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DOCTRINE OF WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD
ON "PORNEIA"

by Herberit W. Armstrong

A minister at Pasadena writes, "The wministry from 1976 to 1979 used
this statement (quoted below) as the doctrine of the Church. In August
of 1978 you took the first step in setting the Church back on the track
in the area of divorce and remarriage, Since then many in the ministry
have asked for additional information to counter--with the Scriptures--
this 1976 statement."

The statement foisted on the ministry by liberals now banished from
the Church, is as follows: "At the Ministerial Conference in May, 1876,"
(when I was overseas, and after solemn promises by the Executive Vice-
President that doctrinal matters would not be touched on in the Confer-
ence), "the ministers were given an 'official' statement on divorce and
remarriage. There were 14 pages on the meaning of porneia.

"The Summary Statement reads as follows: 'The term (porneia) in-
cludes all illicit sexual activity {(before or after marriage) including
fornication, adultery, harlotry, homosexuality, etc.'

"One enclosed paper stated, 'There is not the least indication here
that Jesus is limiting porneia to some premarital act only.'"

Notice, this "liberal" argument states "there is not the least indi-
cation here..."

Arguing to water down and liberalize God's Word reminds me of the
Protestant minister in the 1890s, when women adopted the "new" style of
hairdo of a topknot on top of the head. He guoted from one text only,
without regard to others on the subject, shouting out that "the Bible
says, Matthew 24:17, 'top not come down.'" Sure enough it says that,
but in context and in line with other Scriptures, it means no such thing.

Now I will settle this question OFFICIALLY. HOW did Christ put HIS
doctrine into the Church? ONLY THROUGH THE APOSTLES. They frequently
drew on the 0ld Testament Prophets, but the CHURCH received its doctrine
from the APOSTLES.

How did Christ, the living HEAD of the Church, put doctrine into
God's Church TODAY? Through His chosen APOSTLE!

Jesus, in His statement in Matthew 19, referred Lo a liberal ALLOW-
ANCE by Moses, but said, "because of the hardness of vour hearts...but
from the beginning it was not so" (Verse 8).
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Jesus referred to the "beginning"--as God instructed Adam and Eve.
Moses had made a LIBERAL deviation to hardhearted, rebellious people who
had no salvation. Jesus proceeded to give llis future Apostles God's
TRUTH as it was "from the beginning." It's time for us to get back TO
THE BEGINNING--tc understand God's PURPOSE in making humanity male and
female--in establishing the MARRIAGE and FAMILY relationship.

The Bible is like a jigsaw puzzle. It is made up of many pieces.
They FIT TOGETHER to make a CLEAR PICTURE of God's revelation of TRUTH
to man. Take one piece of a jigsaw puzzle by itself and you have no
picture. Pubt it improperly together with other wrong pieces and you have
confusion,

The Bible is like a TREE. A tree has roots, a trunk, major branches,
smaller branches and,off of still smaller branches, twigs. These liber-
als, led by SATAN, took one twig, went to great lengths apout that twig
to water down God's truth, and came up with "official doctrine." But it
was not GOD'S official doctrine. And they had no AUTHORITY over doctrine.

Jesus was talking about how God made it "at the beginning"--before
Moges~-from the first man and woman.

The earth had been populated by ANGELS who had SINNED. God then
proposed to make MAN in HIS OWN IMAGE! Cod was reproducing Himself. God
was starting, through man, the ultimate GOD FAMILY. God Himself shall
hecome a FPAMILY, Satan hates the FAMILY structure,

God used 0ld Testament Israel as a type of that FAMILY. Christ was
married to Isracl. TIsracl committed adultery. THAT DID NOT LEAD CHRIST
to be free to MARRY ANOTHER NATTION., Christ had married a NATION. He

never married another. He said, 'Return tc me, O Israel. Only confess
and repent of your sins.' But 01d Testament Israel did not repent or
return.

So Christ came to earth in person and died for Israel's sins that
they could be forgiven. The CHURCH is ISRAEL having repented and re-
ceived the Holy Spirit, begotten as SONS OF GOD. "He is a Jew who is
one inwardly" (Rom. 2:29). Christ has not vet married the CHURCH--which
is gpiritual ISRARL.

The Church is the affianced BRIDE of Christ. All in the Church do
stumble and sin to some degree at times. (See T John 1.) But if we
caonfess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
cleanse us. But Christ does not divorce His Church and become the
affianced bridegroom of ANOTHER church--such as the great f[alse church,
There is no divorce and remarriage. If we, the Bride, sin, we are
either cast away i1f we REFUSE to confess and repent, or, on repentance,
we are forgiven.

Now to Matthew 19. Granted, the Greek porneia has more than one
meaning. So does the bEnglish word, "saw." It may mean "“did see," or
it may mean an instrument with jagged teeth for cutting through wood.
We determine by its usce in the sentence TN THE CONTEXT OF THAT SENTENCE,
which meaning of the word applies,
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So it is in the casc in which Jesus used the Greek word porneia.
The translators of the King James Bible in 1611 knew that Jesus intended
the definition "fornication" as an act prior to marriage.

Consider what Jesus said in Matthew 5:32, "But I say unto you, That
whoscever shall put away his wife, saving for the causc of fornication,
causeth her to commit adultery: and whoscever shall marry her that is
divorced committeth adultery.”

Consider that! 1If in this case porneia should have been translated
"adultery" instead of premarital fornication, then, in English look how
absurd would be Jesus' statement. He would have said, whosoever shall
put away his wife, saving for the cause of adultery, causeth her to
commit adultery. In other words, he divorced her for the sin of adultery,
and causes her to commit again the same act for which he divorced her.

THAT WOULD NOT MAKE SENSE!

Further, same sentence (verse 32): "whoscever shall marry her” (Lhat
is put away for adultery) "committelh adultecry." Ille whe would marry this
particular divorced woman would be committing adultery ONLY BECAUSI SHE
IS STILL THE WIFE of the man who divorced her!

To say that Jesus gave ADULTERY as grounds for divorce introduces
CONFUSION, and misrepresents what Jesus said to be RIDICULOUS!

The only way that a man marrying a divorced woman commits adultery
i1s if the woman is STILL the bound wife of the man who divorced her.
But when Jesus gave the ONLY grounds as premarital FORNICATION, that can
mean ONLY that the marriage WAS NOT BINDING--God had never BOUND that
marriage in the first place. The woman had committed fornication prior
to marriage, had net told the man, and therefore HE WAS DEFRAUDED--the
marriage was never binding! WHY? Because GOD KNEW, but the man did not.
God NEVER BOUND that marriage. The man was unknowingly defrauded. If
she had told him, and he forgave and married her anyway, then the marriage
would have been BOUND by GOD. In that case if he divorced her he did not
do so legally in God's sight, and he CAUSED HER, by marrying another, to
commit adultery.

In both Matthew 5 and Matthew 19, both the translated English words
"fornication" and "adultery" are mentioned. In the original Greck the
word translated "fornication" was porneia, and a different Greek word
was used for adultery, moicheia. If Jesus had meant "adultery” to be the
only grounds for divorce and remarriage, he would have used the word
moicheia instead of porneia. The very fact He did use the Greek porneia

in the same sentence with moicheia shows definitely he did not intend

porneia to mean adultery--unfaithfulness after marriage,

In other passages on the subject, such as Mark 10:5-9, we find

- Mark's versicn of the same conversation recorded in Matthew 19. There
Jesus gave NO grounds for divorce, once bound in marriage--"What there-
fore God hath joined (bound) together, let not man put asunder.”

Here Jesus spoke of a marriage BOUND BY GOD. IHe gave NO grounds
whatsoever for divorce or remarriage. In Matthew 19 He was speaking of
a case where God had NOT BOUND.
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In Luke 16:18 Jesus gives NO grounds for divorce and remarriage in
the case of a marriage bound by Geod.

It is thercfore plain that the passages in Matthew 5 and 19 are
speaking of marriage NOT bound by God.

The passage in I Corinthians 7:12-16 is speaking of a converted
person whose mate is hostile to the converted person's religion--a
special and different circumstance.

The passage in Deuteronomy 24 apparently is speaking of the same
case cited by the Pharisees in Matthew 19--where a man divorced his wife
“"for every cause." But even then the man apparently divorced his wife
immediately after the wedding night--not five or ten vears later.

In Deuteronomy 22, if a man on the wedding night found the woman NOT
A VIRGIN, and his accusation was true, the woman was stoned to death.
But this was under Israel's national statutes as a national government,
From the beginning, until Israel became a nation with its national
statutory laws, there was no stoning to death, nor was there in Jesus'
teaching for the Church,

BUT, even in this case the man acted on the discovery of premarital
fornication IMMEDTATELY, not months or years afterward.

Jesus did not intend that a man who knew his wife had been guilty
of fornication could ACCEPT HER, live with her, and then much later when
he became displecased with her, divorce her on what had happened prior to
marriage.

Divorce for fornication is not really divorce, but ANNULMENT, and
must be acted upon immediately--not after he has accepted her and lived
with her.

To sum up. Marriage and the family relationship is the physical
type picturing the COD I'amily relationship, and the marriage of Spirit-
born and immortal former humans to Christ.

In the Bible a marital engagement carries the same status morally
as the marriage.

Those of us who have and are led by the Holy Spirit of God are
BEGOTTEN children of God. We are already, now, children of God (I John
3:1-2). We are "engaged," not yet married, to Christ. To us sin is
spiritual fornication--prior to the marriage. But Christ, the affianced
Bridegroom, knows our hearts—--lle does know of our spiritual fornication.
But if we (I John 1) confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us of all unrighteousness.

In other words, an innocent human bridegroom may marry a woman not
a virgin NOT KNOWING her sin--but God does know. In the spiritual case
of which human marriage is the type, Christ the Bridegroom DOES KNOW, and
WILL NOT marry unless we confess and repent, and by His shed blood and
the power of the Holy Spirit, we are CLEANSED of that sin BEFORE THE
MARRIAGE,
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But, once married, CHRIST WILL NEVER MARRY ANOTHER CHURCII. He will
cleanse us on confession and repentance PRIOR to the divine marriage, but
He will NEVER divorce or put us away after that marriage.

Marriage is a spiritual as well as a physical union. That is why
Paul, in I Corinthians 7, allows a believer in the Church to divorce an
irate nonbeliever who opposes our belief in Christ to the point of hostile
confrontation and absence ol peace, and marry within the Church. In the
marriage to Christ there will be none in the Bride causing hostile con-
frontation against the TRUTH. That marriage will be PEACE, HARMONY, LOVE.
We shall not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. That is why
Paul makes the allowance "to the rest" in I Corinthians 7 during this
physical life in God's Church.

‘The Church must be HOLY, as Christ's Bride shall be in the resurrec-
tion. Some who are not holy and in PEACE do creep into the IIUMAN Church,
now. And the Bible makes provision in various cases for putting such out
of the Church and AVOIDING them. In the Kingdom of God there will be no

hostile dissenters. We must clean them oul of the Spirit-begotten ULUMAN
Church today.

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES

Report on Trip to Africa and Mediterranean

Peter Nathan (business manager for East, Central and West Africa) left
London on March 23rd bound for Ghana, taking with him a film of a sermon
given by Mr. Herbert Armstrong at the 1979 I'cast in Tucson, Arizona. The
primary reason for the trip was to bring much of the latest news of de-
velopments in the Work to the churches in the area.

One problem which faces the ministers in Africa is a lack of effective
communications which we in the Western world take for granted. In many
areas of Africa phone calls can take up to three days to arrange, and the
delivery of parcels from overseas (eg. computer listings and labels) can
often take between three and seven months. Mr. Nathan's just being able
to talk personally with Mr. Harold Jackson and Mr. Melvin Rhodes was an
important accomplishment.

One very important side benefit was that Mr. Nathan was able toc take with
him and distribute 400 lbs. of good secondhand clothing denated by the
British churches. A man's shirt in Ghana can cost an entire week's wages,
and a lady's dress up to a month's salary! Not having to buy clothes at
these inflated prices enables the brethren there to spend their money on
more c¢ritical items such as food. (This should meet local needs for a
while but is an area we have to be careful in, lest the Church start to
draw attention from others as being a good organization to be a part of--
especially if you can get plenty of good clothes. Ministers have to be
careful in handling assistance coming in to ensure this doecsn't happen.)
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After profitable visits in Ghana, Nigeria, the Camerocons and Kenya, Mr.
Nathan went on to the Mediterranean area. Here Lhe problems faced by the
members are very different.

In Beirut, EEPQEQE the political tension is still very evident, and the
potential for a sudden resumption of widespread violence is ever present.
Nevertheless, even in this hostile environment, God's Word has borne
fruit and the wife of a member in Beirut was baptized.

In Greece the problems are again entirely different. To be eligible

for school, the children there must be "registered." However, the cere-
mony is not a civil one, but performed by the Greek Orthodox Church as a
formal christening into that religion. Obviously, to promise to bring
up a child in an alien faith would be wrong, but what should parents do
about the child's schooling when to abstain from such a ceremony means
the child remains unregistered? The one family currently facing this
problem would certainly appreciate our prayers.

After brief visits to Sicily and Malta, Mr. Nathan returned home to his
family in England. Though exhausting at times, the trip was a success.

In all the areas he visited, though differing widely in customs, politics,
social strata and scenery, the people God is calling possess the same
overall goals and drecams, and all appreciate the need of the soon-coming
return of Christ.

Scandinavian Ad Results Very Good

Advertising an English magazine in a primarily non-English speaking
country 1s not easy. Advertising in English in a Finnish or Swedish news-
paper instantly limits your audience to people whoe have a good grasp of
both languages~-the Scandinavian language in order to buy the newspaper,
and English to read your ad (and The PLAIN TRUTH).

Understandably, results in previous years have lagged behind those
achieved in the U.K., where there was no language barrier to overcome,
But this year, using a more direct approach, the results have changed.
In spite of the obvious drawback of being in a different language, the
ad appears to be pulling as well as in the U.K.

And the only change from the U.K. ad is in the one word--"free."

If the heading "this magazine is 'free'" had been used, to many people in
Scandinavia it would have meant "this magazine is 'morally loose,'" which
wasn't the intended message! So the ad became "this magazine--Cratis™
and everyone understood, as the word "Gratis" is similar to a word in the
Scandinavian languages that means "without charge."

Though n¢ one can be sure of all the reasons for the good results, it
looks as if this formula of a direct approach together with the word
"Gratis" is well worth continuing.

Spanish Area News

April 20, 1980, marked an exciting day in Spanish media history. The
former "El1 Mundo de Manana" broadcast made its debut on Radio Cro in San
Juan, Puerto Rico!
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A new program of mini-PV brochures (a four-page promotional pamphlet
which is about half the size of the PV) is now being tested in various
areas of the United States. This will hopefully cul down on the number
0f people who pick up a copy of La Pura Verdad at the newsstands each
month instead of subscribing. The response as comparced to the number
of responses to the newsstond PVs will also be compared.

Comments From Monthly Church Reports

LOUISVILLE, KY--RAY A. MUYER: Most negative attitudes and dissension
now gone from local congregation. Most now have a good, positive
orientation and support Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong.

CANTON, OH--JOHN FOSTER: All is going pretty well. Those few members
who were "slipping" away are becoming mcre involved in the Church. There
is a sincere enthusiasm of being a part of the Church,

CLEVELAND EAST, OH--GUY L. ENGELBART: God's people were inspired and
encouraged as a result of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Our offering
on the first day was the highest we have ever had in Cleveland! The
congregation in Cleveland is totally behind Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong

as God's apostle. Our attendance for April is 10% above the same month
last year. Four people were baptized last month, and we are getting a
number of new PM's, both through letters from Pasadena, and friends and
relatives of members. God is blessing His Church in a way He hasn't for
many years.

CLARKSBURG, WV--DAVID M. JOHNSON: People seem very positive about the
direction of the Work under Mr. Armstrong's leadership. There is a
noticeable increase in interest in prophecy as well as in personal Bible
study. With three once-per-month studies in cutlying areas, we are able
to have about 75% of the Church in a Bible study each month. No one seems
shaken at all with the current legal difficulties.

BELLE VERNON, PA~--DAVID M, JOHNSON: There is a definite improvement in
the overall attitude. 1In the past, people always seemed to have a gripe
about something. Now, even when things go wrong, thecy seem to be more
patient and willing to make whatever adjustments are necessary without
complaining. Spring holy days brought record offerings for this area,.
People seem to be more genuinely solid than they have been in years.

The people seem quite pleased about the proposed changes in the SEP
program. Several have expresscd their disappointment over the last

few years that the program seemed to have no spiritual or moral training
at all. Even those people who have complained in the past seem eager Lo
believe that positive changes are heing made and are once again supportive
of the whole Y.0.U. program.

--Joe Tkach, Ministerial Services

FESTIVAL PLANNING UPDATE

Preparations for the Feast of Tabernacles 1980 arc going very well!
Approximately 38 per cent of the festival applications have been received
in Tucson. Please encourage the members in your area to return their
festival applications as soon as they have completed them, since this
will aid in our overall planning.
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We have received a considerable number of requests to transfer to the.
various feast sites. We are processing these transfer requests and will
be returning them to the members very shortly.

You should remind your congregation(s) that the room housing blocks at

at each site are being held until June 30. This applies to all sites
cxcept St. Peltersburg, Wisconsin Dells, and Lake of the Ozarks. Housing
will probably still be available after June 30, but we will have no space
held for our members after that date except in Detroit and Savannah,

which are holding space open until July 30. Housing arrangements should
be secured as scon as possible for proper festival planning and to guaran-—
tee accommedations.

Let us know if we can be of any further assistance regarding the feast.

~=Fagtival Coordination Team

NEWS ABOUT PLAIN TRUTH PROMOTION

Regponse from local church pastors and coordinators to the bulletin board
cardholder subscription program has been overwhelming! In just a ten-day
period, we received 24 requests for 1,250 additional cardholders and
85,500 subscription cards. We are very pleased to see the enthusiasm for
this method of promoting The PLAIN TRUTH.

During the past few years, a number of church areas have been actively
promoting The PLAIN TRUTH by contacting public libraries and offices
(doctors, dentists, etc.) and offering a free subscription to the maga-
Zzine. Consequently, many subscribers have been added to our mailing list
because they came across The PLAIN TRUTH in these locations.

Because of the overall success of this local method of promotion, we have
designed two programs which can enlist the services of members in con-
tacting public libraries and waiting rooms. These programs are now in
the process of being mailed to all U.S. pastors,

We also would like to let you know that the new printing of Mr. Herbert
Armstrong's booklet, The United States and Britain in Prophecy, is now
off the press and is being mailed. This is the updated version of the
original large booklet which we used to distribute a few years ago.

--Publishing Services

MAIL CONTINUES TO BE "Up”

N few issues back we mentioned that 1979 was the first year since 1973
that the yearly mail count increased over the year before. That trend
is continuing and we are happy to report that thus far 1980 is seeing a
good increase over 1979.

(Continued on page 11)

LARGE ADVERTISEMENTS CONTINUE TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC

On the following pages arc two more full-page newspaper advertisements
that have appeared in selected newspapers avound the country, (See last
waek's Pastor General's Report for the first ad of this series.) This
ad campaign is designed to alert and inform the public to the grave and
irminent danger to every American's religious freedom.
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The First Amendment...

Fair Prey for
Ambitious

Politicians

O{/R CHURCH s being

threatened. Ours already s
under atiack. We are fighting the
battle for you!

We are members of the World-
wide Church of Gad. We believe in
our Chureh just as you believe in
vours. We do not proselyvte. We
never selicil members. We NEVER

SOLICIT THE PURALIC FOR FUNDS.

This message in intended to make yvou
aware thal ane Chureh ours ds gnder
attack  and if this attack of polilieal
eOFPUpLIon surceets, YOUKE MAY RE
NExT!

Don't think 3F can'l happen in this
home of the freet It has happened in
Russia! Our Church and the First
Amendment nf the Constitution is un-
der attack by the attorney general af the
State of California. That attack ixgener-
ated to pesTroy our Chureh. This attack
is mativated, apparently, to prove that
the attarpey peneral, representing the
Stnle of California, has the right to m-
spect and certifly our religious beliefs
and practices - thet only these religions
beliefs and practices acceptable ie him
can rurvive in California. We sheuld like
tn ask the attarney genoral whether 1he
name Tamas de Torquemads means
anything 1o him.

Heswever, our purpose here is tn make voa
aware of what iz happening, ard wiey vou
SHOLLD BE CONCRRNED! (e Chorch wilk
sland apainst this englaughl, Admitiedty,
we helirws the atlerney general mav hreak
off iis attiack apainst aur Chureh if enople
prople learn  and care  abeut what be is
Auing, We hopr 1his i will s o
tn kake action that will help our cause  and
yemirs

Nui Lha wa expesd you Lo eare what hap
pena o aur Churel, We do expeel That v
will care aloul whal happens, next. to voue
Chureht .

[F the attorney general can assume the
right La wutlaw a belief, or set of heliefs,
what will prevent him from mandating a
dwctrine wf his own choosing?

We will tell you what! Only the will of
{ad and sur own o resist,

A MODERN POGROM

Pogrim is g word (hat may be unfamiliar ro mesy
Americans. IL refers to the systematse or nrga
nized perserution of desttuction of a mincrty
groupwithin s wneisly, Moct oftenio has heen nsad
n describe Tearisi ftussinm attacka on dews
there. ILhas not aften hesntiserd ind his connl ry
Pogram, hawever, may be (he catly o anit-
ahie for slesrriling the ghasily atlack nn oo
Chureh by the atlarney genetal. Conservative
ralumnist James J Kiipakrick, o AMMarch 5,
RN, weritong in the Washenglan Ster, desiribe
il this way
- v amighl have to ga hack Lo Dve dpys of
“I'homas Jefferren o find a rase tete inind bog
gling than (he awsanki of the State of Calilornia

144

npen The Worlilwide Chnreh of Gonl

“lelferame yreatoet cont bt b thy
ot of indrewdunl Hiberey was his St te of el
givus Freedom The Sage of Monbicelo mus be
spinning ichis prave Califenin'sine redebile take
vver of the Werldwide Chitrch of fiod makee o
{ravesty af |Be Jeflersmynn doctrine | pocr g
ease presented n brazen intension hy the staie
npen the fres paercies of religion, this ic it~

What “{khe™ iz, it ease vou have miseed peacs
atorirg, is the inkenvee ol onr Chareh Agam, 1he
words of M. Kitpatrick

"The fact= arc ant even significantly o dix
prite Trware the enel ol 197R, p 2chiem develeop.
erd wiihin the Pacarbenn bhased Warldwidr
Choreh ol God T putrgrchak fealer of dhe
Charcle 85 yearokl Herhere W Aometrong,

wplit seith kis 4R year old son Garoer Arm
stromg
VUL b ddozens dinident wsenthoes of e

Chuerts rampldained o e Calilocniz RMeeaey
peneral that Lhe soninr Armstrang and his close
amacizle, Stanles R Huder, were nvezpad. that
they were pilfering Chirch praperiy, that they
had conspirrd ko sell Church prapeste al lras
than ile fair value, thal they kad shredded
Church Anenments 1o pracent [heir diccleenre,
and that they were living w0 laziry at ihe ex
pense af the Choreh's 2000 menihers

Or voopare evidense than the complamd of
those «ix farmer Churek members, the Stals of
Califorsia mided the Tharels property and
hewdnoartess on Januase 3 17700 and an
nenmeed thal s courl -apponled recener was in
+harge.

The receiver, again as Mr Kilpairich de
acritws, “eame armed with e ocropacte eaurt
wrder dipeeling hin, 1o tnke porsrasion snd con
Trnl ot the 4hmreh, ircholing /1 ds assels, in
Inke wer the nienapement of the Church (o the
#xtent that b deemed neceszary in his sale dis
srotinn ta siapend or larminate apy pmplaver,
aned sor e Qe of [the receiv ‘<] hesl ants was o
fire the Church's sxrculive seecetar .

“¥nr the nret seven weeks il Chorch lead
ers were able to gel the receivership Fifted ander
A 14 millien owd, npenes of The state romed
al will throagh nenciy TA¥RY seisod daramenls

Phe atterney general demanded that former
Chireh o inviuce for judirinl inspeetion
met only financial records but alan conticdentinl
papers having 1o de wilb madiers of ministry
and Al far examplre, beiliead
page proofe of a manneeripe, The Poctroes of
the Werlthwide Charch ol Hind

“At ne pont has the Chuech beer aeews,
any inuiry ta the pahlie health ar safelv,
trial rinnet hac stresaed thal the Chinch  has
heen acewead alany wrongdoing " The most &
ous ellegatinns, having o do with the helos
walue sale of zenl estote for privale gain, heve
heen disruzsed as mere hearsay,

=l re hevend comprehension.. heyamd my
vomprehensiem anvhow  how the state of Cali
formia can agaerl A pawer 10 rontral what a
Chureh empleyee in pad. That issue hies at the
very henrt ol this case ©

T s hevond our comprehension to Oupe
Chnreli's work has heen serinnaly dispapred. Abl
hercuse Ehe allorney geaeral felivee, v b
helieves, that v Chaech's poney e poblis manoe,
not the Ehuech’s, dhat fhe State hae dhe righd
and alligation b mnke sure a Chureh's wones is
eprnt proporle, and 1hat he ic the perton wha
eon dgride what praper spemiling is

As Mr Kilpatrish noted. "B s eppacently
wematertal shar o (horch, as in This rase, has
never siliciter finebs frvem the penerad pielilis,
Buet relies only upem the comtributione of its gwn
members sealtered arpoes the pating

And that is the whole erue of the matter 14 is
nel'c maney We give 1l lrerly 4o our Chateh

el
the
L

L atier e wanl e SCRRTURNE IET R
“herebe
work Alar we cupgaet amd o wladh we ap
e

Yoot b dsaprprowe s sowsport oune
work eitainky, the atumey general’s suppont
appretal ol o eoneer (e
B inJE o b g mhuad nar eelivrons Rrusiness
s e s o as e by fome v chond

Cam ven imagine the atlorhey grneral veey
areing the speading ol the Human Catholic
Ehereloen Cubfornia? Can s inagine s Cathe.
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B Hies mr sex? Yeur sexual
prefereneet Yo grteseion™ Yous race

Agnin, we donl ash v b ewee aliand he
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abwont yoursell and abaut whal wan believe
anct tn ask voesel wchether v don't b 8
e iR cotminan with i
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af e Uaibed Statvs
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83 million
Americans

ant us to have
our day in court.

Why does the

Attorney General object?

he Worldwide Church of God

has petitioned the Supreme
Court of the United Staes lor o
hedring to appeal certam actions
taken by the Culifornia courts.
Thuse gotions were Lsken at the instjga
Vion o Califoraia's attorney general and
hivi: been foudty protested not only by
(e Worldwide Ubureh of God, its deud
wrn it v bers, Dt also by swech ather
hal

as the

religius urganizations
anvil el Churches of Christ i the
LS A Synagogue Pouncil ol Amernica;
Haplist Jenl Committee on 'ublic Al
tairs; Lutheran Chaiveh s Aunerica; As
sucialion of Evanpgelical Lutheran
Clrurches; Bourd of Chuzel and Socicty,
the United Methotist Chreh; Greneral
Asseipbly of the Hoited Preshylenan
Clreh s the LS AL Natinnal Associa-
G st Bvangeheads; and Northern Cali-
furma Fewmenica Cener)

FEYH Warlilwrde Goad mrdd e mens
favcalngs ul these atbior wrgdientivus wh

e SRR KR A
win ol 3k Ul
(Hucney geoeeal repres
U U paesd Hagrant nlissk on reigiouy feee-
dum ke bistory ol Liee United States, e
Worldwids Chanh of Gl devordingly, hns
asked the TS, Sapecie Paaint s review 1hese
autini, 4 bebudl of el LMY meathiers,
the CLbier religious organresty have (iled @
suint Freemts of che Cownl amin cuniet el
sopp g e harL's pusitan sl ssking
it Uhe Siprese Conrd sevicw the matter

The altorney generat of Cadifun
Lestedd the Fequest and his seked ehal the Court
nut review the case

That sectna & carious position fur the attitaey
poneial Lo ke
wuuld we
Eor bt vl

i has con-

mure reasenable, mare hgaal,
e 4 Sugrene Court revicw
Hanw is 0 bt he dues nol say, certainky lec us
have a heanug, tet us bave 4 el
dar wil that the Sitate of Cabilorhis dues in facl
have s pgla ta e w e Worldwade Churel of
Crad whiat ot s tryite b do? Why dues he oot
any, The State of Cadilsrnis demes Ul this a4
Firal Awvsnlment mulivr, s matben ol separution
ul CUharch aind State, aoed he weloames the 5u-
preme Caurt's linad pesatia oo the gues
lbravse b 13 sure b is bight?

Wihy! Uerlainly Thiy scems an important
questtan by the mewbers of the Wortdwide
Church gi Cant 18 seems imgortank o 35 0000
other Ansericans whe whealigp uid serk
dillerent wuys Why 'l it impartant o the
i ¢Jx|wm.| attiraey geaeral? e o tie man whe
pught ths matter v duw, after abl. Why
ab't L wast Lhe w serns pard af the
aatation devaded, nually, ot

v and

S

A KEVIEW

n ol dhe {
1wstan |

el and it
e the 11N
i b wseeful hear 1o cesiew
Wl develupind Phis
sly, b Deees propmerind by

Fotlunify the posit
it setlle (b
aptenae ot il
e Lavtx ul the cuse
adverlisement, ol

a representative of Lle Worldwide Church of
Cianl i b bzt pand for by the Choncl asd
verlara of 1 pupgun Lers. Tie Clurcd b x poing
o wiew i g vested interesl However, conse
vahive culumnist Jumes b Kidpstiich bos
vested ibberesl or reasa B s dppaol the Woeld-
wicke Chunch of Gotd. Elere s bow e susmirized
the case 0 the March 25, 1900, editin ol the
w.a\mnan

. F ever g o
s by Uhe alate ug
gk, s is o,
e Tacls sre ot even signiluastly i dis
st Toward 1he end ul 1978, a schisio devehop-
ed mithn he Laradenin bazed Worldwide
Chuech ot Gig Ve patpurchivn] eadee ol the
Church, B peur old Herbwrt W, Armstruog,
split with b gy peas-old son Garner "Ped Aran
slrang

Nall & dosen dissi
Church coamnplaied T
petoered thal Uie seartor Arastraug
ansniale, fey B, Hud! warte owwr paidd, thai
they were piifering Chatol peapeny, ihat they
S eonspired boosell Chureb progerty st besy
sty Fan value, that they had sbredded
Chusch denusmenis 1o pievent their duclosure,
and that they were Inm.K an Jasury st e ox.
Jense o T Clugeh's JUANKY imeabes
e Warhdwte Chuncd of God, Bihe msay
uther detibhinaliuog, owie 13 PErTIY a8 &
aatn (s o poraton. Under the Law ol Cab
siim, uhl Aok piesgaerty 15 caeeen] v e o

b prabadit Pl i torney greovril o
! Bovevconds Lu de

el the pudilic bas leen deloabed, or of
I Chuech By Laled Lo conp Ay with Laws Fegae
g chanlelic trosly
appacently iinmaterial that & Charch, as
dAunls iram e
cal public, bui srbies anly spou the contn
ligrs neatlereet auross My

e presented o hrazen an
an Uhe liee sxebvise oF fa

butioss ol s qaa

nalun

U b i ol Juin, 5 1579, retired
Jurlpe Sie Woarmult, wveosgrabid by a pla
tooh 0 lawyers irpaesenting 1he six diasidents
dand vbe wblireey geneiad, desceniled wpon the
7iers Weisiian husl @i salon-
swenent Wilhoul g wirdul nutice
i hatl beeiiapjenn led 1l receiven
wader

ter the Church
“He came armed with an er pasde co
directing b (i take pussession anl ceabrol of

the Churet, ipcludaog abl its svse s Lo take over
the management of the Churds Lo Ghe extent
thut fie dvehead netessary in bis sule disceetion,
o sl e Fediilule by By, B s
e (B ol Woeliiu's sl s was Lo fue the
I)\:Jlnrrh " avcrelury Yirgiiia

f

ston
“ur the next seven weehs, until £ huech besd
ety warr alle tu gel the reveivesship Hied cider
4 §ii antlion bend, sgents uf the siale ssamed
will thraugh uenely 7000 seiced dovuments
The attorney geiweal demanded 1hat foraier
Church uticils pesduce Fur ol mspec
rob oy linsacial vecads bal also contidential
papers having to do wilh malters o minstey
and thevlogy--fvr ceample, the sgnablished
gt pevds il s manuscripl, The Doctrines of
the Winldwidg Chureh af God.*

Al + s A Uberel been avvwsed of
ey ugury Lo the puldic health or asfety, the
trinl conrl by stresaed that che Chusct s i
been secused of guy wrongduing, e moat sefi
wars alligat i, Lavang To de weedi the belaw vad
el entutn Tor private g, have beea
sl us fecir buatsay

ne

I iz beyend conuprehension — beyond my
schenisisa, wayh huw the state of Cali
furnin vui asseft a puwet wocontrol what a
Clourch etnployer o paiad That s fies ot the
viery heart uf this cune
he beeibe wliegalon 13 that Anndtreng end
esperially Rulee were “siphigamg oll* Church
fumds threugh then uwn salaries snd pergul-
wites In Weisman's vaew, Hader’s $200.000 gn-
htial sndary wits ‘UL Lagenis. Remarkahily, Weis
man diws adnaitted o bl Fur his secvices da
feveiver gt b $O0LIKKD for the Tseven
weeks” work . whiel ligares tst woan st
ratt: of $AT8XKH Altrneps for Lhe mx dinal
dents who incidentally hnve withitawn lrom
Lhe case are seeking $1794KK) in Fees (o be pusd
from the fruzen Clundd funks

he Chureh's pelitivg for Supreme Court
revies is supported by (nend uf- Ui ot ano-
Linns from Uie Nutinal Danpedd sf Phurches of
Chtist ar! fram 8 nuadwes of Haptist, Methodi-
s, Preshyletian and Kvangelndl bodws. ‘Uhe
gl cisnit was expecied b cogsder the petiua
8l Ms funlerence this past Friday, A decision
voudd b ghiiawed auy day.”

EVEN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Wil DENEFI'T
I TIHE SUPREME COUHT HEARS
OUR ARGUMENTS

Wi, the e mbers of the Worldwide Church of
Cnl, e Ui Gures lisn as clear wd simgple We
du nit believe Ut the State of Calitonie end
Wa wllinney generdl have soy nght, ol or
legad, (o inlerlece with nue religiosus praclices
W du nn seek niembers We du not ash the
pulilic toF muBey, wo never Tave, What money w
mvoleed s oue mvney | given lreely sy us e our
hurah snd it leaders 1ar oses that we ander:
stund and of whicl we Bpprove

Simiilatty, however, we du ot ask anyone to
Agree witl wy o cthe gges ol theokogy nor do we
mak anyune Lo poin willl as 10 undestand g sid
approving the getions of wur Church and iis
lenshers

Ye unly atk 10 be Jeft glune to winship God
and 1u seck Him ST W way, B8 we Delwve
we nre gusranlved snd promised by the Fuost
Amendinent of the Censtitunun of the United
States.

ln thal reque
FILODOKHI Acticaa

This i ter uviness fot the Stale of fur
Thus in e @ B8 prugsond s the ailorney gemeral
This 1 & waste W line and energy We are aol
guilty o wrangdonng We have flul gven been
acrused of woungdinag We wre withing L gomta
vourt, We are sevufe b uu e

W ado cantinuae to wonder, huwever. why the
altoroey gemeral is mad as willing (o sehmat his
arguients T Lhe S Suprrme Court as we
wre

11 you want maose infornation, write (o ue: The
Wurldwide Church of God, Hax 110, Pasadens,
Lahlorvas W1323, or call sug tell-free number,
RG] 4234044, To Caliloris vall collecs 1200
8T

we are gupported by

W o have sume gquestions for Lhe Aftorne
Girneral uf the Mate nf Ualifornis, weile to

Hen. Gevege Denkasejiun
Larras ARl ney Geteral
“agartol Mulh
Sacramieriu, Colifoanis 45814
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MPC REPORT {(Continued from pagc 8.)

Mail for the month of May 1980 is up over 34% comparcd to May of last
yvear—-—and mail for the vear to date is up 12.3% as comparced to 1979. As
of May 19th 793,762 letters have been received. (This includes both
Pasadena and Tucson mail).

Much of this good response is due to the recent renewal stitch-in
envelope in the May PLAIN TRUTH, as well as other cards in the GOOD

NEWS, booklets, etc. Mr. Herbert Armstrong's member/co-worker letter is
bringing in a fine response, with many good comments from our members
and co-workers. The first returns from Mr. Armstrong's S.LE.P. lelter

are alsc beginning to come in, and festival applications are coming in
strong.

Mr. Armstrong's firm leadership and direction in tLhe Church has certainly
given a new sensc of confidence and optimism to the cnlire mailing list.
We definitely see this reflected in the mail and the overall resulls of
the various programs that have been instituted. All in all, the mail
picture is healthy and strong.

——Richard Rice, Mail Processing Center

MAIL, COMMENTS

Many letters received this week highlighted anticipation for the Teast,
appreciation of the G-II trips and changed lives through our various
publications.

~-Mail Processing Center

~ Anticipation Building in Advance of the Feast

I have just received my Festival Information. It will truly be
the greatest Feast vet! My prayers are for a successful and in-

spiring time for all the brethren. And I want to thank you all
for your dedicated work and time in God's Work.

-—Mrs. R.K., {Matheson, CO)

We have just received the application for the coming Feast of
Tabernacles. We are very happy to hear that Big Sandy is available
this year. We are looking forward to camping again in the Pine
Woods. Thank you, Mr. Armstrong, for making it available. There is
Just no joy as camping and fellowshiping with the brethren in the
Pine Woods—--it's fantastic!

-=-Mr. & Mrs. B.T. (Kennard, TX)

I am looking forward to a wonderful Feast in Johnson City, Tennesseel
Thanks for a site closer to home. If we had to though, we'd travel
with a prayer and a few fumes in the gas tank and God would get us
anywhere!

--Barbara K. (Chattanooga, TN)

Enclosed please find a money order for my tithe of the tithe to be
put in the fund that pays for the expenses of having services at the
Feast of Tabernacles. It is hard to believe, but each Feast is
better than the last.

--Noriel W. {(Loudon, NH)
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Brethren Encouraged By C-11 Trips

We anpreciate Mr. Blackwell and Mr. White very much. They were here
[Wilmington, Delaware church] this past Sabbath. Mr. Blackwell backs
yvou 100% and savys go very strongly. He gave us an outstanding sermon
on Peter.

~-Mr. & Mrs. R.H. (Port Depcsit, MD)

I want to express my appreciation to you for sending the team of
Mr. Larry Salyer and Mr., Aaron Dean to our church area [Hagerstown,
MD] last sabbath. The film and the guestion-and-answer session
following it were informative and inspiring. Their visit left us
with a renewed sense of dedication to this great Work, and made me
aware of the fact that each of us, individually, has an lmportant
part to play.

—-~Mrs. C.C. {(Martinshurg, WV)
Would like to take this opportunity to express thanks for letting

us have Mr. John Halford this past Sabbath. It was wonderful to
see and hear of other congregations around the world.

--Donald & Betty H. (Joplin, MO)
Thank you very much for allowing the team to bring the State v.

Church film teo Washington, D.C. It was very enlightening and helped
us to understand what the personnel in Pasadena were going through.

-—Mrs. M.T. {(Washington, D.C.)

Lives Changed Because of Church's Publications

I would like to thank you for the wonderful literature you have
sent me these many years. Without it I would have still been
groping for answers and not finding any.

--Nettie G. (Lucedale, MS)
I am so glad Cod has opened my heart to give freely to Mr.

Armstrong's good work for Cod. His bhooklets have not only opened
my heart, but mind also.

-—-Horace M. (Detroit, MI)

We've had many trials as a family and we need every lift we can get.
It's been very hard for us raising our three sons with our great
financial needs and troubles because of sickness. But, we enjoy
all of your literature. It gives us a great 1ift when we read it.

~--Family (Kenosha, WI)

They [the publications] have helped us in our daily living and
increased our understanding of the life a Christian must lead in
these troubled times.

Mr. & Mrs. E.T. Jr. (Honolulu, HI)

For the first time in my life I have felt I received the right
books and help I was always looking for. I do hope it will be
available to reach many more like myself.

--Teresa B. (Scarsdale, NY)
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ON THE WORLD SCENE

CANADA: POLITICAL CRISIS DEFUSED, BUT MEANWHILE, OUT ON THE PLAINS...

In a resounding manner—--58% to 42%--the concept of "sovereignty-associa-
tion" was defeated by the voters of Quebec. Not only the English-speak-
ing minority, but a majority of Francophones as well, rejected the first-
stage-of-separation policy of the Parti Quebecois. Of the 57 electoral
districts in Quebec that have a population of 90% or more French speakers,
45% voted against the referendum. Thus, PQ Premier and "Yes" forces
champion Rene Levesgque was unable to claim a moral victory, or that French
speakers had been cheated out of victory.

This does not mean therc is clear sailing ahead for Canada by any means.
In fact, Canada's future seems more clouded than ever. Words and phrases
such as "breathing room," "last chance for Canada," and "reserved federal-
ism" fill the air. But what kind of change? No one seems to know. How
much more decentralization, if that's the change needed, will keep Quebec
happy--or resource-rich Alberta? How would greater provincial control
affect the economically declining status of the Maritimecs, dependent as
they are on help from Ottawa?

The referendum battle has left its scars too. Canada's house 1is divided
as never before. As Prime Minister Trudeau said: "We've all lost a bit
in this." Levesque's concession speech was hardly a concession. IHe
insisted that Quebec would become a sovereign state someday. "It will
come," he stressed, "and we will be there for it. But I confess I am in
a bad situation to say exactly how or when."

The Big Drought?

The referendum issue has tended to override what could be an even bigger
crisis brewing not only in Canada, but in the northern tier of the U.S.
Plains States-~-drought.

The grain belt provinces of Saskatchewan, Manitoba and even Alberta are
in the grips of a dry spell that could be disastrous unless allecviated

in two to three weeks. Parts of Saskatchewan, it is reported, have not
had appreciable precipitation for nearly 90 days. Yesterday, according
to Mr. Charles Bryce, the temperature in Regina was nudging 100 degrees.
On May 20, 1979 snow was on the ground. Weather forecasts show no relief
in sight.

Smaller towns have begun to ration water. In most places the wheat has
just come up. But if no rain falls by June 10 at the latest, it could

be a disaster. Canada's agriculture minister, Eugene Whelan, has urged
everyone in the country to pray for rain. An announcement concerning
this will go from our Vancouver office to all the brethren this Pentecost.

S0 watch this budding crisis. Significantly, weather conditions in
Australia have been equally critical in nearly all of that island-conti-
nent's growing areas. And lock what the eruption of Mt. St. Helens did

to localized agricultural and logging operations in Washington. If more
of the Cascade range should "pop off" and spew acidic ash far and wide
across the plains...the mind boggles!

Much of the world depends upon grain exports from the U.S., Canada and

Australia. The propects of a world hunger crisis are thus brought much
-closer.

—-—-Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau



