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$10 Million Yearly Goes Into Economy 

Pasadena Ponders Effect 
If World Church Leaves 

u~ P'\~IEI..\ ~IOHEL.\:'Ii1) 
Herald examiner Staff Writer 

Wllh the financial future of ltll' 
World\, idr Church of God in doubt, 
many Pasadena civic leaders are 
\\orrying about till' economic imp~lCl on 
thr city if thr church moves 3\\ay. 

Thr controversy surrounding till' 
institution has ObSCllrl'd tbe fad that 
the church pumps millions of dollars 
annually into thr city's rconomy and IS 
a major (\0\\ nlm\ n em ployer in thl' clly 
uf 100.000. 

Hrrb('rt W. Armstrong. foundl'r ;Jnd 
It, a d l' r 0 f t h L' ('0 11 t r" \. t' rs i a I 
fundanll'ntalist church. h;IS thn';Ill'nt'd 
to talw thl' church. ttll' nllsslollary 
foundation and its collt'gt'. to Tucson, 
Ariz .. ~l\\ ay frulll 1\ hat hI' conslllers to 
bt.' t roul>kSOtllL' C a 1\ forma ;1 utlwri tit'S 

Armstrong's thrl'at to movl' ttll' 
church canll' aftl'r a JIH1gl' placed It illt" 
rl'C(,IVL'rslup 1\ hen thl' stall' alt(\rm'~' 

gl'neral ch3rgl't\ that sunil' churl'll of 
finals. Indudlng .\rnlstrong. had h,'t'll 

1111shandllng funds. Till' ('hurl'h IS nml 
S('l'KlIlg to OVl'rturn tllL' rl'CI'll\'rshlp 
orckr. 

If thl' church and Its rt'iatl'd 
buslnPssl'S mOH' oul. Iht' loss ('ould 
it';)Vl' I'asadl'na in a finanl'iallurdl . 

.. A mb3ss3dor Collcgp is OTlL' of ttl" 
major taxpayl'rs In thl' city and loss of 
incomr and rl'vpnu,' \Ioul<l Ill' 
unfortunatp and dl'lrHlII'ntal to city 
gOH'rnnll'nl," said Wllli;ml Bog:l:ml. 
nlPl1Ibl'r of the Pasadena Boarli of City 
DlrL'l'tors. 

The (,l1Ibattied church pumps an 
estimated $10 millilln 111\0 l'as:ldell:I's 
rCOIlOI1l), each Yl'ar through salanl's. 
taxes and supplies purl'h:lsl'd from 
10('al l1Il'rehants. BlISln('~s I,'adl'rs in 
thl' foothill coml1lunity say tll,'y cannot 
l'slimatl' hfl\1 many nlillions of dolbrs 
In rl'lall'd service'S till' churl'll has 
dralln to thl'an'a, 

A church·owned and -operated data
processing rentl'r is ('onsidl 'fL'd to Ill' 
one t1f Soutl1l'rll Callforni;l's fllll'S\. TIll' 
church's systl'nt is so efficient th:11 till' 
city of Pasadena USl'S II 10 slore SOIH,' of 
Its n'conts. 

" printmg plant II Ilen' !lIO munlhly 
nlag;wines and a II l'eK I) lll'll spapl'r a rl' 
publislll'd and a tl'll'vision stuliio 111ll'n' 
the syndlcalL'd progranl "Thl' World 
TOlllornm" is produCl'd l'tJIlIPOSl' 
:moth,'r part of the Armstrullg l'l1Iplre 
111 Pasa(kna. 

TIll' churl'h also 0\\ IlS 1;'>0 tu ~oo 

Amba<;sar!or (nllt'gl' .\IHtilnrlulI1 has bt'('uIlW a l11ajur ('ullurallandmark. 

Thl' fhurl'h UII ns at I!'ast 150 rt'si(\t-Ill't's Slll'h as this in area around tht' l'a mpu ... 

p:]rl'l'ls of prillll' rl'Sltil'l1tl:i\ prl\pl'rt~· In 
tIll' Orang!' (;rtl\'l' ,\\\'1111'-' ;ll'l'a 
surrollndlng til,' ~1.1 ;I{'rt' ,\lllh:ISS;lllnr 
Cnlkgl' l'allilnlS .\\,'r:lgl' 1:11\1" til 
hOIlIl'S 111 tht' cl"g;ll1t turll (If tlll'
century lll'iglllJllrllt 'PLI I S ~ U).IJOII 

Ttll' World\\ Itll' CIlIII'!'h FOIIIl,LIIII111 
also Il;ts tnl't\ tu SPl'I'IILI'" III I '<I~,:Idl'I1:] 
r,'al ('statl' \\Ill'n Ihl' fl'dl'r;iI 
gnlL'rnl1ll'llt \\ :tnit'd to 11111,,:111 tilt' \h\a 
til'! ,\rroyo Ilot('1. a ~(lil 1'011111 1-'011111' 
strut'lurl' usnl ;h :111 .\III1Y 1111SpiLI1 
during \\nrld \\ar II. IIll' World\\!,h' 
Church "frc'rl'd 10 purch:],,!' thl' IJllllltll1g 
and chan', " Intll a dOrlllltory 

It II <lsn't until public IIppositllHl til th(' 
s:IIL' lll" :l111(' 10l':11 that tlie gOH'rnllll'nl 
rlll'lIkd not to s(,11 thl' tllllldllig to the 
l'Il\IITll for ~1. 

'To sa.,' l':ls:lIkna and lIl'rhl'rt 
.\rnl~tron,g han' 1>,'('0 11 Il' ilion' tll:ln 
1'0/:-' ('llflipalllons IS to say It Ililldly," 
s;1I(1 a l'as;ldl'na Cit\' Hall starfl'r. , .. 

i\t)I\ C1l;lIlIhl'r of Conlllien'('offIClals 
:I!'t' \\ornl'd that 1111.' (\t'P:lrtUrt' of Ihl' 
dllirch 1\I.uld dlilltp iUO ('Olll'gl' and 
fOlindat!lIn I'l1lp!t):"I'S Intp Ih,' Job 
11iarKl'l 

(Conlinul'd on I'agt' .\·Ii. (ul. ~l 
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CH'URCH 
........ It. • 

(( Olltlnuf"d rro In lP.gt ,\.~ ~. 

"Wl' can't k('('l) our IIt'ads in the sMd 
;l~"ut this:' :saId Holf" ,\mhYnI, cxP('ullvc 
di.n:'l:tor or thl' l'asat1~na' Chanlbt--r of 
Con IntC'r('l'. "WI' 11::1'111' ;} e()ntmltt~ sct up 
"itl'in th(' rhanltJ. .. ·r thil' '",ould qU!cl;ly h('lp 
In keepLng the continuity 01' cntploynt<'l'll. 
They n:'p!'\'~~:'nt a !.I.l~lbh' lIu!1,!x-r or tl!tnlsof 
fK'oplt' Yo ho \.\ nrk in our d')\~nto""fI, :lind ""f.' 
\~I)\Jld h,ltc to S{'{' so",,,,hmg IIkc that hap
P('il. " 

. We hopI' t~'l' dllJrTh ,"It)<",n't Il't1v('. Th('y 
II;} ':\' hN.'Il:1 g()l)t1 :l nd V:I IIK'd n<'igh hor in 
rh, l'olll;·llt1<lH.,.·· ,\ mh~ nl said. 

WlK'n Hc'rh.'rt Arnlslrong drcidl'!1 20 
Yl.',trs ? J:;o 1 () (II n.'t't h '.S ('Ol pm' rrolll 

Pa:Dd<'na,lw beg.in purchasing proP(~rty on 
Ihl' IH'!;krn tM)nJ(-r or 0.'1'", nto""" Pas:Hwna, 
One city oCfJl'lal 1.'I':lr:l('krlu·d th.~ ~I~a as 
hC'in/! "lac!..y and run dOl,l,n" ""h(,11 
.\rn [-;twng ent('red the pu:1urp. 

1',It'1l: (ontnhIJtil)ns fronl churrh 
fnlhl\pr'i, :\rn,'.trOI1e:. his tlO\\ (':t(. 

('orlinlUnlcatNl son. l,3rl1<~rl('d; al1(] 
3ttl)rnc'y Stanl<>y k,l(l('r built a n'OOcm 46-
3(1"(' roll<'f,!(' cantpllS (,ol'!lpl{'(.~ l,I,ith an 
JC'OUSliC'3I1y pcrfed performing arts 
au(htoriunl and a sY~l'nt of dahoratl' 
fountains, all sd In a IlH1nlcUn.'11landscap..'d 
!I('t!ing. 

"'It's a lwautiru\ institution:' said 
archltfft and Padas('na ('it)' brl..'ltrd nlemlK'r 
:'rlortiMl('r "'Tin," M3tth('\~s. "ThC'y ('a nil' in 
anrl r(,OO\':lI<'d buildrn~s and built nl'~ ones, 
It \l.ould II(' \'I~ry dltrl('U/t 10 find ('Mnts ~ho 
"'ould krep up tlw .'nlpt'rty in till' san,l' 
lila n nl.'r .. 

H LJnlOl"S :lMut the fdt(' 01 \he I ZOOsludl'nt 
C'JI""J>Us if ttl,' ('hllrC h l1<I1('~ lc':lVt' haw 
spread throughout l'as3o(,M. $on\(' say 
adrJlinistrat.or.- at I'asnd,~na City ('011('1;1' 
a;~ C')'I'ing th(' land as :l " .. tpr,llal s'.'<'Ond 
(';JnlPUS, 

otn('rs "P('(UI3\(' thai l:SC tllight buy ttl(' 
~~h(J1Io p!acl' :md use it for [').;tcnsion fO\Jr~. 

"OlX' tinl(' i r;)(,l'tif)lIsly s."lld "1' ShH<Jld try 
and get (;Jmt'r T('(j b;)l"~ In run tIll' SdIOOI,"' 

snir.l Bog;l;lrd ... J dont knov. If he \HlU!d 

fN'elH' till' S<:Inll' fin:m..-\;l\ ~\lPP()rt <0'$ hl~ 
fnlhf'r rtid but I umkntant! n,n' h<' II: SUI> 
plSl~1 til h<' n V('~· inSr'iralion:.aII{-.'1dl'r. " 


