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A
MARN

FROM
SPACE
VISITED

EARTH...

by Garner Ted Armstrong

Proof exists that earth has
been visited by Beings from
outer space! Absolute, irrefut-
able proof is available that
this earth has been the scene
of titanic struggles between
powerful forces who reside in
space. Read, in this article, of
that proof — and of the secret
so well kept that God the
Father never revealed it to His
own Son in advance!

nce this good, green earth

was absolutely teeming

with billions upon billions of
strange creatures that are now re-
stricted to solid stone monuments
or skeletal representations and
paintings in museums of natural
history. Towering lizards reared up
on their hind legs with giant jaws
about as big as a grand piano.
Some had huge '‘armor-plated”
tails capable of swinging to and fro
with incredible brute power.

The visible world was like a sub-
tropical swamp with luxuriant, ver-
dant foliage stretching over the
continents like a carpet. Then, with-
out warning, all this tranquility was
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rudely interrupted! Suddenly there
was an ominous rumbling deep in
the bowels of the earth. A huge,
great, titanic, gargantuan earth-
quake rapidly began to rend the
earth’s surface; then black volcanic
ash spewed into the air. The sun
still shone bright and red in the sky,
but the atmosphere was rapidly
being blighted by this smog-like
dark ash. Everywhere dinosaur-like
creatures were crazed with fear —
grunting and squealing with terrible
fright as billions of gallons of water
began to gush out of the depths of
the earth.

Soon came a gigantic tidal wave
— a muddy wall of water over 120
feet tall, replete with the twisted
bodies of millions of animal-like
creatures whirling crazily with mul-
tiple tons of ferns, plants, tree
trunks, and every type of green
vegetable matter.

Each time these ravaging tidal
waves raced back and forth across
the continents, the less there was to
impede them. Finally, even the tall-
est mountains were sunk beneath
the water. “"And the earth was with-
out form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep.”
From Outer Space. And then a

great Being sped through several
galaxies in an instant and came to
the corner of the Milky Way. (He
may have been seated in a strange-
appearing apparatus that moved in
defiance of all the known laws of
aerodynamics.) He searched out a
tiny little speck lost in the shadow of
one bright orange star. Not a sign
of life was visible! What He saw was
an earth covered with a huge, thick
Venusian fogbank of clouds —
completely and totally shutting out
the light of the sun, moon and stars
— and beneath that nothing but a
giant, black, heaving sea. The
moon continued to work upon the
tides, but there were no continents
to cause a Humboldt or Japanese
current. Thunderous tidal waves
continued to flow and sway un-
impeded — constantly ravaging and
digging ever deeper into the under-
water surface.

This great Visitor from the further
reaches of outer space com-
manded the light to shine out of
total, thick, black darkness. Then,
no more than 24 hours later, the
earth once again began to shudder
and shake. Huge volcanoes began
to spew forth from beneath the sea-
bed. Hot lava and magma began to
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erupt from gigantic cracks and
cleavages in the underwater crust
of the earth. Molten rock began to
flow above the surface of the sea.
Large continents appeared in the
midst of the oceans.

Best for Last. Perhaps in a matter
of hours, like giant submarines por-
poising with the water cascading off
into the sea — North and South
America, Asia, Africa and Europe
were simultaneously glistening with
waterfalls, inland seas, basins and
giant riverbeds.

Another command and trees,
plants, lichens, moss, and all types
of ferns began to dot the earth.
Then the last vestiges of a thin
cloud cover were suddenly stripped
away and the precious life-giving
light of the sun shone through un-
impeded. The earth was once again
a beautiful, shimmering jewel in a
minute corner of the universe.

Another command and many
types of animals suddenly ap-
peared on the earth. Some were
hanging upside down from tree
branches; others stood around with
horns sticking out of the most un-
likely places, seeming to impede
their vision; still others had little
creatures tucked away in funny-
looking pouches. But our all-
powerful Visitor had saved the best
for last.

This great spirit Being knew that
the scene before Him was in-
complete. Something vital was
missing: there was no human being
to rule over and govern the earth
and its newfound flora and fauna.

Our Visitor then kneeled down in
the dust of the earth — perhaps by
a streambed packed with red clay
on both sides — and began to fash-
ion and mold the supreme master-
piece of His creation. Soon the
Master Sculptor was ready for the
finishing touches. He breathed into
this new creature’'s nostrils the
breath of life. The first man had
been created!

But who was this great Architect
from the further reaches of outer
space? Who hung the earth on
nothing? Who fixed the bounds of
the ocean so that the waves of the
sea suddenly stop at the beaches?
Who made the Milky Way? Who
made man?

Christ the Creator! “'In the begin-
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ning was the Word, and the Word
was with God [the Father], and the
Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him
was not any thing made that was
made. . . . And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us..."
(John 1:1-3, 14).

These first few verses in the be-
ginning chapter of John tell us
plainly who it was that got down
into the dust of this earth and
formed the first man. It was the very
same Personality in the God family
who became Jesus Christ of Naza-
reth a few thousand years later.

“And the Word was made flesh. "
Our Creator actually became a tiny
germ of life in the womb of the vir-
gin Mary. When the Holy Spirit, by a

This great spirit Being
knew that the scene before
Him was incomplete.
Something vital was
missing: there was no
human being to rule over
and govern the earth
and its newfound flora
and fauna.

divine miracle from God the Father,
united with a female ovum in the
body of Mary, another tiny human
life was on its way to parturition.

Jesus Christ's human fetal devel-
opment was no different than
yours. The fetus went through all
the various stages that comparative
embryologists seem to think prove
evolution — but instead show the
functional similarities of the same
great Designer. Nine months after
conception, a little baby boy was
born in Bethlehem just a few miles
outside of Jerusalem.

God became a human being! The
God-life of another dimension, the
Traveler in outer space, the great
Being who made this vast universe,
who made Adam and Eve, who ate
with Abraham, who parted the Red
Sea, who had visited this earth

many times for millennia — had
been changed into a tiny spark of
life: a baby in His mother’s arms, as
apparently helpless as any other
newborn infant. At day one, He
knew no more than you did.

What a risky, humbling experi-
ence for One who had inhabited
eternity with all the glory of being
the great God! But Jesus Christ of
Nazareth was more than willing to
take this great risk for the sake of
the human beings He had created.
Another Dimension. As He grew
up, Joseph and Mary began to
make Jesus aware of another di-
mension not shared with a single
other human being. “I'm not your
real father,”” Joseph would tell Him.
“Your father is God in heaven; you
were divinely conceived.”

As Jesus Christ developed into a
young teenager, He began to be-
come conscious of another world.
He pictured in His mind’s eye whole
thought processes privy to a spirit
dimension He had enjoyed with the
Father throughout eternity. Years
later, He prayed: "And now, Father,
glorify me in your presence with the
glory | had with you before the
world began’ (John 17:5, NIV). He
once “‘shocked the socks off" the
Pharisees by saying: ‘... Before
Abraham was, | am'' (John 8:58).

You've seen your share of flash-
backs in the movies. How many
times Jesus Christ's mind flashed
back to the countless instances
when He had previously zipped
down to this earth, we have no way
of knowing. He must have remem-
bered the expression on Adam'’s
face when he first laid his eyes on
Eve; the curious experience of
hearing Adam name the various
animals; His many conversations
with Abraham; wrestling around in
the dirt with Jacob; "‘arguing’ with
Moses about his vocal abilities, and
letting him be the only human being
ever to get a glimpse of God in His
glorified form; talking to the young
child Samuel in his bedroom;
speaking to a sorely discouraged
Elijah in a still small voice; etc.; etc.

Jesus must have been almost like
a man who was recovering from
amnesia. An eternity of experiences
returned to His mind as He grew
into manhood and prepared for His
three-and-one-half-years’ ministry.
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Jesus Christ was much more at-
tuned to that extra dimension of the
spiritual world than we are. He was
instantly aware of both sides of it.
The First Severe Test. He met
both sides of the spirit world just
before His ministry began. Physi-
cally, Jesus must have been very
near the point of death. He was ter-
ribly dehydrated from fasting forty
“days and forty nights without a drop
of water or a morsel of food passing
His lips. He was readying Himself
spiritually for terrific mental combat
— a titanic struggle with Satan the
devil. The stakes were infinite!

Satan tempted Jesus to misuse
His office to procure food at the
devil's behest. He tried to puncture
Jesus' ego (there was none — it
was nonexistent) and tempted Him
to misuse God's promises of super-
natural protection. Satan tried to
get Him to grab world rulership the
quick, easy way.

But though physically weak and
emaciated, Jesus, by quoting scrip-
tures in the Word of God,
countered every temptation this evil
creature was throwing at Him. He
had to call on the other side of this
spiritual dimension in order to com-
pletely resist this evil, powerful,
magnetic influence that was trying
to tug away at His mind, at His ap-
petite, at any possible little ego or
vanity.

After that exhausting conflict with
the devil, “angels came and minis-
tered unto him" (Matt. 4:11). So
Jesus Christ of Nazareth experi-
enced both sides of a completely
different dimension that humanly
(limited to our five senses, apart
from revealed knowledge) we can
know nothing of. But Jesus had in-
stant access to help from the posi-
tive side of this other world.

Humanly, Simon Peter wanted to
protect Jesus from execution in the
worst way. Impetuously, he went so
far as to hack off the ear of the High
Priest's servant. But Jesus asked
him: “Do you think that | cannot
appeal to my Father, and he will at
once send me more than twelve le-
gions [a whole army] of angels?”
(Matt. 26:53, RSV.)

The Humanity of Jesus. Prior to
that time, Jesus had been becom-
ing increasingly aware of the imme-
diacy of His last great trial. Earlier
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He had told His disciples: 'Let
these sayings sink down into your
ears: for the Son of man shall be
delivered into the hands of men”
(Luke 9:44). Jesus really wanted
these men — His closest friends —
to deeply understand what He was
about to go through. However,
though they had continually seen
and heard clear and irrefutable evi-
dence of the extra spiritual dimen-
sion, they simply didn't share in it to
anywhere near the same degree
that Jesus did. “But they [the dis-
ciples] understood not this saying,
and it was hid from them, that they
perceived it not: and they feared to
ask him of that saying’’ (verse 45).
Just hours prior to Judas’' be-
trayal, Jesus went to Gethsemane
to pray. Now this great Being —

And then a great Being
sped through several
galaxies in an instant and
came to the corner of
the Milky Way.

He searched out a tiny
little speck lost in
the shadow of one
bright orange star.

who had often visited this earth
from outer space; who had actually
been born later of a virgin — was
faced with fulfilling, in just a few
short hours, the most important
purpose that He came to accom-
plish as a human being — having all
the sins of mankind heaped upon
His shoulders.

Words could not describe the ter-
rible agony of anticipation! Jesus
desperately needed, first of all, help
from His heavenly Father; secondly,
the comfort and loyalty of His very
closest friends. The account is well
worth quoting: ‘‘“Then cometh
Jesus with them unto a place called
Gethsemane, and saith unto the
disciples, Sit ye here, while | go and
pray yonder. And he took with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
and began to be sorrowful and very

heavy [troubled]. Then he said to
them, My soul is very sorrowful,
even to death; remain here, and
watch with me. And going a little
farther he fell on his face and
prayed, My Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me; never-
theless, not as | will, but as thou
wilt” (Matt. 26:36-39).

Jesus possessed the same physi-
cal flesh, sinew, bone and tissue
that we do; He felt the same physi-
cal pulls and fleshly appetites tug-
ging at Him. It wasn't easy to live
day by day the sinless life that He
did! “Therefore he had to be made
like his brethren in every respect,
so that he might become a merciful
and faithful high priest in the ser-
vice of God, to make expiation for
the sins of the people. For because
he himself has suffered and been
tempted, he is able to help those
who are tempted'' (Heb. 2:17-18).

Jesus was not somehow exempt
from the severest of temptations.
Here He was face to face with the
greatest trial of His life — and with
precious little help from His un-
comprehending disciples. After
about one hour of earnest prayer,
He returned and found them sleep-
ing (Matt. 26:40). Jesus told them:
“Watch and pray, that ye enter not
into temptation: the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak"’ (verse
41). Here Jesus was referring every
bit as much to His flesh as He was
to that of His disciples.

‘‘He went away again the second
time, and prayed, saying, O my
Father, if this cup may not pass
away from me, except | drink it, thy
will be done. And he came and
found them asleep again: for their
eyes were heavy. And he left them,
and went away again, and prayed
the third time, saying the same
words'' (verses 42-44),

Luke's companion account adds
something else that occurred while
Jesus was yet praying: "'And there
appeared an angel unto him from
heaven, strengthening him™ (Luke
22:43). Though His disciples were
rapidly waning in their resolve
(eventually they all forsook Him and
fled), Jesus was still, at this point,
asking for and receiving help from
His heavenly Father.

What Made Forgiveness Pos-
sible. After Jesus had prayed ear-
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nestly and intensely for several
hours, and had received added
strength as a result of angelic help,
He told His disciples: ‘‘Rise, let us
be going: behold, he is at hand that
doth betray me"’ (Matt. 26:46).

What followed shouldn’t happen
to any human being, but it was the
only way our rotten, putrid, filthy
sins could disappear forever into
the depths of the sea — never to be
remembered again! God reveals, in
His perfect plan, that only by the
shedding of blood is there remis-
sion of sins!

To begin with, Jesus was be-
trayed by a kiss from one of His
closest friends. Then, in the hours
that followed, He was beaten inter-
mittently by a cat-o'-nine-tails. He
had to suffer merciless beatings
which tore into His flesh, disfiguring
Him, causing Him to bleed from
dozens of open cuts and gashes!
He was also beaten and whipped
with a ‘‘scourge,” which was a
whip of many leather thongs with
bits of lead and metal tied in the
ends of them.

Finally, dragging and gasping for
breath, with open raw wounds livid
with caked blood, perhaps an eye
ripped and part of the lid laid back,
and great rents in His scalp, Jesus
was led to His own execution like a
dirty criminal! His body dripping
with blood, falling and stumbling,
Jesus was made to carry His own
stake until He fell under the weight
of it. People along His path were
jeering and spitting on Him —
throwing rocks and sticks and dirt
in the air.

Then He screamed with pain
when He felt huge spikes being
pounded mercilessly through the
flesh, pinning His hands and feet to
‘the wood. He felt Himself being
hauled roughly up as His tormen-
tors reared that great stake upright
and jammed it into the ground,
causing Him to scream again with
unbearable pain! On the stake
every breath of air brought Him
sharp spasms of still more pain.
Without any relief whatever, He had
to feel His own body weight ripping
and tearing at the flesh where the
nails had been driven through. Here
Jesus was left to die a slow,
wretched, hideous, merciless death
— almost as if someone was gradu-
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ally pulling a great dark veil over His
eyes as His bodily strength ebbed
away.

He was thinking the thoughts of
the 22nd and 23rd Psalms. ‘'Yea,
though | walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil: FOR THOU ART WITH ME.” There
had never been a single time in
Jesus' life when He had been un-
able to call on God the Father and
actually feel the strength and vitality
of the response. Always the cour-
age, the faith and the help came.
The Secret Revealed. Then Jesus
was shocked by something He
never remotely expected! He saw,
as it were, the back of God walking
away from Him out into the nothing-
ness of eternity! He knew it and He
felt it. His Father had left Him abso-
lutely alone! And He didn't under-
stand it — then.

‘*Jesus cried with a loud
voice ... My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me?'" (Matt.
27:46.) Jesus never said a word He
didn’'t mean! Jesus didn't cheat
with words; He meant it with all of
His being. There was no more help!
Jesus was utterly by Himself!

Now do you understand why the
Bible says: “When he had BY HIM-
SELF purged our sins, [He] sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on
high’ (Heb. 1:3). Jesus had to en-
dure those final moments alone —
with horrible agony of spirit, mind
and body!

But He had the spiritual reserve
and the character to do it!

Finally, Jesus felt a sharp metal
spear jamming into His side, cutting
the tissue and the organs, severing
blood vessels and rupturing His
bladder — and perhaps even rip-
ping open His stomach.

Then nothing. He was dead!

Three days and three nights later
Jesus stepped triumphantly
through a solid rock wall, having
been transformed instantaneously
back into spirit life to become the
glorified Son of God sitting at the
right hand of the Father in heaven
with all the power in the universe in
His capable hands. Power not only
to rule this earth, but to save
humankind from itself. Once again
He was able to step out into space
itself. O

(To be continued)

FYOUD LKE
TOKNOW
MORE

Many hundreds have written
asking if we have representatives
in their areas to counsel with
them personally and to answer
their questions.

The answer is yes, we do.

The Worldwide Church of God
stations personal representatives
(most are ordained ministers) in
the United States and British
Commonwealth and many other
areas of the world. These men
will visit you, if invited, directly in
your own home.

So if you have spiritual matters
to discuss or questions to ask
about biblical topics such as re-
pentance, baptism, etc., please
feel free to write us and request a
private appointment. Worldwide
mailing addresses are as follows:

e United States: P.O. Box 111,
Pasadena, California 91123
(Or simply dial this toll-free
number in the continental
U.S.: 1-800-423-4444. Read-
ers in California, Alaska and
Hawaii may call 213-577-5225
collect.)

e United Kingdom, Europe, In-
dia, and Africa: P.O. Box 111,
St. Albans, Herts., England

e Australia: G.P.O. Box 202,
Burleigh Heads, Queensland
4220 (Or dial this number:
075-35-4233 — reverse the
charges.)

e Canada: P.O. Box 44, Station
A, Vancouver, B.C.

e South Africa: P.O. Box 1060,
Johannesburg 2000 (Or dial
this number: 011-216406.)
Other areas of the world

should check the inside front

cover (staff box) for the address
of our office nearest you.
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THE BIBLE [\ A CHANGING WORID

TEENAGE
TIPPLING

Many parents are giving a sigh of
relief. After a decade of turning on
with all kinds of illegal, strange
drugs, teenagers are turning back
to the familiar, tried-and-true alco-
hol.

They need to consider the words
of Dr. Morris Chafetz, Director of
the National Institute of Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism in the United
States: "'Parents who learn their
children are not using the so-called
‘other’ drugs, but the drug alcohol,
are relieved. And while we are not
getting into a competitive battle with
other drugs, but a comparative one,
parents are being relieved into a
serious situation. Since no drug
comes close in any measurement to
the human and social destruction of
alcohol problems, these parents are
being relaxed into a situation that is
like jumping from the frying pan
into the fire.”

Teenage tippling is nothing new.
What is new is that they seem to be
starting at an earlier age and seem
to be hitting the bottle harder than
previous generations.

Drinking and driving is one of the
major hazards of teenage drinking.
The car has become a favorite
“watering hole” for youth. But
drinking and driving don't mix —
about 60% of traffic deaths among
youth involve alcohol.

Drinking and other drugs don't
mix either. Taking alcohol and up-
pers, downers, or opiates can result
in a synergistic syndrome. That is,
the combining of two drugs may
result in an effect far greater than
the sum of effects of the drugs
taken on separate occasions. For
example, one small dose of anti-
histamine chased down by one
small dose of alcohol will have not
two — but perhaps 20 times the
effect of a single drink. And alcohol
mixed with barbiturates or other
“downers’’ can be fatal.

Experimentation and excess

GOOD NEWS April 1976

seem to be hallmarks of adoles-
cence. In the case of drunkenness,
it might seem like fun at the time,
but it can be fatal when mixed with
driving or other drugs. And then
there is always the hangover the
next day as well as long-term haz-
ards to the health and pocketbook if
one drunken binge leads to an-
other, and then another, and then
another. That is why God counsels:
“Hear, my son, and be wise, and
direct your mind in the way. Be not
among winebibbers, or among glut-
tonous eaters of meat; for the
drunkard and the glutton will come
to poverty, and drowsiness will
clothe a man with rags’” (Prov.
23:19-21).

And Solomon, who had tried it
all, wrote: "‘Rejoice, O young man,
in your youth, and let your heart
cheer you in the days of your
youth; walk in the ways of your
heart and the sight of your eyes.
But know that for all these things
God will bring you into judgment.
Remove vexation from your mind,
and put away pain from your
body. . . . Remember also your Cre-
ator in the days of your youth . . ."
(Eccl. 11:9-12:1).

WHEN “FREE SEX"”
IS NOT SO FREE

Every year millions of teenagers
discover that ‘'free sex'' is really not
so free after all. One price they pay
for their promiscuity comes in the
form of VD.

Venereal disease is that part of
promiscuous sex that teenagers
don’t like to talk about — or, for that
matter, don’t know much about —
but that a lot of them are con-
tracting. In fact, the number of teen-
agers afflicted by VD has reached
epidemic proportions. Every hour of
every day in the United States, over
20 persons aged 15-19 become in-
fected with gonorrhea.

More than 750,000 new cases of
gonorrhea were reported to health
officials in 1973. Well over two

thirds of the cases occurred among
persons under 25. Almost half of
these were teens and younger —
ages 10-19.

The picture is actually darker
than these statistics paint. Health
authorities use the rule of thumb
that the actual number of new
cases of VD is about four times the
reported number.

Worse yet, there are at least a
dozen diseases other than gonor-
rhea and syphilis that can be con-
tracted by sexual intercourse. The
“dirty dozen" include trichomonas
vaginalis, chlamydia, nonspecific
urethritis, genital warts, and pubic
lice or ‘“‘crabs.” But the one that
most concerns health authorities is
the herpes simplex virus types 1
and 2 (HSV). Ten years ago it was
thought to be a rare disease. But
now a conservative estimate of
300,000 genital herpes infections
are being treated annually in the
U.S., making HSV the second most
prevalent venereal disease.

“Chastity is the only known guar-
antee against venereal disease,"
says Dr. Philip Reichert. “This is
one of the oldest medical facts
known to man.” Also one of the
oldest biblical facts. The number of
biblical warnings and examples of
the hazards of promiscuity are too
numerous to mention. Suffice it to
cite the warnings in a book espe-
cially addressed to young people:
Proverbs. Young people are specifi-
cally warned to see through the
temptations of promiscuity and
consider the end result — to see the
very unhealthy hook in the appealing
bait. Proverbs 5:11 in particular de-
scribes the health consequences,
probably including venereal disease:
“And thou moan, when thine end
cometh, when thy flesh and thy body
are consumed"’ (Jewish Publication
Society translation).

The biblical injunctions against
promiscuity are not arbitrary do's
and dont's. They are based on the
real facts of life and love. For more
information write for our free book-
lets VD — The Silent Epidemic and
Is Sex Sin? O
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DOES GOD HAVE A

MASTER PLAN?

Throughout the ages of
man, philosophers, mystics
and visionaries have pon-
dered the meaning of human
existence. Why was man
placed on this good, green
earth? What, if anything, is
God doing with His human
creation? Does God have any
kind of plan, or is man merely
some kind of uncontrolled,
divine experiment?

by Brian Knowles

pen, doesn't it? It's all action and
reaction. The fickle finger of
fate seems to be constantly stab-
bing the human race entirely at ran-
dom. You never know what's going
to happen next. There just doesn't
seem to be any purpose in it all.
The Apparent Futility of Life. It
appears that there is no plan, no
intelligible scheme of things. Life is
a series of accidents and chance
circumstances. Everything is cy-
clical it seems; history does repeat
itself. There is predictable pattern
but no apparent purpose.

People go on having wars, maim-
ing and kiling each other, never
seeming to learn the lessons of his-
tory. Any solved problem is immedi-
ately replaced by another just as
serious. Man advances tech-
nologically, but regresses morally
and spiritually.

Good people suffer too! Evil
people thrive and capitalize on the
vulnerability of the masses. Oppres-
sion is the hallmark of our age;
there is no apparent justice. Those
who break the rules seem to get
away with it with impunity. The

te on earth just seems to hap-
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wicked flourish like a green bay tree
(see Psalm 37:35, KJV).

To the average citizen of the
world, life just doesn't seem to
make a whole lot of sense. It's a
series of happenings over which
one seems to have little control.
Many disillusioned people, faced
with the harshness of life on this
planet, descend into an attitude of
despair and cynicism.

“Where is God?"' they ask. "I
don't see any purpose in all this
mess that mankind has gotten him-
self into. | think the best thing to do
is to eat, drink and be merry. To-
morrow we'll all be dead anyway."

And so they adopt an attitude of
selfishness. Me first. I'm going to
get all | can out of this life. | don't
want to hurt anyone, but | will if |
have to.

Life becomes an endless round
of pleasure seeking and self-indul-
gence. It becomes meaningless and
fruitless.

Too many people adopt an atti-

tude of total pragmatism and oppor-
tunism. They give up on life in a
sense. After all, what's the use of
being moral if people are just going
to step on you for it? Why try to fit
yourself into some great scheme of
things when everyone seems to
have a different idea of what the
scheme is — or even whether there
is one?
Reason for Life. Of course, not
everyone who has searched for
meaning in life has become cynical.
Abraham Lincoln, for example, con-
cluded that “The Almighty has his
purposes’ (address to an Indiana
regiment). Winston Churchill, Brit-
ain's wartime leader, was convinced
that ““There is a great purpose being
worked out here below.”

Those who truly wish to find
meaning in life can do so. God, the
Creator of life, has revealed Himself
and His purpose in the pages of the
Bible. To those who accept God's
written revelation, His plan is no
mystery.

Speaking of the Church, the
apostle Paul wrote: ""For he [God]
has made known to us in all wisdom
and insight the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on
earth" (Eph. 1:9-10).

God has a purpose — a plan!
That plan is being worked out by
Jesus Christ. It will come to fruition
in “the fullness of time” and it will
involve the uniting of all of the ele-
ments of the universe in Christ!

What God is telling us is that
someday it will all come together —
it will all make sense! What seems
to be a random, uncontrolled divine
experiment will ultimately jell into a
beautiful, cohesive unity that will
dazzle the senses and stagger the
mind!

Jesus Christ, as “Executive Di-
rector’” of the divine plan, is very
much on the job. He said: “| work
and my father works" (John 5:17).
Christ is working out the great mas-
ter plan of salvation which involves
the reconciliation of all of mankind
to God. Ultimately, Jesus will bring
about the “restitution of all things”
(Acts 3:21, KJV).

But how is this to be done? What
is the mechanism through which
God is working? How does it in-
volve Jesus Christ?

Jesus’ Message. Jesus Christ
came with a message from God the
Father. It was one of good news —

GOOD NEWS April 1976



the ‘‘gospel of your salvation"
(Eph. 1:13). That message con-
tained hope for the future of the
human race. It was a message of
how man could be reconciled to
God and how he could actually be-
come a part of His divine Kingdom.
Therefore it was called ‘“‘the gospel
of the kingdom™” (Matt. 24:14). In
the first instance of Jesus' preach-
ing, we find this account: ‘‘Now af-
ter John was arrested, Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching the gospel
of God, and saying, ‘The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand; repent, and believe in the
gospel’ "' (Mark 1:14).

Jesus came to reveal the way into
the Kingdom of God! Prior to Jesus'
time the people had only had "'the
law and the prophets’ (Luke
16:16), but now "‘grace and truth"
were added (John 1:17). Jesus
brought the light of the gospel into
the world. He came with new infor-
mation that had not previously been
revealed. Until God sent Jesus
Christ with the message of the gos-
pel, the plan of God had been
somewhat enigmatic to the religious
world. A blanket of *‘darkness'’ had
been spread over the Jewish
people concerning the real mean-
ing of the Scriptures. Paul pointed
out that “God gave them a spirit of
stupor, eyes that should not see
and ears that should not hear,
down to this very day'' (Rom. 11:8).

No one had really understood,
with full comprehension, the mar-
velous plan of God up until that
time. Even Paul confessed that ‘we
know in part” (I Cor. 13:9, KJV).

Though we still see through a
darkened glass, we do see much
more clearly than in ages past! God
has revealed the essential elements
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of His master plan to the Church.

The average man on the street
would consider most of this foolish-
ness, of course. “Nobody really
knows what God is doing,” he
would explain. ‘“The unspiritual
man does not receive the gifts of
the Spirit of God, for they are folly
to him, and he is not able to under-
stand them because they are spiri-
tually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14).

So long as the world refuses to

“repent and believe the gospel,"” it
cannot know what God is doing!
The world has shut itself off from
that information by its refusal to
submit to God.
A Way Out. But you can know! You
can understand. Jesus said: "'Come
to me, all who labor and are heavy-
laden, and | will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn from
me . .."” (Matt. 11:28-29).

Jesus Christ, the Captain of our
Salvation, will teach and instruct
you through His Word and through
the Holy Spirit. But you will first
have to allow Him to enter into your
life — and become a vital part of it!
The only real hope of eternal glory
is "‘Christ in us’' as Paul pointed out
in Colossians 1:27. Jesus Christ is
the “‘door” through which we enter
into eternal life. He is the only way
to the Kingdom of God. He said: ‘I
am the way, and the truth, and the
life" (John 14:6). There is no other
name under heaven by which we
can be saved (Acts 4:12).

There is no way anyone can re-
ject Christ and still expect to under-
stand the plan of God. Christ is the
key figure in that plan. He is work-
ing it out. He alone has made it
possible for man to be reconciled to
his Creator: “For in him all the full-
ness of God was pleased to dwell,

and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, making peace by the
blood of his cross” (Col. 1:19-20).

It is through Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross that God set up the mech-
anism by which man could be rec-
onciled to God. That aspect of the
plan is complete. Jesus was born of
a virgin, lived, preached, was cruci-
fied, died, was buried and was res-
urrected after three days and three
nights. He now sits at the right hand
of God the Father as High Priest
and Mediator for the children of
God (the Church). The act that
made it possible for man to be re-
united with God is complete. In that
sense, man has been reconciled:
“And you, who once were es-
tranged and hostile in mind, doing
evil deeds; he has now reconciled
in his body of flesh by his
death . . .” (Col. 1:21-22).

Paul was addressing the Church.

Those who are true Christians and
have accepted the lordship of
Christ, and who have faith in His
sacrifice, have been reconciled to
God. We are forgiven, washed in
the blood of the '‘Lamb.’* We are no
longer cut off from God by our sins
(Isa. 59:2).
We Don’t Have It Made. But we
don't have it “‘in the bag’'! We can
still lose that condition of reconcilia-
tion. God has attached a string, a
provision, on that status: *. .. Pro-
vided that you continue in the faith,
stable and steadfast, not shifting
from the hope of the gospel..."
(Col. 1:23).

This is very important! Christians
must realize that it is entirely pos-
sible to /ose out on salvation even
after they have been reconciled to
God by the blood of Christ! Paul
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himself did not believe that he had it
made, though he was reconciled.
He wrote: “‘l count not myself to
have apprehended . . ."” (Phil. 3:13,
KJV). He knew he could lose out on
the Kingdom if he forsook his hope
in the gospel.

“For if we sin deliberately after
receiving the knowledge of the
truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful pros-
pect of judgment, and a fury of fire
which will consume the adver-
saries' (Heb. 10:26-27). This refers
to reverting to “'sin’’ as a way of life.
It speaks of returning to the world
out of which one was called — of
forsaking the Christian way of life.
Peter likened it to a dog returning
to its own vomit (Il Peter 2:22).

(A word of qualification here.
Many have worried unnecessarily
about ‘‘the unpardonable sin."”
They have lived in fear and terror
because they feel they may have
committed it inadvertently. If you
have been concerned about this,
please be sure to write for our free
booklets titled Just What Do You
Mean . . . ""The Unpardonable
Sin''? and Just What Do You
Mean . . . Conversion? They will put
your mind at ease.)

The point is: it is possible to be

“lost” after one has been recon-
ciled to God through Christ! Every
Christian should strive to make his
‘“calling and election sure”’
(Il Peter 1:10, KJV).
Intended From the Beginning. As
we have clearly seen, God does
have a purpose — a master plan for
the universe. It is being worked out
through the agency of Jesus Christ.
And that purpose is one of long
standing. It was established even
before the creation of the first man.
God knew just how He would rec-
oncile man to Himself in Christ even
before the world was created!
Speaking of those who would ulti-
mately be in the Kingdom, Jesus
said: “‘Come, O blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation
of the world"' (Matt. 25:34).

God had intended, right from the
very beginnings of the material uni-
verse, to provide a Kingdom for the
saints to inherit. Preparations were
made long beyond the memory of
man.
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But certain aspects of that great
master plan had been hidden from
man's understanding. God did not
reveal the entirety of His plan to the
early patriarchs of the Old Testa-
ment. Many of the prophets earn-
estly desired to look into the things
which we can now understand and
know (Matt. 13:17). But Jesus ut-
tered “‘what has been hidden since
the foundation of the world’’ (Matt.
13:35).

God's plan was “finished" — that
is, established — at the very begin-
ning: . . . His works were finished
from the foundation of the world”
(Heb. 4:3). God knew, even before
creation, that Christ would have to

God does have a purpose
— a master plan for the
universe. It is being worked
out through the agency
of Jesus Christ.

And that purpose is one
of long standing.

It was established even
before the creation
of the first man.

come to this earth and be revealed
to man. Peter wrote: ""He was des-
tined before the foundation of the
world but was made manifest at the
end of the times for your sake”
(I Peter 1:20).

God knew that He was going to
select a people, an ekklesia (church
or group), to exemplify His way
upon the earth. And He knew that
long before He created man
through Christ: ''Even as he chose
us in him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy
and blameless before him'' (Eph.
1:4).

God knew that Christ would have
to die in order to pay the penalty for
human sin. The Lamb was ‘‘slain

from the foundation of the world"
(Rev. 13:8, KJV).

Every human being, from Adam

to the last human being ever born,
will have his or her opportunity to
become a part of God's great plan
of salvation! God is not willing that
any should perish, but that “all
should reach repentance’’ (Il Peter
3:9).
The Three Resurrections. Each of
us will be included in one of a se-
ries of three possible resurrections.
There is a resurrection to eternal
life; there is one to judgment; and
finally, one to eternal death.

Jesus said: ‘Do not marvel at
this; for the hour is coming when all
who are in the tombs will hear his
voice and come forth, those who
have done good, to the resurrection
of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of judg-
ment” (John 5:28, 29).

Those who take part in the first
resurrection will live and rule with
Christ in the Kingdom, adminis-
tering God's government on this
earth for a thousand years (see
Rev. 20:4, 6).

Others who have never had an
opportunity to be called to the King-
dom will be resurrected back to
physical life and given an opportu-
nity to live God's way. This second
resurrection will occur after the
thousand-year rule of the saints:
“The rest of the dead did not come
to life again until the thousand
years were ended”’ (verse 5).

But all who refuse to “bend the
knee'' to God, in the final analysis,
will come up in a final resurrection
to be judged and condemned to
eternal death from which there will
be no resurrection. Those who have
been incorrigible and unwilling to
submit to God's rule and govern-
ment will be destroyed in this third
resurrection. “Then Death and
Hades [the grave] were thrown into
the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire; and if any
one's name was not found written
in the book of life, he was thrown
into the lake of fire”’ (verses 14-15).
(More detailed information may be
obtained by writing for After Death
— Then What? and “lIs This the
Only Day of Salvation?'")

The Exciting Climax. After the
third resurrection, which follows the
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millennium, God the Father will de-
scend to a refurbished earth which
has been prepared for Him by
Christ and the saints. John wrote of
this in Revelation 21: “Then | saw a
new heaven and a new earth. . . . |
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from
God . ..and | heard a great voice
from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the
dwelling of God is with men. He will
dwell with them . ..and God him-
self will be with them . .." (verses
1-3).

Here we are reading about the
culmination of the master plan of
God! Here is the exciting climax to
that great, divine purpose! God
dwelling with men! The complete
absence of evil in the earth and its
environs.

In- the new Jerusalem, '‘There
shall no more be anything ac-
cursed, but the throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and his
servants shall worship him; they
shall see his face, and his name
shall be on their foreheads’ (Rev.
22:3-4).

At this point in future history,
every human being who has ever
lived on earth will have had his or
her chance for salvation. The vast
majority of mankind will have
“made it." Some — the incorrigible
wicked — will have ceased to exist.
They will have been burned up
completely in the lake of fire (see
Malachi 4:1). No trace, no spirit, no
soul, no flesh — nothing of them will
remain. It will be as though they
had not been.

Satan, too, will have been ban-
ished to "outer darkness.” Never
again, from that time on, will he or
his demons be allowed to influence
the children of God. They will be
like “‘wandering stars for whom the
nether gloom of darkness has been
reserved forever” (Jude 13).

Evil will have been banished from
the universe and peace will reign
supreme. Death will be a thing of
the past. Mankind will have realized
his ultimate destiny within the family
of God. Man will have been made
immortal.

The apostle Paul summed up the
sequence of events in the master
plan of God in his letter to the Co-
rinthians: ““As in Adam all men die,
so in Christ all will be brought to
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