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Letters 
"Personal" on Balaam 

Your " Personal" in the latest Good 
News [January] was something I had not 
reali zed. 1 had thought that Balaam was 
God's prophet. More important , though, 
is that we do need to go the opposite 
direction from the wrong ways of living. 
We humans tend to go the way of Ba­
laam. 

Tom Wallace 
Eagar, Ariz. 

"Earth's Oldest Living Things" 

Just wanted to let you know what a 
wonderful article you [published] in the 
Janu ary Good News, titled "Earth 's 
Oldest Livi ng Things - What They 
Teach Us." 1 was very deeply thankful fo r 
the quote from Mr. [Herbert W.] Arm­
strong that " God does not call people as a 
favor, but because he has something fo r 
them to do," I, too, want to remember 
that so 1 put it in the front of my Bible so 
that every time it is opened, 1 will be 
reminded of th at. 

Debi Montgomery 
Tulsa, Okla. 

" Why Do Some Pillars Fall?" 

1 must make a response to something 
said in Victor Root's article, " Why Do 
Some Pillars Fall ?" [January]. 

It just struck me greatly that Jesus' 
prophecy in Matthew 24: 14 (" And this 
gos pe l of th e kin gd o m s h all be 
preached .. , ") was a great big vote of 
confidence and trust to the Phil adelphia 
era that they would be close to God and 
drawing on His strength to get the job 
done. 

Our elder brot her surely does encour­
age and direct us in so many ways . 

Mary Lou Baltosser 
West Unity, Ohio 

"Why God Hates Gossip" 
Your article, " Why God Hates Gos­

sip! " [January] really hit home and 
should be an example to all of us. 

This one part I have cut out to remind 
me dail y: " But there is no excuse for us in 
God's Church to behave like those who do 
not have God's Spirit. We must always 
tell the truth . We must never say any­
thing that could hurt or harm our neigh­
bo r s, neve r gos s ip , neve r spr ead 
rumors." 

Thanks to you, I will add th is to my 
dail y prayers to ask God to help me 
become stronger in all thi s. 

Lucie de Ruyter 
Ocracoke, N.C. 



D o YOU HAVE problems, 
difficulties, troubles? 

Some seem to think 
God's people meet no trials or 
tests but are blessed with contin­
ual smooth sai ling. 

In my personal responsibilities in 
the conduct of this great, important, 
always growing Work of God, I have 
not found it a smooth, easygoing road 
with no difficulties . 1 have encoun­
tered repeated trials , problems, 
tests. 

There have been critical crises. 
There has been real persecution. 
There has been deliberate, vicious, 
lying, unprincipled misrepresenta­
tion. One enemy printed and circu­
lated a list of 20 things he claimed 1 
believed and taught - and I didn't 
believe or teach a single one of 
them. 

I n this Work of the living GOD there 
has been deceitful , malicious, ruthless 
opposition. Obstacles have had to be 
hurdled frequently . Problems con­
sta ntly require solution . It has 
required unwavering faith , persever­
ance, determination, constant prayer 
for guidance and reliance on God for 
both direction and protection. 

Does the Bible teach smooth sail­
ing for true Christians whom God is 
using? Did the men of God, whose 
lives pleased God, as recorded in the 
Bible, have only an easy time of it, or 
were they constantly meeting trials, 
tests, troubles of every sort - being 
continually forced to cry out to God 
for deliverance? 

And WHY? 
Listen to God's own instruction: 
"MANY are the afflictions of the 

righteous: but the Lord delivereth 
him out of them all" (Ps. 34: 19). 

"For I was envious at the foolish, 
when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked .. . . They are not in trouble as 
other men . . . Behold, these are the 
ungodly, who prosper in the world; 
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they increase in riches .. . . For all the 
day long have I been plagued, and 
chastened every morning" (Ps. 73:3-
14) . 

"We must through much tribula­
tion enter into the kingdom of God" 
(Acts 14:22) . 

"All that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution" 
(II Tim. 3:12). 

"If we SUFFER, we shall also reign 
with him" (II Tim. 2:12) . 

"For as the sufferings of Christ 
abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ. And whether 
we be afflicted, it is for your consola­
tion and salvation, which is effectual 
in the enduring of the same suffer­
ings which we also suffer" (II Cor. 
1:5-6). 

But is God unfair? Does He hate 
Christians and punish them, while 
He loves the ungodly and prospers 
them? Not at all! 

There is great purpose in the trials, 
tests, tribulations and sufferings the 
Christian must endure. For these are 
the very means of strengthening 
CHARACTER - of developing fine, 
upstanding, strong Christians. 

God does not bless the ungodly with 
wealth - they acquire it usually in one 
or both of two ways: by setting their 
hearts and minds on acquiring it and 
following through this purpose to the 
exclusion of all else, until, without 
realizing it, the pursuit of MONEY 
becomes the pursuit of their god, 
destroying the soul; or by dishonest 
means. 

But God does bless those who seek 
Him first - not always with great 
money and wealth, but always, in the 
end, with material prosperity they 
would not have had otherwise. "Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness;" admonished Jesus, 
"and all these things [material pros­
perity in shelter, food, clothing] shall 
be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33). 
That is Jesus' PROMISE. 

God loves to see His servants pros­
pering. He says so through David and 
John. He corrects and chastens every 
son whom He loves. He allows His 
true children to suffer much - to fall 
into troubles, difficulties, to face 
trials and tests for their strengthen­
ing. 

But if we endure these tests, hard 
though they may be - and if we seek 
first our God, His righteousness and 
His Kingdom, putting material inter­
ests second in our hearts, then in His 
own due time God will always pros­
per His children even in a material 
way! 

" But we glory in tribulations also: 
knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience" (Rom. 5:3). Therefore it 
produces GOOD in and for us. 

"My brethren, count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations 
[alternate translation : "t rials"] ; 
Knowing this, that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience" (las. 1:2-3). 

"Beloved, think it not strange con­
cerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you : But rejoice" 
(I Pet. 4:12-13) . 

If you had to choose between 
receiving gold valued at $50,000 or a 
great trouble to test your faith, which 
would you choose? The gold? You'd 
make the wrong choice if you did. 

God says, through Peter: " . .. the 
trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that peri sheth, 
though it [the trial of faith] be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appear­
ing of Jesus Christ" (I Pet. 1:7) . 

Moses suffered affliction in order 
to lead the children of God, choosing 
this rather than the riches of the 
king's palace and the pleasures of sin 
for a season . 

David suffered constant criticism 
and false accusation, his enemies con­
tinually tried to unseat him and his 

(Continued on page 29) 



What Is 
the True Gospel? 

What is the true Gospel that Jesus 
preached? Did Paul preach a different gospel . 
to the gentiles? Here, at last, is made plain 

the truth about the Kingdom of God. 

WHY SHOULD there be 
such perplexity -

such confusion - in 
every phase of life today? 

It should be the function of 
religion to point the way. Yet 
here, too, we find only confu­
sion of tongues - hundreds of 
religious denomin a tion s and 
sects, in a Babylon of disagree­
ment. 

Even in the professing Christian 
religion of the Western world, we 
find different sects and denomina­
tions preaching a variety of different 
GOSPELS! 

Some designate their gospel as 
" The Gospel of Jesus Christ." Others 
call their gospel "The Gospel of Sal­
vation." Still others profess " The 
Gospel of Grace," some "The Gospel 
of the Kingdom." 

WHY HAVE THEY LOST THE ONLY 
TRUE GOSPEL THAT GOD SENT BY 
JESUS CHRIST? WHY ? 

How many Gospels are there? 

Does it make any difference which 
gospel we believe? 

Listen to the answer of the eternal 
God, as inspired in Paul's letter to the 
Galatians - the first chapter, the 
eighth verse: 

" But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that which we have 
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preached unto yo u , let him be 
accursed. " 

And it is made a double curse! For 
the next verse says, "So say I now 
again, If any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed. " 

WHY, then, has the world lost sight 
of that Gospel? WHY do people 
believe different gospels today? 

This is an astounding, incred ible 
situation! It ought to shake you out of 
passive indifference. YOUR eternity is 
at stake! This is not an inconsequen­
tial, unimportant matter! 

Jesus Christ said it is necessary to 
BELIEVE THE GOSPEL to be saved! Yet 
the many - the hundreds of millions 
- today do not know what that Gos­
pel is! 

Again, His parting commission to 
His apostles, being sent out as His 
ministers to build His Church, was 
this : "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel" (Mark 16:15). 
They were to preach THE GOSPEL. 

Jesus then said, "He that BELIEV­
ETH and is baptized shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (verse 16). 

Notice! Jesus said, "He that 
BELIEVETH." Believeth what? Why, 
BELIEVETH that which they 
PREACHED, of course - THE GOSPEL! 
Not a gospel. Not any gospel. THE 
Gospel! 

On the authority of Jesus Christ, 
it is necessary to believe THAT PRE-

CISE, IDENTICAL GOSPEL in order to 
be saved! And to BELIEVE the true 
Gospel, we must first come to KNOW 
what it is! 

Now with whom, and from where, 
and to whom, did the true Gospel 
originate? With Christ? No, not with 
Christ! 

The message sent from heaven 

God the Father had promised to 
send a messenger into this world 
from heaven, bearing a message from 
HIM - God the FATHER! 

God had promised that in Malachi 
3:1 : 

"Behold , I will send my messen­
ger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me [and that messenger, as 
explained in Mark 1 :2, was John the 
Baptist, preparing the way before 
Jesus Christ] : and the LORD, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, EVEN THE MESSENGER OF THE 
COVENANT, whom ye delight in ." 

The very first sermon by which 
God had the Gospel preached to gen­
tiles, when Peter was sent to the 
house of the gentile Cornelius , 
recorded in the 10th chapter of the 
book of Acts , gives us very explicit 
directions for locating the one and 
only TRUE GOSPEL. 

Open your own Bible! I want you 
to read this with your own eyes! This 
is what the inspired Peter said, as 
recorded in Acts 10:36-37: "The 
word which GOD sent unto the chil-
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dren of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) That 
word, I say, ye know, which was pub­
lished throughout all Judaea, and 
began from Galilee, after the baptism 
which John preached." 

Which Gospel did Jesus preach? 

Notice carefully these points: 
I) With whom did this message -

this Gospel - originate? Peter said: 
"The word which GOD sent." 

2) To WHOM did God send it? 
Peter said "unto the children of 
Israel." Although now, I 0 years later, 
this same Gospel was being opened 
up to gentiles of ALL nations, origi­
nally it was sent to the CHILDREN OF 
ISRAEL, and it was sent by GOD the 
FATHER. It did not originate with 
Jesus Christ, nor with Peter, nor with 
the apostle Paul. It was sent by God 
the Father of Jesus Christ! 

3) By WHOM was it sent? Who was 
the divine Messenger who brought 
and preached the message? Peter said 
"by Jesus Christ." Jesus Christ was 
the divine MESSENGER . Malachi 
called Him the Messenger of the 
COVENANT. 

That message, then, is the NEW cov­
enant message, for Moses was the 
mediator of the old covenant, and Jesus 
Christ of the NEW, as affirmed by 
many scriptures. This message, then, is 
the NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL. 

Now, 4) WHERE was it first 
preached? To what geographical 
location shall we look for its begin­
ning? Peter said it " began from Gali­
lee." Yes, GALILEE, then, is the place 
where it was first preached . Not 
Jerusalem! Galilee! 

When did Jesus begin to preach 
this particular Gospel in Galilee? 
Peter said "after the baptism which 
John preached." The true GOSPEL of 
the NEW covenant, then, did not 
begin with John the Baptist. It began 
after John had completed his baptis­
mal ministry. 

Now these very definite directions 
lead us directly to the first chapter of 
Mark. The first verse tells us this is 
the record of the BEGINNING of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Then it 
relates the baptizing ministry of 
John, preaching, NOT the Gospel, but 
"the baptism of repentance," which 
prepares the way for the GOSPEL that 
the living God sent by Jesus Christ 
(verse 4). 
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And then we come to verses 14 and 
15: "Now after that John was put in 
prison" - there is the exact TIME for 
the beginning of the preaching of the 
TRUE GOSPEL - "JESUS" - there is 
the divine Messenger BY whom God 
sent it - "came into GALILEE" -
THE PRECISE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCA­
TION. 

SO we now have the TIME, the Isra­
elites residing there TO WHOM God 
sent the message, the PLACE and the 
MESSENGER - so whatever we find 
Jesus preaching here IS THE ONE AND 
ONLY TRUE GOSPEL. 

And what do we read ? "Jesus 
came into Galilee, PREACHING THE 
GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD, 
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and 
the KINGDOM OF GOD is at hand: 
REPENT YE, and BELIEVE THE GOS­
PEL." 

Notice, Jesus said, "Believe THE 
GOSPEL"! 

WHA T Gospel? The one He was 
proclaiming - "the gospel of the 
kingdom of God." 

But, one may ask, don't we need to 
believe on Jesus? Of course. Other 
scriptures teach that. But at this par­
ticular time Jesus said we must 
believe Him - believe what He said 
- believe the Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God! 

Some believed on Jesus, but did 
not believe Jesus - did not believe 
what He SAID (John 7:31, 8:30-31, 
46) . 

What about the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ? 

But if the one and only TRUE Gos­
pel is the Gospel of the Kingdom of 
God, what about the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ? Is that a false gospel? 

Not at all. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the Gospel He brought as 
God's Messenger - the Gospel He 
proclaimed is the Gospel of the King­
dom of God. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is NOT 
man's gospel ABOUT the PERSON of 
Christ. 

It is CHRIST'S Gospel - the Gos­
pel Jesus PREACHED - the Gospel 
GOD SENT by Him, and therefore it is 
also called, in Scripture, the Gospel 
of God. The Gospel of God is God's 
Gospel - His message - His good 
news that He sent by Jesus. 

Also the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
Christ's Gospel - the Gospel Christ 

brought from God - the Gospel He 
proclaimed. 

We hear a great deal today of the 
gospel of MEN about the PERSON of 
Jesus Christ - confining the mes­
sage solely to the things ABOUT Jesus. 
As a result, millions believe on 
Christ who do not BELIEVE CHRIST! 
But Jesus' Gospel IS HIS MESSAGE! 

And yet it was not only His, but 
His FATHER'S who sent Him, as He 
Himself said. In John 12:49-50, Jesus 
said: 

"I have not spoken of myself; but 
the Father which sent me, HE gave 
me a commandment, what I should 
say, and what I should speak. And I 
know that HIS commandment is life 
everlasting: whatsoever I speak there­
fore, even as the Father said unto me, 
so I speak." 

Yes, the Father SENT Jesus bearing a 
message, which is the good news of THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD. Jesus is God's 
Spokesman - the WORD that was 
made flesh and lived, and taught, on 
this earth! In John 14:24 Jesus said, 
"The word which ye hear is NOT MINE, 
but the Father's which sent me." 

And, descriptive of the religion of 
the Old Testament and the GOSPEL 
of the NEW, it is written in Luke 
16: 16, "The law and the prophets 
were UNTIL JOHN: since that time the 
KINGDOM OF GOD is preached." 

What is the Kingdom of God? 

And yet there are some in this 
modern day of religious confusion 
who believe the Gospel of the KING­
DOM OF GOD is not for this age -
this New Testament time of grace. 
They reject and therefore do not 
BELIEVE the true Gospel as Jesus 
commanded and thereby reject the 
very <.:onditions to SALVATION, saying 
the Gospel of the KINGDOM is a gos­
pel for some future age yet to come. 

But as the apostle Paul said to the 
Thessalonians, I would not have you 
to be IGNORANT of the very Gospel 
that alone can bring us eternal life! 

There was a definite TIME for the 
beginning of the Gospel - since 
John. The law and the prophets were 
UNTIL John. Since John's special pre­
paratory ministry, the KINGDOM OF 
GOD is preached. 

There was a definite TIME for this 
true New Testament Gospel to begin. 
And after John was put in prison, 
Jesus came into Galilee, saying, "The 
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TIME is fulfilled," and preaching the 
Gospel. 

And so now, WHAT is that Gos­
pel? 

The English word gospel comes 
from the word godspel. and means 
GOOD NEWS. Daily, we read the NEWS 
of world happenings - mostly BAD 
news! We live in a troubled, chaotic 
world. And the very BEST news you can 
hear in this day, or any other, is the 
GOOD NEWS of the KINGDOM OF GOD. 

But what is a KINGDOM? Primari­
ly, it is a GOVERNMENT - a NATION 
and the GOVERNMENT that rules it. 
And especially in this biblical sense, 
there is the DUAL sense of the 
NATION, including all its subjects or 
citizens, and the GOVERNMENT by 
which it is ruled. Again - in BIBLE 
usage, a kingdom is often a family 
from a single parent grown into a 
NATION. 

Four things are necessary to consti­
tute a KINGDOM: 1) the TERRITORY, 
with its specific location and definite 
boundary lines, with 2) a KING or 
supreme ruler or governing agent, rul­
ing over 3) SUBJECTS or citizens within 
that territorial jurisdiction, with 4) 
LA WS and a form of GOVERNMENT. 

If we leave out anyone of these 
vital requisites, we do not have, and 
cannot BELIEVE, the true GOSPEL for 
this time. 

We must know whether the King­
dom of God is here NOW, or coming 
later; whether its territory is THE 
EARTH, or up in heaven; whether it is 
a literal kingdom of human mortals, 
or a kingdom of immortals; whether 
it is literal or figurative, real or 
unreal. 

And on many of these things, a 
great many people are ALL MIXED 
up! 

But now what about the Gospel of 
GRACE - the Gospel of SALV A­
TION? 

Born into the Kingdom 

Notice, when Nicodemus came to 
Jesus secretly, as recorded in John 
the third chapter, Jesus said to him: 
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be BORN AGAIN, he 
cannot see the KINGDOM OF GOD" 
(verse 3). 

Jesus was proclaiming the KING­
DOM OF GOD - explaining a most 
important phase of it. 

As Paul wrote to the church at 
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Corinth in I Corinthians 15:50, flesh 
and blood - that is, a mortal human 
- cannot enter INto the Kingdom of 
God. 

The Church, then, cannot be the 
Kingdom of God, for it is composed 
of flesh-and-blood mortals. It is not, 
either, an ethereal something "set up 
in the hearts of men." 

Jesus went on to show Nicodemus 
that we who are born of the flesh ARE 
flesh - just mortal flesh and blood. 
We were BORN that way - HUMAN 
- MORTAL. 

But it is possible for us to be BORN 
AGAIN - next time, not as a mortal 
flesh-and-blood baby, but born of the 
SPIRIT. Then we shall be spirit -
composed of spirit! 

Now in the fourth chapter of John 
we read that GOD is a SPIRIT (verse 
24). The Kingdom of GOD is com­
posed of those BORN of GOD. And as I 
have explained previously, GOD is not 
a single person, but the Hebrew word 
for God, Elohim. portrays God as a 
FAMILY of persons - a single family, 
or kingdom. but composed of MORE 
than one person. 

We have the mineral kingdom, the 
plant kingdom, the animal kingdom. 
The Bible reveals an angel kingdom. 
created by God and composed of spir­
it, not matter. 

And then, high above all, is the 
very CREATING Kingdom - the GOD 
Kingdom, or, in other words, THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD! 

God is REPRODUCING HIMSELF! 
God created man in GOD'S IMAGE, so 
that man may become impregnated, 
BEGOTTEN and, by a resurrection, be 
BORN as an immortal, SPIRIT-COM­
POSED person in the KINGDOM OF 
GOD. 

The apostle Paul made very plain 
to the Corinthians that while mortal 
flesh and blood cannot inherit, or 
enter into, the Kingdom of God, that 
through the resurrection of those 
BEGOTTEN BY THE HOLY SPIRIT OF 
GOD during this mortal life, this 
MORTAL then puts on IMMORTALITY, 
and we, like the very God Himself, 
become IMMORTAL, INCORRUPTIBLE, 
actually, literally, BORN of God's 
Spirit INTO the very GOD FAMILY. 

Conditions of entering 

Now, HOW may we enter into that 
glorious KINGDOM? 

Jesus came preaching the Gospel 

of the Kingdom of God, and saying 
"REPENT" and "BELIEVE THE GOS­
PEL." 

Just TWO things we do - REPENT 
and BELIEVE. We must BELIEVE the 
Gospel, and that means also believing 
on JESUS CHRIST, the KING of the 
Kingdom of God, and coming KING 
of kings over all the families of the 
earth. It means believing in Him as 
personal SAVIOR, as High Priest now 
and as coming KING. 

But to repent is to completely 
CHANGE THE MIND in respect to SIN, 
and "sin is the transgression of the 
LAW" (I John 3:4) - the law of GOD 
by which God RULES the Kingdom. 

It means a total, complete CHANGE 
OF MIND AND OF LIFE. It means we 
REPENT of transgressing the rule, the 
will, the laws, of GOD. What did 
Jesus say to the young man who 
asked Him HOW to inherit eternal 
life? He said, "IF thou wilt enter into 
life, KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS" 
(Matt. 19: 17). 

He went on to show that He 
referred to the TEN COMMAND­
MENTS, God's great SPIRITUAL LAW, 
summing up, in principle, the WHOLE 
duty of righteous living. 

It is a WAY OF LIFE, and a way 
contrary to human nature and to the 
ways and customs of this world! It is 
the basic spiritual law and way of life 
of the KINGDOM OF GOD - the WAY 
to peace of mind, to world peace, to 
happiness, prosperity and JOY - the 
WAY to eternal life. 

Kingdom of God to 
be preached TODAY 

Yes, JESUS proclaimed and taught 
the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD. But did He command His min­
isters, in BUILDING HIS CHURCH, to 
preach this same Gospel? Quickly let 
us notice the Scriptures. 

Luke 9:1-2: "Then he called his 
twelve disciples together ... And he 
sent them to PREACH THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD." 

Luke 10:1-2,9: "After these things 
the Lord appointed other seventy also, 
and sent them two and two before his 
face into every city and place, whither 
he himself would come. 

"Therefore said he unto 
them . . . heal the sick that are there­
in, and say unto them, The KINGDOM 
OF GOD is come nigh unto you." 

(Continued on page 29) 
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How to 
Handle Conflict 

Christians are promised troubles and conflicts! 
How can we handle personal conflicts so 

as to qualify for God's Kingdom of peacemakers? 

Y:0u've heard it 
before - "If it 
be possible, as 

much as lieth in you, 
live peaceably with 
all men" (Rom. 
12:18). 

This command of 
God's Word is no small 
order for those trying 
to live the way Jesus 
taught! 

The Christian life is 
often punctuated with 
sharp clashes and con­
flicts: Sabbath employ­
ment problems. School 
schedules versus God's 
Holy Days. Explaining 
three tithes to unconverted 
mates. Returning Christ­
mas gifts. Office Halloween parties. 
In-law conflicts, especially where only 
one mate is a member. 

The list is long. Conflict, real or 
potential, is very much interwoven 
into our lives as we struggle to disen­
gage ourselves from "this present 
world" (II Tim. 4: 1 0) . 

The fact is that Christians are 
promised trouble (John 16:33, Acts 
14:22). It is a required course. 

How, then, can we fulfill Romans 
12:18? 

Apply the living laws 

God, in the treasure chest that is 
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His precious Word, unlocks piercing 
insights into human behavior, strate­
gy that, when applied, steers a Chris­
tian through much enervating con­
flict (Rom. 15:4). 

What are the sound principles that, 
if applied, "give subtiity to the sim­
ple, to the young man [the inexper­
ienced] knowledge and discretion" 
(Prov. 1:4)? Let's study some of the 
most important. 

Yet note well this fact: Learning to 
handle or reduce conflict requires 
major changes in mental and emo­
tional approaches, over a period of 
time. No gimmickry or cure-ails lie 

hidden in the Word of 
God. Rather, the chal­
lenge is to search out and 
apply living laws of 
human relations. 

To those willing to pay 
the price, the living Word 
of God, Jesus Christ -
the Prince of peace Him­
self - promises overall 
success in resolving life's 
thorny situations (Rom. 
16:20). 

Let 's examine these 
important keys . 

Strive for a balanced, 
realistic approach to 
life 

This is a broad but vital 
area. Even carnal human 
beings who make a sin­
cere effort to overcome 

selfishness and immaturity find a 
payoff (Eccl. 2:13-14). These are the 
real achievers in society. 

What is a balanced view of reality ? 
I Corinthians 13:11 defines it: 
"When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child: but when I 
became a man, I put away childish 
things . " 

What childish things must we put t 
away before we can reach maturity ? ~ 

Ponder this : Sweet, gentle infants ~ 
are sometimes demanding, inconsid- ~ 
erate and dictatorial. They don ' t lie in ~ 
their cribs thinking: ''I'm hungry. ~ 
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But it's 3 a.m., and Daddy's had a 
hard day. If I cry out I may wake up 
my brothers and sisters, and Mommy 
will miss sleep." We don't expect 
totally mature reactions from little 
children. 

Personal growth means rejecting 
the selfish, inconsiderate responses of 
childhood and developing an ap­
proach characterized more by consid­
eration for other's feelings - an 
accommodating, conciliatory atti­
tude, a willingness to wait and suffer 
inconvenience, a nondictatorial ex­
pression of basic needs. 

This is progress! This is trans­
forming the reactions of get by the 
strategy of give (Acts 20:35) . Sad to 
say, many people do not outgrow 
childish reactions and responses . 
Only a handful achieve responsible 
adulthood. 

Immaturity is costly! Sooner or lat­
er we all are thwarted in the expres­
sion of desires, lawful or unlawful. 
Selfish disillusionment sets in. A 
hardness forms within us (Heb. 
3: 13). The beautiful childlike atti­
tudes of innocence, trust and wonder 
wither. 

All because, to one degree or 
another, we selfishly felt let down by 
life - or how we felt our lives should 
go. Since our lives revolve so much 
around selfish gratification (Ps. 
39:5), we are ripe for absorbing the 
satanic spirit (Eph. 2:2). 

This is how cynicism and bitter­
ness start. Continual defeats and dis­
illusionments crush the basic opti­
mism of the human spirit (Eccl . 
7:29). The world is harsher, crasser, 
more ignoble than we imagined . 
Good guys don't always win! 

"There is a vanity which is done 
upon the earth; that there be just 
men , unto whom it happeneth 
according to the work of the wicked: 
again, there be wicked men, to whom 
it happeneth according to the work of 
the righteous" (Eccl. 8:14) . The rip­
off society triumphs. 

We then react selfishly, like 
spoiled children. "Everybody's doing 
it. I might as well get my share!" Too 
bad. 

Solomon, the wisest man who ever 
lived, enjoyed a balanced view of real­
ity - a truly mature outlook. Notice 
Ecclesiastes 8: 12: "Though a sinner 
do evil an hundred times, and his 
days be prolonged, yet surely I know 
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that it shall be well with them that 
fear God." 

How true! This perspective on life 
rallies our sometimes sagging zeal to 
fight on in the face of anguish and 
seeming futility. 

Some people reading this article 
are single parents, some are married 
to alcoholics, some mourn loved ones 
lost in unexpected tragedies. How 
easy to feel life has dealt us a raw deal 
and fall into a " what's the use" atti­
tude (I Cor. 15:32). 

Yet God counsels, "Surely there is 
an end; and thine expectation shall 
not be cut off" (Prov. 23:18) . God's 
Word is emphatic: Every human 
being will give account for his physi­
cal life (II Cor. 5:10) . 

So take heart amidst life's difficul­
ties! Conflicts and trials force us back 
to God to learn wisdom, vision, deter­
mination and faith. They refine our 
sometimes flawed and unsteady char­
acter (las. 1 :2). Learning to handle 
conflict is a vital facet of character. 
The lessons will last for all eternity 
(II Cor. 4:17). 

Accept your responsibility 

"But it's all the other person's 
fault!" some complain. "I didn't do a 
thing. I'm dealing with a hopeless 
case." 

In cases of alcoholism, wife beating 
or sexual abuses, major fault usually 
lies on one side, and such trouble­
makers have an amazing ability to 
make others, especially their mates, 
feel guilty. God's Word clearly con­
demns the incorrigible (Isa. 57:20-
21 ). 

Most conflict, however, especially 
in marriage, is not usually that stark­
ly one-sided. It takes two to tangle, as 
they say. Even in conflicts over the 
Sabbath, unconverted mates, tithing 
and school problems, we still bear a 
certain responsibility . 

Why is this? For the simple reason 
that none of us approach and handle 
these delicate areas with perfect tact, 
sensitivity and balance ("for there is 
no man that sinneth not" - I Kings 
8:46). This is a spiritual matter! 

Human relations is no precise 
science like engineering or architec­
ture. Why? For the simple reason 
that human beings are largely crea­
tures of emotion, bristling with preju­
dices, unwarranted assumptions and 
hostility. Thus we are obligated to 

possess a measure of timing, discre­
tion and diplomacy. 

Yet how often do we enter delicate 
areas of life - parent-teacher meet­
ings, asking for time off work, cor­
recting a family member - without 
the skill and subtilty God provides 
free of charge (Prov. 1:1-5)? In scrip­
tural terms, we "lean to our own 
understanding" (Prov. 3:5). 

No wonder people sometimes react 
negatively to our sincere efforts . "A 
wise man feareth , and departeth from 
evil: but the fool rageth, and is confi­
dent" (Prov. 14:16). Fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread (Eccl . 7:9) . 

Be honest. Let's analyze some of 
our present conflicts (II Cor. 13:5) . 
Have we always armed ourselves with 
godly wisdom? 

The apostle James put it succinct­
ly: "In many things we offend all" 
(Jas. 3:2) . 

But take heart! The good news is 
that once we humble ourselves to see 
our own responsibility, we are more 
approachable, more reasonable, more 
willing to bury the hatchet. 

Mature Christians possess a keen 
awareness of personal faults (Prov. 
30:2) . By taking the first feeble steps 
as peacemakers where it counts most 
- in our own minds - we are actual­
ly applying a living law of human 
relationships, Matthew 7:5 : "Thou 
hypocrite, first cast out the beam out 
of thine own eye; and then shalt thou 
see clearly to cast out the mote out of 
thy brother's eye." 

This attitude prepares us spiritual­
ly. It helps salve tensions. Listen! 
How can there ever be peace on earth 
when every human being is himself a 
walking civil war, torn between 
strong impulses toward evil and 
weaker yearnings to do well (Gal. 
5: 17)? 

No wonder humanity finds the 
road to peace blocked (Isa. 59:8, Jer. 
10:23) . Peace comes when we let 
God's Holy Spirit show us our own 
wrong attitudes, give us insight into 
our own behavior and help us evalu­
ate our own wrong thoughts , the evil 
triggered by our carnal nature (John 
16:13, II Cor. 10:5) . 

Don't be oversensitive 

People who bear grudges, who 
store the real or imagined slights of 
others like some save stamps - do 
not find lasting peace of mind. People 

The GOOD NEWS April 1982 



hypersensitive to the words and 
actions of others and those convinced 
that others are out to get them are 
often labeled paranoid. 

Listen to more priceless counsel: 
"Also take no heed unto all words 
that are spoken; lest thou hear thy 
servant curse thee: For oftentimes 
also thine own heart knoweth that 
thou thyself likewise hast cursed 
others" (Eccl. 7:21-22). 

There it is! If we understood our 
own human nature we'd be a lot more 
merciful and understanding toward 
those who offend us (Luke 6:35). 

Do we really believe that people lie 
awake at night thinking up ways to 
make our lives miserable? Do we? In 
most of our life conflicts it just isn't 

, that way. 
When contentious, thoughtless 

people bother us, we must remember 
that they've offended others as well. 
So we are not the problem - they 
are. Their contentious, thoughtless, 
hostile approach doesn't pay. Read 
I Samuel 25 to see how one miser­
able ingrate shot off his mouth once 
too often. 

Of course, when we grasp the big 
picture of human life, such people are 
to be pitied. "Anger resteth in the 
bosom of fools ," Solomon said (Eccl. 
7:9), and there is a penalty hanging 
over those who love conflict (Ps. 
52:1-5). 

N ever allow others to dictate your 
emotional state. Don't allow people 
who clatter through life with all the 
grace and finesse of a Sherman tank 
ruin your day: "Fret not thyself 
because of him who prospereth in his 
way, because of the man who bring­
eth wicked devices to pass. Cease 
from anger, and forsake wrath" (Ps. 
37:7-8). 

Shrewd Nehemiah refused to 
allow razzing and threats to distract 
him from his responsibilities (Neh. 
6:2-3) . He had work to do, and so do 
we. Nehemiah knew how important it 
was to put God in the center of his 
emotional life: "He that hath no rule 
over his own spirit is like a city that is 
broken down, and without walls" 
(Prov. 25 :28). 

See the other person's 
point of view 

Once upon a time the wise applica­
tion of this principle guaranteed a 
nation 40 full years of peace. It was 
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during the dark period of the judges 
in ancient Israel. 

God's servant Gideon, after many 
searching tests of faith, dealt cruel 
Midian a decisive blow (Judg. 7: 19-
21) . Gideon alerted his Ephraimite 
brothers to cut off Midian's retreat 
and they did so (verses 24-25). 
Euphoria swept the nation of Israel. 
But not everywhere. 

"And the men of Ephraim said 
unto him, Why hast thou served us 
thus, that thou calledst us not, when 
thou wentest to fight with the Mid­
ianites? And they did chide with him 
sharply" (Judg. 8:1). 

What a test! Gideon found that 
winning the peace was as difficult as 
waging war. What did Gideon do? 
How easily he could have snapped 
back that there were no Ephraimites 
around when he needed them most 
(Judg. 7:3). He could easily have put 
them in their place. 

But Gideon didn't want the peace 
of Israel marred. He realized that the 
problem was with the Ephraimites' 
attitude, not with him. He refused to 
take their attack personally (Prov. 
14:29). Read Judges 8:2-3 for his soft 
answer - it truly turned away wrath 
(Prov. 15:1) . The result? "And the 
country was in quietness forty years 
in the days of Gideon" (Judg. 8:28). 

Gideon's remarkable insight into 
the minds of others - his generosity 
of spirit - sowed peace. Millions 
limit themselves because they blindly 
refuse to understand the sensitivities 
of others. Yet Christ counsels, "Be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harm­
less as doves" (Matt. 10:16) . 

Don't waste time on revenge 

The Greek noun makrothumia 
and the verb makrothumeo are char­
acteristically New Testament words, 
unknown in classical Greek. Why? 

"Makrothumia is the spirit which 
could take revenge if it liked, but 
utterly refuses to do so . .. the spirit 
which will never retaliate . .. To the 
Greek the big man was the man who 
went all out for vengeance. To the 
Christian the big man is the man 
who, even when he can, refuses to do 
so" (Barclay, New Testament Words, 
pp. 196-197). 

Makrothumia is translated "long­
suffering" and "patience." This god­
ly forbearance is prized highly in 
Paul's writings to young churches 

often plagued with internal bicker­
ings and clashes (Eph . 4:2, Col. 
3: 13). 

Revenge is the direct antithesis of 
makrothumia. Revenge only ups the 
ante in a dispute and leads to emo­
tional escalation. Bitter words, which 
might not be forgotten, may be said 
(Prov. 6:2) . "A brother offended is 
harder to be won than a strong city" 
(Prov. 18:19) . 

Let's not rub in the mistakes of our 
mates. We should resist making that 
choice remark when irritating people 
leave themselves open for a put­
down. Instead of berating children 
for misbehavior, let's analyze the root 
cause and present the solution in a 
positive, challenging way. 

This is much harder than self-righ­
teously blowing our stack. There is a 
carnal satisfaction in getting even and 
storming away at people legitimately 
in our debt, but we shouldn' t be sur­
prised if we end up with few friends 
at the end of a lonely, barren life 
(Gal. 5: 15). 

Tests of character occur constantly. 
One key to escaping the spiritual ice 
age prophesied for this end time (Matt. 
24:12) is to remember Jesus' brilliant 
parable of the unmerciful servant. The 
climax comes in Matthew 18 :33: 
"Shouldest not thou also have had 
compassion on thy fellowservant, even 
as I had pity on thee?" 

This focuses it marvelously. A con­
verted person's deep consciousness of 
his own need of God's lavish pardon 
should trigger the forgiving attitude, 
the meekness and conciliatory feel­
ings that are antidotes to the spiritual 
cancer of hardheartedness and vin­
dictiveness. 

Notice this wonderful advice from 
the apostle James - some of the 
most beautiful words in any lan­
guage: "But if ye have bitter envying 
and strife in your hearts, glory not, 
and lie not against the truth. This 
wisdom descendeth not from above, 
but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For 
where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every evil work. 

"But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
And the fruit of righteousness is 
sown in peace of them that make 
peace" (Jas. 3:14-18) . 0 
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ME? Overcome What? 
Exactly what must we overcome to qualify for God's Kingdom? 

t t's face this question! 
God promises, "He 

that overcometh shall in-
herit all things; and [ will be his 
God, and he shall be my son" 
(Rev. 21 :7). 

But exactly what are we to over­
come? We need to know - our eter­
nal future in God's Family is at 
stake! 

The word overcome, according to 
Webster 's dictionary, means "to con­
quer, to overpower or overwhelm, to 
render hel pless." What are we to con­
quer or render helpless ? 

Many of us have been taught, and 
correctly so, that our "old man" or 
the "old self' is to be destroyed 
(Rom. 6:6). Believing this "old man" 
to be our human nature, we have 
struggled for years to overcome our 
own nature, only to find that it is still 
with us . As a result we feel a deep 
sense of failure and discouragement. 

Is this what God meant? Are we 
put here on earth to overcome our­
selves? 

Human nature neutral 

Human nature is neither good nor 
bad of itself. A human being, at birth, 
is not inherently evil. Human nature 
is neutral. It is variable - capable of 
adjusting to one form of behavior or 
another depending on those factors 
that influence it. In other words, our 
human nature is our tendency to fol­
low the ways and customs of those 
around us. 

The Bible often compares humans 
to sheep who either follow the Good 
Shepherd in paths of righteousness or 
wrong shepherds into paths of evil 
(John 10:7-9, 14, Isa. 53:6) . Our 
human nature allows us to follow the 
ways of this world and become evil 
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simply because we grew up in a world 
cut off from God and influenced by 
Satan. 

It is not human nature (the sheep­
like tendency to follow) that needs to 
be overcome, but the worldly charac­
ter that we have acquired. 

In order to overcome, we must dis­
associate ourselves from wrong guid­
ance and wrong pulls and associate 
ourselves with God and those who 
follow God, in order to take on God's 
characteristics. 

God's Church is the congregation 
of people who follow God and God's 
laws, ways and instructions. In His 
message to the historical eras of 
God's Church since the Church was 
founded in A.D. 31 (Rev. 2-3), 
Christ showed each church era which 
of its works were righteous and which 
needed to be changed. If we study 
Christ's message carefully, we can 
learn what behavior pleases God and 
w hat behavior does not. 

Notice what God's Church had 
been doing right : They had not toler­
ated evil; had checked up on false 
apostles and proved them liars; had 
hated pagan deeds ; had endured 
patiently; had labored in righteous­
ness for Christ's name's sake; had not 
fainted or given up; had endured trib­
ulation - including poverty, prison 
and martyrdom; had held fast God's 
name; had not denied the faith; had 
charity (love), faith and good works; 
had watched; and had kept God's 
Word. 

On the other hand, Christ listed 
the sins of which His Church needed 
to repent: One had left its first love 
(that first , tender love of God and 

concern for neighbor that an individ­
ual has upon conversion); one 
embraced false doctrines; another 
had allowed one called Jezebel to 
teach and seduce members to commit 
fornication and to eat things sacri­
ficed to idols; still another was luke­
warm, having dead works. 

Christ told the churches to repent 
of these dead and evil works. If they 
didn ' t , He would fight against them 
with the sword of His mouth and blot 
their names out of the book of life 
(2: 16, 3:5). Repentance means to 
stop doing evil works and start doing 
right works, or righteousness. 

Let's understand what evil is, and 
what it has been from the begin­
ning. 

What is evil? 

God has always existed. He is 
"Without father, without mother, 
without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life" 
(Heb. 7:3). God created the heavens 
and the earth - the whole universe 
(John 1:1-3). He created the angels 
and He created you and me. Look 
around and appreciate the enormity 
of this creation. 

If God could of His own power 
create all this - if He had the wis­
dom to put it all together, from its 
infinite size and scope down to its 
microscopic perfection - and make 
it function so intricately that genera­
tion after generation of intrigued 
scientists spend their lives just trying 
to figure it out, wouldn't God also 
know how His creation should live? 

God's way is the right way. But 
what makes the other ways wrong? 

When God created the world, per­
haps billions of years ago, He set over 
the world - to administer God's gov­
ernment here - an archangel , one 
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God had created and made perfect in 
all his ways. This archangel's name 
was Lucifer. Lucifer was beautiful; 
his name meant "light bringer." He 
enlightened with God's wisdom all 
that was then on the earth. 

But Lucifer rebelled, seeking to 
magnify his own glory instead of 
God 's. He resisted God, fighting 
against the Creator, and enticed one 
third of all the angels to follow him in 
this rebellion (Ezek. 28:14-15, Isa. 
14:12-14, Rev. 12:4). Lucifer was 
given a new name - Satan, meaning 
"adversary. " 

Thus Satan introduced rebellion 
and deception into the world. That is 
the basis of evil. 

Evil is anything against God's per­
fect and righteous way. It is confu­
sion, and it destroys the happiness 
and peace that come from right liv­
ing. Evil is sin and sin is evil. 

The definition of sin is found in 
I John 3:4: "Sin is the transgression 
of the law." Which law? God's per­
fect law of love and outgoing concern, 
as outlined in the Ten Command­
ments (Matt . 22:36-39, Ex. 20: 1-
17) . 

Sin is characterized by Satan him­
self. It is the way of rebellion against 
one's Creator. Adam and Eve chose 
to follow Satan - they pursued a 
way of life that they thought was best 
rather than following the one pre­
scribed by God. All the world has 
followed suit, and it is out of this 
world and its systems, as influenced 
by Satan , that we must come. 

Overcome the world 

John instructs us to "Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him" 
(I John 2:15). 

John later states that "whatsoever 
is born of God overcometh the 
world" (I John 5:4). To be born of 
God, into God 's very Family, we 
must overcome the world! This is a 
big order, but Christ said, "In the 
world , ye shall have tribulation: but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world" (John 16:33). 

How did Christ overcome the 
world ? By loving the Father and fol­
lowing the Father's instructions, even 
though Christ was tempted in all the 
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ways we are (Heb. 4:15). By showing 
Satan, in a face-to-face confrontation, 
that He would not follow anyone else 
but God (Matt. 4:1-11) . 

By overcoming the world, Christ 
qualified to replace Satan's rebellious 
rulership over the earth, and the 
Father resurrected Christ to eternal 
life. Christ conquered the pulls and 
corruption of this world, which end in 
death. 

We, as Christians, have been called 
to do something, too. There is work 
that needs to be done now. Aside 
from helping to get the Gospel out, 
we must follow Christ's example -
follow the Good Shepherd - and 
overcome the world. 

Unlike Christ, however, we have 
been entangled in the world since 
birth, and have succumbed to Satan's 
temptations many times. Now we 
must come out of this world and over­
come it by becoming free of its bind­
ing customs, its rewards and punish­
ments and its will to have its own way 
apart from God . We must pursue, 
instead, God's way of love - giving 
- the way of God's law. 

Christ gave His life so we can be 
forgiven for our self-centered, rebel­
lious living - our sins - when we 
repent of them. We must give up our 
lives - give up living after the flesh 
- and let Christ live His life in us, 
being led by God's Spirit (Gal. 
2:20). 

In so doing we become an example 
to th~ world. We become like a bea­
con of light for the world to see, and 
though the world hate the light, it 
will witness the Kingdom of God at 
work in us (Matt. 5:14-16) . We must 
live the Gospel! 

It is this process of turning away 
from evil and living by God's perfect 
way of love that is called overcom­
ing. 

The armor of God 

Paul tells us, in Ephesians 6: 11-13: 
"Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wicked­
ness in high places. 

"Wherefore take unto you the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand." 

What is this armor Paul describes? 
We are to be clothed in truth (verse 
14), so that we can't be deceived, 
wearing the breastplate of righteous­
ness, which is the keeping of God's 
law (Ps. 119: 172). Our feet are to be 
shod with the preparation of the Gos­
pel of peace (Eph. 6: 15) - we are to 
be actively making way for the King­
dom of God (Matt. 24:14.) The 
shield of faith (Eph. 6: 16) helps us 
ward off attacks and enticements of 
the wicked, while wearing the helmet 
of salvation on our head (verse 17) 
keeps us properly oriented toward 
our goal. Weare also to wield the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. 

Love or outgoing concern , the 
most important component in our 
godly armor, is expressed in verse 18: 
"Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and watch­
ing thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints." 

This world, at Satan's inspiration, 
will continue to push its way into our 
lives if we let it. We will have a con­
tinuing fight on our hands. But the 
Word of God is our sword, and His 
armor is our protection. With these 
weapons we cannot fail , unless we fail 
to try. 

Develop right character 

Merely learning of these things 
and doing them occasionally is not 
enough. We must grow in the habit of 
doing right consistently, persevering 
in godly behavior throughout our 
lives. When we do so, a pattern of 
behavior is formed - habits that give 
us a new character. 

We must not only renounce 
Satan's ways and accept Jesus and 
His ways, but we must follow 
Christ's ways consistently in order to 
reflect godliness. We must complete­
ly put out the old character and not 
let it live in our lives again. 

Our continuous behavior, led by 
God's Holy Spirit, finally becomes 
our habit and characterizes us as one 
of God's people - as true Chris­
tians. 

That IS what it means to over­
come. 0 
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What Did Christ Mean­
'Many Are Called, 

But Few Are Chosen '? 
I:t's face this question - it 

concerns our eternal 
future! 

Exactly what did Jesus mean 
when He told the disciples, 
"Many are called, but few are 
chosen" (Matt. 22:14)? 

What does it mean to be "called" 
or to receive a "call" from God? And 
what is the significance of being 
"chosen"? Is there any difference 
between being called and being chos­
en? 

Could you confidently and correct­
ly explain Jesus' statement? 

Christianity today is confused! Most 
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By Raymond F. McNair professing Christians, even some who 
are supposedly in God's true Church, 
have not realized that before anyone 
can become a bona fide member of 
God's Church - Christ's Body - that 
person must first be both specially 
called and chosen by God. 

"A chosen generation" 

Jesus Christ told the disciples, "Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chos­
en you" (John 15:16) . Christ else- ~ 
where intimated, "No man can come ~ 
to me, except the Father which hath ~ 
sent me draw him" (John 6:44). ~ 

The apostle Peter, addressing true ~ 
Christians - true members of God 's ~ 
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Church - wrote: "But ye are a chos­
en generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light: Which in 
time past were not a people, but are 
now the people of God" (I Pet. 2:9-
10). 

Peter further admonished God's 
people - God's elect, "Wherefore 
the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure: 
for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall" (II Pet. 1:10). 

What is this whole business of 
"calling" and "choosing" and "elec­
tion" about? And why were the saints 
admonished to make their calling and 
election "sure" - certain? 

Bidden to the wedding 

Since this era of God's Church 
began this end-time Work in the ear­
ly 1930s, millions of people have been 
reached, in one way or the other, with 
the true Gospel - by way of radio, 
television, publishing or personal 
evangelism. 

But of those who have been 
reached or witnessed to with Christ's 
true Gospel and who have been 
actually called by God, only a very 
few have ever fully accepted and 
responded to that call. The vast 
majority seem to pay little or no 
attention. 

if we diligently study the parable 
of the king who made a marriage for 
his son (Matt. 22:2-14), we can bet­
ter understand the meaning of 
Christ's statement that "Many are 
called, but few are chosen." 

In this parable, the king "sent 
forth his servants to call them that 
were bidden to the wedding: and they 
would not come" (verse 3). 

How does God call us? By the 
preaching of His Word. But the 
majority spurn that call. They pay 
little or no attention to God's royal 
invitation (verses 4-7). 

Finally the king said, "Go ye 
therefore into the highways, and as 
many as ye shall find, bid [call] to the 
marriage" (verse 9). 

Of the millions who hear God's 
Word preached, few ever pay serious 
attention to that message. 

Primarily, it is the "poor" of this 
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world - those who are dissatisfied 
with their lot and who are willing to 
give God the time of day - who pay 
any real attention to God's message: 
"Hath not God chosen the poor of 
this world rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath promised 
to them that love him?" (Jas. 2:5). 

The rich, the noble, the powerful 
and the wise are too self-satisfied 
with their lot in this life to heed 
God's call. They don't need God -
so they think! 

"For ye see your calling, brethren, 
how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called" (I Cor. 1:26-31). 

Parable of the sower 

Jesus Christ commissioned His 
apostles to preach the true Gospel to 
all the world (Matt. 28 :19-20). The 
apostles were to "shake off the dust" 
from their feet when they left any 
house or city whose inhabitants 
would not heed their message or 
receive them (Matt. 10:14) . 

The parable of the sower (Luke 
8:4-15) reveals that when the "seed" 
(God's Word) is sown, some seeds 
fall by the "way side" (verse 5). The 
vast majority who hear the Gospel do 
not let the Word of God take root in 
them. They hear God's Word, but 
they do not act on it (verse 12) . 

The "seed" that fell on "a rock" 
(verse 6) represents the Word of God 
being actually received by certain 
careless ones. They do not, however, 
lay a good foundation - do not put 
down deep roots. In a time of tempta­
tion they fall away (verse 13) . 

The "seed" that fell among the 
"thorns" (verse 7) represents those 
individuals who actually receive the 
Word of God and begin acting on it 
- even let it take root - but then 
allow various things to "choke" the 
Word so that it does not bring any 
fruit to full maturity or perfection 
(verse 14). 

Only soine of the "seed" falls on 
"good ground" (verse 8), repre­
senting "they, which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, 
keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience" (verse 15). 

In which of these four categories 
- the seed by the wayside, the seed 
on a rock, the seed among the thorns 

or the seed on the good ground - are 
you? If we are in God's Church - if 
we are part of God's elect - then we 
have been both called and chosen. 

The seed along the wayside repre­
sents those who were called, but were 
not chosen. It appears, however, that 
the seed on the stony places and among 
the thorns were both called and chosen 
by God but did not endure. 

The seeds that fell on good ground 
represent those who hear the Word of 
God, receive it, are faithful to their 
call and endure unto the end, finally 
bringing forth good fruit: 

"But he that received seed into 
the good ground is he that heareth 
the word [that's his call], and 
understandeth it [because God 
opens his mind]; which also beareth 
fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thir­
ty" (Matt. 13:23) . 

God's elect 

The Bible often speaks of God's 
"elect." Who are these "elect"? They 
are God's chosen ones. God is the one 
who chooses us, as Christ told His 
disciples (John 15:16). 

God's elect are the ones He calls 
out of this world. He opens their 
minds to grasp and understand His 
Word, His plan and His will. 

Those whom He calls out of this 
darkened world and into "the light of 
the glorious gospel of Christ" 
(II Cor. 4:4) collectively form the 
Church of God. The English word 
Church is derived from the Greek 
term ekklesia and means "the called­
out ones." 

Now notice the three important 
steps we must take before we can 
actually be born into the Kingdom of 
God as God's very children: 

1) We must be called by God. 
2) When we respond to God's call, 

then God chooses us and .grants us 
repentance, forgiveness, His Holy 
Spirit and His grace. 

3) After God calls us and chooses 
us, we must "endure unto the end" 
(Matt. 24:13). We must hang in 
there - must be faithful unto death 
- or we will never be born, as glori­
fied, spirit-composed beings, into the 
very Kingdom of God (John 3:3, 
I Cor. 15:50). 

(Continued Oli page 29) 

11 



12 

1. This former gun shop now houses 
the Ambassador Television Studios. 

2. From Mr. Armstrong's perspective 
- a view of the studio and cameras 

as he begins a new program. 
3. Cameraman Barry Sowder zooms 

in for a close-up of Mr. Armstrong. 
4. At the end of the program, Mr. 

Armstrong offers The Plain Truth and 
other literature free to viewers. 
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A Behind-the-Scenes Look at 

----ld Totnorro~ 
Television Ptugrarn 

"Ready, Mr. Armstrong. Five, four, three, two, one . .. " 

nd the taping of another World Tomorrow 
television program is under way at the 

television studios on the Ambassador 
College campus in Pasadena. 

A staff of about 50 and a complex array of electron­
ic equipment back up Pastor General Herbert w. 
Armstrong in preparing the telecast for more than 
125 stations in the United States and several other 
countries. 

In the main studio Mr. Armstrong's set, kept in 
constant readiness, was carefully designed. The white 
carpet, rosewood desk, paneling and accessories combine 

with the lighting to reflect a quiet dignity. 
After Mr. Armstrong finishes a taping session, hundreds 

of man hours are spent in preparing each program for 
broadcasting. Artwork and graphics are designed, film clips 
are created to illustrate world conditions as Mr. Armstrong 
describes them and scriptures are typed and inserted at the 
appropriate places. 

Once ready for airing, the program is duplicated and 
shipped by truck and air to television stations around the 
world. However, technological advances may soon make 
this time-consuming step obsolete. 

Even now, the program is sent by way of satellite trans­
mission to about 20 stations. The program is beamed to a 
satellite in stationary orbit 23,000 miles above the earth . 

5. During taping, Jon Hicks directs cameramen from the control room. 
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6. Steve Szabo in audio control mixes Mr. Armstrong 's voice with music 
and sound effects for a video clip insert. 
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1. Artist Nick Leaver completes 
a painting for the program. 

2. Linda Hansen uses a word 
processor to prepare a 

typed transcript of one of 
Mr. Armstrong 's programs. 

3. Ed Paradis cleans and inspects 
tapes returned from stations 

after airing and before reusing. 
4. At a video generator, Belinda 

Davies types French subtitles. 
5. A sample of the 

French-subtitled program. 
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6. Special effects transition between three video scenes v 
7. Video controller Rick Lundquist controls the quali ty of v 
transmitted from cameras to tape machines. 
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