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Istanbul at sunset. The capital of the 
Roman empire was transferred from 
Rome to this city three centuries after 
Christ by the Emperor Constantine. 
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Rome as it is seen today from the Vatican. Here the early bishops of Rome developed absolute power after the 
capital of the Roman Empire was moved east. Against the exercise of this papal authority the Protestant reformers 
stormed. Read in this issue the astounding facts of history that led to the Protestant Revolt! 
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The Plain T ruth about the 
PROTESTANT Reformation 

Was the Protestant movement really a "reformation" of the 
one true Church which Jesus Christ built? Was it a return to 
genuine apostolic Christianity? Here are the surprising answers 

every informed person NEEDS to understand! 
by Roderick C. Meredith 

PART TWO 

I N THE first article of this series, we 
discussed the Protestant claims that 
"the Bible, the whole Bible, and 

nothing but the Bible, is the religion of 
Protestants." This is a REMARKABLE 

statement. 
Also, we learned from the Bible and 

from the record of history about the 
remarkable transformation that took 
place in nominal Christianity soon after 
the death of the original apostles. For
mer pagan customs and beliefs were 
introduced into the church congrega
tions. Ceremonies and rituals began to 
replace the true worship of God. Yet, 
in spite of persecution, a small but un
broken chain of witnesses continued the 
faith and worship of the apostolic 
Church. 

Since the Protestants definitely came 
out of the bosom of the Roman Cath
olic Church, we asked: Was the Protes
tant movement a reformation of God's 
true Church gone wrong? Is, then, the 
Roman Catholic Church actually the 
misguided offspring of the Church 
Jesus Christ said He would build? 

Now let us continue the answer. 

The Development of the Catholic 
Church 

Although, as we have seen, much of 
the truth perished from the local con
gregations within fifty years after the 
death of the apostles, the Roman Cath
olic Church as such did not develop 
until the fourth century. Before then, 
there were many splits and divisions 
within the visible church, but the prog
ress of literal idolatry was stayed be
cause of persecution by the Roman 
state-which prevented many of the 
heathen from coming in and kept the 
church pure to that extent. 

But, even so, it was mainly a purity 
in error, for the theology of the time 
had departed so far from the teachings 
of Jesus and the apostles that many 
doctrines were now based upon the 
ideas of Plato and other pagan philos
ophers. Origen, one of the great "church 
fathers" of this period, was an admirer 
of this philosophy and employed it in 
explaining the doctrines of the gospel. 
This led him to the allegorical method of 
interpreting scripture (Wharey, p 46). 

Dealing with this period, Gibbon 
describes for us the gradual development 
of what eventually became the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, patterned after the 
government of imperial Rome. He 
states: "The primitive Christians were 
dead to the business and pleasures of the 
world; but their love of action, which 
could never be entirely extinguished, 
soon revived, and found a new occupa
tion in the government of the church" 
(Decline and Fall, vol. I, p. 410). 

Of the development of this church 
government, he tells us that it soon 
followed the model of the provincial 
synods-uniting several churches in one 
area under the leadership of the bishop 
of the church possessing the most mem
bers and usually situated in the largest 
city (Gibbon, p. 413-415). With the 
conversion of Constantine to nominal 
Christianity, the church government be
gan to be modeled more nearly after 
the Roman state. Wharey tells us: "Un
der Constantine the Great, the church 
first became connected with the state, 
and in its government was accommo
dated to such connection, upon princi
ples of state policy" (Church HislOry, 
p. 55). 

Corruption and Moral Decay 

The increased vice and corruption 
of the ministry is related by Mosheim, 

who aptly describes the lust for power 
which entered the heartS and minds of 
the spiritual leaders of this period: "The 
bishops had shameful quarrels among 
themselves, respecting the boundaries 
of their sees and the extent of their 
jurisdiction; and while they trampled 
on the rights of the people and of the 
inferior clergy, they vied with the civil 
governors of the provinces in luxury, ar
rogance, and voluptuousness" (Institutes 
of Ecclesiastical History, p. 131). 

When Constantine became sole em
peror of the Roman Empire in 323 
AD., within a year Christianity, at least 
in name, was recognized as the official 
religion of the empire. This recognition 
not only affected the government of 
the church and the morals of its minis
ters, but it had a profound influence on 
the entire church and its membership. 

All persecution of the established 
church ceased at once and forever. The 
ancient day of the sun was soon pro
claimed as a day of rest and worship. 
Heathen temples were consecrated as 
churches. Ministers soon became a 
privileged class, above the law of the 
land. 

Now everybody sought membership 
in the church. "Ambitious, worldly, un
scrupulous men sought office in the 
church for social and political influence" 
(Hurlbut, p. 79). Instead of Christi
anity influencing and transforming the 
world, we see the world dominating the 
professing Christian church. 

"The services of worship increased 
in splendor, but were less spiritual and 
hearty than those of former times. The 
forms and ceremonies of paganism 
gradually crept into the worship. Some 
of the old heathen feasts became church 
festivals with Lhallge of name and wor
ship. About 405 A.D. images of saints 
and martyrs began to appear in the 
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churches. . .. (Hurlbut, p. 79). 
The church and state became one 

integrated system when Christianity was 
adopted as the religion of the empire. 
The Roman Catholic system had begun, 
and Hurlbut tells us that, "the church 
gradually usurped power over the state, 
and the result was not Christianity bur 
a more or less corrupt hierarchy con
trolling the nations of Europe, making 
the church mainly a political machine" 
(The Story of the Christian Church. 
p.80). 

Catholicism in Power 

Within two years after what was 
called Christianity became the official 
religion of the Roman Empire, a new 
capital was chosen and built by Con
stantine. He selected the Greek city of 
Byzantium because its situation ren
dered it relatively safe from the ravages 
of war which had so often plagued 
Rome. 

Soon after this, the division of the 
empire took place-with Constantine 
appointing associate emperors for the 
West. The division of the empire pre
pared the way for the coming split in 
the Catholic Church. This also provided 
an easier path to the exaltation of the 
Roman bishop as he was not now 
overshadowed by the emperor. 

During this time, the established 
church ruled supreme-and any attempt 
to return to the apostolic faith would 
have been severely punished as an of
fence against the state. "The command 
was issued that no one should write or 
speak against the Christian (Catholic) 
religion, and all books of its opposers 
should be burned" (Hurlbut, p. 85). 

Thus we can see that those who may 
have held much truth during this period 
were deprived of the means of preserv
ing any record of their faith for future 
generations. This edict was effective in 
stamping out heresy, but it was also 
effective in stifling any truth which 
was held in opposition to Catholic doc
trine. 

As for the substance of that doctrine, 
Wharey lells us: "The Theology of this 
century began to be much adulterated 
and corrupted with superstition and 
heathen philosophy. lIenee are to be 
seen evident traces of excessive venera
tion for departed saints, of a belief in 
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a state of purgatory. for souls after death, 
of the celibacy of the clergy, of the 
worship of images and relics, and of 
many other opinions, which in process 
of time almost banished the true re
ligion, or at least very much obscured 
and corrupted it" (Church History, p. 
60). Thus we find that as the Catholic 
church continued, superstition, heathen
ism and idolatry increased. 

The development of papal power was 
the outstanding fact during the ten 
centuries of the middle ages. The Pope 
at Rome soon claimed to be ruler, not 
only over the other bishops, but over 
nations, kings, and emperors (Hurlbut, 
p. 105). 

Gregory I (590-604) made the 
church the virtual ruler in the province 
around Rome, and it was he who de
veloped the doctrine of purgatory, the 
adoration of images, and transubstanti
ation. Fisher speaks of this period: 
"Christmas originated in the West 
(Rome), and from there passed over 
into the Eastern Church. Many Chris
tians still took part in the heathen 
festival of New Year's" (History of the 
Christian Church, p. 119). 

Speaking of the doctrinal contro
versies which raged through the church 
at this time, he says: "The interference 
of the state in matters of doctrine is a 
fact that calls for particular notice. In 
philosophy, Plato's influence was still 
predominant: Augustine, as well as 
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Origen, was steeped in the Platonic 
spirit" (Fisher, p. 121). Here is a plain 
statement that the philosophical teach
ings of such heathen thinkers as Plato 
distinctly influenced the doctrinal posi
tions of many of the early "church 
fathers"! 

The Culmination and Decline of 
Papal Prestige 

The height of papal supremacy was 
attained under Gregory VII, called 
Hildebrand. Under his reign, we behold 
the spectacle of the current emperor, 
Henry IV, in order to receive absolution 
from the pope's ban of excommunica
tion, "having laid aside all belongings 
of royalty, with bare feet and clad in 
wool, continued for three days to stand 
before the gates of the castle" (Hurlbut, 
p. 111). 

Another high point in the progress 
of papal authority was the reign of In
nocent III. He declared in his inaugural 
discourse, "The successor of St. Peter 
stands midway between God and man; 
below God, above man; Judge of all, 
judged of none" (Hurlbut, p. 112). 

Soon after this, however, followed 
the period known as the "Babylonish 
Captivity" of the church (1305-1378), 
Through political influence of the 
French king, the papacy was transferred 
from Rome to the south of France at 
A vignon. The political and moral 
scandals of the pope and clergy through-

The interior of the St. Sophia church-which is now transformed into a 
mosque. Notice the Arabic inscriptions from the Koran, the Moslem's 
sacred book. This church was built by Justinian, who recognized the 
bishop of Rome as absolute head of the Church. 
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The world-famous church of St. Sophia in Istanbul, Turkey. On this very site in 325, Constantine 
the Great built a Catholic basilica. After it was destroyed by fire and riots, Emperor Justinian 
dedicated a fabulous new church on the same site in 527. The Turks transformed it into a mosque 
in 14.53. This city was anciently made the chief capital of the Rom!ln Empire by Emperor Constan
tine-who named the city Constantinople, after himself. By moving the chief capital here, the 
Emperor left the Bishop of Rome free to develop absolute control over religion In Western 
Europe. 

out this entire period weakened the 
papal influence, and began to prepare 
men's minds for the later attempts at 
reformation (Mosheim, p. 490). 

That there were many good and sin
cere men in the Roman church even 
during this period is not doubted. But 
the complete departure of their ancestors 
from the doctrine and practice of Christ 
and the apostles, the substitution in 
their place of heathen philosophies and 
doctrines, of heathen church festivals, 
fasts. images, relics and sundry other 
practices-all this would have made it 
well nigh impossible for most men to 
grasp the simple truths of the Bible 
even if they had desired to do so. And, 
due to the prevailing ignorance and bar
barism of the times, most of the com
mon men and women would have been 
unable to read the scriptures even if 
they had been made available, and they 
had wished to do so (Mosheim, p. 491) . 

Nevertheless. the constant abuse of 
ecclesiastical authority by an ignorant 
and ravenous clergy, the continuing 
scandals of the papal COUrt, and tht:: 
compromlsmg involvements of the 
popes and cardinals in temporal as well 
a5 religious affairs-all these things did 
much to arouse a questioning spirit 
in the masses of people. 

At the conclusion of the "Babylonish 
Captivity" in 1378, Pope Gregory XI, 
returned to Rome. But at his death, 
through political pressure and maneuver, 
two popes were elected by the cardinals! 
The world then beheld the spectacle of 
the nominal heads of Christendom hurl
ing maledictions, threats, accusations 
and excommunications at each other 
over a period of many years. 

Mosheim aptly describes this unhappy 
state of affairs: "For, during fifty years 
the church had two or three heads, and 
the contemporary pontiffs assailed each 
other with excommunications, maledic
tions, and plots. The calamities and dis
tress of those times are indescribable. 
For besides the perpetual contentions 
and wars between the pontifical factions, 
which were ruinous to great numbers, 
involving them in the loss of lift:: or of 
property, nearly all sense of religion 
was in many places extinguished, and 
wickedness daily acquirt::d greater im
punity and boldness; the clergy, pre
viously corrupt, now laid aside even 
the appearance of piety and godliness, 
while those who called themselves 
Christ's vicegerents were at open war 
with each other; and the conscientious 
people, who believed no one could be 
saved without living in subjection to 

Christ's vicar, were thrown into the 
greatest perplexity and anxiety of mind" 
(Mosheim, p. 496). 

Such was the provocative state of 
"Christendom" on the eve of the Ref· 
ormation. Well might men have asked 
themselves. "Is this the church that 
Jesus Christ built?" 

Precursors of the Reformation 

History seems to provide some strange 
dilemmas. One of tWO alternatives is 
often assumed about the existence of 
the true Church during the Middle ages. 
One is that the Church of God as a 
visible, organized body of believers had 
ceased to exist over a period embracing 
hUlldrt::ds of years. The other is that 
the Roman Catholic Church-whose 
utter depravity we have described in 
the preceding installment-was the only 
legitimate descendant of the Church 
Jesus Christ said He would build (Mat. 
16: 18). 

However, many historians are now 
beginning to realize that there were 
groups of believers in apostolic truth 
scattered through almost every country 
of Europe prior to the age of Luther 
(Mosheim. p. 685). 

Long before the dawn of the Reforma
tion proper, many of these different in-
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dependent movements and religious 
SocietIes asserted themselves more 
strongly with the decline of papal in
fluence and power. Some of these un
doubtedly contained remnants of be
lievers in apostolic truth, now long 
languishing in an obscurity forced upon 
them by periodic persecutions and rav
ishments. 

Among these, the Albigenses or 
Cathari, "puritans," grew to prominence 
in southern France around the year 1170. 
The Cathari made great use of scripture, 
although they are reputed to have re
jected parts of the Old Testament 
(Walker, A History of the Christian 
Church, p. 250). 

They translated and circulated copies 
of the New Testament, repudiated the 
authority of tradition, and attacked the 
Roman Catholic doctrines of purgatory, 
image worship, and various priestly 
claims. Their doctrine seems to have 
been a mixture of truth and error, but 
their rejection of papal authority 
brought forth a "crusade" against them 
at the behest of Pope Innocent III, in 
1208. As a result, the sect was almost 
extirpated by the wanton slaughter of 
most of the inhabitants of the area, 
including many Catholics (Hurlbut, p. 
141). 

The Waldenses 

Another scattered group of believers 
in apostolic teachings and practices were 
called Waldenses. Mosheim tells us how 
the Waldenses "multiplied and spread 
with amazing rapidity through all the 
countries of Europe, nor could they be 
exterminated entirely by any punish
ments, whether by death or any other 
forms of persecution" (p. 429). 

Unquestionably, there were different 
elements among those denominated as 
Waldenses. Some held to mare apostolic 
truth than others. Some, we are in
formed, "looked upon the Romish 
church as a real church of Christ, though 
greatly corrupted." But others, "main
tained that the church of Rome had 
apostatized from Christ, was destitute of 
the Holy Spirit, and was that Babylu
nian harlot mentioned by St. John" 
(Mosheim, p. 430). 

As we have already seen, the enemies 
of these scattered Christian groups have 
often charged them falsely as to doc-
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trines, and much of the scriptural truth 
they may have held has probably been 
lost with the destruction of their 
original writings. Yet even their enemies 
sometimes bear eloquent testimony as 
to the morals and doctrine of the Wal
denses. As quoted in an appendix of 
Wharey's Church History, the following 
incident, taken from an early and re
puted source, is indicative of the faith 
and practice of the early Waldenses: 
"King Louis XII having received in
formation from the enemies of the Wal
denses, dwelling in Provence, of several 
heinous crimes which they fathered 
upon them, sent to the place Monsieur 
Adam Fumee, Master of Requests, and 
a certain Sorbonnist Doctor, called 
Parui, who was his confessor, to in
quire into the matter. They visited all 
their parishes and temples, and neither 
found there any images, or sign of the 
ornaments belonging to the mass, or 
ceremonies of the Romish Church. Much 
less could they discover any of those 
crimes with which they were charged. 
But rather, that they kept the Sabbath 
duly; caused their children to be bap
tized, according to the primitive Church; 
taught them the articles of the Christian 
faith, and the commandments of God. 
The king, having heard the report of 
the said commissioners, said, with an 
oath, that they were better men than 
himself or his people." (J. Paul Perrin, 
History of the Waldenses, Book I, 
Chap. V). 

Thus it is evident that much knowl
edge of the "faith once delivered" ex
isted in the minds of many faithful men 
and women throughout the Middle 
Ages. They were often gathered together 
in religious bodies for purposes of wor
ship. Though sometimes scattered and 
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persecuted, they were, in actual fact. a 
Church which carried on in the spirit, 
faith and practice of Christ and His 
apostles. 

We need to consider the fact that 
the knowledge of apostolic truth and 
practice which they held was available 
to Luther and the other reformers if they 
had desired it. 

Besides these scattered groups of be
lievers which had existed-independent 
of Rome-for hundreds of years, there 
were many individual leaders within 
the Roman Church who became alarmed 
at the spiritual decay and called for 
reform before the Reformation proper. 

The Work of John Wyclif 

One of the most notable reformers 
before the Reformation was John Wy
elif, born about 1324 in Yorkshire, 
England. He is commonly called "the 
morning star of the Reformation." 

At Oxford, he rose to scholarly dis
tinction and eventually became a doctor 
of theology, holding several honorable 
positions at the university. He soon be
came a leader among those attempting 
to combat a number of glaring abuses 
of the clergy. 

WycHf attacked the mendicant friars, 
the system of monasticism, and eventu
ally opposed the authority of the pope 
in England. He also wrote against the 
doctrine of transubstantiation and advo
cated a more simple church service, 
according to the New Testament pat
tern. 

He taught that the scriptures are the 
only law of the church. Yet, he did not 
utterly reject the papacy, but only what 
he regarded as its abuse (Walker, p. 
299). 

The incompetence of the clergy led 
him to send forth preachers, his "poor 
priests," wandering twO by twO through. 
out the coumry-to labor wherever there 
was need. Their success was great be
cause there was already a good resent· 
ment of foreign papal taxation and a 
longing to return to a more Biblical 
faith. 

Wyclif Taught Obedience to the 
Ten Commandments 

Although he never fully developed 
his doctrine, and was very much en· 
meshed from birth with the Roman 
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Catholic concepts of his time, Wyclif 
clearly perceived the need to restore 
obedience to the ten commandments. 
He never employed the characteristic 
devices of the later reformers in evad
ing this apostolic doctrine. The learned 
historian, Neander, describes this frank 
approach. He states that one of Wyclif's 
first works as a reformer "was a de
tailed exposition of the Ten Command
ments, in which he contrasted the im
moral life prevalent among all ranks, 
in his time, with what these command
ments require. We should undoubtedly 
keep in mind what he tells himself, 
that he was led to do this by the igno
rance which most people betrayed of the 
decalogue; and that it was his design 
to counteract a tendency which showed 
greater concern for the opinions of men 
than the law of God. But at the same 
time we cannot fail to perceive an in
clination to adopt in whole the Old 
Testament form of the law, which shows 
itself in his applying the law of the 
Sabbath to the Christian observance of 
Sunday." (Neander, General History of 
the Christian Religion, Vol IX, Part I, 
pp. 200-201). 

It was perhaps unfortunate that Wy
clif left no follower of conspicuous 
ability to carry on his work in England. 
But his translation of the Bible into the 
English language, completed between 
1382 and 1384, rendered a great and 
lasting benefit to his contemporaries. 
"The greatest service which he did the 
English people was his translation of 
the Bible, and his open defence of their 
right to read the Scriptures in their 
own tongue" (Fisher, p. 274). 

Although his opinions were con
demned by the Roman hierarchy, at
tempts to imprison him proved inef
fectual because of his friends and 
followers, and he was allowed to retire 
to his parish at Lutterworth, where he 
died a natural death. With his death 
the political significance of the Lollard 
movement, as it was popularly called, 
came to an end. Mainly in secret, some 
of his followers remained active until 
the Reformation. 

But his writings and teachings had 
gone abroad, and, as a historian states: 
"Wyclif's chief influence was to be in 
Bohemia rather than in the land of his 
birth" (A History of the Christian 
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Prior to the Protestant Reformation the Bible was circulated mainly in Latin, 
rather than in the common languages of the people. Most people in the Middle 
Ages who were able to read understood Latin. Here is a leaf from a Latin 
Bible (Psalm 29) printed by Adolf Rusch in Strassburg, 1481, now in the 
Ambassador College Library. Though the Bible is today printed in hundreds 
of languages, the real question remains: Have the Protestants returned to 'the 
Bible and the Bible only'? 

Church, by Walker, p. 301). 

The Hussite Revival 

Wyclif's views found a more ready 

acceptance in Bohemia than they had in 
England. This was almost altogether due 
to the efforts of John Huss. 

(Please continue on pagll 23 ) 



The Autobiography of 
Herbert W. Armstrong 

This ninth installment covers Mr. Armstrong's marriage, military 
training for World War I, draft board experience, unrecognized 
call to the ministry and continued business experiences in 

I T WAS the night of May 13, 1917. I 
had fallen in love with an Iowa 
girl, teacher in a one-room country 

school. 
We had been walking down the road

side past the school, the Quaker church 
and graveyard. I had told Lorna Dillon 
I was in love with her. But she appeared 
shocked and bewildered - stammered 
that she was not sure. The thought of 
living in Chicago frightened her. Slowly 
we walked back to the cross-roads coun
try store owned by her father, over 
which the Dillon family lived. 

Since she was not sure of being in 
love, I had said regretfully but firmly: 
"In that case, Loma, I don't want to ever 
see you again, unless, or until you find 
that you, too, are in love." 

I exacted from her a promise to tele
graph me one word-"YES" or "NO"-as 
soon as she became sure of her own mind 
and heart. I walked dejectedly toward 
my aunt's farm, a mile down the road. 
There was no good-night kiss. 

The Unspoken Answer 

I had no intention of returning to the 
store at the cross-roads town called Mo
tor. But next morning my Aunt Emma 
Morrow found it necessary to do some 
shopping, and asked me if I would drive 
her in their Model T Ford. 

How my aunt maneuvered me into 
the upstairs rooms I do not remember. 
But I distinctly remember sitting on the 
bed in a bedroom, my aunt in front of 
me on a chair, and Lorna Dillon sitting 
beside me, with the box of old family 
pictures on her lap. 

What happened there is best de
scribed in a letter which I wrote to 

Lorna a year and a day later from Water
loo, Iowa, addressing her as my wife. I 
have discovered it in our box of old fam
ily pictures. You'll find it reproduced on 
the opposite page in my own hand writ-

Chicago. 

ing, dated May 15th, 1918. 
Not a word was spoken at the mo

ment. But of course Lorna and I knew 
I had received the unspoken answer. She 
was now sure. And the following morn
ing, waiting at the depot for the train 
to take me to Des Moines, we agreed we 
were engaged to be married. 

Actually, I had never proposed-that 
is, in so many words. We simply agreed 
that we were engaged. 

The Cloud of War 

But even the happiness of knowing 
we were in love and engaged to be mar
ried was clouded by the war. The United 
States hac! been c!rawn into World War 

I, declaring war on Germany April 6, 
just five weeks and four days before we 
were engaged. It had left my future 
gravely in doubt. 

Immediately after the declaration of 
war, or as soon as the call went out for 
voluntary enlistments for the Officers' 
Training Camp at Ft. Sheridan, Illinois, 
I had applied for entrance. 

The Army did not have a fraction of 
the needed number of commissioned 
officers. It was impossible for West 
Point to graduate the required number 
quickly. To meet the emergency, Officers' 
Training Camps were set up immediately 
at various locations. Intensive rush 
training had to be given to qualified 
applicants in time to provide officers to 
train draftees and volunteer soldiers in 
the large cantonments all over the coun
try as soon as they could be built. 

To qualify for admission to an Offi
cers' Training Camp, a candidate was re
quired to be a college graduate or its 
equivalent. Lacking a degree, the equiv
alent had to be testified to by three men 
of known prominence. I was very proud 
to be able to obtain a letter from Arthur 
Reynolds, President of Chicago's largest 
bank, the Continental & Commercial 

National (now the Continental-Illinois 
National), saying he had been personal
ly acquainted with me for several years 
(I knew him when he was President 
of the Des Moines National before he 
went to Chicago) and considered that 
I had acquired considerably more than 
the equivalent of a college education. 
I obtained similar letters from an official 
of Halsey-Stuart Company, prominent 
investment bankers, and from my friend 
Ralph G. Johnson, manager of the Chi
cago office of the Merchants Trade lour
nal. 

Immediately I purchased an army 
officers' military manual and began to 
study Also I enrolled in a drill class 
organized for preliminary training of 
officer candidates at one of the armories. 
But as an army officer I was certainly a 
"green-horn" as evidenced by the snap
shot of Ralph Johnson and me patriot
ically trying to salute in front of the 
Hotel Del Prado, where we both lived. 
I had not yet learned that a soldier must 
keep his heels together. 

Attempting to Be an Army Officer 

I successfully passed the physical ex
amination, and received notice that I 
had been accepted for admission, with 
orders to report at Ft. Sheridan on a 
definite date, which I do not now re
member. 

Then a few days before I was to enter 
camp, a second notice came. It advised 
me that in the last minute rush the 
Army had received six times as many 
applications as it could accept, and con
sequently first choice had been given to 
those with previous military experience, 
and secondly, to the taller men. I was 
only five feet six and a half inches
average height in those days. The notice 
expressed great appreciation by the gov
ernment for my patriotism, but regret
fully notified me that I could not now 
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be accepted. However, T was advised 
that I might apply for enlistment in 
the second session after graduation of 
the first, some three months later. 

Immediately I applied for entrance 
into the second Officers' Training Camp. 
Again I was accepted, and notified to 

report on a definite date. But again, at 
the last minute, an overflow of applica
tions by men of previous military ex
perience or taller men crowded me Out. 

I applied for admission in the Quar
termasters' Corps, feeling that if I could 
not enter the army as an officer, I could 
serve better in its business department 
than as a private. But here again the 
rush of men enlisting was toO great, and 
this department was already filled to 
capacity. 

"Well," I said in some disappoint
ment, 'Tve tried. Now I'm going to let 
them throw a rope around my neck in 
the draft and come and get me." 

Meanwhile, as related above, Lorna 
and I became engaged on May 15th. 

The Marriage Problem of Every War 

And immediately we faced the age
old problem that always has confronted 
engaged couples in time of war. Many 
of my readers also faced this same prob
lem, either in World War I, World War 
II, or the Korean war. Those of you who 
have will understand. 

I felt that our marriage should be 
postponed until after the war, as most 
men feel at such times. Lorna wanted 
to be married before I donned a uni
form-as girls in love usually do. 

Our arguments will bring back mem
ories to those of you who also fell in 
love in time of war. 

"Suppose," I argued-as perhaps mil
lions of men have argued-HI should be 
seriously wounded, and come home crip
pled for life. I wouldn't want you to be 
tied for life to a disabled man. And 
then you'd never be free to marry an
other." 

"I would never want to marry anyone 
else," she countered. "And if you should 
come home crippled or disabled, then 
more than evt:r I would want to be your 
wife to help you. But if we were not 
already married, you'd be too proud to 

marry me tht:n-you'J think I was 
marrying you out of pity, and you'd re
fuse. So I want to be your wife before 
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Photographic reproduction of Mr. Armstrong's letter to his wife on anni
versary of their engagement, describing how they became engaged. 

you go into the army." 
"Yes, but I might even be killed in 

action, and then you'd be a widow. I 
would rather leave you still single and 
free to fall in love with someone else." 

"If you should be killed," came her 
immediate answer, "then I would want 
to be your widow. And as for falling in 
luve with anyone else, you look here, 
Herbert Armstrong! Do you think you 
could fall in love with some other girl?" 

"No, of course not!" I replied, 
Around and around we went. As fast 

as I could think of another reason for 
waiting until after the war, she coun
tered with a ready answer. We simply 
could nOt agree. 

Finally, "Tell you what I'll do," I 
concluded. "I will take our problem to 
the chairman of my draft board. He is 
a college professor, Prof. J. Paul Goode 
of the University of Chicago." 
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Her wedding day. A picture of Mr. 
Armstrong's bride, Loma Dillon, 
taken in Jackson Park, Chicago, the 
morning of their wedding day. 

One of my strongest arguments 
against pre-war marriage had been the 
fact that thousands were getting married 
to escape the draft. At the outset of 
World War I, married men were not 
being drafted. Those who married to 

escape the draft became contemptuous
ly referred to as "slackers." I did not 
want to be called a "slacker." I was sure 
that Dr. Goode would advise me not 
to marry prior to war service. 

Accordingly, as soon as I returned to 

Chicago, I sought and obtained an inter
view with Dr. Goode. He listened atten
tively, asked questions, gOt all the facts. 
Then he surprised me by advising me 
to marry Miss Dillon at once. 

It is, of course, difficult to remember 
many details and dates of such events 
after forty-one years. But a letter dated 
to my mother (now ninety-two and still 
enjoying life) then in Weiser, Idaho, 
partially reproduced on the next page, 
brings much vividly to memory. 

This letter was written Friday night, 
July 20th. The first drawings of draft 
numbers, to determine by lot which Illell 

would be called to camp first, had taken 
place in Washington, D.C. that morn-
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ing. My registration number was 1858. 
It was one of the earliest numbers drawn. 
I wrote that I figured I would be among 
the first 80,000 men drafted in the en
tire country. And since an army of some 
four million was actually put into serv
ice, it was apparent that I would be 
called to training camp on the very first 
group. 

It appeared, however, that due to 
delays in building and equipping the 
training camps the first contingent 
would not be sent to camp before Oc
tober 1st. 

I had been out to Motor, Iowa, visit
ing Lama on this trip and now was on 
my way back to Chicago. However, on 
getting this news of my early draft, I 
stated in this letter: "This is Friday 
night, so 1 am going back to Motor 
early in the morning, to spend Saturday 
and Sunday with Loma. It's getting hard
er to remam away from her, someway, 
and I can't return to Chicago now with
out another visit. Loma still wants to 
be married before I go (into service). 
I have put up every possible objection to 
it I could think of, and they are numer
ous, but she brushes them all a~ide, ~ay~ 
she has considered them all and still 
wants to (be married first)." 

We Set the Date 

Next morning Lorna and her father 
met me at the depot with their Ford 
car. I had given her, by long distance 
telephone, the news of the draft. For the 
first time she was not beautiful. She was 
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sobbing. Leaning her head on my 
shoulder, her tears dripping down my 
chest, she sobbed that she wanted to 
be married before I went to camp. 

What man is strong enough to resist 
a woman's tears? 

My Aunt Emma had been on her side. 
Professor Goode had been on her side. 
And her tears were on her side. I was 
unanimously outvoted-for this swung 
even me over on her side-and I ac
quiesced, as I suppose men have done 
in such circumstances ever since Adam 
and Eve. 

We decided to be married as soon as 
possible. She needed a week to make 
all preparations to come to Chicago. I 
needed a week to lOcate a place for us 
to live. It was now July 21st. My twenty
fifth birthday was the 31st. We decided 
she was to be the finest birthday present 
of my life. 

Sunday night I caught the sleeper in 
Des Moines for Chicago. Lama spent a 
busy week sewing and preparing. The 
minister's wife gave a shower for her, 
attended by nearly everyone in the 
neighborhood. Mrs. Gertie Shoemaker, 
mother of one of her first grade little 
girls, Irene, worked steadily with Loma, 
sewing, all that week. She is still one of 
Mrs. Armstrong's best friends, whom 
she visits whenever she is in Iowa-and 
that little first-grade daughter of Mrs. 
Shoemaker is today herself the mother 
of a fifteen-year-old daughter, Mary Kay. 

Meanwhile, in Chicago, I had suc
ceeded in renting a nicely furnished 

Spring of 1917. War had been declared. Mr. Armstrong and Ralph Johnson 
amateurishly salute before entrance of Hotel Del Prado. They were expecting 
soon to be drafted. 
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apartment for six weeks from a family 
going away on vacation. It was located 
on the North side on Wilson Avenue, 
between the Evanston "L" line and the 
lake. 

The Wedding Day 

On Monday, July 30th, Lorna, ac
companied by her father and step
mother (her own mother hacl cliecl when 
she was twelve), did her final shopping 
in Des Moines, and boarded the night 
sleeper for Chicago. We had arranged 
for her to leave the train at suburban 
Englewood station, and I was to meet 
her there. 

She will never let me forget that I 
was ten Or fifteen minutes late in arriv
ing. Never having been in so large a 
city before, she was frightened. She 
telephoned my office, but I was on an 
"L" train enroute to meet her. One of 
the faults I have had to battle to over
come most of my life is being a little 
late. I have jokingly said that when I 
die they could put on the tombstOne 
"The Late Mr. Armstrong"-provided 
they would add: "But he always arrived!" 
But joking aside, if I have arrived late 
a good many times, I hope my readers 
will follow my advice rather than my 
example, and cultivate the habit of 
punctuality. GOD is always precisely on 
time-never late! Follow HIS example! 

I was imbued with the advertising 
man's Rare for first impressions. In those 
days I felt very proud of Chicago. I 
always enjoyed showing visitors the 
BIGGEST or the LARGEST of every thing
the largest stockyards in the world, the 
largest store, the largest theatre (until 
New York built bigger). I wanted my 
bride's first glimpse of Chicago's "Loop" 
to be the impressive Grant Park view, 
overlooking Michigan Boulevard. So I 
took her on an "L" train over to the 
Illinois Central commuter train in Jack
son Park, thence to the "I.C" commuter 
station in downtown Grant Park. 

We walked rhtu Chicago's "Loop," 
up to my office, where by this time I 
was sharing a private office with another 
tenant; then a block nunh un Clark 
Street to the County Building and the 
Marriage License Bureau, where we ob
tained our marriage license. 

We had lunch at the then most fa
mous Chinese restaurant in Chicago, 
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King Joy Lo's. We went back out to 

Jackson Park on the South Side, took 
some camera pictures, then to the Hotel 
Del Prado where I had lived for nearly 
twO years. I asked Miss Lucy Cunning
ham, the 70-year-old most popular "girl" 
in residence at the Del Prado, to ac
company us as a witness to the marriage 
ceremony. She took Loma to her room 
for a little relaxing rest and freshening 
up. Then we three walked a short dis
tance to the residence of Dr. Gilkey, 
pastOr of the Hyde Park Baptist Church. 
I much admired his preaching. 

I had made arrangements before
hand for the wedding at the home of 
Dr. Gilkey. He had been unexpectedly 
called out of the city. But his father-in
law, a Dr. Brown, pastor of the Oak 
Park Baptist Church, was Oil haud to 

perform the ceremony. Dr. Brown was 
a very handsome and ,~i$t.inguished 
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appearing elderly man. Mrs. Gilkey was 
the second witness. 

And so, in what I have always felt 
was the nicest simple little wedding 
ceremony I have ever seen, with only 
the five people present, we were mar
ried for the remainder of our natural 
lives, and I placed the wedding ring 
on her finger and kissed my own darl;ng 
wife. 

I myself have since officiated at so 
many weddings I have long since lost 
count of the number-some of them 
somewhat more elaborate, with many 
guests-some as plain and simple as 
our own. But somehow I have always 
felt there is no nicer wedding than a 
plain, simple ceremony without osten
tation of formal dress, with only the 
minister and tWO witnesses present. I 
think it is usually the brides' mothers 
who engineer the lavish weddings. 
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In any event, we were not married, 
as so many deluded people are today, 
"till divorce do us part;" but "till DEATH 

do us part"-and I sincerely hope God 
will grant that that may not happen 
until Christ comes to call us to meet 
Him in the air! 

The Draft Classification 

Our first home together seemed to us 
to be a very lovely apartment. Of course 
we were to have it only about six weeks, 
but it was nice while it lasted. It had 
to substitute for a honeymoon. The 
beach was only about twO blocks down 
Wilson Avenne. We spent many hours 
there. 

Upon return of the people from 
whom we rented the apartment, we 
stayed On in the bedroom we had occu
pied a few days. A friend of theirs, a 
desk clerk at Hotel Sherman, was look
ing for temporary tenants on a simi
lar basis. His wife and child were to be 
gone a month. He kept one room for 
himself, and rented the rest of the apart
ment to us for the month. Then we 
moved to a single bedroom of an apart
ment occupied by a Mrs. Brookhart in 
the same general North Side neighbor
hood, where we had dining room and 
kitchen privileges at times when Mrs. 
Brookhart was not using them. By this 
time we knew that we were to become 
parents. 

It was about this time, probably late 
September, that the draft boards had 
their questionnaires ready for filling out. 
There was a question as to marriage 
status, whether there were children or 
a pregnancy; and also a question re
garding religious affiliation. I wrote 
down "Quaker," but realizing the 
Quakers were being granted exemption 
as conscientious objectors, I wrote in the 
words: "I do not ask for exemption be
cause of Church affiliation." 

I was still expecting to go to army 
camp as sOOn as the camps were ready. 
But no call came, and a few weeks later 
I received my draft classification card. 
Dr. Goode had personally marked it 
"Class IV, Noncombatant," probably be
cause he remembered I had gotten mar
ried on his personal advice, with no 
intention of evading the draft. Actually, 
I think now that I was being providen
tially protected from military service 
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for the work to which I was later to be 
called. 

During these days, and the years to 
follow, Mrs. Armstrong also was being 
trained, in ways we did not then realize, 
for her part in the Great Commission 
to come later. I have mentioned that I 
sold advertising space by first writing 
the copy and selling that. Always these 
ads were carefully gone over with my 
wife before submitting them to pro
spective advertisers. The surveys made 
were discussed and planned with her 
active participation. From the time of 
marriage, we have always been partners 
in my work. We have worked as a team. 
When the call came for the ministry, 
we were called together as a team. Today 
Mrs. Armstrong carries very responsible 
duties perhaps unrealized by radio 
listeners. 

I remember her saying, not many days 
after we were married: "They say a 
wife either makes or breaks her husband. 
Well, watch me make mine!" But do 
not receive the impression that she 
"wears the pants" in our family. She 
is a woman of purpose, of ideas, vision, 
resourcefulness and great initiative. But 
the responsibility of being head of the 
family has been mine, and I have not 
been too timid to assume it. God made 
woman to be her husband's HELPER, 

and that is precisely what the wife God 
provided for me has always been. 

An Emergency Call 

About one o'clock one afternoon a 
telephone call came from my wife. It 
was a desperate emergency call. She 
was sobbing so that she could hardly 
talk. "Something terrible has happened," 
she said between sobs. "Hurry! Come 
home quick!" 

"What's happened?" I asked. 
She couldn't tell me, over the tele

phone. 
"JUSt hurry home-quickl Oh, it's 

terrible! HURRY!" 

I ran full speed to the elevator, and 
out to the street below, where I hailed 
a cab. No time to take the "L" train. 
I asked the cab driver to rush full speed 
to our address. 

Dashing up the stairs two steps at a 
rime, I ran iuto our room and took my 
sobbing wife in my arms. 

"What on earth is it?" I demanded. 
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Then she told me, still sobbing, She 
had lost faith in two women! 

"Those women told dirty stories!" 
she stammered. 

She had been introduced to an elderly 
woman by the people of the second 
apartment we had occupied after mar
riage. She had seemed such a kindly, 
nice old lady. My wife had gone to visit 
with her several times. 

On this particular day, this lady was 
entertaining my wife and one other 
woman at luncheon. These two women 
began to tell dirty stories and laugh at 
them. Mrs. Armstrong was shocked. She 
had never heard that kind of language 
come from the mouth of a woman be
fore. She was horrified! Manners or no 
manners, she suddenly excused herself, 
and ran from the woman's apartment, 
She continued running all the way to 
our room and immediately called me. 

I looked at my innocent, naive, trust
ing little wife incredulously! 

"Is that all! " I exploded, almost 
speechless. "Look here, Lorna! Do you 
mean to tell me you called me away 
from an important business conference, 
and caused me to waste cab fare all the 
way out here, for nothing more serious 
than that?" 

My sweet, trusting little wife was so 
broken up at having to lose faith in 
people that I found it necessary to 
remain with her the rest of the day. We 
took a long walk out Sheridan Road, 
and probably then went to a movie to 
get her mind off of it. 

The disillusionment she experienced 
in Chicago caused her a great deal of 
suffering. She learned that many if not 
most people in a great metropolitan city 
become hard, suspicious, selfish, more 
mechanical than human. 

It is difficult for many people to 
learn the lesson of God's teaching: 
"Put NOT your trUSt in princes, nor 
in the son of MAN" (Ps. 146: 3 ). "Thus 
saith the Eternal; cursed be the man 
that trusteth in man" (Jet. 17:5). We 
are commanded to have patience, char
ity, LOVE toward man, but to put our 
FAITH in GOD. Then we shall not be 
disappointed. 

The Unrecognized Call 

The first call to God's ministry came 
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How You Can Be Imbued 
with the POWER of God! 

The Church in apostolic days was FILLED WITH POWER! Today, 
Christians are spiritually lifeless. Why? What has happened 
that we seem to be cut off from the source of that power? 

N EWS FLASHES constantly bom
bard us with reports of un
dreamed-of, new powers un

leashed by science. Never has the world 
had in its grasp more stupendous pow
ers than it has today. 

Nations are stock-piling horrifying 
weapons of unbelievable power in a 
mad race for survival. Manufacturers 
are building machines with ever-in
cteasing power output to satisfy the 
power-hungry buying public. Health 
food addicts are peddling new, power
ful potions guaranteed to rejuvenate the 
impotent and the aged. Even the 
churches are selling people on new 
ways to tap "hidden powers" lying dor
mant within them. 

Yet people today are more spirit
ually empty, lifeless and LACKING IN 
POWER than ever before! The churches 
are insipid, inane, destitute of real 
spiritual zeal! 

Why? 
What has gone wrong? Are we miss

ing the real source of POWER that im
bued the original Church in apostolic 
days? 

The SOURCE of that Power 

There is a reason why people are 
spiritually empey, dissadsfied, frustrated. 
People have been seeking the wrong 
source of power! The churches are look
ing to material substitutes, to psycho
logical panaceas. But they are not look
ing to the REAL SOURCE OF POWER 
which filled the apostles and the whole 
Church in apostolic days! 

Notice the source of that power: 
"May the God of your hope so FILL 

you with all joy and peace in your 
faith, that you may be overflowing with 
hope, by the POWER OF '{HE HOLY 
SPIRIT!" (Romans 15: 13, Moffatt 
trans.) 

by Herman L. Hoeh 

Notice it! "Filled!" Filled with what? 
-"with all joy and peace!" Dy what 
power? "BY THE POWER OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT!" 

The inspired, original New Testa
ment Church was filled with the power 
of the Holy Spirit. We don't see that 
today. Instead, we see either insipid 
pseudo-spirituality or uncontrolled hu
man emotionalism masquerading as the 
power of God. 

Consider what mighey spiritual power 
overflowed the Church in apostolic 
days: "And when they"-the inspired 
Church-"had prayed, the place was 
shaken where they were assembled to· 
gether; and they were at! filled with 
the Holy Spffit, and they spake the 
Word of God with boldness" (Acts 
4: 31). 

Inspired preaching-not soft, purring 
sermons--<:ame from the apostles! 
Where do you see that kind of power 
in today's churches? This was not some 
kind of uncontrolled, pseudo-~piritual, 

humanly generated, emotional ecstasy 
often witnessed in evangelistic cam· 
paigns. This was the real power of 
God-not a counterfeit, uncontrolled 
emotionalism. 

W orId in Utter Confusion 

But why are inspired, powerful, 
spiritual-minded sermons not generally 
heard today? Have the t:hurt:hes LOST 
CONTACT with the Holy Spirit of God? 
How many professing Christians really 
know what the Holy Spirit is-why they 
need it-and how they can receive it? 
And how many really know when they 
have received the Holy Spirit? 

Admittedly five out of six ministers 
profess that God acts upon or operates in 
human lives through the Holy Spirit. 
But how many of them really believe it? 

Why do almost none of the churches 

and ministers agree about what the Holy 
Spirit 1s?-or about why we mUld the 
Holy Spirit? 

Isn't it about time we understood the 
truth about this most vital subject? 

Preaching About a Counterfeit Spirit 

Most people are totally unaware of 
Paul's WARNING that there would be 
MANY false churches preaching different 
doctrines about the Holy Spirit--JQcQil'
ing the many into accepting a different 
spirit from the one, true Holy Spirit re
vealed in Scripture. 

Notice: "But I fearn-Paul was sor· 
rowed, he knew what was coming in Our 

day-"lest somehow, as the serpent be· 
guiled Eve in his craftiness, YOUR 
THOUGHTS should be CORRUPTED from 
the simplicity and the purity that is to
ward the Christ"--Christ's doctrine is 
simple, when we understand it-it is not 
a theological mystery! 

Continuing with II Cor. 11: 3-4: "For 
if he who cometh" -any false minister 
coming in the name of Christ, "preacheth 
ANOTHER Jesus"-the world is filled 
with the preaching of a DIFFERENT 
Jesus who was born, who died and rose 
at a DIFFERENT time than the true 
Messiah, a different Jesus who rejected 
the Father's immutable laws-awhom 
we did not preachn-says Paul-"or ye 
receive a DIFFERENT SPIRIT, which 
ye did not receive" -from the preach
ing of the aposdes-"ye bear well with 
him," or accept him. 

That is what has happened today! 
Paul warned about receiving a "DIF
FERENT SPIRIT" and "a DIFFERENT 
GOSPEL." 

THIS PROPHETIC WARNING FROM 
PAUL HAS ALREADY BEEN FULFILLED! 
The world has accepted a DIFFERENT 
spirit-the spirit of error, not the spirit 
of truth. 
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Professing Christianity is split asun

der by hundreds of different denomina
tions preaching different doctrines from 
those of the inspired Apostles of Jesus 
Christ. 

This apostasy from the truth-this 
rejection of the Holy Spirit of God
began in apostolic days! By the time 
Paul wrote this second letter to the 
Corinthians, false ministers had already 
arisen. The people listened and were 
entertained by soft and soothing preach
ing and the vast majority of professing 
Christians have been doing the same 
ever since that day. Little wonder that 
the world is lacking in spiritual power 
today. 

TRUTH has been buried under a rub
bish heap of superstition and ignorance. 
It is time we faced facts squarely and 
looked into the Bible to see what God 
reveals about HIS Holy Spirit. 

HOW to Receive the Holy Spirit 

There is only ONE Holy Spirit-only 
one source of divine spiritual power. 
Without it we will never gain eternal 
life! 

How do we receive it? 
Open your Bible to Luke 11: 13. Here 

are Jesus' own words: "If ye therefore, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more shall 
the Father who is in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" 

Observe that the Holy Spirit is a 
GIFT. It is called a gift in Acts 10: 45 
and 11: 17. Then the Holy Spirit is not 
something we were born with, nor is it 
anything we earn. It is the source of 
spiritual power we need, but which we 
receive as a GIFT upon asking God for it. 

But how do we know that God 
hears us when we ask Him in prayer? 
Here is the answer: "Whatever we ask 
we receive of him, be<.:ause we keep His 
commandments and DO the things pleas
ing in His sight. And this is His com
mandment, that we should believe on 
the name of the Son Jesus Christ, and 
LOVE one another, even as He gave us 
commandmenf· (I John 3:22-23). 

Notice that we must not only repent 
and believe in Jesus Christ, but we 
must also obey the Father-that is what 
LOVE IS. "This is the LOVE of God, 
that we keep His commandments" ( I 

The PLAIN TRUTH 

John 'i: 3). If we perform these condi
tions by surrendering our wills uncon
ditionally to God, He will answer us. 
We can then receive His Holy Spirit. 
Observe how this is again explained in 
Acts 2:38: 

"And Peter said unto them: REPENT 
and be baptized each of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto remission of 
your sins; and ye shall receive the GIFT 
of the Holy Spirit." 

That is how! You begin by REPENT
ING-by turning away from your past 
sins through the blood of Christ, by 
being baptized (immersed). You are 
then unconditionally promised the Holy 
Spirit. God has bound Himself to per
form His part if you first perform yours. 
You can ask God thereafter to direct you 
through His Holy Spirit to lead a new 
life in conformity with His revealed 
Word, the Bible. 

To continue. In Acts 5: 32 you read: 
"And we "-the apostles are speaking
"are witnesses of these sayings; also the 
Holy Spirit, which God hath given to 
them that OBEY Him." 

Notice the stress placed upon OBE
DIENCE, upon submission of your carnal 
mind to the Will of God-to the Law 
of Gou. Jesus said, "NOl my will, but 
Thine be done" (Luke 22: 42). God 
expects a submissive, obedient attitude 
before we receive the Holy Spirit. How 
plain it is that the Holy Spirit is the 
spirit of total submission and obedience 
to the Father. This is the way to a full, 
abundant, power-filled life! 

How to Lead a Fruitful Life 

How many of you feel empty and 
frustrated?-feel spiritually lifeless? 

Here's how to lead a rejuvenated, 
fruitful life-how to be imbued with 
power! 

Notice the fruit of the Spirit: "The 
fruit of the Spirit is LOVE, joy, peace, 
long suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faith, gentleness, SELF-CONTROL; againsl 
such there is no law" (Gal. 5: 22). It 
is by the fruits of the Spirit that you 
know you have received the Holy Spirit 
of God. "By their fruits shall ye know," 
said Jesus (Mat. 7: 20). 

The first fruit is LOVE. Love is the 
greatest spiritual power on earth. "The 
love of God hath been shed abroad in 
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our hearts through the Holy Spirit giv. 
en us," says Paul in Romans 5: 5. What 
is the love of God? 

"LOVE is fulfillment of law" is Paul's 
answer in Romans 13: 10. Love is a 
godly, spiritual force, imparted by the 
Holy Spirit, that channels the human 
will into obedience-obedience to God's 
law. If you love God, you will-by the 
power of God, not by your human 
strength-be keeping all His command· 
ments-all ten of them. 

No ooe who continues to break God's 
law of love has received the Spirit of 
God or has the POWER of God working 
in him! That mean~ that millions of de
ceived, but sincere professing Chris
tians who have not surrendered their 
wills to God and who do not keep all 
the ten commandments have never re
ceived the Spirit of God-they are still 
UNCONVERTED--and they never will be 
converted until they yield to God's 
spiritual law of LOVE. 

The other fruits of the Spirit, men~ 
doned by Paul in Galatians 5:22 am· 
plify the attitude of love. Obedience to 
God is not harsh and cruel and unyield. 
ing-it is a joy, it is peaceable and gen· 
tle, it expresses itself in SELF-CONTROL. 
SELF-CONTROL is the key 10 real spirit
ual power. Most people cannot be filled 
with spiritual power because they have 
not been willing to exercise self-control. 
Uncontrolled power is worse than no 
power at all. 

I know that this is hard to believe. 
You have probably been taught that 
you cannot receive the Holy Spirit until 
you work up your emotions-until you 
REJECT God's law. That deceptive teach
ing results from hearing a perverted 
gospel-a different gospel than Jesus 
preached. That is the way of Cain who 
hated his brother Abel. God's law of 
love has been His message from the 
beginning (I John 3: 11-12). But men 
have refused it! 

WHY We Need the Holy Spirit 

Man was born without the vital spark 
that will enable him to live forever. Man 
is mortal. Man is subject to death. 

Notice: "But if any hath not Christ's 
Spirit he is none of His. And if Christ 
i.r in you"-living the same life in us 
now by the Holy Spirit, as He lived by 
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the Holy Spirit while He was personal
lyon earth-"your body is indeed dead 
because of sin; but the Spirit is LIFE 

because of righteousness. But if the 
Spirit of Him"-the Father-"that 
raised Jesus from the dead dwelleth in 
you, He who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead shall make alive your MORTAL 

bodies through His Spirit that dwelleth 
in you" (Romans 8: 10-11 ) . 

How plain. The Holy Spirit imparts 
the power to commence eternal life. We 
inherited mortal life through Adam. We 
became heirs of eternal life-heirs of 
God-by being begotten through the 
Holy Spirit, which is the LIFE of God. 
"And the witness is this, that God gave 
us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son"-not in an immortal soul. "Who 
hath the Son hath the life; who hath 
not the Son of God hath not the life. 
These things have I written you," says 
John, "that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life" (I John 5: 11-12). 

Eternal life with unending spiritual 
power is a gift of God. It is an attribute 
of the Holy Spirit. "For the wages of 
sin is death; but the free gift of God 
is eternal life"-if we already had it, 
it would not be a gift; it would be 
inherited- (Romans 6: 23 ) . 

But the Holy Spirit does more than 
impart to us the possibility of eternal 
life. It imparts to us the characteristics 
of the Almighty, the All-powerful God 
the Father. 

That portion of cht: Holy Spirit, 
which a person may receive if he asks 
God for it in conformity to His will, 
may be cumpared to the germ or sperm 
of physical life. It transmits God's men
tal powers and spiritual attributes to us. 

The Germ of Eternal Life 

First, notice that the Holy Spirit
the germ by which we are begotten
comes from the Father. God has mas
culine characteristics. That is why we 
call Him "Father." We are called the 
"begotten children of God" (I John 
3: 1 ). God, then, has the power to 
beget us as His children. He begets us 
"by His Spirit." Each portion of the 
Spirit by which we are begotten is 
termed in the Bible a germ or "seed." 
Peter tells us we are "begotten again, 
not of corruptible SEED, but of incor-
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ruptible, through God's word, which 
liveth and abideth" (I Peter 1 : 2 3 ) . 
Jesus completes this by saying we must 
finally be born again-at the resurrection 
-when we shall be spirit. Now we are 
only flesh with the spiritual germ of 
eTernal life impowering us. 

Second, notice that an attribute of 
God's Spirit is perfect character. The 
Holy Spirit, the germ of eternal life, 

transmits that possibility into us. It is 
the Spirit of obedience-of perfection. 

Every begotten child of God must 35k 

God for the power to resist sin. We 
must let Christ live His life in us 
through the Holy Spirit. If Christ abides 
in us, through the Holy Spirit, we have 
the power which enables us to resist 
practicing sin. Notice what Paul wrote: 
" ... for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do 1. If then I do 
that which I would not, I consent unto 
the law that it is GOOD .... For I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth 
no good thing: for to wilJ is present 
with me; but how to perform that which 
is good I find not" (Romans 7: 15 -17) . 

Notice how weak and powerkrs to 

resist sin Paul really was. He needed 
divine help-the same power that was 
in Jesus Christ which enabled Him to 

resist sin. That power comes from the 
Holy Spirit of God! 

The MIND of God 

Conversion starts with repentance. 
Conversion means change. Repentance 
means a change, from the wrong to the 
right. It is a change of mind. But that 
challgt: is !lot enough. We must receive 
the Spirit of God in order for that 
change to be permanent. Our minds 
need to be devrduped to bewIllt: like 
God's mind. "Have this mind in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 
2: 5). We must have the mind or ae
titude of Jesus Christ. Such an attitude 
comes only by the addition of spirit
the Holy Spirit-to the natural or soul
ish mind with which we were born. 
Here is why: 

'The mind of the flesh"-with which 
you were born-"is death"-it pro
duces death, it cannot think clearly; 
"but the mind of the Spirit is life and 
peace"-a human mind united with 
and controlled by spirit from God pro-
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duces eternal life and peace. But "the 
mind of the flesh is enmity unto God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can it be" (Rom. 8: 6-7) . 
To put it plainly, we are not fully sound 
until we obtain God's mind. Until we 
receive it, we are on a mental plane 
but little better than brute animals who 
go by instinct. Few grasp how GREAT 
and all-powerful God is-and how 
GREAT his kindness is in making it 
possible for us to have His Mind! 

Now that we understand that the 

Holy Spirit imparts eternal life and 
spiritual characteristics of God, we can 
better understand the NATURE and at
tributes of the Spirit. 

What It Means to Be BORN of God 

Only when one is born of God by 
a resurrection does a person become 
perfect (I John 3:9-10). Christ is the 
only human being thus far born of God. 
He is perfect. If He, so to speak, lives 
His life in us by means of the Holy 
Spirit-that is the same as saying we 
are to live by every WORD of God, for 
Christ is the WORD personified-Christ 

is the Bible in action-we have at hand 
the power of SELF-CONTROL-if we 
yield to His Spirit. We have the power 
to grow toward a perfect character like 
God! 

Of course! If we are God's children, 
we are to grow up to become LIKE Him. 
That is true of all nature. It is equally 
true of Spirit as it is of matter. 

Notice: "For His invisible attributes 
since the world's creation are clearly 
seen, being perceived through the 
things made, both His everlasting pow
er and divinity" (Rom. 1: 20). The 
physical neatiun rt:veals the divine at
tribute of God to reproduce us in His 
image. Nature reproduces-therefore 
it reveals that God does. And if He is 

our Father, if we are begotten of His 
Seed, the Holy Spirit, we shall become 
like Him. That is what the world does 
NOT know.' 

The Family of God 

Since there is a Heavenly Father, 
and we are His begotten children, then 
God must be a l'AMILY! And the 
Church of God must be composed of 
the begotten Family of God. It is the 
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Holy Spirit that unites the Church. 
Notice the family relationship in 

Galatians 4: 6-7: "God sent forth the 
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, cry
ing, 'Abba;" meaning "Father." It is the 
same Spirit by which we are placed or 
immersed into the Church. "For in one 
Spirit also were we all baptized into 
one body"-the Church (I Cor. 12:13). 

In Hebrews 12: 9, the Almighty is 
called "the Father of spirits." We 
are ultimately, at the resurrection, to 
be composed of spirit-members of the 
Divine Family (John 3: 6) . 

In the resurrection the mortal bodies 
we now have will "be raised spiritual 
bodies" (I Cor. 15: 42) imbued with 
the power of God. 

Notice how often in Scripture we are 
declared to be heirs of the DIVINE NA
TURE-of immortal, incorruptible, per
fect, all-powerful SPIRIT possessing the 
very MIND of God. Weare to be full 
partakers of the "divine nature" ( II 
Peter 1: 4). But we may also receive a 
part of that power in this life-NOW! 
The apostolic church had that power
so can we! 

We Are Like an Egg 

Whenever we become members of 
God's begotten Family, we receive a 
portion-a seed or germ-of the Father's 
Holy Spirit. "On the nations also was 
poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit" 
(Acts 10:45). This gift the apostle 
John called a seed. These divine life
giving seeds are poured out from the 
Father in heaven and, like physical life
giving germs or sperms, unite with 
our minds. Each human mind is like 
the nucleus of an egg to which the 
Holy Spirit or seed unites. 

Just as the egg in a mother's womb 
must be nourished with life-giving food 
through the placenta, so we must be 
nourished by the WORD of God. 

"The words that I have spoken," said 
Jesus, "ARE SPIRIT AND ARE LIFE" 

(John 6:63). Those words are the 
Bible. That is why man must live by 
every word o[ God. 

JUSt as the physical life-giving nutri
ments circulate in the mother's uterus, 
so must the life uf God circulate through 
our minds. We drink in the life-giving 
words of God from the Bible through 
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reading and studying and meditating. 
Then, just as the physical poisons are 
carried through the umbilicus by the 
bloodstream away from a foetus in the 
womb, so must we allow our sins to 
pass from us by asking forgiveness 
through prayer to God, the shed blood 
of Christ figuratively bearing our sins 
away. But this is not all! 

Not only must the words of God 
flow into our minds through Bible 
study, but SPIRIT must flow into our 
minds. 

Notice that each converted Christian 
receives a seed--composed of spirit, 
not matter-which unites with each 
separate repentant human mind. That 
is what begets us. But that spiritual 
germ must spiritually grow like the 
foetus in a mother's womb. Let "Christ 
be formed in you," said Paul in Gal. 
4: 19. And, "we must grow 1Jp in every
thing"-in spiritual-minded ness (Eph. 
4: 15). 

How is that seed, now united with 
our minds, going to grow? 

By the addition of more Spirit
by the "supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ" (Phil. 1: 19) . 

Added to the germ which proceeds 
from the Father there must be a con
tinual supply of Spirit sent from Jesus 
Christ so that our minds grow spirit1Jal
ly-till our minds become more and 
more spiritual and less and less carnal
till we grow to mature spiritual minds. 
Spiritual growth comes through PRAYER 
-earnest, heart-rending prayer! Most 
people don't grow spiritually because 
they do not pray in earnest! 

Just as a foetus in a mother's womb 
must have physical substance added to 
the original ovum (egg) and sperm if 
that new physical life is to develop, so 
we must be FILLED WITH SPIRITUAL 
NOURISHMIlNT-"filled with the Spirit" 
so that our minds grow spiritually. 

The Holy Spirit from Christ may be 
compared to a current of electricity 
flowing through a light bulb. Weare 
that bulb. But there could be no light 
without a filament inside of the bulb. 
That filament is comparable to the spirit
lIal seed from the Father. As we receive 
more of God's Spirit, we emit mOTe 

power-more light! Our light literally 
fills the room! 
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The expression "filled with the spirit" 
(Eph. 5: 18) does not mean to be filled 
with emotional manifestations (which 
come from the flesh and not from 
Spirit). It means that we are imbued 
with Spirit from heaven administered 
through Jesus Christ in His office as 
High Priest. 

Notice how Paul explains this in 
Romans 8:8-9: "But ye are not in the 
flesh"-we are not motivated by fleshly 
passions-"but in the Spirit"-moti
vated and guided by Spirit-"if so be 
that GOD'S Spirit dwelleth in you." 
That is the Holy Spirit in the form 
of a seed from the Father transmitting 
His characteristics. But notice what 
Paul adds: "But if any hath not CHRIST'S 
Spirit he is none of His." That is the 
Holy Spirit proceeding from Jesus 
Christ, filling our minds so that we can 
grow spiritually. THIS DIFFERENCE IN 

MANIFESTATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
MOST PEOPLE HAVE NEVER UNDER
STOOD. 

NEVER Begotten Before Pentecost, 
31 A.D. 

Only since Pentecost, in 31 A.D., 
when the Holy Spirit promised from 
the Father was sent (Acts 2), has any
one (except Christ) been begotten of 
the Father. No one (except Christ) 
was hegotten of the Father from the 
days of Adam to 31 A.D. Being be
gotten of the Father so that spirit is 
united with our minds is something 
entirely new. It is "a new and living 
way" made possible by Christ's sacri
fice (Heb. 10:19, 20). 

In the Old Testament no one prayed 
to the Father. But we pray to the 
Father. No one addressed God as 
Father in Old Testament times. Christ 
came to declare Who the Father is
to declare that we may be begotten of 
Him: "God no one hath ever seen; 
an only begotten"-Christ-"himself 
God, who is [ascended] unto the bosom 
of the Father, He hath declared Him" 
(John 1: 18, Panin trans.). 

Then what about the prophets and 
patriarchs of old? Did they have the 
same power as we can have today? 
Did they have the same power as the 
apostles? 

What Spirit was in the faithful in 
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Old Testament times? "The Spirit of 
Christ" (I Peter 1: 11 ). Christ, one of 
the members of the God-Kingdom, was 
the One who administered the Spirit 
to Moses, to Abel and to all the faithful 
of old. He sent the Holy Spirit to guide 
them, to give them faith and POWER. 
But Spirit could not unite with their 
minds because they were not begotten 
with spiritual seed from the Father. 
"And these all, witnessed through their 
faith, received not the promise, God 
having foreseen something better con 
cerning us, that apart from us they be 
not made perfect" (Heb. 11: 39·40) . 

We have "the earnest of the Spirit 
of promise" (Eph. 1: 13). WI? have a 
minute portion of Spirit united with 
our minds-just a token of the Spirit 
and power with which we will be im· 
bued at the resurrection. 

God expects more of us today because 
we have Spirit-begotten minds. Under 
the Old Testament, polygamy was per· 
mitted, for example, because the patri· 
archs often lacked the spiritual power 
of self-control possible only to begotten 
children of God. 

Today, we have God's life and POWER 
as a very part of our being, enabling us 
to overcome and master our human 

nature! 

The NATURE of Spirit 

Spiritual qualities and entities seem 
so unreal to most people. And no won
der. Spiritual things are invisible, not 
discerned by the senses until revealed 
IN WRITING in the Bible! 

When we speak of the Holy Spirit, 
many cannot grasp its nature. Yet the 
Bible makes clear the nature of spirit. 

Notice, "God is spirit" (John 4; 24) . 

The God-family is composed of spirit. 
The Father and the Son, who are already 
composed of spirit, have definite shape. 
From one end of the Bible to the other 
we are told about the shape and the 
parts of each member in the God-fam
ily. The Father and the Son each have 
a head, hair, eyes, nose, mouth, arms, 
fingers, a torso, legs, feet, plus inward 
parts. Man is in the image of God. Man 
is matter, but God is spirit. 

The Holy Spirit, like matter, exists in 
various states. It not only composes the 
members of the God Family, it also 
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flows through our minds, and empow
ers us to do good works. 

Also a Creative Spirit 

Even though the Father and the Son 
are in definite locations with respect to 

each other, spirit proceeds from them 
and fills the entire universe much like 
air fills everything on earth! Note 
David's words that God's Spirit per
meates everything (Psalms l39:7-11). 
Spirit is God's life. Air contains the 
physical life. giving oxygen of man. 
Notice how similar the comparison is. 

The divine Spirit that fills the entire 
universe is the channel by which the 
Father and the Son create. The Spirit 
of God transformed the creative energy 
of Father and Son into the physical 
world we see around us. Man has no 
such attribute or power born into him. 
But man may form tools which trans· 
form man's physical energy into visible 
objects, into light, heat, and numerous 
other physical manifestations. 

Man is put here on earth to learn to 
develop tools for limited creative work 
-to train himself for the ETERNAL 
GOAL-becoming part of the God-fam
ily, which means sharing control of the 
creative Spirit of God. 

That is what it means to become 
converted, to be imbued with God's 
power by receiving the Holy Spirit. 
Certainly all the difficulties of life are 
worth it-when you compare the tre
mendous reward of responsibility that 
awaits us! 

God a Trinity? 

How plain that God is a Family-a 
Kingdom, not a limited trinity. The doc
trine of the trinity was foisted upon 
the world beginning with the council 
of Nicaea. It is merely a continuation 
of the pagan Babylonish trinity of 
Nimrod, Semiramis and Tammuz-of 
father, mother and child-except that 
in this instance the apostate churches 
substituted the Holy Spirit for the 
mother ( Semiramis) and called it a 
"person." 

I John 5: 7: "For there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit: and these 
three are one"-this verse is NOT IN
SPIRED--it was not written by the 
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apostle John! It is not found in any of 
the old manuscripts of the inspired 
Greek, and was not found in the manu
scripts of the Latin Vulgate until the 
eighth century after Christ. You can 
find this proved in any of the Com
mentaries. 

This verse is a deliberate hoax, foisted 
upon a deceived world by an uninspired 
writer centuries after the inspired John 
wrote the book. This verse is left out 
in ALL translations today. 

Matthew 28: 19 is often misinter
preted to refer to a trinity. Notice that 
disciples are to be baptized Uinto"
the inspired original Greek eis means 
"into," not "inU_Uinto the NAME of the 

Father and the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit." Does this verse say that all 
three are Persons? 

No! 
People give names to many things 

that are not persons! Everything, wheth
er person, place or thing, bears a name. 

What is the NAME into which con
verts are to be baptized? What is the 
name all converts bear as a result of 
being baptized in water in the name 
or by the authority of Jesus Christ, and 
as a result of being begotten by the 
Holy Spirit? The name is Goo. We 
are called the "sons of God" or "God's
sons"-just as human beings bear the 
names Johnson, Robertson, and Jackson, 
meaning originally the sons of John, 
Robert and of Jack. Goo is the family 
name of the divine Kingdom. It is the 
Father "from whom the whole family 
in heaven and on earth is NAMED" (Eph. 
3: 15). The Father's name is Goo in 
English. 

Notice: "I manifested Thy name to 

the men," said Jesus to the disciples. 
"Holy Father, keep them in Thy name" 
(John 17: 6, 11). What is that NAME 
by which the Church is kept? "The 
Church of Goo" (I Cor. 1: 2, and many 
other places). 

Jesus is called God in John 1: 1 and 
in other texts. And since the Holy Spirit 
is the Spirit of which the Father and 
Son are composed, it tOO is Goo. It is 
not angelic spirit, but divine or God 
Spirit. 

Instead of teaching the mnlty. 

(Please continue on page 24) 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
( Continued from page 12) 

at just this time, while we were living 
in this single room in Mrs. Brookhart's 
apartment. But neither of us recognized 
it then. Let me say here that becoming 
a Minister of Jesus Christ was the very 
last thing I would have sought. The 
idea would have been both embarrassing 
and repugnant. Even when I began to 
be conscious of the calling, years later, 
the impulsive reaction was to run the 
other way, like Jonah. 

One night my wife had a dream so 
vivid and impressive it overwhelmed 
and shook her tremendously. It was so 
realistic it seemed more like a vision. 
For two or three days afterward every
thing else seemed unreal-as if in a 
daze-and only this extraordmary dream 
seemed real. 

In her dream she and I were crossing 
the wide intersection, a few blocks from 
our room, where Broadway diagonally 
crosses Sheridan Road. Suddenly there 
appeared an aweSOme sight in the sky 
above. It was a dazzling spectacle-the 
sky filled with thousands of white birds. 
People by hundreds came running into 
this broad intersection, looking up at 
the strange phenomenon. As the birds 
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descended, they funnelled into a vortex; 
and then, as they descended nearer she 
saw that they were angels. And in the 
center of the narrowing vortex, bright 
as the sun, appeared to be Christ, de
scending directly toward the spot where 
we were standing. A vast multitude of 
eyes were on us, as this brilliant Per
sonage slowly descended toward us. 

"Oh, it's the second coming of 
Christ!" she thought. Then suddenly she 
became frantic at the thought that I 
would not be caught up with her to 
meet Christ in the air, for I had been 
neglecting Church and the religious as
pect of life. The brilliant central Per
sonage descended to the pavement be
side us, and to her astonishment placed 
one arm around her, and the other 
around me. I had not been left out. 
She was relieved, but trembling. 

"Oh-you've come for us!" Mrs. 
Armstrong managed to gasp. 

"Not yet," was the reply, "but soon. 
Meanwhile, I have need of you"-with 
His arms around us both. Then the 
scene changed, and she saw that the 
Personage was an angel, and we were 
all sitting on a bench. Suddenly the thing 
uppermost in Mrs. Armstrong's mind 
was the fact that I had developed the 
"movie habit"-spending many hours 
a week in movie theatres. She asked the 
angel if this was a sin. 

Mrs. Armstrong, a few days after marriage, in mound of sand on lake 
Michigan beach at end of Wilson Avenue, Chicago. The Armstrongs' first 
home was only two blocks from here. 
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"I have other things for you to do," 
came the answer. Then the angel and 
the whole spectacle seemed to vanish, 
and she awakened, shaken and wonder· 
ing! 

In the morning, she told me of her 
dream. I was embarrassed. I didn't want 
to think about it, yet I was afraid to 
totally dismiss it. I thought of a logical 
way to evade it myself, and still solve 
it. 

"Why don't you tell it to the minister 
of the church up on the corner," I sug
gested, "and ask him whether it means 
anything." 

With that, I managed to put it out 
of my mind. 

Let me say here that in about 99,999 
times Out of 100,000, when people think 
GOD is speaking to them in a dream 
or vision in this day and age, it is pure 
imagination, or some form of self· 
hypnotism or self-deception. I have only 
come to believe that this dream was a 
bona-fide call from God in the light of 
subsequent events. 

Do not hastily ascribe a dream to 
God. True, God has spoken to His own 
chosen servants by this means of com· 
munication. But most dreams mean 
nothing. And false prophets have misled 
people by telling false dreams, repre
senting their dreams to be the Word of 
God (Jeremiah 23, where God says, "I 
am against prophets who recount lying 
dreams, leading my people astray with 
their lies and their empty pretensions, 
though I never sent them, never com· 
missioned them"-verse 32 Moffatt 
translation) . 

Certainly I did not at the time ascribe 
this dream to God. It made me feel a 
little uncomfortable at the time, and I 
was anxious La forget it-which I did 
for some years. I was twenty-five at the 
time. God left me to my own ways for 
five more years. But at age thirty, He 
began to deal with me in no uncertain 
terms, and from that time every business 
or money-making venture I attempted 
was turned into utter defeat. 

In the next installment we come to 
the final cross-roads-where bwiness 
after business was swept away from 
under my feet-where God was actively 
intervening, chastising, humbling, taking 
me from the business world, drawing 
me toward His Great Commission. 



Is This the ONLY Day 
of Salvation? 

Is there a "great controversy" between God and Satan-God 
doing His best to get everybody saved-Satan trying to keep 

them lost-with time now fast running out on God? 

WHAT ABOUT the millions of peo
ple living NOW in communist 
Russia and China where Chris

tianity is suppressed? 
Those people did not choose to be 

horn into these godless nations. Are they 
lost forever because they never heard 
the TRUE Bible teachings? Could a just 
God condemn to an eternally burning 
"hell" those people who died before the 
true gospel was brought to them? 

Gentiles Without Hope? 

What is the eternal fate of the count
less millions of Asia and Africa who are 
without Christ? Is this their only day of 
salvation. Are they eternally doomed if 
they die? 

Is God about to "shut the door" of 
salvation in their face? 

Paul, in Ephesians 2: 11-12 gives the 
answer! Here is what he wrote to the 
Gentile converts in Asia Minor: "Being 
in time past Gentiles ... at that time ye 
were without Christ, being aliens . . . 
and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, HAVING NO HOPE, AND WITH
OUT GOD IN THE WORLD." 

Clearly, people who have not heard 
the way of salvation and the name of 
Jesus Christ ARE WITHOUT HOPE OF 
SALVATION-ARE LOST FOREVER IF 
THERE IS NO FUTURE OPPORTUNITY OF 
SALVATION! 

Would God be fair to condemn them 
because they cannot hear the truth? 

God's Desire for Mankind 

God desires that all humanity avail 
itself of the opportunity for salvation: 
"God our Saviour; who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth" (I Timothy 
2: 3, 4). Some will say, "Oh, so everyone 
is going to be saved-universal salva
tion?" 

Absolutely NOT! The Bible does not 
teach universal salvation. 

by Dr. C. P. Meredith 

Notice what II Peter 3:9-10 says: 
The Eternal "is longsuffering to us
ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance." 
It is God's will or wish that all would 
come to a knowledge of the truth so 
they would repent and be saved from 
the penalty of sin-death. But some 
people are not going to repent! For if 
all repented and met the conditions to 

eternal salvation, there would be no ne
cessity for casting human beings into the 
lake of nre, depicted in Revelation 20: 15 
and 21: 8, which will destroy the wicked! 
Malachi 4: 1-3 absolutely disproves the 
doctrine of universal salvation derived 
from heathen philosophy. The wicked 
are to become ashes, left neither root nor 
branch. There is no possibility of a 
l'esurrection from the lake of nre. 

But does this mean there is NO HOPE 
for the millions who have died in igno
rance of the true Christ? No! 

God is desirous that ALL of us may 
attain eternal life. He is "long suffer
ing," not being quick to judge us-de
sirous that all will accept HIS WAY OF 
LIFE as revealed in the Holy Bible so 
we may become His spirit-born chil
dren at the resurrection. But we must 
choose whether we will accept His way! 

The Common Attitude 

"Well," many will say, "it might seem 
from what the Bible says, that God 
would not be fair if he did not give 
those people who Jived in the Old 
Testament times a chance in the future; 
but all of us since Christ are having 
our chance now, and we must be saved 
by the time Christ comes again or we 
will be lost." 

Yes, that does SEEM to be the idea and 
almost everyone today believes it to be 
a fact! It appears to be so evident that 
no one even questions the matter! IT IS 

TAKEN FOR GRANTED! 
Did you ever hear it questioned? No, 

you probably NEVER HAVE in your life
time.' People do not investigate.' "EVERY
BODY CAN'T BE WRONG"-IS THE POP
ULAR ATTITUDE! 

It would APPEAR from the common 
teachings that salvation is open to 
EVERYONE today and that all one has to 
do now is to "join a church" and be 
"saved." Is EVERYONE FREE TO ACCEPT 
SALVATION AND BE SAVED ANY TIME 
ONE WISHES TO BE? Or has God pur
posely blinded some to salvation in this 
day? 

Let us see what the Bible teaches 
about this subject. It is neither discussed 
nor understood by the churches today, 
yet it concerns everyone of you! 

Why Israel Dlinded? 

Note what Moses said to the Israelites 
-the ancestors of our people today
shortly after he had led them out from 
Egypt: "Ye have seen all that the Eternal 
did ... in Egypt . . . those great mira
cles: yet THE ETERNAL (not Satan) hath 
NOT given you an heart to percehle, 
eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this 
day" (Deuteronomy 29: 2-4). 

GOD, HIMSELF, HAD BLINDED ISRAEL! 
T bey would not have known about this 
blindness EXCEPT THEY HAD BEEN TOLD! 

Observe also what God said He would 
do to Ephraim-Great Britain today
head of the ten tribes of Israel, after 
they had sinned: "For with STAMMER
ING lips and ANOTHER TONGUE will I 
speak to this people-the WORD of the 
Eternal was unto them precept upon 
precept; line upon line-here a little, 
and there a little [this sounds like the 
way in which the Bible is written today, 
does it not?}-THAT THEY MIGHT GO 
[not cume], and FALL BACKWARD [not 
be rescued], and BE BROKEN and 
SNARED AND TAKEN" (Isaiah 28: 11 and 
13) . 

What had the tribe of Ephraim done? 
It had sinned (verses 7 and 8)-and 
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what did God do? GOD HID HIS LAWS 
which, if obeyed, would have preserved 
them from being punished. Because 
they rejected knowledge (Hosea 4:6) 
GOD BLINDED THEM so they would con
tinue to sin and suffer its consequences. 

Why? 
Now notice Ezekiel 20. This chapter 

is VITALLY IMPORTANT. It is a summary 
of all of God's dealings with rebellious 
Israel. Particularly take note of verses 
11 and 12: "and I gave them my stat
utes and shewed them my judgments, 
which if a man do, he shall even live 
in them ... moreover also I gave them 
my sabbaths." 

What did God do when they re
belled? Verses 24 and 25 tell us: "Be
cause they had not executed my judg
ments ... have polluted my sabbaths; 
wherefore I GAVE THEM ALSO [OVER 
TO] STATUTES THAT WERE NOT GOOD 
AND JUDGMENTS WHEREBY THEY 
SHOULD NOT LIVE." God said He gave 
them over to other laws by which THEY 
SHOULD NOT LIVE! Statutes that would 
bring death, 

ALL THROUGH THE BIBLE, after it 
tells of God's punishments, it quotes 
what God said was His reason for blind
ing people: "THAT THEY MAY KNOW 
THAT I AM THE ETERNAL." This phrase 
occurs over fifty times, with slight varia
tions, Ezekiel 20:26 is an example. Yes, 
God wants everyone to truly know him! 
Whoever rejects knowledge will be pun
ished in order to learn of God and His 
ways by hard experience. 

But what was the reason for blinding 
Israel? Are they lost forever? 

Why God Blinds 

God has made man's natural mind so 
that it wants to do things that are 
contrary to HIS laws: "The carnal mind 
(with which we are ALL born} is en
mity against God" (Romans 8: 7). Com· 
pare this with Romans 3: 9-18. "The 
flesh [man's natural heart and mind} 
LUSTETH against the Spirit and the 
Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other" (Gala· 
tians ~: 17). ALL, as originally born, 
have a desire-LuST-to go contrary 
to God's laws! (James 1: 14 and Psalms 
81:11-12,) 

A person's carnal mind remains at 
enmity against God until that person 
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becomes sick and tired of the RESULTS 
of HIS OWN ways and REPENTS of 
them, and calls on God to CHANGE HIM 
by giving him the Holy Spirit-the 
very mind of Christ (Phil. 2: 5 ) . 

God has made it natural for man 
to reject truth and to do what is right 
in his own eyes, to want to sin-to 
want to break God's laws. It is by man's 
own carnal mind that God blinds him
not to destroy him, but to bring him 
to repentance! Concerning blinded 
Israel, Paul said: "For God hath con
cluded them all in unbelief, that he 
might have mercy upon all" (Romans 
11:32). 

So ancient Israel isn't lost forever. 
Their time of salvation is yet coming! 

Human beings, like Israel of old, 
want to do what they think is right. 
God, in love and wisdom, blinds human 
beings who by nature reject the truth 
so they will unwittingly SIN ALL TH.E 
MORE OFTEN and thereby LEARN THEIR 
LESSON ALL THE MORE DEEPLy-the 
lesson that human customs are wrong 
and only by living according to the 
commands of the Eternal God can one 
be happy! 

The Creation of Character Takes Time 

Nothing that God has ever created 
begins to compare with the delicate 
thing that He is creating in man
CHARACTER. God knows that it TAKES 
TIME to do this. He, himself, said "0 
that there were such an heart in them, 
that they would fear me and keep my 
commandments always" (Deuteronomy 
5:29). God is NOT IN A HURRY TO 
SAVE ALL UNTIL THEY HAVE LEARNED 
THEIR LESSON. That is the reason He 
has allowed 6000 years for mankind to 
learn it. 

The Eternal let Israel try various 
forms of human GOVERNMENT as the 
books of Judges and Kings explain. 
Human beings are blinded to the King
dom of God because they believe that 
their own forms of government are 
right. Today, we have democracies, dic
tatorships, and other forms of govern
ment. NONE HAVE BROUGHT HAPPI
NESS! 

God has actually given the attitude 
of a wild animal to Gentiles because 
they would not accept Him as Supreme 
Ruler (Daniel 4: 16-17 and Romans 
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1: 28). They are, by having this mind, 
bringing increased misery upon them
selves. They ultimately will learn that 
God rules and that His government and 
laws are good. 

Christ Didn't Try to Convert 
Everyone! 

Christ, in His day, did not try to dis
turb the spiritual blindness that was 
over man's mind. To the disciples He 
said: "UntO you it is given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of God: 
but unto them [the vast majority} that 
are without, all these things are done in 
parables: that seeing they may see and 
NOT perceive; and hearing they may hear 
and NOT understand" (Mark 4:11-12). 

Do you catch the significance of this 
verse? The parables were spoken to HIDE 
the truth, not to make the meaning 
clearer. 

But why did Jesus hide the truth 
from the world? What is the mysterious 
purpose of God that is taking shape 
before our eyes without our realizing it? 
Here is the answer: 

MAN DOES NOT KNOW HIS OWN 
INABILITY TO RULE EITHER HIMSELF 
OR THE WORLD as compared with the 
ability of God! The Father wants us 
to develop our initiative and ability. 
But he also wants us to recognize that 
HE is the One to whom we should 
go with our problems and that His laws 
are best and that He is the true ruler 
of the earth. He wants us to know that 
we must have His very spirit within 
us to fulfill our desires (Acts 2: 38) . 

Job did not recognize God in His 
true Character, and God took steps to 
make him understand. Job was too 
self-righteous (Job 32: 1). He spoke 
constantly of his own righteousness. It 
was always "my integrity" and "my 
righteousness" (Job 27: 3-6). Only God 
is completely righteous, for "aU have 
sinned and come short of the glory of 
God" (Romans 3:23). God finally 
humbled Job and he repented. "I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: 
but now mine eye seeth thee. Where
fore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes" (Job 42: 5, 6). 

Of all material things that God has 
ever created, man is far superior to 
others in his ability to reason, and also 
in his ability to make things. BUT-



August, 1958 

these abilities are of no value to God 
-indeed they are a hindrance-if man's 
WILL or desire to use these abilities is 
against God's will! "Thy kingdom come, 
THY WILL BE DONE on earth, as it is in 
heaven" (Matthew 6: 10), GOD wishes 
His will to be done in us! 

When man haS-THROUGH SPIRIT
UAL BLINDNESS-had an opportunity 
to exercise his own will and seen the 
evil results of it, he is ready to have 
his old self-his own will-killed, 
"buried with him [Christ) by baptism 
into death" (Romans 6:4), and WILL
ING to present his body as a LIVING 
sacrifice to God-a living body through 
which God can carry out HIS WILL! 
(Romans 12:1), 

Are the Majority Blinded? 

Paul, speaking to the Romans con
cerning their Gentile forefathers, said: 
"As they did not like to retain Gud ill 
their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a REPROBATE MIND . . . being filled 
with all unrighteuusness, fornication, 
wickedness . . . full of envy" (Romans 
1: 28-29). Again, "For God hath con
duc.h::J them all in unbelief [all man
kind) that he may have mercy on all" 
(Romans 11:32). The GENTILES were 
blinded then and THEY ARE BLINDED 
TODAY! ALL NATIONS are blinded to
day! 

What about modern Israel-the 
democratic nations of northwest Eu
rope and America? "Even so at this 
present time there is a REMNANT [just 
a remnant} according to the ELECTION 
OF GRACE" (Romans 11: 5 ). A FEW 
had received the chance of salvation
but notice verse 7: ", , . the REST [the 
VAST MAJORITY} were BLINDED," 

The same is true today. The few, who
soever will, may come to God, but the 
vast majority won't because they are 
blinded to God's truth by thinking their 
ways are better! Jesus never once said 
that everyone is in this age called to 
salvation. Paul said: "Not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called" (I Cor. 
1: 26). Only those drawn by the Spirit 
of God and who come through Jesus 
can approach God (John 6:44). 

Preachers Dlinded Spiritually, Too! 

So we see that the VAST MAJORITY 
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OF ALL RACES TODAY ARE BLINDED! 
The PREACHERS are AMONG THESE 
BLINDED: "MANY shall follow their (the 
false teachers) pernicious ways"-the 
MANY-not the few! (II Peter 2: 1-2.) 
"BROAD is the WAY that leadeth to 
destruction" (Matt. 7: 13). People to
day are spiritually IN BABYLON! Re
member, it is a great religious power 
stemming from the ancient city of Baby
lon-"Babylon THE GREAT"-not Baby
lon the small-that deceives this world 
(Revelation 17:2,5; 18:4), 

The VAST MAJORITY will continue to 

remain so BLINDED that they will even 
fight against Christ at His second com
ing-NOT RECOGNIZING who He is. 
The devil will have them so deceived 
that they will think Jesus is "antichrist" 
(Revelatiun 16: 13-14). 

People today who are blinded to the 
truth can have salvation NOW if, after 
suffering the consequences of sin, they 
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will earnestly ask God (Luke 11:8, 9, 
13) to SHOW THEM HIS WAYS (RE

MOVE THEIR BLINDNESS} and then BE 
WILLING TO FOLLOW THESE WAYS 
AFTER THEY ARE REVEALED. 

Only a relatively small number will 
receive salvation in this age. These will 
be used to teach, rule, and judge those 
called later in the millennium (Rev. 
1:6; I Cor. 6:2). 

But what of the vast blinded majority 
who never had an opportunity? 

Are they damned because God created 
them with a carnal mind which blinded 
them to the ways of salvation? 

Future Chance for Blinded? 

Now, as God is just and as it is He 
who has permitted the majority to be 
blinded, then he will have to remove 
the blindness to give them a chance
THEIR FIRST CHANCE! 

He has PROMISED TO DO IT! "And 

The Moslem religion has swept hundreds of millions into its grasp. The.e 
people call Christians "infidels." Are these people lost forever because they 
NEVER HEARD the true gospel of Christ? This scene is from a busy market 
place in a village in the Gaza Strip. -Wid. World Photo 
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he will DESTROY m this mountam 
the face of the COVERING CAST OVER 
ALL PEOPLE, and the VEIL THAT 
IS SPREAD OVER ALL NATlONS"-the 
veil of spiritual darkness (Isaiah 25: 7). 

It is no stigma or disgrace to your loved 
ones or others that they are among those 
that are blinded now. God's PLAN called 
for the removal of blindness from only 
a few NOW. It is HIS responsibility' 

Salvation in Millennium 

God has allotted six thousand years 
to mankind here on this earth in which 
they can tryout all methods of living 
which THEY THINK will bring them 
happiness. LOOK AT THE WORLD TO
DAY FOR THE RESULTS! NOW-in this 
very END TIME-man is writing finish 
to a history of his poor attempt to rule 
himself without God's help-a history 
that all may profit by when they have 
their first chance. The world today is 
feverishly preparing to drench itself in 
a bath of blood. 

What happens after this? 
"The people that walked in darkness 

[BLINDNESS} have seen a GREAT LIGHT 
[the BLINDNESS REMOVED}-for untO 
us a child is born ... and the govern
ment shall be on his shoulders . . . of 
the increase of his government ... there 
shall be no end" (Isaiah 9: 2 -7) . 

This tells of Christ's birth and His 
taking over the rule of this earth for 
1000 years at His second coming (Rev. 
20:4). 

This is the long-awaited millennium. 
This is THE TIME GOD HAS SET TO 

REALLY START TO SAVE THE PEOPLE. 
Blindness will be removed-the people 
will see God's mercy and laws clearly. 
All who are blinded today, but who live 
into that period will have their first op
portunity for salvation. Christ will come 
with "ten thousands" of His saints to 
execute judgment and convince all that 
are ungodly of their ungodly deeds 
(Jude 14, 15). The devil will be chained 
so he cannot deceive people (Revela
tion 20: 10). The saints will be ruling 
the nations here on earth-not in heaven 
as Ellen G. White wrote in her book 
"The Great Controversy!" 

Christ will pour out His Spirit on all 
flesh (Acts 2: 1 7 ), and the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Eternal 
(Isaiah 11: 9 ). God will cleanse the 
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people and give them a new heart and a 
new spirit, and cause them to walk in 
His statutes and judgments (Ezekiel 
36:25-27). The whole chapters of 
Isaiah 11 and Zechariah 14 describe this 
time more fully. 

Bur, the people who live on from this 
life into the thousand year period are 
relatively few compared to the MILLIONS 
ANn MILLIONS THAT HAVE DIED BLIND
ED-WHAT ABOUT THEM? 

When Is Vast Majority Saved? 

Notice Revelation 20:4: "The rest 
of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished." Now 
read verses 11-12: "And I saw a GREAT 
WHITE THRONE and him that sat on it 
... and I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand [A RESURRECTION} before God; 
and the books were opened: and an
other book was opened, which is the 
book of LIFE [there is a chance of ob
taining ETERNAL LIFE}, and the dead 
were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books." 

They are to be judged by the Word 
of God-the books of the Bible-in ac
cordance with what they HAVE DONE in 
tbis life AND what they WILL DO after 
they are resurrected to mortal life! 

This scene in Revelation 20 pictures 
the climax of God's PLAN-THE GREAT 
WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT when the 
VAST NUMBER OF UNSAVED DEAD will 
be resurrected and be GIVEN THEIR FIRST 
CHANCE FOR SALVATION-all those 
millions and millions who have lived 
and died since the time of Adam up 
through our age, and have not known 
the TRUE way to eternal life! 

SALVATION will be open to ALL then 
resurrected, JUSt as in the thousand-year 
reign of Christ on earth, only now there 
will be many more to accept it after the 
millennium. 

This will NOT be a SECOND CHANCE! 
Here's why: if they were blinded by 
God when they formerly lived, they 
never had a first chance! The ancieIlt 
inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon will be 
resurrected and those evil people who 
were formerly blinded will be given 
their first chance (Matthew 11: 22) . 
Also, the people of Sodom and Gomor
rah w ill be re~urreCled (Matthew 10: 
15), and their evil citizens have their 
first chance. God is a JUST GOD. He is 
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giving evt;'n thE' WORST OF THE PEOPLE 
WHO WERE BLINDED BEFORE CHRIST'S 
SECOND COMING, THEIR FIRST OPPOR
TUNITY TO SALVATION! 

Ezekiel 37: 11-14 gives a good picture 
of how this physical resurrection will be 
accomplished for ALL people. Here it 
is speaking of Israel as a type of all na
tions. This shows how the SPIRITUAL 
BEGETTAL AND GROWTH comes about. 
Here are people receiving the Father's 
Holy Spirit for the first time, just as a 
few are being called today to receive it. 

People will live for a hundred years 
during this age (ISAIAH 6~:20). But all 
this information ought not come as a 
surprise! For anyone could and would 
know of it if he were observing God's 
command to KEEP THE HOLY DAYS 
which show God's PLAN OF SALVATION 
for the WORLD. In Leviticus 23: 34, the 
FEAST of Ingathering or Tabernacles 
represents salvation in the 1000 year 
period and the EIGHTH DAY, in verse 36, 
represents the GREAT WHITE THRONE 
JUDGMENT period when the VAST MA
JORITY will be resurrected and have 
their first opportunity to be saved from 
Sin. 

All this is explained in Mr. Arm
strong's free booklet "Predestination." 
Write for it immediately if you haven't 
read it! 

No, the BLINDED WORLD today DOES 
NOT UNDERSTAND that the Father is 
in the process of making from mortal 
man, here on this earth, a spirit family 
of His very own-a family that is being 
carefully trained. His family will con
stitute the Kingdom of God, living by 
and adminiStering His laws of love 
which are written in the heart and mind 
(Romans 7:22-24). 

AFTER blinded man has had a life
time of sad experience living by his 
own way of life, then is resurrected 
back to this earth and has bis blindness 
removed so that he can SEE and PRAC
TICE GOD'S WAY OF LIFE-the only 
way that leads to happiness, and can 
SEE HOW MUCH BETTER GOD'S WAY 
IS THAN HIS OWN-then, AND ONLY 
THEN, it is that God REALLY starts to 
save the vast majority of mankind and 
give eternal life to those who are willing 
to come under his loving rule and aid 
HIM in administering wisely the great 
power HE will share with them! 
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Huss was born in Bohemia in 1369, 
and was an ardent student of Wyclif's 
writings and preached most of his doc
trines, especially those directed against 
papal encroachments. As rector of the 
University of Prague, Huss early held 
a commanding influence in Bohemia. 

Here are two photographic reproductions of a printed edition of the Wycliffe 
Old English Bible, translated about 1382. Notice that the first chapters of 
Genesis and of Romans are written in two different dialects of that pre
Reformation age. The church in England prohibited the distribution of this 
translation, allowing only the latin Vulgate to be circulated. By this means 
those who could read and write only English were kept in ignorance about 
what the Bible says. 

the emperor. He defended his teachings 
as in accord with scripture, but he was 
condemned by the council and delivered 
over to the civil power for execution. 
This method was always used so as to 
preserve the "innocency" of the Roman 
church in such matters. 

This man was Jerome Savonarola, who 
had become so disgusted with the 
wickedness and debauchery about him 
that he became a monk of the Domin
ican order partly in order to escape 
the evils all around him. 

At first he apparently hoped to re
form the church from within, and had 
the confidence of his ecclesiastical su
periors. But as a preacher he denounced 
the prevailing sins of the clergy with 
great zeal, and began to arouse suspicion. 
When he was appointed to investigate 
some of the alleged miracles of the 
church, he ended up pronouncing them 
spurious and told his follower~ to quit 
looking for signs and wonders and to 

search the scriptures instead. 
At last, "his impassioned condemna

tion of the iniquitous sale of indulgences 
called down upon him the papal ex· 
communication" (Fisher, p. 275). He 
was then persuaded by the sympathetic 
king to go into exile. But, unfortunately, 
he later agreed to appear before the 
Council of Constance after having re
ceived a pledge of safe conduct from 

The emperor's "safe conduct" pledge 
was broken upon the Catholic principle 
that "faith was not to be kept with 
heretics" (Hurlbut, p. 143). The cruel 
sentence passed upon Huss was that 
he was to be burned at the stake. His 
courageous death, and that a year later 
of Jerome of Prague, who shared his 
reforming spirit and ideals, aroused the 
reforming element in Bohemia and in
fluenced his countrymen for many years 
to come (Fisher, p. 276). 

Jerome Savonarola 

About 1152 waS born at Florence, 
Italy, a man who was to challenge the 
papal corruptions in its own territory. 

He preached violently against the 
ecclesiastical, social, and political evils 
of his day-sparing no age, sex, or con· 
dition of men. At first the city would 
not listen, but later filled the cathedral 
to overflowing. He no longer used 
reasonings in his sermons, but preaChed 
in the name of the Most High (Fisher, 
p.276). 

For a time he effected a seeming 
reformation of the city, and became for 
a short time the virtual political and 
religious ruler of the (;ity uf FlorenlC:. 
But his political policy made him bitter 
enemies, among them the pope, Alex· 
ander VI. Refusing to keep his silence, 
Savonarola was soon excommunicated, 
seized, and imprisoned. After a prej-
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udicial trial, he was hanged, then 
burned, and his ashes were thrown into 
the Arno river. 

Historians agree that Savonarola's in
terests lay much less in doctrinal re
forms than in the purification of morals. 
This was to be accomplished within the 
pale of the Roman Church. And we 
may note that, to a great extent, this 
was the case also with Wyclif and Huss. 
All (hree had been reared Catholics in 
faith, practice and outlook. With the 
possible exception of Wyclif, all died 
as Catholics in actual fact-even though 
they sought a reformation within that 
body. 

Thus it is evident that no ordinary 
man, be he ever so able and zealous, 
would have been able to bring about a 
purification of the spiritual depravity 
of the Roman Catholic Church as a 
whole. As a result of the progress of 
papal power, the pope and his imme
diate court were the only ones who could 
do this. 

Obstacles to a True Reformation 

But the involvements of the iniqui
tous system were so great, the selling 
of ecclesiastical posts so rampant, the 
temptations to capitalize on the sale of 
indulgences and other church revenue 
so abundant, that even a sincere reformer 
within the papal court would have found 
his lot a hopeless one. "When men had 
sunk their whole fortune in buying a 
lucrative post which had been put up 
for auction, would it not be monstrous 
to abolish all such posts? And then: 
was no money with which to make com
pensation. When Leo X died, the Papacy 
was not only in debt, but bankrupt. A 
reforming Pope had no chance of suc
cess. Every door was barred, and every 
wheel was jammed" (Plummer, The 
Continental Reformation, p. 15). 

Yet throughout the nations of Eu
rope, there were many political, social, 
and economic abuses that cried Out for 
reform-not to speak of the overwhelm
ing religious abuses. One way or 
another, as we shall soon see, some sort 
of universal upheaval was inescapably 
destined to rock the outward compla
cency of that time. 

But, as we have seen, the very men 
who tried to reform this corrupt system 
were so thoroughly Indoctrinated with 
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the teachings of Rome that it was most 
difficult to break completely away. We 
need to bear in mind that these men, 
and Luther, Zwingli, Calvin and their 
associates, had all been reared from 
childhood in Roman Catholic doctrine 
and practice. They had been taught 
nothing else, and since there were prac
tically no religious books or Bibles avail
able in the common tongues they knew 
uf little ebe than the Ruman Catholic 
faith, ceremonies, rituals and traditions. 

Therefore, it was well nigh impossible 
for them to objectively compare the 
religious system they had been reared 
in with the beliefs and practices of 
Jesus Christ and the inspired New 
T estamenr Church. 

However, from a spiritual point of 
view, the real question of the hour was 
not whether there would be some kind 
of reformation, but whether there would 
be a return to the "faith once delivered." 
A return to genuine apostolic Chris
tianity was sorely needed. A return to 
the true gospel, the faith and practice 
of Christ and the apostolic church would 
have ushered in a new era of righteous
ness and worship, of peace and of joy. 

Was such a true reformation forth
coming? This is the question that should 
burn itself into the minds and hearts 
of all thinking men, because the final 
answer to this question will determine 
-to a great extent-the real meaning 
of the religious Jivi~iun and confusion 
of our time. 

The answers to these vital questions, 
the unra~'eling of this fascinating mys
tery, will appear next month. 

Power of God 
( Continued from page 17 ) 

Matthew 28: 19 teaches that God 1S a 
growing Family or Kingdom into which 
we may enter. God is a Family, a King
dom, nOt a trinity. The Father in Heaven 
wants you to become a member of His 
divine Family. You can be His Son if 
you surrender your whole life to Him
believe all that is in the Bible-believe 
Christ is your Saviour and obey Him
and be filled with the power of the 
Spirit of God. This knowledge has now 
reached you. What are you going to do 
about it~ 
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