average price increase of

one of Detroit's behemoths stayed close
to two percent per year. Cheap food,
housing, and transportation more than
offset the increasing costs of medical
care, personal services, and recreation.

Those were indeed halcyon days when
inflation, at its worst, reached the tower-
ing peaks of five and six percent — and
usually crept along at about half that fig-
ure. By contrast, nowadays we have to
have the worst recession since the 1930s
in order to coax inflation down to eight
percent.

“Real discretionary income” — econo-
mist jargon for what people have at the
end of the month with which to do as they
please — was on the rise. The relative
costs of life's necessities were going
down, so the average person found he
had money left over to pursue his fancies
and whims — something which history
had previously reserved only for the rich.

For many, it all congealed into a-semi-
hedonistic life-style. Predictably, ex-
pectations were raised still further — until
they soon surpassed the ability of the
economy to fill them, a fact which helped

Agribusiness, or the Meddlesome Middle
Man, or whomever you will, the point is
that the price of food has shot up 40
percent since 1971. “The era of declining
food prices is over,” intones one govern-
ment economist. More of our budget will
simply have to go for food.

The discomforting fact is that the same
thing is echoed by the industry spokes-
men in both transportation and housing.

Austerity’s Benefits
But the foregoing needn't cast a spell

-of gloom and despair; any number of

positive results can emerge from our de-
clining incomes. At the time of the origi-
nal energy crlgis. many commentators
said we should use the shortage of fuel to
make some healthy readjustments in our
life-styles. Americans, they said, had the
opportunity to.rise above mere materialist
pursuits. Unfortunately once the crisis
was “over” — of course, it really isn't —
Americans all too soon returned to many
of their energy-wasting practices, as any-
one who patiently drives at the 55-mile-
per-hour speed limit quickly discovers.

A dose of austerity, it can be argued,
could be good for the nation as a whole.
After all, even with rising prices and de-
clining real income, America’s standard
of living still far surpasses that of most of
the world. Even the prosperous nations
of Western Europe cannot match, for ex-
ample, what the average American pays
for either food or fuel. And even the new
“no frills” houses the homebuilders are
now constructing are mini-palaces com-
pared to the cramped apartments in-
habited by so many people in the rest of
the free world.

Perhaps the lesson of the sixties is that
Americans became too accustomed to a
good life based exclusively on material
acquisitions. There is a grave danger in
this outlook on life.

In a reflective moment on Meet the
Press, California’s Governor Brown
pointed out that “every civilization that
has gone to a sensate, sensual culture
has fallen.”

America doesn't have to go the way of
sensate Rome. It has Christ's counsel
that “‘a man’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions” (Luke
12:15, RSV).

A declining standard of living can be

spawn dc tic turmoil, di isf: ),
and unrest.
From Xanadu to Nostalgia

On into the seventies, America grew to
resemble a modern Xanadu, the ancient
land where Kubla Khan decreed his plea-
sure domes be built. But instead of plea-
sure domes it was Astrodomes and
Superdomes. Kubla Khan found his mod-
ern counterpart in the wealthy profes-
sional sports owners.

But the vision has faded. Now America
revels in a nostalgia kick, yearning to go
back beyond the prosperous sixties to
the pre-boom fifties, when life was less
hectic and complex.

Blame the Russians, Earl Butz, Big Bad -

used creatively: One can learn to derive
enjoyment from areas in life which aren’t
‘“‘money intensive’” — such as spending
time with one's family, talking with
friends, visiting neighbors, or doing
things oneself again.

Redefining the *‘good life” in 1976
makes far more sense than hopelessly
scrambling for the last vestiges of the
“good life” of 1966. And who knows?
People might even be tempted to break
loose long enough from the stranglehold
of our secular culture to ask themselves
infinitely more important philosophical
questions as to the real meaning and pur-
pose of life. Materialistic merry-go-rounds
do not lend themselves to such in-
trospection. It is time we all got off. O
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Spain Braces for More Trouble

Behrendt — Het Parool, Amsterdam — Rothco

For over 36 years — from the
overthrow of the Spanish Re-
public by Generalissimo Fran-
cisco Franco in 1939 —
opponents of E! Caudillo, as
Franco is called, have been pre-
dicting the imminent downfall
of his authoritarian regime.

Now, at long last, the pre-
diction appears to be rapidly
heading toward fulfillment.
Plagued by a growing tide of
internal violence and increasing
international isolation, Western
Europe’s last remaining author-
itarian regime may be fast
drawing to a violent close.

Storm of Protest

In late September, the Span-
ish government, ignoring pleas
for clemency from all quarters
of Western Europe, executed
five
slaying Spanish poli Two

terrorists convicted of .

murderers.” Italian Christian
Democrat Paolo Cabras
branded the Madrid govern-
ment “a continuing curse
against all free men.” And Pope
Paul VI assailed the executions
as “murderous repression” — es-
pecially severe language for the
Vatican.

In all, 16 European govern-
ments recalled their ambassa-
dors from Madrid in protest.
Spanish embassies and offices
were looted and burned in sev-
eral European capitals. Mex-
ico’s President Luis Echeverria
called upon the United Nations
to expel Spain and “speed up
Franco’s fall.”

The European Economic
Community (EEC) dealt Spain
what was perhaps the hardest
blow of all by cutting off nego-
tiations on a new free-trade

of the five were members of the
Basque separatist movement
Basque Nation and Liberty
(ETA) and the others belonged
to the smaller, Maoist-oriented
Patriotic Anti-Fascist Revolu-
tionary Front (FRAP).

Inside Spain, the executions
touched off a series of terrorist-
reprisal killings of policemen
and a two-day general strike in
the four northern Basque prov-
inces. But to the Spanish gov-
ernment’s surprise and chagrin,
the ramifications of the execu-
tions extended far beyond the
nation’s borders.

Swedish Prime Minister Olof
Palme, in the strongest denun-
ciation, labelled the Franco re-
gime a group of ““bloody

agres Spanish foreign pol-
icy had recently been working
for closer links, both economic
and otherwise, between Spain
and the West European democ-
racies.-

Washington Mum

The United States remained
notably silent amid the storm of
anti-Franco protest. Negotiat-
ing with Spain for the renewal
of the agreement giving the
U.S. rights to four military
bases in Spain, Washington
chose only to express regret at
“the cycle of violence that led to
this tragic outcome.” With
NATO’s southern flank already
weakened by difficulties in Por-
tugal, Greece, and Turkey,
Spanish bases are regarded as

WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 1, 1975 )

essential to the U.S.-NATO
presence in the Mediterranean.

The unusually intense out-
burst of condemnation from the
governments of Western Eu-
rope was not a reaction to the
executions per se. The use of the
death penalty against clearly
guilty political murderers is not
generally objectionable to most
Europeans. The protests were
directed in most: cases against
the method of trial — the hasty,
closed-door, military tribunal
which has become increasingly
common in Spain, beyond
which there is no appeal.

Nevertheless, political ana-
lysts feel the trials and execu-
tions acted merely as a trigger,
releasing long pent-up resent-
ment and animosity for the
Franco government. Britain’s
Foreign Secretary James Cal-
laghan observed that the whole
problem was “brought about
not just by a single act of bruta-
lity, but by injustices over a
generation or ‘more.” Many
West Europeans have not for-
gotten that Franco’s forces in
the Spanish Civil War.— the
testing ground for World War IT
— were supported by the Nazis
and fascists which later bruta-
lized the entire Continent.

Replying on national televi-
sion, Spain’s Prime Minister
Carlos Arias Navarro angrily
rejected the foreign criticism,
calling it hypocritical, false, un-
just, and an unwarranted inter-
ference in Spain’s internal
affairs. Spain, he asserted, does
not desire international isola-
tion, but neither does it frighten
her.

The aggressive government
line was echoed by General
Franco in a three-minute, emo-

(Continued on page 4, col. 1)
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“SHIPPING CHAOS”

PROSPECT

FANNED BY INFLATION

LONDON: Double-digit in-
flation is now causing concern
among free world shipping oper-
ators. It’s not so much the runa-
way inflation they are suffering
as it is the low rate of inflation
in communist nations.

Since most shipping lines be-

long to rate-agreement cartels

that fix prices at uniform rates, -

for given routes, inflation has
hitherto had little real effect on
the competition of one ship
against another because a new
gentlemen’s agreement in-

creased everyone’s prices period-

ically. Shippers operating in
countries not experiencing
double-digit inflation went
along with price rises because
this increased their profits.

Now these cozy arrangements
are in danger because of the
lesser rate of inflation in the
communist world.

Iron Curtain shipping author-
ities consistently refused to join
free world price-controlling as-
sociations, and, hence, because
they weren’t beset with runaway
domestic inflation and the same
commercial profit-making pres-
sures as free-world shipping,
their rates have remained rela-
tively stable. Effectively this
means they are now seriously
undercutting other shipping line
rates and, consequently, are
capturing a growing share of
world cargo movements.

The communist success has
come at the worst possible mo-

ment for its free-world com-.

petition. Ship owners are

reeling under three financial -

hammer blows — the collapse of
the supertanker market, a spec-
tacular increase in bunkerage
charges, and the downturn in

cargo rates in view of slackened
world trade.

Mr. F. B. Bolton, president of
the General Council of British
Shipping, recently stated that
on certain routes Soviet cargo
rates run an average of 20% to
30% lower than the tariffs fixed
by British liners. In some cases
the rates are as much as 50%
below the competition.

“Rate dumping” is undoubt-
edly going on to some degree as
well. But it’s a’ traditional
method used by shipping own-
ers to break into otherwise
closed trading areas and is not
solely the answer to the Soviet
success.

Whatever the reasons, Mr.
Bolton feels pessimistic as to the
long-term effects.

The collapse of rate-fixing
conferences due to shipping
lines pulling out to be free to
undercut each other’s prices and
compete with the Soviets could
result, he thinks, in a chaotic
price free-for-all.

On a short-term basis this
might seem good — the effect
being to lower cargo rates and
passenger fares — but history
teaches that the likely next step
is for nations to take protective
reprisals, insisting that domestic
cargos be carried in nationally
owned ships or country-of-ori-
gin ships and ultimately, to a
greater or lesser extent, this
could lead to trade restrictions
and a form of trade war.

The fact that all but two or
three major shipping lines have
recgntly pulled out of the
Trans-Pacific Freight Confer-
ence and are operating in a
“free-for-all” manner indicates
that Mr. Bolton knows what
he’s talking about.

— John D. Stettaford

Arab Arms Industry
Beginning to Take Shape

LONDON: The Arab world
is littered with the remains of
well-intentioned cooperative ef-
forts which have been con-
demned to paper dreams after
the usual fanfare accompanying
their inception. One inter-
governmental effort that is giv-
ing signs of _ actually
functioning, however, is the
Arab Organization for the Man-
ufacture of Armaments
(AOMA), set up in May as a
joint venture by Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emi-
rates, and Qatar.

AOMA was born at a meet-

ing on May 10 in Cairo with a
capital investment of $1.04 bil-
lion to develop arms and other
industries. Although it is not
known where the factories are
to be established, it is assumed
that they will eventually be
found for the most part in
Egypt. At the head of AOMA is
a ministerial committee at-
tended by the Egyptian war
minister, the Saudi defense
minister, and the armed forces
commanders of Qatar and the
UAE (United Arab Emirates).
AOMA policy seems to in-
dicate that its function will be to

import perfected weapons tech-
nology from the West, rather
than trying to build a home-
grown Arab arms industry from
scratch. .
President Sadat visited Brit-
ain in June very largely in order
to discuss the possibilities of set-
ting up assembly lines for Brit-
ish weapons. After Sadat’s visit,
it was announced that Britain’s
three largest aerospace contrac-
tors — British Aircraft Corpora-
tion, Hawker Siddeley, and
Westland — had submitted
studies for the manufacture in
Egypt of missiles, jets, and heli-
copters respectively. The other
items believed to be on the list
for assembly include the
Hawker Siddeley Hawk fighter-
trainer, ground-to-air missiles
(Continued on page 4, col. 3)
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Agonizing
Reappraisal
for Arabs

by Norman Cousins

Most of the attention given to
the Israeli-Egyptian accord has
been directed to the terms of
the agreement engineered by
Secretary of State Henry Kiss-
inger. Of ‘equal importance has
been the effect of the pact on
the politics of the Arab world.

The biggest change of all is
the: psychological one. Before
the Israeli-Egyptian agreement
was_concluded, there was vir-
tually a united front inside the
Arab world against any recogni-
tion of Israel as a state. In the
very act of signing an~accord
with Israel, however, Egypt has
accepted Israel’s right to make
commitments as a nation. This
does not constitute formal rec-
ognition, to be sure, but recog-
nition is implied and the long-
term implications have pro-
duced -shock waves throughout
the Arab world. The fact that
the leading Arab nation would
seek to be at peace with Israel —
even though the agreement is

an interim one — has con-
fronted the Arab peoples with
the need for an agonizing reap-
praisal.

No doubt, a large number of
Arabs would like to see the
Egyptian peace with Israel col-
lapse. But the Egyptian people
themselves harbor no such pref-
erence. Egypt needs peace.
Food shortages are acute..The
public transportation system is
breaking down. The country
faces a massive problem in
housing. Inflation and un-
employment are producing social
and political unrest. The last
‘thing in the world President
Sadat needs is war or even the
need to deal with foreign ten-
sions.

Another psychological
change that has come about as
a result of the Egyptian-Israeli
signing has to do with Arab atti-
tudes toward the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization (PLO).
When Palestinian terrorists
were carrying out their acts of
violence against Israel, the per-
petrators were not widely con-
demned inside the Arab world.
But now that the Palestinian
terrorists have turned their vio-
lence against Egypt, the united
front of public opinion favor-
able to the PLO has been bro-
ken.

While this shift is not likely to

affect Arab support for a sepa-
rate Palestinian state, the dis-
sension inside the ranks of the
PLO itself is bound to increase
under outside pressure.

A new equilibrium is in the
making in the Middle East. If
Henry Kissinger can follow up
his success between Egypt and
Israel with an agreement on
military disengagement in the
Golan Heights, he may have
the momentum he needs to go
all the way.

What part would the Geneva
conference play in such a com-
prehensive settlement? From
the start, it has been clear that
not until all the parties got
around the same table would it
be possible to fit all the pieces
into place. But it also seems
likely that the function of a Ge-
neva conference would be to ra-

_ tify an agreement rather than to

negotiate one. So the argument
over a step-by-step approach vs.
the conference approach has
been a false issue. The best
chance of success for a Geneva
conference is to have an agenda
with some agreements that can
serve as a- scaffolding for a
structure of peace._

This is the Kissinger strategy.
It was a long shot to begin with,
but the odds are changing very
fast.

1975, Norman Cousins.
- Dist. by Los Angeles Times Syndicate.

Spain Braces

(Continued from page 3)

tion-filled speech before a
cheering mass rally assembled
in front of the Royal Palace on
October 1 — the 39th anniver-
sary of his assumption of power.
Franco blamed Spain’s troubles
on a “left-wing Masonic con-
spiracy” abroad and “commu-
nist-terrorist subversion” at

home. He also assailed “certain *

corrupt countries” for criticizing
his government.

Uncertain Future
The recent international con-

demnation of Spain, most ana- :

lysts agree, has served to unite
the country to some degree be-
hind the Franco government —
with the exception, of course, of
the nation’s 750,000 Basques.

But unrest is still brewing in
broad segments of Spanish so-
ciety,” including the business
and professional communities,
the church, and elements of the
military who want to see mean-
ingful reform in the country.

In the short run international
tongue lashing and growing
guerrilla violence will undoubt-
edly prompt 82-year-old Franco
to tighten his grip on the coun-
try. This could spark further ter-
rorist defiance and even greater
professional and institutional
dissatisfaction, in the assess-
ment of most observers.

Many Spaniards are looking
to Franco’s designated heir, 37-
year-old Juan Carlos de Borbon
— the grandson of Spain’s last
king — to lift the repression
when he assumes power in a

restored monarchy following -

Franco’s death or, less likely,
resignation. Juan Carlos is said
to favor gradual liberalization
and the opening of political
participation to all but the com-
munist party. Spain is presently
a one-party state.

Some fear, however, that the

' young king will be unable to

control the coalition of powerful
right-wing groups which have
run Spain for nearly four
decades.

Will Spain follow in the foot-
steps of Portugal, which was
thrown into political chaos
when her authoritarian regime
was overthrown? Will extremist
factions on the left and the right
meet in a head-on clash? Will
the armed forces assume a ma-
jor role as they have in Portu-
gal?

It had once been hoped that
when Franco departed the
scene, a peaceful transition to a
democratic system and accom-
panying international accep-
tance would be seen. But the
longer a change in the “reign in
Spain” is delayed, the more un-
likely it is that it will come with-
out suffering for Spaniards and
problems for all of Europe. O

Arab Arms
(Continued from page 3)

and the Anglo-French Adour
engine powering the Hawk.

A report in a daily paper in
Beirut announced that arms-
production priorities had been
decided upon. Top priority
would be given to the manufac-
ture of fighter and fighter-
bomber aircraft. Second came
the assembly of electronic
equipment, thirdly anti-aircraft
and anti-tank guided missiles,
and finally tanks and armored
vehicles.

In addition to the studies sub-
mitted by British aircraft manu-
facturers, the Beirut paper stated
that cooperation offers had also
been received from Dassault, the
makers of the Mirage, and
Thomson-CSF and Plessey, re-
spectively French and British
electronics manufacturers.

The Arabs, and the Egyptians
particularly, appear to be taking
AOMA very seriously — per-
haps prodded by the example of
Israel’s burgeoning homemade
arms industry which recently
unveiled its first fighter plane, a

hybrid derived from the Mirage -

equipped with a Phantom en-
gine. But even if the implemen-
tation of the plan does proceed
as expected, it will require
French and British blessing be-
fore it gets anywhere. O

— Adli Muhtadi

by Gene H. Hogberg

NATO: Who Needs t?

LENINGRAD, U.S.S.R.: The sleek, three-masted vessel an-
chored here in the harbor of the “Annapolis” of the Soviet Union
carries a message by its very presence. It’s the training ship of the
Portuguese navy — a navy which, on paper at least, is still a part of
NATO.

Spokesmen for Portugal’s leftist Armed Forces Movement —

 instigators and protectors of Portugal’s 1974 “flower revolution” —

claim that their nation is still committed to the Western alliance.
But the Soviet and Portuguese flags flying cozily side-by-side in
Leningrad harbor, along with the casual ambience between the
bearded, scraggly-haired Portuguese midshipmen and their crew-
cutted Soviet counterparts suggest that Portugal’s AFM leaders are
also looking elsewhere for “sailing instructions.”

Portugal is only one example of NATO’s slumping state of
affairs. The current economic slowdown in the West — referred to
in Moscow as the “crisis in capitalism™ — is parlly responsible for
the situation. Some say an excuse.

Holland, for example, is planning serious defense cuts which
NATO Secretary-General Joseph Luns, a former Dutch Foreign
Minister, warns could set a dangerous precede