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More News of GOD'S Church 
More BLESSINGS continue to come from the Almighty! Keep 
your HEART and interest and prayers in these things God is 

doing in His Church! 

H IGHLlGHTING this year's Annual 
conference of God's ministers 
was the celebration of the 25th 

Anniversary of The World Tomorrow 
broadcast. It was something we should 
be very thankful to God for-and re­
joice over. And we did! 

Some weeks before the ministerial 
conference, Mr. Ted Armstrong realized 
that after all their years of service in 
God's work, Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong 
certainly deserved a special tribute on 
the 25th Anniversary of The World 
Tomorrow broadcast, and their part in 
it. And so, with the help of others, he 
planned a surprise banquet in honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong and the 25th 
Anniversary of this broadcasting work. 
The ministers in the field were quietly 
written, and told to come in a little 
earlier than usual so they would be here 
by the first Sunday in January. As most 
of you know, this broadcast began on 
the first Sunday in January, 1934. It 
was quite a job keeping the plans and 
preparations a secret from Mr. and Mrs. 
Armstrong, but somehow it was man­
aged! 

The Banquet 

The banquet was held in Ambassador 
Hall, former mansion of multimillion­
aire Hulett C. Merritt, which has now 
become the main classroom building 
of Ambassador College. It was held in 
the beautiful Rose Room on the first 
floor, furnished with imported woods 
from all over the world. As we waited 
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expectantly for Mr. and Mrs. Arm­
strong, many thoughts raced through my 
mind. I remembered how, as a slUJellt 
in college, I had often looked up from 
Terrace Drive, the street down below, 
and wondered if God would ever give us 
thIS "tremendous" mansion-as it ap­
peared to me then-a student in work 
clothes working his way through col­
lege. 

I remembered how God gave us this 
mansion for less than the price that it 
would cost to build the fence around it! 
I remembered how I had learneJ that 
President Eisenhower, then General 
Eisenhower, and General Douglas Mac­
Arthur had both dined in this fabulous 
residence. 1 remembered hearing that 
Paderewski and other notables from 
the world of music and art had been 
entertained and dined here. 

And now I realized, as I am sure 
many others did, that at last the Al­
mighty God who owns and rules every­
thing had decreed lhal His humble 
human servants, Herbert W. and Loma 
D. Armstrong, would be permitted to 
be honored at a wonderful banquet and 
with spiritual fellowship, this time, in 
this former millionaire's estate. Perhaps 
Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong had to work 
hard and suffpr long for this privilege, 
and most of all the other blessings that 
have gone with their service to God, 
but they have certainly richly deserved 
the banquet anJ liI(: thallkfulness of 
everyone who attended that evening! 

We truly wished that everyone of you 

dear brethren could have attended this 
banquet and enjoyed the fellowship 
with us. Bur because of necessity, it was 
felt best to invite only the ministers and 
those teachers and business associates 
who have directly dealt with T he World 
T ornorrow broadcast over the years. 
The Rose Room was lit with candles 
for the occasion, the tables were beau­
tifully decorated, and the meal was 
served by some of the advanced men of 
Ambassador College who were dressed 
in formal waiter's attire for the occa­
sion. 

Mr. Ted Armstrong had "lured" his 
father and mother over to Ambassador 
Hall on the pretext of seeing something 
important before they went to eat. Sud­
denly, the heavily paneled sliding door 
was rolled back, they viewed with sur­
prise the assembled guests in the beau­
tifully decorated Rose Room, and in 
unison all the guests shouted "surprise." 

It certainly was a happy surprise for 
Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong, and their 
faces beamed with happiness through­
our the evening. This made the occasion 
very enjoyable for everyone, but even 
more than this, I think I can tell you 
brethren-and that you will understand 
-that there was a deep spiritual feeling 
and thankfulness in all of us at the sig­
nificance of this 25th Anniversary of 
the work of GOD, and what it should 
mean to us human instruments. 

The Program 

The entertainment for the evemng 
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consisted of a special recording on. tape 
in which Mr. Norman Smith had pIeced 
together excerpts of Tbe World T omor­
/'Ow broadcast over the years from ItS 

inception. From some of the early pro­
grams, we heard Mrs. Armstrong and 
a special ensemble from the Eugene 
Church singing on the program! It was 
pleasant and also amusing in a way to 
the Annstrongs, and to us aiL From 
sorne of the old tapes, we heard Mr. 
Armstrong warning this nation of a 
coming United States of Europe-the 

• • 1 very power that is now nS111g up. 
Throughout the program recorded on 

tape, we could see the growt~ of T be 
If/ arid Tomorrow broadcast In every 
way. Each yea~, it has G~OWN in p.ow~r, 
in effect and 111 professlOnal qualtty 111 
the speaking, the singing, and even the 
announcements. Like God's Church and 
His work, it has gone forward continu­
ally. 

Toward the end of this special tape, 
we heard the new voices that had been 
brought in on The World Tomorrow 
broadcast from time to time. We heard 
the deep, resonant radio voice of Mr. 
Dick Armstrong speaking to us fr?m 
Paris, France, and giving. a stirr111g 
description of events prepanng the way 
for the coming united Europe. ~hts 
made us realize more than ever the Im­
portant part God Almighty has used 
him in in His work near the close of 
this age. 

We also heard Mr. Herman Hoeh 
speaking to us from Europe, by tape, 
and analyzing the European scene and 
its relationship to prophecy. We heard 
Roderick C. Meredith analyzing the flse 
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of m1"nr~ I .-l ise~se all over this nation 
and its prophetic signifi~ance. Then we 
heard the booming voice of Mr. Garner 
Ted Armstrong as he began broadcas~­
ing, from time co lime, ill place of hiS 
father. 

Last of all, we heard a portion of the 
most recent broadcast, the very one of 
the 25th Anniversary of this work in 
which Mr. Armstrong pointed out the 
significance of this event. By this time, 
it was evident to all that the growth and 
power and effectiveness of this broadcast 
has grown tremendously .over the years. 
This is the work of God! 

Mr. Armstrong's Admonition 

Near the close of the evening, Mr. 
Armstrong was called upon to make a 
speech-or at least talk to us a bit 1!1 re­
lation to this occasion. As many years as 
some of us have known him, it was 
still surprising to hear him-in front 
of all the assembled ministers of God, 
and the business executives, teachers in 
the colleges, and department heads .of 
this work-telt us with such uttcr sm­
cerity how absolutely WEAK and ineffec­
tive and human he personally felt he 
was, and how ttnworthy he felt of the 
commission God had called upon hIm 
to perform. Yet, as he pointed out, per­
haps the reason God has called us. ~ho 
are weak is that somehow we are wlll1l1g 
to take correction, and to change and to 
grow and to really YIELD to God and His 
power. . 

Mr. Armstrong made us all realIze 
more than ever that somehow-perhaps 
in spite of ourselves-we have all been 
used in the very work of the Creator! 
He related some of the trials and tests 
and sufferings that he and Mrs. Arm­
~trong had to go throu,!?h. in building 
this work, and the oppositIOn they have 
endured up until this day. He showed 
how GOD had been the 0171y one they 
could really rely on for help and 
strength to see them through. I feel 
sure that by the time he finis~ed speak­
ing everyone-even some busI?ess asso­
ciates not in the Church-realtzed more 
than ever that they had heard from the 
chosen servant God has called to do His 
work in this age. 

I can truly say that this occasion 
closed with a pervading atmosphere of 
spiritual thankfulness and gratitude, and 
a deeper realization of the purpose .and 
calling of God. We know by the time­
table of prophecy that there will nev~r 
be another 25th Anniversary of thiS 
type in the present age. But we know 
that it was ro God's glory that we were 
able to commemorate this Anniversary, 
and that Christ was with His servants, 
in spirit, ~s W1" T1"joiced on . this oc~a­
sion in the beautiful surroundings whICh 
He so wonderfully provided. 
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Good News from London! 

You brethren will all be happy to 
know that word was sent from God's 
headquarters in Pasadena to His min­
isters in London, England, to approve 
the ordination of Mr. Ernest Martin to 

the ministry of Jesus Christ! This or­
dination was carried out by Mr. Ray­
mond McNair and Mr. George Meeker, 
JUSt before Mr. Meeker. lef~ from Lon­
don airport to return 111 tIme for the 
ministerial conferences in Pasadena. 

As many of you know, Mr. Martin 
graduated from Ambassador C~)llege 
last June, and was already a .splrltm~1 
leader and strong instrument In God s 
Church. But instead of being sent Out 
to take over a local church, we felt he 
was needed more in London as manager 
of the growing overseas office located 
there. In the office, and in assisting the 
minister in the London Church, Mr. 
Martin proved himself completely dedi­
cated, capable and faithful. With. t!1e 
increased authority and responslbt!1ty 
that this ordination as a minister of God 
will give him, Mr. Martin will now be 
able to assist even more powerfully Mr. 
Raymond McNair if~ ~he spiritual min-
istry there in the Bfltlsh Isles. . 

Let LlS give God thanks for. call1n$ 
Mr. Ernest Marrin, and for making thiS 
possible. . 

Another happy news ttem from the 
London Church indicates that the work 
in Britain is continuing to grow, and 
also the London Church. In fact. both 
Mr. McNair and Mr. Martin are doing 
their part to increase the local mem­
bership in more ways than one-for 
they will both soon ?~come fathe~s! 
This will be the McNan s second child 
and the Martin's first child. Congratu­
lations to the happy parents-to-be, and 
best wi~hes to the London Church! 

New Church in Sherman Oaks 

Another bit of good news is that we 
are in the process of organizing. a ne.\\' 
church in Sherman Oaks, CalIfor!11a, 
which is in the greater Los Angeles area. 
This :lTe<l is JUSt north of Hollywood, 
and having a new church there will serve 
several purposes and bring blessings to 
all concerned. 

Pirst, it will save people from this 
area and many living even on bey~nd 
a great deal of driving time in gOing 
clear over to Pasadena. Then, and most 
important, it will help all those c?n­
cerned to grow spiritually by putting 
them more on their own feet and caus­
ing them to h~ve more personal respon­
sibility in a smaller church. 

Indirectly, this will help the Pasad:na 
Church by alleviating an approaching 
crowded comlirion ill lhe hall we are 
now using for our services. Well over 
700 people are now attending the Pasa-
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dena Church regularly! Since the 
Church is constantly growing, this pre­
sents not only the problem of a larger 
plan: to meet, but also brings about the 
fact that there are so many people in 
attendance that the personal relationship 
with the ministers is lost. So keeping 
anyone congregation from becoming 
tOo large and unwieldy is a very im­
portant thing. 

Also, a new church in Sherman Oaks 
will hdp immensely in creating more 
opportunities for training many of our 
advanced men in Ambassador College 
and God's Church who need this ex­
pcritllct" in order to prepare for full 
time service in the ministry. Every ad­
ditional church in this area means that 
just that many more opportunities are 
created for the potential ministers com­
ing along to bring sermonettes, to 
counsel and to help with spiritual prob­
lems, and to prepare to go out into the 
field and serve many of you there later 
on. So you can all see that this is im­
portant! 

De sure LO pray that God will bless 
this new church, and help the members 
there to appreciate the opportunity and 
to make more spiritual growth than 
ever betore. Also, continually pray that 
God will prepare more ministers for 
His service in this rapidly growing 
work. We are what yOll miehr rail des­
perately short of really qualified, trained 
and consecrated ministers to take care of 
rhe tremendous harvest which God is 
now beginning to grant around tbi~ 
earth! "Pray ye," Jesus said, "that the 
Lord of the harvest will send forth more 
laborers into His harvest." 

News from the Northwest Area 
It was decided in the ministerial con­

ference that it was best to send three fully 
ordamed ministers to take care of the 
growing churches and problems in the 
Northwest area of Washington and 
Oregon. It had been previo1lsly planned 
to send Mr. Jimmy Friddle back to the 
churches in Tacoma, Washington, and 
Portland. Oregon, and to send Mr. Burk 
McNair to pastor the churches ill Salelll 
and Eugene, Oregon. But in view of the 
tremendous growth potential in this 
area, and of the growing need to train 
younger mlfllsters ill the /letd, it was 
decided to send Mr. Raymond Cole, the 
evangelist supervising the ministers in 
the field. also to this area. 

Mr. Cole has not gone as a pastor over 
anyone particular church. This will be 
handled as previously indicated. How­
ever, ht; will be free to handle many 
problems and to build up the potential 
throughout this whole Northwest area 
and, from time to time, to train younger 
men graduating from the college in the 
problems that come up in the field. We 
debated for some time as to whether or 
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not Mr. Cole could be spared from 
Pasadena for this assignment, but God 
finally directed Mr. Armstrong to see 
that this was the most important POSt 
requiring him at this time. 

A Sad Event 

Now a very sad t:vt:nt has taken place 
which helps us realize, perhaps, at least 
one of the reasons why that decision was 
made. Many of you brethren probably 
know that Mrs. Moyer, one of the lead­
ing brethren in the Eugene church, and a 
long time faithful pillar in this church 
through many trials, has been ill for 
some time. She was past man's allotted 
three score and ten years, but neverthe­
less was continuing as a faithful and 
zealous member in God's Church and 
a cheerful and helpful servant of Christ. 

But now, in His wisdom, God has 
permitted Mrs. Moyer to die. This is 
certainly very sad news for many of us 
who have known and loved her through 
the years, and admired the Christian ex­
ample she always set. But, although no 

human is the final JUDGE, we feel sure 
that we can see by the "fruits," as Jesus 
said, that she could say with Paul, "I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith: hence­
forth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness" (II Tim. 4:7-8). 

Because of several problems that came 
up regarding her illness, and because 
the Eugene Church is now without one 
of its oldest and strongest members, we 
can now see more than ever why God 
directed that Mr. Raymond Cole should 
go to Eugene. As one of the older min­
isters, he has been able to handle these 
problems in an effective manner and 
now two of God's ministers are in Eu­
gene to help that church when it needs 
them mose. 

"0 the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable afe His judgments, and His 
ways past finding Out!" (Rom. 11: 33) . 

Our Own College Physician 

Since the death last summer of Dr. 
Ralph E. Merrill, our former college 
physician and member of the church, we 
have been in real need of a competent 
physician who could serve in the ca­
pacity of adviser and counsellor for our 
local church members, and act as the 
official physician of Ambassador Col 
lege. It is important not only from a 
health but a legal point of view that we 
have someone acting in this capacity. 

God foresaw this need, and has re­
cently called a successful physician into 
His truth who decided to move to Pasa­
dena and be a member of the headquar­
ters church here. His name is Dr. Roark, 
and he and his wife were baptized a 
few months ago by Mr. Benjamin Rea. 
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We certainly welcome them here, and 
hope that all of you brethren may re­
joice in what God has made possible. 

Dr. Roark has recently passed his 
California State Board examinations so 
that he is now fully licensed to practice 
in California. He hopes to do the same 
thing in Texas so that he will be able 
to serve as a physician and counsellor 
for the Church at the Feast of Taber­
nacles, and to take care of any prob­
lems-as God would have us do--so 
that we will be both helped by his ex­
perience and knowledge of the human 
body, and protected from a legal point 
of view in having a competent physician 
in consultation in any serious illness. 
Certainly all of you brethren should 
prtly that God will make this possible, 
and that He will guide and bless and 
use Dr. Roark as an instrument in His 
hands even as He did Luke "the be­
loved physician" (CoL 4: 14) . 

Passover in New York City! 
Exciting plans are now being made 

to send at least two of our rmnisters 
back to New York City to conduct Pass­
over services and hold the Feast the 
following night, and conduct either 
preaching services or Bible studies in 
the evenings during the Days of Un­
leavened Bread in that metropolis. 
Scores of brethren in this area have 
been unable to attend Passover serv­
ices before because of the tremendous 
driving distance, and some have written 
sayillt:; tbey would appreciate the op­
portunity to have such services some­
where in the Northeast. 

If God makes this possible, many of 
you brethren from the New England 
states on south on the Eastern seaboard 
should begin to make tentative plans 
to come to New York City to attend the 
Passover, and by all meam the Feast 
the following night, and to stay for as 
many of the preaching services and 
Bible studies Jurillg the Days of Un­
leavened Bread as possible! We will 
probably inform you in a special bul­
letin when plans are completed as to 
the exact time and place of services, 
and all the arrangements you will need 
to make. Bur we hope that this advance 
announcement will start you planning 
to get this time off from work, and will 
cause all our brethren to pray that God 
will make this possible and bless and 
guide in these services ami in their ar­
rangement. 

Let us all keep GROWING with God's 
work and His Church! The continual 
growth of this work and the speeding 
up of world events show that the END 

of this age-and the work of God's 
Church-is at hand. "Now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we be­
lieved" (Romans 13:11). 
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Qgestion 'Box 
Your questions answered in these columns! Your opportunity to have 

discussed those problems pertaining directly to members of God's Church. 

Are tithes and offerings to the College 
and the Church tax deductible? 

This is the time of the year when 
many of God's people are charged with 
income tax questions and problems. Per­
haps the problem is not as complicated 
as it seems at first glance. The answers 
to some of the difficulties commonly 
found in the mind of the taxpaying 
member flfe here hriefly f'xplained. 

Tithes and offerings, amounting to 
30% of the income, given to Ambassa­
dor College and the Church are tax de­
ductible. They come under a special 
provision of the Internal Revenue laws 
which permits deductions of up to 20% 
of adjusted gross income for contribu­
tions to the Church. Another 10% to 
the College. Never more than 20% is, 
however, allowed as a deduction to a 
church. 

The average person does not give to 
his church amounts that even begin 
to approach a first tithe. This being 
(rue, Gud's peuple Jtaud uut ill lhe 
group of taxpayers as generous givers 
to the Church. Their tax claims are 
quite often questioned and they are 
called upon to produce evidence of their 
Church support. 

The Radio Church of God does have 
a tax-exemption certificate from the In­
ternal Revenue Commissioner, dated 
April 1946, No. 1492 M. The Church 
is exempted under the provisions of 
seerion 101 (6) uf the Internal Rev­
enue Code and corresponding provisions 
of prior revenue acts showing that we 
are organized and operate exclusively 
for religious purposes. 

Ambassador College has also been 
given tax-exemption status, which 
means all tithes and offerings gi1'(?n to 
the Church (but not more than 20%) 
and all donations given to the College 
can be submitted for tax deduction on 
the proper forms provided by the Inter­
nal Revenue Department. 

Those who are giving over 20% of 
adjusted gross income to the work of 
God should divide the tithes and offer­
ings in part between the College and 
the Church. This has proven to be more 
acceptable with the government and in 
no way inconveniences either the 
Church or College. Therefore, for the 
sake of avoiding unnecessary red tape 
and inconvenience to members, regard­
ing questioned amounts given in excess 
of 209{" the tithes and offerings should 

be recorded part in the name of the 
Church and part in the name of the 
College. 

If your tithes and offerings do not 
total over 18 or 19 percent of your ad­
justed gross income it would not be 
necessary to request separate receipts; 
the one from the Church will be suffi­
cient. 

Next are second tithe deductions. 
In the course of preparing the tax 

return one question inevitably comes 
up for the Church member. That is, 
"How much of my second tithe can I 
legally claim for deduction?" 

Since the second tithe is saved and 
used by the member to attend the festi­
vals, at which time it can be used for 
"whatsoever your soul desires" (Deut. 
14:26), only that portion of second 
tithe retn(linillg after the feast, thllt is 
gh'en to the Chttrch for distribtlfion to 
others, may be deducted. 

The law states that before a tax de­
duction can be recognized, the deducted 
amount must be given to a recognized 
(by the government) charitable, n01$­
profit organization, Church or College. 

Therefore the excess second tithe 
given personally to a brother in the 
Church will not be recognized by the 
government unless it is recorded on the 
Church records and handled through the 
Church. 

The same is true of third tithes and 
offerings. For this reason receipts must 
be requested of the Church when the 
offering is given. 

Many have asked about receipts aft­
er giving offerings at the various feasts. 
Since all the offerings are combined 
wherever the feasts are held, the Church 
records department has no possible way 
of knowing who gave a certain amount 
unless the donor's name is clearly writ­
ten on an envelope showing his address 
and the amount given. Receipts are 
easily sent from Pasadena. 

Government regulations never permit 
receipts to be given months later, on the 
strength of the member's word. after 
the books are already recorded and 
balanced. 

Neither will the government recog­
nize traveling expenses (second tithe) 
to and from Gladewater each year as 
valid expendirures. They see no reason 
why we want to go to Holy Convoca­
tions several times a year in the first 
place! The government looks upon such 
trips as pleasure trips-vacations. 
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W hat about third tithe dedfl.ctions? 
Third tithe given to the Church for 

distribution is tax deductible. Most of 
God's people will find that on their 
third tithe year their tithes and ofIer­
ings will exceed 20%. If this is true in 
your third tithe year, BE SURE TO LET 
THE CHURCH KNOW YOU WISH RE­
CEIPTS FROM THE COLLEGE and the 
Church. Ambassador College is as much 
a part of God's work as the Church it­
self. A percentage of all the income is 
channeled to the College automatically, 
because the College pays the cost of the 
publishing division. Ambassador Col­
lege publiJbl:J tbl: GUJpel (Mark 13; 
10), as the Church preaches the Gospel 
(Mark 16: 15). 

The Church is not permitted to gtl'e 
1'eceipts on third tithes given privately 
to widows of Church members. If mem­
bers have widows, fatherless, or other 
dependent members of the family to 
whom they are permitted (by God's 
law) to give third tithe, then they 
should give it to the local Church. The 
IULal ChurdJ reLuld~ dlt;: aUlOUIllS Je­
ceived and distributes to widows and 
others in the Church. Receipts for such 
contributions received by the Church 
for distribution to widows can be de­
ducted. 

There are aim other telX deductionJ. 
Here nre " few exnmpl{>s of how thp 

tax laws make it easier for God's peo­
ple who give tithes and offerings to the 
Church. 

YOUl lax sa v ings can be greater if, 
instead of giving cash offerings to the 
Church, you sign over as offerings some 
kind of property like stocks, bonds. or 
real estate, which has gone up in value 
since being acquired. 

This way you receive a tax deduction 
for the fair market value of the property 
and )'ou avoid having to pay the capital 
gains tax which would have been due 
if you had converted the property into 
cash. 

The Church, being a tax-exempt in­
stitution, can liquidate the property 
without having to pay a capital gains 
tax. 

If the property you want to give the 
Church is valued at more than 30% of 
your income, you can spread the gift 
over a period of two or more years by 
assigning to the College fractional in­
terests--one-third, one-half, etc.-each 
year. 

Members who wish to deed property 
to the College or Church on this basis 
shonlcl seek expert 8"iclan{,F ancl {,OllnSFI 
by a reputable lawyer, and have a will 
drawn up that states clearly what his 
wishes are. 

Contributions given to the Church or 
College for the progress of the building 

(Please (ontintte on page 11) 



God's GOVERNMENT Works! 
During the recent ministerial conference, January, 1959, God's min­
isters saw the government of God in action! Here are some of the 
results of that meeting, and what it means to God's Church! 

D o YOU realize the real BLESSING 
it is ro be in God's Church? 
At the c10sp of rhf' rf'Cf'nr min­

isterial conference at the Headquarters 
Church in Pasadena, California, God's 
ministers came ro see once again, how 
be'atttiiut it is to dwell in UNITY! 

Why This Is God's Church 

The Apostle Paul learned by bitter 
experience that men, apart trom God's 
Spirit, quickly go into dil'ision, dis­
agreement, and hostility. He wrote to 
the still carnal-minded people at Cor­
inth "For it hath been declared unto 
me . . . that there are contentions 
among you. Is Christ divided?" (1. Cor. 
1:11-13). 

Paul exhorted them, "by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
SPEAK THE SAME THING, and that 
there be no divisions among you; but 
that ye be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judg­
ment" (I Cor. 1: 10). 

Had this recent conference been a 
group of minIsters from worldly 
churches, there would have been argu­
ment, disagreement, unsolved and un­
settled questions, and possibly even 
splits and divisions! 

Bur the very fact that God's true 
ministers remain in UNITY, that God's 
Church is a growing, overcoming 
Church, is another concrete proof this 
is the VERY CHURCH OF GOD! 

My father has explained many times 
this vitally important principle, It 
shows the l'ast difference between THIS 
Church and ALL others! 

In the early years of my father's 
ministry, when he was being led into 
new truth through an intensive study 
of God's word (as you have been read­
ing in his autobiography appearing 
monthly in the Plain Truth) he saw a 
\'ivid example of HOW NOT to conduct 
a ministerial conference! 

The leaders of the already dead Sar­
dis Church (Rev. 3:1-6) would reason 
in this way: "Now, brother, let's settle 
this question! Let's have LOVE' Let's 
not get into arguments over doctrine­
let's learn tolerance for the opposite 
ideas," 

Frequently, an issue would be de­
cided thus: "Now, Elder so-and-so, 
what will YOUR people 'gu along 
with?'" And then; "And (turning to 
another), what will your congregation 

by Garner Ted Armstrong 

be willing to accept?" And so, DOC­
TRINE was adopted and decided-AC­
CORDING TO WHATEVER TIII! MAJOR­
ITY OF THE PEOPLE WOULD BE WILL­
ING TO FOLLOW! 

Their leaders were worried about 
members withdrawing tithe money 
from the Church. And so, through 
covetousness, and looking to PEOPLE 
for their support instead of directly to 
God, new truth was rejected! 

GOD'S CHURCH CANNOT BE GOV­
ERNED IN THIS WAY! 

Paul said, "For do I now persuade 
men, or God? Or do I seek to please 
men? For if I yet pleased men, I should 
not be the servant of Christ! (Gal. 
1.10). 

And so it was, brethren, that YOUR 
LIKES, YOUR DESIRES, WHAT YOU 
WOULD BE "WILLING" TO ACCEPT WAS 
NOT EVEN SLIGHTLY CONSIDERED 
IN THESE MINISTERIAL MEETINGS! 

And instead of shocking you-that 
statemf'nr should cause you to REJOICE 
-for that's why this is God's Church! 

How Are Questions Settled? 

BLl[ HOW are certain matters decided 
upon? In times past, Mr. Armstrong 
was slanderously accused of some, who 
were CARNAL minded, wanting their 
own way-of FORCING HIS OWN PER­
SONAL WILL on the younger ministers, 
and making them adopt certain deci­
sions HE had already made! 

It was hurled as an accusation that 
Mr. Armstrong, through personal feel­
ings, had decided points of doctrine! 

Let's gel ~ullle facts straight once 
and for alt/ 

Let me take you inside the ministerial 
conference. Let me show you God's 
Government in action! 

Most of the meetings were held in 
the large classroom in Ambassador Hall. 
Mr. Armsrrong enters the room filled 
with groups of ministers, chatting to­
gether about minor problems in their 
pastorates, or perhaps personal things, 
enjoying the moments of fellowship 
they so seldom receive from each other. 

Mr. Armstrong calls the meeting to 
order. All rise, and Almighty God is 
asked to send Jesus Christ, who is the 
living HEAD of this Church (Eph. 
5: 23), and the BOSS, THE RULER of 
all these ministers, to be in our midst. 
This is no casual prayer-tossed off as 
an introductory preliminary to be hast-

ily disposed of-but on occasion a 
quite lengthy one. The atmosphere is 
surcharged wilh tht: rt:alizatiun uf 
the great importance of the meeting, 
the tremendous responsibility God has 
placed squarely on each one, and his 
part in this great work in this last age. 

When the prayer is over and the men 
seated once again, Mr. Armstrong opens 
the discussion by fpferrine ro a particu­
lar topic on the agenda, or schedule of 
subjects, which has already been pre­
pared in advance. The agenda includes 
all the questions from the various pas­
tors in the local Churches which they 
need solved to help their congregations. 
It includes the placement of ministers 
for perhaps a year or two in advance. 
It includes many topics of prime impor­
tance for the futttre planning of this 
great work of God. 

As I write, looking back over the 
wonderful meetings we had this Jan­
uary, I can't help but be reminded of 
the Council at Jerusalem (Acts 15) . 
And it strikes me how similar was this 
meeting to our own of today! 

A topic is brought up, and prayer­
fully discussed. Perhaps it is a doc­
trinal matter. If it is-many scriptures 
are brought up by various ministers. 
Lengthy discussions are held, with Mr. 
Armstrong calling on each one desiring 
to be heard, and moderating, organiz­
ing, supervising the meeting. We really 
FOLLOW God's instructions "For God 
is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all Churches of the saints" 
(I Cor, 14: 33). 

Perhaps, at first, there are different 
ideas. In fact, there nearly ALWAYS are 
differing ideas, and points of view on 
ANY subject--or it would never need 
appear on the agenda in the first place, 
would it? 

And then, as the minutes and hours 
pass-f'ach problem is thoroughly dis­
cussed, explored, considered and 
weighed. We always try to find, NOT 
what is OUR WILL-or what is YOUR 
will-but WHAT IS GOD'S tI7ILL? 
Finally, when every facet of the prob­
lem has been thoroughly considered, 
and each minister has come to see, with 
real conviction FROM THE EVIDENCE, 
with God's Holy Spirit guiding, what 
the proper decision must be (for it is 
Christ's decision), Mr. A rmsrrone snm­
marizes, states the principles discussed 
once more, and makes the decision 

(Please cominue on page 11) 



What Church Members 
should know about 

MASONRY 
What is Masonry? Where did it come from? Is it a beautiful system 
of allegories based on the Bihle? A re the morals of which Masons 
boast really good and righteous? What are the real secrets of 

MANY of our brethren were 
shocked fO find, in preceding 
parts of this series, that Ma­

sonic teachings and practices are nOt as 
wholesome and perfect as they had hpen 
led to believe. 

Masons had introduced their new 
members to new doctrine only after 
carefully preparing them to receive il 
by making it look good and upright. 
Each part was unveiled and explained 
with reverence and solemnity. The 
BIble, among Christian nations, was 
quoted often to show divine sanction. 
The Lodge seemed beyond question. It 
was truly a shocking awakening to samp 

to find Lodge teachings and practices 
of pagan-nOt Christian-origin. 

Some are not yet convinced that all 
Masonry is pagan even though it has 
been proven that its oaths are anti­
scriptural and that its secrecy is like­
wise contradictory to the Bible and 
pagan in origin. They reason, ''If you 
look hard enough, you can find a little 
something wrong with any organization. 
Certainly the other practices and sym­
bols with their allegoric meanings are 
sanctioned by God's word!" 

It is therefore necessary for us to 
examine other Masonic doctrine and 
practice to see if they are scripturally 
inspired as Masons claim. 

What is the Source of Their Symbols? 

To prove that Masonic symbols and 
philosophies are borrowed from the an­
cient pagans is not difficult. The Masons 
prove it for us! Here is part of the offi­
cial lecture for the first degree: 

"The Sun and Moon," says the 
learned Brother Delaunay of important 
Masonic symbols, "represent the two 
grand principles of all generations, the 
act: ve and passive, the male and the 
temale. The Sun represents the actual 
light. He pours upon the Moon his 
jeclmdatillg rays; both shed their light 
upon their offspring, the DhlLiug Star, 
or Horus, the three form the great Equi­
lateral Triangle, in the center of which 

Masonry? Read this and see! 

by Jack R. Elliott 

is the omnific letter of the Kabalah by 
which creation is said to have been 
effected." (Morals and Dogma of Free­
masonry, by Albert Pike, pp. 13-14.) 

Hf' clicl not find this in the Bible! 
The sun and the moon are important 
Masonic symbols, just as they were in 
the old Babylonian mysteries! This doc­
trine concerniug lhem comes from 
ANCIENT SUN WORSHIP. The offspring, 
a blazing star, is of Egyptian origin­
that same offspring which has been 
worshipped by pagans for generations 
under many different names, one of 
them being Horus, another Anubis. 

Another quotation from the same 
lecture adds further confirmation of 
these facts. "The ornaments of a Lodge 
are said to be the Mosaic Pavement, the 
Indented Tessel, and the DIazing Star." 
The Mosaic Pavement (see Figure 6), 
chequered in squares, or lozenges, is 
said to represent the ground floor of 
Solomon's Temple. The lecturer shows 
clearly that Maso1ZS know that it does 
not. In their own words, "To find in 
the Blazing Star of five points an al1u­
sion to the Divine Providence, is also 
fanciful; and to make it commemo­
rative of the Star that is said to have 
guided the Magi, is to give it a meal!­
ing comparatively modern. Originally 
it represented Sirius .. or the Dog-Star .. 
the forerunner of the inundation of the 
Nile; the God Anubis, companion of 
Isis in her search for the body of Osiris, 
himself symbolized also by the Sun, 
the author of the season, and thf' God 
of Time; Son of Isis, who was the uni­
versal nature, himself the primitive 
matter, inexhaustible source of Life, 
spark of un created fire, universal seed 
of all beings." 

There is no question that these sym­
bols have their origin in paganism. As 
shown above, Masons prove it for us; 
in fact, they are proud of such an origin 
because of its ANTIQUITY, 

The Ma~unic Temple Versus 
Solomon's Temple 

The lodge room is supposed to be a 

true representation of King Solomon's 
temple. Since the temple built by Solo­
mon faced east and west, the Masonic 
Lodge is supposed to face east and west. 
The "Worshipful Master's" station is in 
the east, the Senior Warden in the west, 
the Junior Warden in the south, as 
shown in Fig. 9. 

Masons further claim that their tem­
ple is symbolic of the universe, having 
a cloudy canopy as its covering. 

At first glance all this seems right 
and in accordance with the Bible. But 
let's take a closer look. 

God's temple (often referred to as 
King Solomon's temple) faces cast. 
Why? Because Christ's coming, at the 
time He enters the new temple, will 
be from the east toward the west (see 
Mall. 24: 27). The over-aU account of 
this is found in Ezekiel 43. "Afterward 
he brought me to the gate, even the 
gate that looketh toward the east: And, 
behold, the glory of the God of Israel 
came from the way of the east; and his 
voice was like a noise of many waters; 
and the f'arth shined with his glory 
. . . And the glory of the Lord came 
into the house by way of the gate whose 
prospect is toward the east. So the 
Spirit took me up, auJ brought me into 
the inner court; and behold, the glory 
of the Lord fIlled the house. And I 
heard him speaking unto me our of the 
house; and the man stood by me. And 
He said unto me, 'Son of man, the place 
of my throne, and the place of the soles 
of my feet, where I will nwell in the 
midst of the children of Israel for ever, 
and my Holy Name the house of Israel 
shall no more defile.' .. 

Now study the arrangements of the 
Tabernacle (Fig. 8), which is a shadow, 
or type of God's throne in heaven, the 
general arrangement of which was re­
produced III the temple built by Solo­
mon. Contrast it with the Masonic Lodge 
in Fig. 9 

While there is some similarity in 
form, they are exactly opposite in ar­
rangement. The entrance to the temple, 
is in the east. In the Masonic Lodge, 
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it is in the west. The Holy of Holies, 
where God's presence was manifest is 
in the west in God's temple. The "Wor­
shipful Master" whose seat is under the 
"G" to represent "god" is in the east 
of the Masonic Lodge. 

When we understand that the temple 
of God represents God's throne, we 
should be able to see the symbolism of 
Christ as our High Priest sitting on the 
right hand of God. Upon becoming 
spiritual Israelites, we may buldly ap­
proach that throne through Christ, since 
the veil which separated the Israelites 
from God is rent in two. The Gentile 
was not even allowed in that part of 
the temple and, until this day, cannot 
approach God without first becoming 
eln Israelite. This is represented hy thl' 
court of Israel being between that of 
the Gentile and the Holy of Holies. 

The Masonic Lodge, therefore, repre­
sents a PCI[;Cl1/ temple which symbolizes 
this universe. The setting being the 
earth covered by a "canopy of clouds 
and the starry heavens," where these 
pagalls worship the sun, which they 
call the father of all living; the moon 
which they call the mother; and all the 
starry hosts of heaven. They hope to 
ascend into this heaven by means of a 
ladder which Masons call "Jacob's Lad­
der," but which the pagans called by 
other names. 

If one visualizes this Masonic temple 
in its true symbolic meaning, they see 
that it is actually OUTSIDE THE TEMPLE 
of God as clemonSllalcd by the place­
ment of the two pillars Jachin and Boaz. 
The only places in the Bible where 
these two pillars are mentioned by 
name are I Kings 7: 21 and II Chron­
icles 3: 17. Here the pillars are de­
scribed as sitting in the porch of the 
temple with Jachin on the right and 
Boaz on the left, as they would be 
viewed from God's throne. The latter is 
borne out and made clear by the Jewish 
and the Revised Scnndard translation of 
the Bible which render it as Jachin in 
the south and Boaz in the north. 

Masons have these reversed by plac­
ing the pillar they call Jachin on the 
right as you enter their temple and 
Boaz on the left. 

The only way a person could pass 
through the pillars of the temple of 
God so that Jachin was on his right 
and Boaz on his left would be when 
lear'ing the temple (going away from 
God). On the other hand, this hap­
pens only when entering the Masonic 
temple. 

It follows, symbolically, that a person 
enters a Masonic temple by leaving 
the true temple of God. Once there, 
he worships the sun in the east with 
his back to God. 

When one pictures Masons in this 
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Figure 6 

sitnfltion, he cannot help but remem­
ber Ezekiel 8: 15 where God points 
out to Ezekiel the WORST OF THE 
ABOMINATIONS-"And he brought me 
into the inner coun of the Lord's house, 
and behold, at the door of the temple 
of the Lord, between the porch and 
the altar were about five and twenty 
men, with their backs toward the tem­
ple of the Lord, and their faces toward 
the east; and they worshipped the sun 
toward the east." This is exactly what 
the Masons are doing. Is it possible 
that the future fulfillment of this proph­
ecy will take place when some Jewish 
Masons will be in the temple of God 
and will actually turn their backs on 
Him to worship other gods? 

Masonry Symholi7ed by a Ladder 

The Masonic ladder, introduced to 

the candidate in the lecture of the 

first degree as having three rounds­
faith, hope and charity-is of recent 
origin. But, Masons use other "Jacob's 
Ladders" with greater numbers of 
rounds and with different names. 

In the lectures of the higher degrees, 
they are introduced to one having seven 
rounds, also supposed to reach to heav­
en. The first round (or gate) was made 
of lead and represented Saturn because 
of the "heavy nature" whereof his "dull 
slow progress" was symbolized. The 
second, of tin, was that of Venus, sym­
bolizing her "soft splendor" and "easy 
flexibility." The third, of brass, was that 
of Jupiter, emblematic of hi~ "sulidari­
ty" and "dry nature." The fourth, of 
iron, was that of Mercury, expressing 
his "indefatigable activity" and "sagac­
ity." The fifth, of copper, was that of 
Mars, expressing his "inequalities" and 
"variable nature." The sixth, of silver, 
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Figure 7 

was that of the moon. The seventh, of 
gold, that of the sun. (Morals and Dog­
ma, p. 414.) 

The caudidalC;: for the Knights Ka­
dosh of the York Rite is made to 
climb up a ladder of seven rounds 

which are named: (1) Tsedakah 
(righteousness), (2) Shorlaban (white 
ox) , ( 3) Mathok (sweetness) , (4) 
Emunah (?), (5) Hamal (great la­
bm) , ( 6) Sabbal (patience) , (7 ) 
Gemulah, Binah, Tebunah (retribu-
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don, intelligence, prudence). This lad­
der is borrowed from an ancient pagan 
one containing nine steps, but was 
made to conform to the system of sev­
ens by including the last three in the 
seventh round. 

The ancient pagans believed that they 
could, by perfecting themselves through 
practicing "virtues," proceed step by 
step up the ladder of life. Each rung 
represents a higher state of existence 
than the one bdow. By diligent efforr 
one could finally become like the god 
who abode in the sun and share his 
glory. That is why the last rung is often 
symbolized by the sun. This is a clever 
counterfeit of God's plan of salvation. 

Figure 7 is an interesting example of 
how Masons adapt these ladders to their 
need. They have selected a ladder of 
nine rounds and renamed three princi­
pal rounds "faith, hope and charity." 

FREEMASONRY ITSELF IS SYM­
BOLIZED BY A LADDER OR CIR­
CULAR STAIRWAY OF 32 STEPS 
OR DEGREES. It is also supposed to 
be the means by which Masons sym­
bolically climb to heaven. Through it 
they are supposed to perfect them­
selves, degree by degree, until they 
are worthy of eternal life in heaven. 

"Worshipful Master" 

"Wnr,hipful i'vfaster" is a title that 
belongs only to God. To call the pre­
siding officer of a Lodge by that title 
is putting God's name to a wfong use. 

This is not lhe ouly way in which 
the master of the Lodge usurps that 
which is God's. He is literally supposed 
to stand in the place of God when he 
stations himself under the letter "G" 
in the lodge room. His station sup­
posedly represents the Holy of Holies 
or the throne of God. His actions while 
in this office are also significant. Few 
cmdidates catch on when he asks them 
during initiation, "In whom do you 
put your trust?" The answer is, "In 
God." Then the master says, "Give ME 

your right hand. Your trust being in 
God, your faith is well founded. Arise! 
Fo!/on' conductor, and fear no 
dmzger. 

By such words and actions, does not 
the master imply that the candidate is 
also to trust him? Then he must con­
sider himself either an agent of God 
Of actUally standing in the place of 
God! Certainly he does! But, let us look 
into another official Masonic work to 
see which is the god in whose office 
the master stands. 

The GeJteral History, Cyclopedia 
(mel Dictionary of Freemasonry makes 
these statements in its reference to the 
sun: "The sun rises in the east, and 
the east is the place of the Worshipful 
Master. As the sun is the source of all 
life and warmth, so should the WO(-
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shipful Master enliven and warm the 
brethren in their work." 

This is even made clearer in the cere­
mony of the first degree when the Senior 
W8rden informs the candidate "as the 
sun rises in the East to open and gov­
ern the day, so rises the Worshipful 
Master in the East (here the "Worship­
ful MaSlel" lises LV hi~ feel ill Jcmun­
stra~!on) to open and govern his Lodge 

Can anything be plainer? He stands 
in the of lice of the Sun god! 

Is Masonry a Religion? 
Much of the conflicting thought in 

any controversy is erased when the 
parties involved define the terms they 
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use. All people do not attach the same 
meaning to a given word. The word 
religion conveys more than one mean­
ing. Webster's unabridged dictionary 
Jists six related but different definitions 
for religion. One of them is, "Devo­
tion or fidelity; conscientiousness," We 
are aware that true religion teaches a 
way to live useful, happy a'fld pu'rposl:­
lui lives throttgh obedience to God's 
laws. 

Enough evidence has already been 
presented in this series of articles to 
prove beyond a doubt that, according 
to either definition, Freemasonry is a 
religion, but a false one. It teaches a 
way of life which is supposed to guide 
one's path toward heaven. It claims to 
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be a ladder of thirty-two steps which 
provides the way to some Utopia. Most 
of the prominent Masonic writers call 
Masonry a religion, yet we find many 
Masons in America who deny this. 

As one man stated it in a recent 
article of the official Scottish Rite maga­
zine, "He who truly understands Free­
lllasunry knuws that it is a moral 
philosophy, and nor a religion," (V. N. 
Burrows, 32nd degree, KC.C.H., "The 
Moral Duty of a Mason," The New 
Age, 63:6, June, 1955.) 

Can the two be distinguished? What 
is the real answer? 

The belief that Masonry is nor are· 
ligion is supported by a statement in 
Morals and Dogma (Pike, p. 6): 

rt ~ 11\\~ 
Worshipful Moster 
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"Though Masonry never llSnrps the 
place of, nor apes religion, prayer is an 
essential part ot our ceremonies." Here 
Masons use the word religion to mean 
DENOMINATION, or one of the systems 
of faith and worship whose main pur­
pose is teaching about God. They claim 
that Masonry does not require its mem­
bers to have anyone creed, but rather 
that each be bound by a "moral law" 
(of brotherly love) in accordance with 
his own religious philosophy. 

Masons take pride in the fact that 
men of all denominations dwell to­
gether in their Lodge. They teach that 
their theistic doctrine is a broad over­
all doctrine that includes all denomina­
tions and creeds within its framework. 

They therefore look upon themselves, 
not as an orgauization dedicated to teach 
any form of worship, but as a fraternity 
of "brethren" dedicated to help one 
another in a Masonic version of "broth­
erly love." According to Albert Pike, 
"Once enrolled among the children of 
Light, every Mason on earth becomes 
his brother, and OWf'S him the duties, 
the kindnesses, and the sympathies of 
a brother. There is not a Mason in the 
world who is not bound to go to his 
brother's relief when he is in dauger, 
if there be a greater probability of 
saving his life than of losing his own. 
What so many thousands owe to him, 
he owes to each of them. He has sol­
emnly bound himself to be ever ready 
to discharge this sacred debt. If he fails 
to do it, he is dishonest and forsworn." 

When we understand the Masonic 
view, we should be able to see why 
Masonry does not want to be classed 
among the religions, or denominations, 
but pictures itself as encompassing them 
within the "brotherhood." If the "broth­
erhood" should grow to encompass the 
whole eaflh, then would be the fulfill­
ment of the Masonic ideal-the philos­
ophy known as "The Brotherhood of 
Man and the Fatherhood of God." 

From this viewpoint leaders of the 
Lodge in guiding the "brotherhood," 
picture themselves as something like 
scientists who are seeking to understand 
and explain the way, purpose and result 
of life in this chaotic civilization. This 
civilization Masonry pictures as being 
not chaotic, but harllloniulls and beauti­
ful by virtue of its variations and con­
flicts which, to them, have the result of 
complementing one another. For ex­
ample, sin in their view complements 
righteousness and hate complements 
love in the same way that opposite col­
ors accent and complf'nwnr one another. 

Even though this encompassing view 
of Masonry does include many religions 
within itself, it is nevertheleJS a way 
of life, and tberefore a religion. 

With this usage of the word, Mason­
ry will ad.mit being a religion, and 
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many of its proponents define it as such, 
but it does nOt want to be classed as 
just another religiou.r denomination or 
creed! 

Separation of Church and State 

Masonry is emphatic in its teaching 
that the church and state should be 
separate. This stand is surprising until 
you understand what is meant. In every 
way it is obviously a religion; and since 
a church is merely a congregation of 
people banded tOgether by a common 
cause, they are technically a church. 
Even the building in which the Lodge 
is located is called a temple! Most such 
buildings have "Masonic Temple" writ­
ten above their entrance. Furthermore, 
we find Masons taking a very active part 
in politiCS and government. In some 
countries they even run the govern­
ment. It does not seem reasonable that 
they should believe in separation of 
church and state. 

Basically what Masons mean by the 
phrase, separation of church and state, 
is that they do not want the Catholic 
Church ruling over the state in which 
they reside. Catholicism and Freema­
sonry are mortal enemies. Catholics 
have excommunicated all who are Ma­
sons, and declared them anathema. If 
it were in the power of the Catholic 
Church to do so, it would have Mason­
ry abolished. Catholicism has succeeded 
in driving Masonry from some coun­
tries. Masons who reside in countries 
where Catholicism is weak do all they 
can to cause it to remain weak. Theirs 
is basically a fight for power. 

If the Catholics' claim that they have 
the divine right to rule over nations 
and kingdoms were accomplished, 
where would that leave Freemasonry? 

Is there any wonder that these two 
should be mortal enemies since each 
tries to control, or at least influence 
the government of the country in which 
it resides! 

The Real Secrets of Masonry 

Much has been said about the REAL 
SECRETS of Masonry. MasoIlS are per­
haps in as much disagreement as to 
what these secrets are as anyone else. 
One noted Masonic writer states: "The 
only secret of Masonry is that enjoined 
upon its apprentices which exists solely 
in the obligation to observe silence re­
garding the various signs of rf'coBni­
tion and certain customs." (Lennhoff, 
p. 18.) There is much truth in the 
statement because most Masons are only 
interested in the social and economic 
advantages gained from the Lodge. 
They do not become enlightened in the 
deeper secrets because they are not in­
terested in them. Lennhoff's book is 
obviously evasive however. It is written 
primarily for public consumption. It 
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is not a secret wurk uf Freemasonry. 
Other writers claim that there are 

no REAL secrets in Masonry because 
any or all of their secret signs, hand· 
shakes, due-guards, morals, symbols, phi· 
losophies, dogmas, and customs have 
been published, and can be purchased 
from the bookstores. This is also true. 
The only catch is, most people do nO: 
know what to look for, or what it means 
when they find it! 

Those Masons who do search fur 
deeper secrets in the Craft usually point 
to the dogma and morals underlying the 
Masonic symbols as their secret. These 
philosophical principles "veiled in beau­
tiful allegories which hide them from 
the general public" are an empty secret 
indeed. They are nothing more than 
the secrets of the ancient mysteries 
Even when explained they remain :j 

confusing mass of unrelated pagan 
morals at most. Other, more intellec­
tual members, try to fathom their depths 
in quest of a deeper, underlying prin· 
ciple on which the secret of life restS 
As lhuse who understand the purpose 
of life will agree, they are doomed to 
failure. Paganism, no matter how lofty 
its claims or how beautiful its symbols 
might appear, is not the true way of life. 
It is the way of darkness and death. 

To demonstrate the futility of that 
effort and the worthlessness of its empty 
findings we quote a noted Masonic 
writer. His name is Oliver. His book, 
Theocratic Philosophy ... "Masons 
may be fifty years (Worship[ ul) Mas· 
ters of the chair and yet not learn th; 
secret of the Brotherhood. This secret 
is, in its own nature, invulnerable; for 
the Mason, to whom it has become 
known, can only have guessed it and 
certainly not have received it from 
anyone; he has discovered it because 
he has been in the Lodge marked. 
learned and inwardly digested, When 
he arrives at the discovery, he unques­
tionably keeps it to himself, not com­
municating it even to his most inti­
mate Brother, because, should this 
person not have capability to discover it 
of himself, he would likewise be wanr· 
ing in the capability to use it, if he 
received it verbally. For this reason 
IT WILL FOREVER REMAIN A SECRET." 
(Lennhoff, pp. 19-20.) The keeping 01 
such an august secret from even your 
closest brother seems foolish indeed. 
T.ennhoff finds excuse for this action be· 
cause, as he says, "the mob fastens on 
to the heels of the proclaimers and only 
too often tread underfoot what has b2en 
the philosopher's highest idea!." 

The faCt that the brother should never 
pass his secret to another insures two 
things: the sublime secret won't bear 
the tight of inJpection, and that secret 
will be DIFFERENT for each Mason. 

One man, Wilmshurst, felt that he 
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saw the deeper meaning of Masonry and 
broke silence to go from Lodge to 
Lodge teaching It to brother Masons. 
His lectures have been published under 
the title, The Meaning of Masonry. In 
them he shows that his great secret 
is the answer to "three great questions" 
which he says press inexorably upon 
the attention of every thoughtful man 
and are the subject around which all 
religions and all philosophies move: 
"It:/' bd! ,1Ji1 I/" "IF hence came I?" 
"Whither go II" 

He further states, "It is a truism to 
say that in our quiet and more serious 
mUlilelib we all {eel tbe ueeJ of SOIlle 
reliable answer to these questions . . . 
The Masonic candidate is presumed to 
enter the Order in search of light upon 
these problems; light that he is pre­
sumed not to have succeeded in finding 
elsewhere." 

In his course of lectures W ilmshurst 
gave his answers to these three ques­
tions. His answers are essentially these: 
( I) Man is an immortal soul that is 
evolving spiritually toward perfection; 
( 2) He existed in a higher state before 
he was born into this world but he lost 
something which left him in this lower 
state; (3) He will again attain that 
higher state of existence after death, 
provided he continues to perfect him­
self. 

These "secrets of life" are not taken 
from the word of God recorded in the 
Holy Bible, but from the same pagan 
sources from which the other Masonic 
secrets are borrowed. Neither are they 
new, because the "ancients" believed 
and taught them thousands of years 
ago. 

In Wilmshurst's words, "this-the 
evolution of man into superman-was 
always the purpose of the ancient Mys­
teries, and the real pllrpose of modern 
M,tsoJU') is, not the social and charitable 
purposes to which so much attention 
is paid, but the expediting of the spirit­
ual evolution of those who aspire to 
perfect their own namre and transform 
it into a more god-like quality. And 
this is ,1 definite science, and a royal 
art, which it is possible for each of us 
to put into practice; whilst to join the 
Craft for any other purpose than to 
study and pursue this science is to mis­
understand its meaning." (Wilmshurst, 
p. 47.) 

If Man, once in a higher state, fell 
to a lower state of existence and is 
now attempting to regain that high 
state with the aid of the Masonic sci­
ence, what made him fall, and what 
will re-establ ish him? 

Wilmshurst sees that there IS some­
thing missing in man that he was 
supposed to have had before rhe fall. 
He says that in our pensive moments 
we are aware that there is something 
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mlssmg in us. "What is thaI w hidl is 
lost?" His answer: liThe genuine secrets 
of a Master Mason," 

( T a be continued) 

QUESTION BOX 
( Continued from page 4) 

program, the construction of the taber­
nacle, etc., are likewise recognized by 
the government as deductible. 

A last word of advice: Adjusted gross 
income is the acttlal earnings of the 
individual before any deductions are 
taken ont, snch as social security, with­
holding tax, insurance plan. When the 
individual is self-employed, only the 
operational expense is deducted from 
the gross to arrive at the adjusted gross. 
Adjusted gross income differs from the 
taxable net income in that the govern­
ment allows certain deductions for de­
pendents, etc., that are not deducted for 
in tithing. In other words, you pay 
tithes on yottr adjusted groJS income, 
but you pay taxes on your taxable net 
income. 

God's Government Works 
( C ontintled from page 5) 

binding. And this is exactly what James 
did! 

The First "Ministerial Conference" 

Read the 15th chapter of Acts again! 
James was the chief apostle in the one 
sense that he was the apostle over the 
headquarters Church. After Paul and 
Barnabas had revealed what had befall­
en them concerning the Pharisees' in­
sistence about offering sacrifices, there 
was II much disputing!" (vs. 7). 

The Greek word here rendered "dis­
puting" is s11zetetes, which, according to 
Strong's Exhaustive Concordance, 
means, "mutual qltestioning, discus­
sion, disputation, rpasoning." Accord­
ingly, the Ivan Panin Greek Numerics 
New Testament renders the verse, "And 
the apostles and the elders wefe gath­
ered together to see about this matter. 
And when there had been MUCH QUES­
TIONING, Peter rose up . . ." (Acts. 
15:6-7). 

And so the question was not argtted 
over, but thorougbly discussed FIRST. 

Then, after this thorough discussion 
of all facets of the question, "Peter rose 
up and said unto them . . ." (vs. 7). 
Peter, as spokesman for the twelve, and 
a leading apostle, began to summarize 
und state the basic principles. 

Finally, observe how God's true Gov­
ernment acted! 

JAMES was the apostle mentiont:d 
first in order among other apostles 
(Gal. 2: 9). Paul said Peter was sent 
by James to Galatia (Gal. 2: 12). And 
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~o James, rhe fleshly brorher of Jesus 
Christ, the son of Joseph and Mary, 
(Gal. 1: 19; Matt. 13: 55) and the apos­
tle at the Headquarters Church at Jeru­
salem, made Peter's decision final and 
binding! 

"And after they had held their peace, 
James answered, saying, 'l\1'en and 
brethren, hearken untO me . . .''' He 
then stated Peter's evidence in different 
words, showing it was backed up by 
scripture, proving it was GOD'S will, 
and not that of man, "And to this 
agree the words of the prophets; as it 
is written ... " (vs. 15). Then James 
made the decision. 

"Wherefore MY SENTENCE IS, that 
we trouble not them, which from among 
the Gentiles are turned to God " 
(vs. 19). 

This was the government of God! 
This became a "THUS SAITH THE 

LORD!" Why? Because it was CHRIST 
IN the apostles and elders who actually 
made the decision. Paul said, "Christ 
liveth IN me" (Gal. 2: 20 ) . 

Notice! The final decision was de­
livered to the Churches, NOT for their 
approval or disapproval-NoT to de­
termine whether or not they would "go 
along with the decision" but as a DE­
CREE! "And as they went through the 
cities, they delivered them the decreeJ 
for to keep, that Wf'rf' orclninert of the 
apostles and elders which were at Jeru­
salem" (Acts 16: 4 ) . 

"With One Accord" 

Even without understanding the 
Greek language of Acts 15, the Bible 
itself, as translated into the English, 
gives us proof of the oneneH of mInd, 
the peace and harmony that prevailed 
at the meeting in Jerusalem. "Then 
pleased it the apostles and elders, with 
the whole church, to send chosen men 
of their own company to Antioch with 
Paul and Barnabas" (Acts 15: 22). The 
apostles wrote letters to the Churches 
saying, "It seemed good unto us, being 
assembled with ONE ACCORD ... " (vs. 
25) . 

Aud so, the "disputing" of the King 
James Authorized version would bet­
ter be rendered as the Goodspeed ver­
sion, "After a long dismssio17." 

There was always final un,mimity 
among the ministers. When the deci­
sion was reached, James did not arbi­
trarily OVFRRTTT.F the others-although 
HE COULD--SHOULD GOD REVEAL TO 
HIM THE OTHERS WERE WRONG! But 
so long as ALL are led by the same 
Spirit, and have the same Lord, the .lame 
dedication to God and His work-there 
will always be UNITY! 

Mr. Armstrong mentioned to us, as 
we were gathered together in our min­
isterial conference in Pasadena, the 
wonderful record of the past. How 
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that, even when at the ourset, many 
questions had appeared exactly the op­
posite from the manner in which they 
were finally decided-ALL the ministers 
had ALWAYS come to the SAME convic­
tion, the SAME decision-UNANIMOUS­
LY! There is NO VOTING! 

What Was Decided? 

The apostles and elders at Jerusa­
lem did 1WO things after their confer­
encf'. They sent men out to the Church­
es, and they wrote letters of their de­
cisions. 

And so God's Church today is doing 
exactly the sault: thing. Here, in this 
article, I am revealing the WAY in which 
decisions are made. It will remain for 
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future articles on various subjects, not 
just as a "report" on the conference, 
but over the years ahead-as God in­
creases understanding and gives wis­
dom-to fully explain and expound to 

you brethren the deeper, weightier spir­
itual meat we have gained. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a subject 
which will result in the minor alteration 
of twO of our booklets! I mention this 
to show you we do not hold to "tra­
dition," or the time-honored opinions! 
We must be a GROWING Church. If ONE 
must grow, then the WHOLE CHURCH 
must grow. To grow means to be will­
ing to come to a new understanding of 
scripture--even though we may have 
assumed we knew ALL ABOUT that 

ANNOUNCING 
THE 1959 ENVOY 

NOW is YOUR OPPORTUNITY! Twelve hundred Envoys 

to be delivered in May. 

BETTER than a personal visit to the Ambassa· 
dor College campus, in many ways!-yoU 

share with these unusual young people their 
life on the Amhassador campus . . . at work. 
and at olay-their jam-packt'rl live, ~rt.-l ('Ox­
periences in study, in field trips, in social activ­
ities, in recreation and athletic~field activities, 
and in the wonderful fellowship of college and 
Christian life! 

A RECORD·SIZE ORDER 
An earlier announcement in the GOOD 

NEWS brought hundreds of requests to have a 
1959 ENVOY reserved for delivery late in 
Mayor early in June. We have planned accord· 
ingly and the issue of the ENVOY now on the 
presses is the gteatest yet. Inueased in quality, 
increased in size and reader interest. An eager 
new staff is now preparing the final pages for 
{his remarkable production. 

Many of you intended to order then, but laid 
down rhe December issue of the GOOD NEWS 
without doing so. Knowing your intelltion we 
have gone ahead with the largest issue of the 
ENVOY ever to come off the presses. We have 
gone ahead in faith without actually seeing 
these final orders, knowing the unity and fel­
lowship an issue of the ENVOY brings to our 
Church people. 

Twelve hundred ENVOYS, 1,200 Ambassa· 
dors of friendship and good will are to be sent 
out soon. Our ultimate goal is to send an 
ENVOY into each Christian home to strength· 
en the bond of fellowship between those of you 
scattered around this world and th05C of us 
here ar rhe Headquarters of God's Work. 

RequestS have come in asking, "Am I too 
late (0 order a '59 ENVOY?'· You are not too 
late, yet! Careful calculation of our increasing 
Church membership, the number of ENVOYS 

sold in previous years; and the customary last 
minute rush of orders allowed us to go ahead 
with a record-size order. Early orders coming 
now can certainly be filled. We think we have 
planned correctly to include even SOme later 
orders. We have tried to order a few too many, 
rather than many tOO few. 

ACT NOW! 
The increase in size and Qualitv ate making 

this new ENVOY surpass by far any of the 
previous issues. The price per book remains 
$ 5 ,00 ... and that price is the complete price 
-including the increased COSt of postage, 
wrapping, and so forth. The ENVOY will be 
ready for mailing SOon. 

A short deScClPtlOn of this new issue of the 
ENVOY can help you to see what is being pre­
pared with our Church members in mind. An 
increase in size to 128 pages-sections in rich 
new duotone, the printing process that through 
the addition of a single color adds life and 
realism to the scenes depIcted in your new 
ENVOY. Attend a commencement program on 
the Ambasador Campus-relive the moments 
of the recent Feast of Tabernacles in outstand­
ing views caught by the Camera of a top pro­
fessional photographer. To tell more would 
give away [he surprises awaiting you. Very few 
of these pictures have ever been published be­
fore. First choice of the top quality pictures 
taken on the Campus, printed with the finest 
process known, make this new ENVOY truly 
outstanding as a pictorial issue. 

AvuiJ the risk of a late order by acting 
immediately! 

lust fill in the coupon below or PRINT the 
required in/ormation in II letter and send it 
IMMEDIATELY to 'The ENVOY," at POSt 
Office Box Ill, Pasadena, California! 

_. ________________ ... __ CUT ON DOTTED LINE 1---.. --- .. -.. ---- ...... -.... _ 
The ENVOY Staff: 

YESI I want to receive my copy of The 1959 ENVOYI I enclose the sum of FIVF 
DOLLARS ($5.00) which pays the subscription price in full. 

Please make all checks payable to: The ENVOY. 

(Print name) 

(Print street and number) 

City Zone State ______________________________ • __________ .. __ ._. _____ • __ .J 
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RADIO LOG 
"The WORLD TOMORROW" 

Herbert W. Armstrong analyzes to­
day's news, with the prophecies of 
The WORLD TOMORROW! 

TO THE U.S. & CANADA 

WLAC-Nashville, Tenn.-151O on 
dial-7:00 P.M., Mon.-Sat. 

WLS - Chicago 890 on dial 
10:30 P.M., Mon. thru Fri.; 
1:00 P.M. & 8:30 P.M. Sun. 

XEG-1050 on dial-every night. 
8:30 P.M. Central Std. time. 

TO EUROPE AND NORTH AFRICA 

RADIO LUXEMBOURG-208 
metre~. Mondays and Tues­
days: 23: 30 Greenwich time. 

scripture for YEARS! 
It is GOD who reveals His truth. Isn't 

it amazing to YOU, how that, after you 
have studied a certain passage, and felt 
you really understood it, you may go 
back over it even years later-and find 
NEW UNDERSTANDING? It is the SAME 
with God's ministers! 

The local pastors will, of course, be 
incorporating various points into their 
sermons in the months ahead. Scattered 
members will undoubtedly hear new 
truths during annual festivals. And all 
of you will be reading articles appear­
ing from time to time in the Good 
News magazine, 

A Great Blessing 

I wonder how many of us KNOW 
what a blessing this government of God 
really is? 

Without it, there would be confu­
sion, hatred, false brethren leading peo­
ple after themselves, splits and divi­
sions. Jude warned, speaking of false 
ministers who would despise got/ern­
ment, and resent authority, "These are 
murmurers, complainers, walking after 
their own lusts; and their mouth speak­
ing great swelling words, having men's 
persons in admiration because of ad­
vantage" (Jude 8 and 16). 

In plainer English, Jude says these 
men are respecters of persons-they 
show fauoritism, IN ORDER TO GAIN 
PERSONAL ADVANTAGE! 

Thank God there is NO respecter of 
persons with Him! 

There can be NO respecter of per­
sons in God's ministry. There can be 
NO uelisiou rendered when the opin­
ions of the members are even faintly 
considered! We must always find what 
is GOD'S REVEALED WILL, and submit 
to it! In this way is Jesus' PROMISE to 
His Church fulfilled, "Lo, I am with 
you always, EVEN UNTO THE END!" 


