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Christ Did Put Authority 
His Church! and RULE • in 

Up-Stick is oJ/ly a minor question that spot-lights the BIG POINT 
-authority aud RULJ}. in the Church. It is now vital that we wlder­
stalld 1l'hich questio1lS are for personal decisioll, and which are llOt; 

and the relation to preserl'illg UNITY. 

Bl'IlOLl) 111m r"rc it is. ,lnd bOll 

/ril'c/.l. for brethren to dwell (0-

gether in unity" (Psalm 1_)3. Mof­

fart rranslation--I11Y mother's Ltvorire 
chapter. ) 

lFb) should it be J() r"rc to lind unity 
alllong church members) 

WHY Hundreds of Sects? 

But what's the connection' Just what 
does the preservation of unity have to 

do with the m,lke-up question' 
A great deal' 
L\J\Jk 'M lill: eilureill:s of this world, 

Repeatedly torn asunder in dispute, di 
vided into hundreds ()f denominatiom~ 

Haven't you ever wondered 11'/)) they 
are so divided-brill' all this sectarian 
division came ,lbout' Few realize the 
true reason, 

The answer is simple: Nonl: but God's 
true Church follows Gcm's WAY of 
prcsen'ing that blessed harmony, The 
world's churches have followed the ways 
that have Jl'l'lJlcd right (0 the natural 
mind, And these same ways will seem 
right to j()I(, today, unless you heed 
what Cod reveals' 

by Herbert W. Armstrong 

Yes, even one of us coda 1', failing to 
understand what God reveals, might ex­
press it about as follows: 

"Here's the way 1 see it: No man or 
board of ministers has any right to tell 
l11e, as an individual member, what I 
must or must nor do, We each stand 
alone before God, I think the way to 

preserve unity is simply to follow the 
basic command to love your neighbor 
as yourself, If we have LOVE, each may 
do what is right in his own eyes, and 
,dl the other members will have toler­
',lIlee, I think the only firm foundation 
for fellowship is LOVE toward those 
who believe and act differently-even 
differently than the ministers bdil:ve, 

"I don't want," this attitude continues, 
"any ministers telling ME that what I 
believe or think is wrong, I have just 
as much right to my views as they have 
ro theirs. They have no right to rob me 
of free moral agency, When my wife 
can come to church with lip-stick on, and 
I can work on the holy-days as I please, 
and keep Penrecosr on Sunday if that 
seems right to me, or observe Passover 
on the 15th instead of the 14th, ,1l1d en-

counter IlUt critical dis<lppwval, but 
LOVE-when the Church recognizes 111) 

rigbt to my honest views-when the 
ministers show LOVE toward us as free 
individuals with minds of our own and 
rights of our own, then we will really 
ENJOY coming to church, and then we 
shall have peace and UNITY, for real 
loZ'e will ahvays let each of us do as 
we please, and always will rise abO\'C 
di fferences," 

This natuwl, carnal attitude might ,15k 
further: 

"Isn't this dllCuine of Church govern­
Illent dangerous' Isn't my religion a 
pril'ilte matter, just between me and 
GOL-L' Should HUl each individual de­
cide for himself such issues as the right 
or wrong of make-up, or how to figure 
the correct day for Pentecost, Of whet111:1 
divorce and remarriage is a sin, accord­
ing to the way he, individually, sees it! 
If I have to let the Church, thru its 
ministers, rule me, doesn't that rob me 
of free moral agency i" 

What's WRONG With This? 

These opinions express the }lelttll'al 
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attirlld" Cine! reasoning of the hUlnan 

mind. These opinions and 'questions cle­
.I CITe 1111 ,IIIJII'Cr, based on the BIBLE, 

First of all. tho YOll might not have 
thought of it in this light, this is the 

identical concept held by those who 
argue that it makes no difference Il'hicb 
lid] we observe as the Sabbath, From 

your own re;lsoning, apan from the 
Biblical revelation, you would never be 
able to see whether it makes any differ­

ence which OA Y is observed-or whether 
any is observed, 

"Oh, but that's different," some will 

say, "The Bible commands us to keep 
the seventh day, belt 1 can't see where it 
condemns Ii p-stick." 

But thousands say: "I can't see where 

the Bible commands me to keep the Sab­
bath." Millions think the Bible S:lyS the 
LIW is done away, 

What's WRONG with this concept out­
lined above:' Let's summarize the whole 

reasoning. It simmers down to the idea 

that each individual must be free to de­
cide for himself whar is right, or what 
is wrong, for hilll, It all revolves around 

a false idea of what constitutes frcc 
,I,'.'(}J'.:/ ~;,..; ... lh"). ~rhi:-, H.-,l:,)lJl1iUb proposes 

that each member of God's Church, in 
order not to be robbed of free moral 
agency, must be free to decide for bim­

Ielf what constitutes SIN-and every 
other member is supposed to have toler­
ance for his belid and way of conduct. 
This attitude resents having God's mini­

sters show the people their sins, and 
wants them to preach rlw soft and 
smooth things. 

\Vhat Free Moral Agency Means 

But lI'blil IS frec 1!/orll! agcllcy, any­
II;l)') 

Free moral agency means God has 
decreed that the individual is free to 

decide for hims<:lf lI'betbcr he will obey 
Cod. 

GOD A LON E decides lI'/Jat to obey' 

Surely we all kllow that sin is tl1e 
transgression of C;OD'5 LA \XI' That Law 
is a SPIRITlIAL Law-a great funcb­

mental law of i"'illcip!eJ for right living. 

1 t must be obeyed "not of the letter 
LONLY} but of the Spirit." To break 

the SPIRIT of the Law, tho perhaps not 

transgressing the strict luter, is still 
transgrc:sslI1g the law-lT IS SIN! 

The literal /cl/(.,. of the Law does not 
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cover, in direct specific terms, the right 

or wrong of every possible act. Jesus 
Christ came [() MAGNIFY the Law, ac­
cording to its SPIRIT---the prillciplc.f in­
volved. The letter says merely "Thou shalt 
not commit adultery," Some man har­
bori ng a lust for sensuous female figures 

might argue, in the manner of some 

who desire lip-stick today: 
"I think it's all right for me to harbm 

lustful thought.!· after these women, as 

long as I don't commit any direct act 

of adultery. The Law doesn't say it's 
wrong to just LOOK upon her to lust 
after her, as long as I keep my distance." 

But Jesus MAGNIFIED this law, Ac­
cording to its SPIRIT-the PRINCIPLE of 

the Law, He said that such a man has 
committed adultery with such a woman 
already in his heart. 

Now in the same manner, the letter 

of the Law does not say directly and 
specifically that cig<uette smoking, using 

make-up, gambling, or many other such 
things are sinful acts. But the SPIRIT OF 
THE LA w~the principleJ it sets forth, 

and Bible examples, when properly ap­
plied, do reveal the right or wrong of 
every such question, 

But all individuals do not properly 

understand or apply the Scriptural prin­
ciples and exalllpies in [he same way, 

The individual is NOT left free to 
decide for himself WHAT is sin~but 

free moral agency allows him to decide 
WHETHER to sin! 

It is GOD'S prerogative to tell man 
WHAT sin is. And when we come to 

these vague, disputable questions of !YE­

FINING God's Law in respect to sin, it 
is Goo's prf'rog,nivf', not that of the in­

dividual, to set the definition. And 

CHRIST HIMSELF has set up the machin­
ery In HIS GOVERNMENT 1I1 HIS 
CHURCH by which HE HIMSELF renders 

all such decisions for us! A fundamental 
1ItiJJi017 of the Church is to "feed the 
Ilock"-[() illJ/mct ;1I1d perfect the mem­

bers. This I will explain fully, a little 
later in this article. 

\X!hat Always Caused DIVISION 

This very WAY-the idea quoted in 
the beginning of this article-the way 
that seemed right to men~the way of 

everyone doing what seemed right in 
his own eyes, and trying [0 have love 

and tolerance for others in the same 
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right-IMs alwctys CAl'SED division, and 

brought disaster. 
Look at what has happened' Listen 

to the lesson of EXPERIENCE! 

The Church actually began in the 
days of Moses (Acts 7:'lH). God placed 
HIS GOVERNMENT in that Church of the 
Old Testament, even as He did in the 

New. It was /be gOl'emlllellt of Goo, not 
of man. But (~od administered it thru 
human instruments of HIS choosing, 

What happened! The people then, 
like some today, refused to recognize 
that it was GOD'S government. They re­

garded it as the dictatorship of MEN­
their human leaders. First, God chose 
Moses and ruled thru him, Bur you'll 

read of "this Moses whom they refused, 
saying, 'Who made thee a RULER and 
a iudgei' The same did GOD send to be 
RULER." (Acts 7:35). 

In the time of the Judges, it is writ­
ten of the congregation of Israel: "Every 

man did that which was right in hiJ 

011'17 eyeJ," U udges 17: 6), But GOD had 
commanded, JUSt as He who is the SAME 
[(lday commands today: "Ye shall NOT 

do after all the things that ye do here 
this day, ClUJ WcltI leba/soever iJ rig hi 

ill bis OI{,11 e FJ," (Deu r. 1:2: 8 ) , 

Yes, [hose who do not want Goo's 
GOVERNMENT rhm His minisrers of HIS 

choosing, but want to do whatever is 

right in their own eyes today, actually 
want to DISOBEY the direct command of 

GOD' Let them read these Scriptures, and 
then try to tlilJU'Cr GOD in the final judg­
ment! 

Well later, God chose Samuel. GOD 

ruled Israel thru Samuel. Bur the people 
only looked upon it as the hum;ln rule 

of Samuel, and they rejeCted him, "And 

the Eternal said to Samuel ... they have 
not rejeered thee, but they have rejected 
ME, that I should not reign over them," 

( I S:1l11. H: 7). Final!y all Israel was pun­
ished in captivity and slavery' 

And this system of disobeying the 

DIRECT COMMAND: "Ye shall NOT do 
... every man whatsoever is right in his 
own eyes," has split and re-split the 
churches of this world JillcC Christ. 

CiyisICl1 III the "Christian" Church 

During the first )00 years after Christ. 

entirely apart frum the true Church, 
more than fifty different professing 
"Christian" sects appeared. Tho Christ. 
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as we shall see" [itde later. placed His 
GOVERNMENT and central authority in 
His Church. there was no such authority 
in these seers They /ri,," this idea of 
"having l.OVE" for those with whom 

they disagreed. l3ut the DIVINE Lol''' of 
G'od-the same Spirit that guides all 
brethren in GOD'S WAY. into ALl. TRUTH 
-was not the kind of love they had. 
Their human "love" only c/il'id"d them 
ill aror.' It proved no foundation for 

unity. It brought repeated IlIVISION. 

Then Constantine, Roman Emperor. 
thc: prophetic "Beast" of that day, made 
Christianity (falsely so-called) an of­
f!Cial religion of his government. He 
abolished the sect,uianism-forced ,1 

unitc:d Catholic Church undc:r his dicta­
torship. put iron RIlLE into the Church. 
From this the papacy developed. Other 
sects were exterminated by soldiers and 
government police. Millions of martyr­
doms followed. The true Church of GOD 
was forced to "Hee to the wilderness" to 

eXIst. 

The Church L:\'olved the "primacy of 
Peter" doctrine. The prillciplc of author­

itative government in the Church was 
C;od's-but I/.Jcir .f1.llclII of using it was 
Satan's. It was not GOD'S gdvc:rnmc:nt, 

but that of men swayc:d by Saran. 

This "primacy of Peter" doctrinc: on 
which the papacy is built represents 
Christ as having said to Pc:ter. in effect: 
"Peter. I havc: to leave the c:arth. I won't 
be the Head of the Church any longer. 
I'm making 1'011. Peter. thc: Head of the 
Church. in my ste,ld. I'm turning all the 
authority over to you. and those whom 
men shall elect as your successors. 1'm 
bowing out. You arc laking over-tak­
ing my placc, ruling in my stead." 

The Roman Catholic Church does not 
call Christ the present living Head of 
their Church. That tirle they give to their 

pope. So theirs is NOT the government 
of GOD, thru CHRIST as living HEAD of 
the Church. ruling fiJi'll ministers of 
H IS choosing. On the contrary, it is ;1 

counterfeit HllMAN government swayed 
by Satan. 

Until the time of Luthu. this counter­
fe-it Church government. however. did 

prelelll dili,io"l The Roman Church 
continued many centuries undivided. Bur 
the systC:I11 of djJjJlJillg th", principle of 
Church gm'ernment was all wrong. It 
ruled by the will of man, Satan-inspired. 

The GOOD NEWS 

If preserved unity by physical FORCE. 
It was the instrument of Satan. There­
fore its fruits were EVIL' 

Why Prote·tants Divided 

The Protestant movement failed to 

corrcct what was wrong. Because the 
Catholic government was a counterfeit 
mir-rule. they abolished the rule, instead 
of yielding themselves to the divine gov­
ernment of GOD. They reasoned that 
every man ought to do what was right 
i Jl hi.! (J 11'11 eye.r. 

And what resulted! John and Charles 
Wesley came along and disagreed with 
Luther on certain points of doCtrinE'. 
There was no CENTRAL AUTHORITY in 

the Protestant Church as GOD'S instru­
ment to define the true BIBLE doctrines. 
The Wesleys were strong leaders. Hun­
dreds, then thousands, followed them 
like sheep, and a new denomination 
appeared. 

Different ideas arose as to whether 
there should be some kind of limited 
church government. Some wanted a lim­
ited government by the elders and min­
isters-the presbytery. Others wanted 
DEMOCRACY-governI11ent by the whole 
congregation. So, in addition to the 
Lutheran Church following the human 
Luther, and the Methodists following the 
Wesleys, the world soon had the Pres­
byterian and Congregational churches, 

They went the way that seemed right 
in their own eyes. But, devout though 
they were, they had no firm basis for 
lINITY. Thcy split and fe-split, and today 
we have bzmdredr of Protestant denomi­
nations! 

The ideas held by a small few in the 
Church today. enunciated at the begin­
ning of this article, have been put to 
the resr of experience and TIME. And 
they have proved the very CAUSE of 
division and confusion, They have not 
unified the Church memhers in TRUTH 
-but dil'ided them in ERROR! 

But What IS Unity? 

Let's let GOD tell us what He means 
by UNITY. 

Paul's final wurd lU llIe Corinthians 
was this: "Finally, brethren, farewell. Be 
perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, iiz'C! in pedce." Being of ONE MIND 
i, the WAY to peace. and unity. (II COL 
I:;: II ). 
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", , . stand fast in ONE SPIRIT, willI 

ONE MIND. striving together for the 
faith of the GospeL" (PhiL I: 27 ), 

"Fulfil yeo my joy, tbell JC be like­

minded, having the same love, being of 
one {{{wrd, of olle mind." (PhiL 2: 2) . 
Notice how being AGREED and of ONE 
MIND is continually connected with true 
LOVE in God's Word' It says nothing 
ahour showing love by disagreement. 
God FORBIDS you to do according to 

what is right in your own eyes! 

"Can two walk together. except they 
be agreed!" (Amos 3:3). 

"Let this MIND be in you, which was 
'1150 in Christ Jesus." (Phil. 2:5), Is 
Christ's mind divided' 

Two men in the Church at Philippi 
were in disagreement over some point. 
In his letter to the church there, Paul 
gave them a command. He did NOT say. 
"each of you go ahead believing what 
is right in your own eyes, and havc: 
tolerance toward the other." He rather 
commanded "that they he of th(' .rdme 

lIlind IN THE LORD." (Phil. 4: 2). Notice 
carefully, not merely of the same mind' 
Not the same mind in error. Bur IN THE 
LORD' 

One person who did not know past 
history correctly said that years ago, 
when I was working as a minister with 
the "Sardis" Church (Rev. 3: 1-6) which 
God says is now "dead" (spiritually), 
and I did not agree with a few points 
of doctrine ;l1ld practice laid down by 
the ministers, that I did not accept their 
dictums. Bur the "Sardis" Church already 

was spiritually dead, and the time for 
the "Philadelphia" Church had come. 

What this person does not know is 
that on one occasion the leader of the 
ministers of that Church admitted to 
me that the Church position on a doc­
trine in question was wrong. and that I 
was right-but, he said, the Church 
would not dare correct its errOL 

On another occasion he admitted to 

me, in writing (I have the letter), that 
God had revealed to me a great TRUTH 
about our national identity as the House 
of IsraeL But neither he nor his Church 
would uccupt llIis TRUTH, el'Cll thollgh 

be prjlalely agreed if /l'tI' TRUTH I On 
another occasion this minister asked me 
to deliberately HE) ECT truth ami light 
from the Bible. and to preach what he 

( Pleilse ((!1/tilllfl! 011 page 5 ') 
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Heart to Heart Talk 

\vith the Editor 

I T SIIOIILD be: explained th,1t pressure: 
of the duties of the o!hce: in which 

God has placed me has delayed 

more than a year the: writing of the twO 
arrick'S appeacing in this number. 

I have: sincerdy felt, after having read 

these: article:s se:t in type, afte:r the writ­
ing of them had gotten "cold," that the 

truth will surdy be made completely 

plain, and will be wholly accepted by 
,!ll me:mbe:rs of Cod's Church. 

But I fe:el I should e:xplain brietly th,l( 

the:se: article:s wue: written with one: 

foundational assumption confide:mly tak­

e:n for grante:d. De:ar Bre:thren in Christ, 

I have: most assure:dly ASS[!MED that the 

'Mllce of ouc bdid and practice is G01\ 

and that Cod spe:aks to us thru HIS 

WORD, the: Holy Bible. 

Do you re:al ize the: one: b'lSic iii jf el­

"iCe bc:twe:e:n Cod's tcue Church, and 

all othc:rs-thc diffe:rc:nce: bctween it and 

/b, 1I'lJr/d/ That diffe:rence is simply 
thc difference in the SO(IRCF of our re­

ligion. 

Rei igion is a system of faith and de­
\'orion to a Superior Authority-the be­

lief and practice required by that Supe­

rior Authority. All professing Christian 
denominal1ons claim to believe in God, 

and in Christ. Bul, actually, is GOD the 
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rea I mllt'c" of their belief and pracllc<:: 

To the:m, God is unreal-as if He 

were far off. At birth they knew nothing 

about God Whatever knowledge has 
come into their minds, naturally, has of 
necessity come: thm the five channels 

of the five senses. But they have never 
Jeen nor heard God, nor tOllcbed Him. 

They have heard "bollt Him, ,md that 

from those around them. Their only 
sources are physical, not spiritual. S) 
God seems unreal. 

But the world around them se:ems 

REAL-because they Jee the people and 

the things of the world; they beilr and 

touch them; they taste and smell the 
things in the world. And bc:cluse the 

very NATURE in man causes them to 
want to be well tbought of by otber 

jieople-to appear "acceptable" in the 

eyes of others-in order to avoid the 

uncomfortable experience of feeling IN­
FER�oR' people by nature accept the be­

liefs and practices of the world about 

them. 
They don't realize it. They have heard 

"bott! God. Their world about them 

professes to believe in God. The churches 
of the world even claim to believe and 

follow the Bible-by interpreting their 

own meaning into it. They seem to b(::­
licve that God speaks to ll1aIl lhru his 

conJ'cience, and then carelessly assume 

this squares with the Bible. But whether 
they realize it or not, the actual SOURCE 

of the beliefs and practices of nearly 

all people is SOCIETY-THIS WORLD~ 

And, realize it or not, this is rhe very 

essence of WORLDLINESS' 

Brethren, you and I were b~)rn in such 

a world. It has been all about us, We 

have bC'en intluenced by it far more 

than we suppose. And, lei/hill, is h~lman 

nature, which wants to belong-wants 1<\ 

go along-wants to b:o It'ell tbr!ltght of 

by the world-acceptable to the world 

-and which by nature dread.! the criti­
cism of society around liS, or that in­

ferior feeling of not being acceptable 

or well thought of. This is VANITY, 
springing from an inherent inferiority 

complex born in everyone of us. 

This is part of the SELF that we Illust 
ol'ercomei 

It is the: OVERCOMERS who s'lall in­

herit the Kingdolll of God and sit with 
Christ on His throne. God's Word shows 

us that we have twO things to overcome 
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~the .lei! ,eithill us which is human 

nature, and the ll'orld aro/lnd us, which 

is, in a larger sense, Satan the devil­
for the world is under his sway' 

If the trLle SOURCE of your rc:iigion 

is GOD, as He reveals truth and right 
ways thm His BIRTF-if HE is the object 

of your devotion and worship-then I 

h1/o/{ you will find His truth on the 

subjects of facial make-up and church 
government made clear and plain in 

the:sc articles, and you will accept HIS 

TRUTH with joy and rejoicing. But if 

the SOl'RCE of what you believe and 

practice is the world around you, then 

you will not accept this Bible truth 
which rLlns counter to the hereditary 

NATURE of fearing the opinions, cus­

toms and dictates of the world-of 
wanting to conform to and be well 

thought of by the world. If this power­

ful pull of the world and of human 
nature proves stronger than the truth 

of God, then this world and its Satan 

is, in actual fact, the SOURCE of your 
religion-it is THE GOD THAT YOl' 

SERVE AND WORSHIP, while deceiving 

yourself in the delusion rlLlt YOli belic\'(' 
in and worShip the true God. 

What is written in this issue of The 

Good N e 1£5 may be the fateful test of 
crernity fur ,mIle we have loved as our 

brethren. 

God mad~ LIS all free moral agents, 
God alone lays down the LAW definillg 

li'hLlt is sin-but He decrees that each 

of LIS must decide for ourselves lI'betber 

to sin. And so, CHOOSE YE TllIS DAY 

WHOM YOLo WILL SERVE~ As Elijah 

said, "How long halt ye between twO 

opinions( If The ETERNAL be God, tol 
lOll' Him,'-but if the world and its CllS­

toms and opinions, then follow the 
world." But, as Cod e<.H11manded, 

"CHOOSE LIFE'" And, of course, all of 

our brethren will' May God richly bless 

you all' 

RADIO LOG 
"The WORLD TOMORROW" 

Herbert \\;, Armstrong analyzes to­
day's nev .. _~, .. ~ .. ith the J1r()phccic~1 of 
[he WO!{ll) TOMORROW! 

TO THE NATION", CANADA: 
XEG-Io~o on clial, ""err night, 

H:JO P.M, Central Std. time. 
Olher sIal ions at usual time, 
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RULE III the Church 

and minis(t,(s in his political c()ntrol de­

nttd 
The: one big disagn:el11e:Jl( that finally 

s(:n:re:d them totally from being any 

longer God\ living Church, and started 
the "Philadelphi,.r" Church, was the mat­

rer of Cod's holy days, They rdected rhis 

TRlITH. I re:maine:d firm in being "of 
the: same: mind If\; THE 1.0RD,"~not 

'lpart from thl: Lord. I state this to set 

[he record straight. 

Gcm had ch051:n me and set me in 

His Church ;\s His Minister. God was 

using me as His instrument in develop­

ing the "Philadelphia" Church. God has 

~et HIS ministers to lead the people in 
TRl'TH~[() tell the people their SINS, 

wlllch they canoor do unless they are 

inspired and emp()wered of God's Spirit 

m be ,1 b I<.: , under His guidance, to DE­

TERMINI' Wh'lt is sin, and wh,lt is tfuth. 

This case of III ine has no connection 

with lay members rejeuing TIWTH de­

finl:d by GOD thru l-lis Ministers. 

The true Church will "be of (he SAM1: 

lI-lIND one toward anmlll:r," If, THE LORD 

~~in His TRl'TII, ,rs inspiled by His 

Spirit. (Roll!. 1.2:16), 
What is GOn,S WAY TO tNIT)'? 

"Now I beseech YOll, brethren, by the 

name of lJur Lord Jesus Chrtst, tb<l/ yc 
,til Jped!:: tbe JdlllC /bill!!" ,mel that there 

be NO DIVISIONS amollg you" [speaking 

things, ha\'ing disagrl:l:ment Oll 
tll(:se pOints, MEANS £iii iJi()II~~nm 
unity]: "bU[ that ye be perfectly joined 

rogether IN THE Sl\Mt: MIND ,we! in the 
same judgment." (I COl'. I· I () ). 

There il is' 

The Church is to be pcrfn.dy joined 
[()gether~that's I! N ['1'1" But HOW)····~ 

'in [he SAME MINJ) .. ~ .. ,r11 speaking the 

same thing," Bur it must be rhe HIGHT 

thing, 'Ult! it must be the MIl':n OF 

CHRIST! 

No\\', I ask you, brethren, HOW can 

[his bl: possible, when differel1( minds 

see things in ditferelH ways, l'NLESS 

GOD HAS PROVIDFD A CI'NTRAL AU­

THOIUTY, DIRECTLY INSPIIUm AND LED 

OF CHRIST, WHICH CAN HICHTLY APPLY 

THE PRINCIPLES OF COD'S LAW IN 

1>O{'HTlTL INSTANCES WHERE MINDS 

I ESS MATt'RE SPIRIT! 'ALI.Y CANNOT 

CI.EARLY Af;IU'F! 

Tbe (iOOD NEWS 

Did God Himself ser any slIch central 

Al'THORITY in His Church! We shall 

lee, You shall read it i'7 J Oil!' 0/1'/1 Bible.' 
Not my ideas~bm GOIl'S WORn' 

Christ PREVENTS Division 

What iJ the [rue Church of God! It 
i, that collective body of conquered, 

Spirit-begotten children of God, in and 

thm which God, by His Spirit, carries 
on His mission on earth which He 
r/ar/ed in and rhru the indi\'idual human 

body of Jesus. It has a WORK TO DO, It 
is the most important work on earth. 

The Church is God's insrrllmenr~His 

spiritual ()rganism~which He llses to 

accomplish His purpose on earth for 
this time. 

The Church--tiJis BODY Or CHRIST~ 

is composed of many human members, 

but it is ONE BODY, "fidy joined to,'itther 

and compacted." Christ is the living 
HEAD of His Church, and in Spirit He 

is IN the Church, He guides it. He go\'­

erns it! The Church is His organization 
-its members His staff. He cannor 

allow disagreement and divisions, 

A house divided against itself can nor 
smnd. Therefore ChJist, of necessity, had 
to provide A WAY of prevenring dis­

;igreemenr and divisions. UnleH Christ 
set up machinery within His Church-­

a central AUTHORny thm which HE, 

the living HEAD of tbe Church, may set­
ric all differences and reveal all TRUTH, 

these disagreements which are bound to 

arise would become a tbrca/ to the sta­

bility of the Church and rhe \'ery con­

tinuance of GOD'S WORK~ 

Christ did set lip JUSt Stich an amhof­
ity! 

Remember, every member starts out 
;IS "a babe in Christ." Some have grown 

to varying degrees of spiritual marurity 

nor yet attained by others. Remember, 

too, God's Word does not always give 

an explicit and direer teaching on every 

point. Some passages are vague, hard to 

be understood-as Peter wrote that 
many of Paul's writings arc. The un­

learned and unstable often wrest these 

to their own dtstructiol1 (II Pet. 3: 1 (, ) , 

Yet bear in mind, witb cmpbt1Ji.r, it is 

Goo's LAW, in His Word, that defines 

SIN, Not even rhe Apostle Paul was 
;\ble to know, of his own mind or reason, 

apart from the Law, what was or 

wrong /Jim. Man is not allowed ro 
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decide, for himsdf, IIb,,1 is sin, GOD 

decides that~and reveals it by His Law. 

Bur, as stated above, God's LAW is a 

great over-all LA\'\' OF SPIRI'ITAL f'RIJ:"­

C1PLES! It must be defined, and obeyC'd, 

according to it.! SPIRIT, Its PRINCIPLES 

must he applied rightly, guided by the 

Holy Spirit, to many points not literally 

and specifically covered by its letter' 

But, all members of the Church 

do nor have ability to apply the 

PRINCIPLES of the Law, aided by Bibli­
caJ examples, in order to define 'what is 

or is not SIN in relation to some of these 

occasional isolated questions, 

The very fact of ilIlCdfJlel'1JJf'11i all]ong 

members demonstrates this fau. And it 

is Ilbell there is such disagreement~ 

when questions are Idt undefined by 

CHHlST'S authority and threaten division 

in the Body-that the very machinery 

Christ sel within His Church for defin­

ing such questions must be put into 
anion, 

When there is such disagreenwnt 

among members~as we have already 

seen in the Church in the question of 
which day is the Passo\'er-the 14th or 
the 15th Abib; which day is Pentecost 

~Monday, or Sunday: is the use of 
make-up a sin: THEN if individuals are 
left to decide for themselves, each has 

decided, for himself, WHAT is or is l10t 

SIN' Bm GOD can decide and re­
veal to us WHAT is sin! Therefore it is 

when such occasions arise that we must 

resoft to THE WAY Christ Himself estab­

lished by which HI' defines what is or is 

nor sin in this matter. The individual 

member is left a free moral agl:nt to de­

cide WHETHER [0 accept it and OBEY, or 

to reject GOD'S LAW, as Christ by HIS 

WAY in the Church defines it, and ro 
disobl:Y, 

Bur every member ought to TREMBLE 

before such a decision. For "if we SIN 

WI LFL!LI. Y," after God has revealed the 

knowledge, "there remainerh no lllore 
sacrifice for sin, but a cerrain fearful 
looking for of judgme!l[ and fiery in­

dignation, which shall DEVOlIR the ad­

versaries." Such a one automatically puts 
himself out of God's Church and God's 

grace. 

WHAT Is an ELDER? 

The question becomes. then II'h,/t Jili/­

ciJiner) , or what {ellfr,ti 'lll/boril1, has 
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Christ set up in His Chllfch, hy which 
HE ddines for us-by His absolute AU­

THORITY-wh~lt is or is not SIN in the 
case: of questions not specifically covered 
bv the ktter of the Law! 

T() understand, we need to know 

WHY God has called ~lI1d chosen ELDERS 
which He has set in His Church. All 
ministers, of whatever rank, are elders. 
An apostle is an elder. A pastor is an 
elder. An evangelist is an elder. Some 

elders have higher rank than others, 
Remember, human minds, material 

~ll1d carnal until conversion, are not 

l1wde spiritually perfect at once. It is 
a matter of GROWTH, In this process of 
spiritual growth, some minds develop 

in spiritual abilities and knowledge 
more rapidly than others. Some apply 
themselves more diligently-study hard­
er-spend more time in prayer and study 

'inc! meditation. Some have a higher 
degree of natural ability, greater depth, 

and God adds spiritual gifts according 

(() o~lr own narural ability (Mat. 25: 15), 
Some have continued thiS process of 

spiritual-minded development over a 

longer span of years than others. 

D() you realize, brethren, It IS tiJe.re, 

who are })lost ac/l'I/IIced, SPIRITUALLY, 

thar are spiritually Ol.DER than the 
others? They may be younger in physical 

years. 13tH, spiritually speaking, they are 
rhe El.DERS in the Church, because they 
'II e 'piri(Ually Ol.DER, And it is these. 
not only older in spiritual knowledge, 
but in abilities for the work of the 
ministry, whom Christ has CHOSEN as 
His ministers! This is WHY God calls 

I :1el11 the ELDERS! 

And il is THESI', who form the celllr,,; 

dllt/Jl)rit], or the instrument leitbill the 

Church, thru whom CHRIST HIMSELF 
may REVEAl. the true def[llilioll of HIS 

LA\\'. and SETTLE such disputes or dif­

fcrl"llces of opinioll. 

A Headquarters Church 

(~()d has always had a hl"adquarters 
Church. III apostoliC days it was at 
Jerusakm. All thl" other churches and 

l1l(;m bers surrered abroad looked to the 
,')xlstks <lnd elders al Jerusak111, who 

\\cre led and directed by Christ, to setrle 
ncr)' such doubtful point, 

You are familiar. of c()urse, with the 

dispute that arose in thl" church at An­
ti()ch. That disagreement threatened to 
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divide the Church. The question at issue 

was whether it was right or wrong to do 
certain things-wh~lt kind of conduct 
was required-whether it was sin-just 

like this cosmetic question. The head­

quarters Church at Jerusalem RULED on 
the question. Their ruling was not their 
own-they were led in it by the Holy 

Spirit. It was then no 10llger a question.' 
It was thereafter BOUND IN HEAVEN' 
It became the LAW OF GOD, It was so 

accepted by the Church at Antioch. Had 
any individual member there disagreed 
-had any said, "I don't want any min­

isters at Jerusalem telling me that what 
I believe or think is wrong. I have just 
as much right to my views as they have 

to theirs!" that member would have been 
resisting the DECISION OF GOD, bound 
in Heat'en, and would have been put 
out of the Church. 

Yes, it may be true that the indivicbal 
member has just as much right to H S 

VIEWS as the ministers have to theirs. 
But when such a decision is rendered, 
it is NOT the personal views or ideas of 

the ministers-i t is the revealed DE­

CISION OF CHRIST, THE HEAD OF THE 
CHUHCH! It becomes, then, a specific, 
definite "THUS SAITH THE LORD." 

The one BIG POINT in YOIl,. hfe-thar 
which determines your ETERNITy-is 

the matter of TOTAL SUBMISSION TO 

THE AUTHORITY OF GOD' What is it 
that cutS man off from GocP It is RE· 

BELLION against God's AUTHORITY' 

Did God Put GOVERNMENT 
in His Church? 

l3ut, if there be any left who still ask 
the question, DID God pur actual f!,ol'erll­

went, and RUl.E, in His Chllfch~-did 

He actually invest His ministers with 
aNthont)':' or does God rule His chil­

dren onl)' individually and personally, 
thru the Bible ALONE, just as each in­
dividual sees it for hlmself:-here is 

the answer! 

What about this thing of CHI;RCH 
GOVERNMENT! Did GOD put it thl"re' 
Does GOD command us to be submissive 

to it:; Five or six articles have b~en pub­
lished in The GOOD NEWS prov\l1g that 

God did put government in His Church 

-that God rules us collectively, in and 
thru the Church. as well as individually. 

Let's make this Pl.AIN, once and for 

all' It is indeed PLAIN in YOUR BIBLE' 
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First, then. in I Corintl,iall' 12, we 
have the pbin instruction about the 
spiritual gifts God has pur within His 
Church. Verse 4, there arc diversities of 

gifts, for different purposes and func­
tions in the Church. Verse 5: there are 
differences of adminIJti'a! iOIlJ, 

What is an "administration?" It is 

the office of performing a function, op­
erarion, service. It is the GOVERNING, 
or EXECUTING function. We have our 

Administration building on the college 
campus-containing the offices of the 
executives who direct, manage, govern. 

When we sp~ak of the Administration 
at Washington, D,C., we refer to the 
function of the President. And what is 

that administrative function) The EN­
FORCING of the l.AWS of the govern­
ment-laws already made-not the mak­
ing of laws-the actual f!,ol'eming.' 

So, then, there are ADMINISTRATIONS 
-Of executive. administrative, gOl'em­

ing functions IN Goo's CHURCH' 

Verse 6: There are diversities of oper­
ations, That is, of activities being carried 

on. Now for the executing of thes::: 
activities. these various operations, ad­
ministrations, which become the WORK 
and ACTIVITY of God's Church, God 

gives to one the gift of wisdom, to 

another knowledgl", to others, faith, to 

others gifts of healing, etc. Does this 

have anything to do with ruling, or 
government) Does one need IciJdom, to 

be a wise and just ruler? Does one need 
knowledge or faith to govern, to judge, 
to make decis;ons) Most assuredly he 

does~ 

Notice verse l H: It is GOD, not m'1I1 
or the vote of members, who sets mem­

bers in various functions and offices, Il.I 

it htl.! plecl.!ed HIM, All do not have the 
same office, operation, or administration. 

But what oflices has God set in His 
Church:' 

"And GOD hath set some in the 

Church, first APOSTl.ES, secondarily 
prophet.!. thidly teclcben (including 
pastors), after that miracles, then gifts 
of healing, h~lps, GOVERNMENTS, cli­

versities of tongues." 

So God duf set GOVEHNMENTS in His 

Church. \'Ve will demonstrare that 

abundantly by other texts later. 
l3ur, are ,,/I apostles) No. Are till 

teachers? No' Have all the gifts of heal­

ing) No' Do all sit in office of govern-
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Illpnt' No. God b",f SET JOIJl(! in H i.1" 

Cburch 10 gO/'ern, And when you resist 
that government, YOU DISOBEY GOD, and 

that disobedienc~ is SIN, r1w pen81ry of 
which is ETERNAL DEATH-IOJJ of Ja/­

I'aliou! 
We find thes~ administrative offices 

also in Ephesians Ii. Let's notice it care­

fully. 
There is only ONE BODY-o/le tru~ 

Church-verse 4. And ill that one 

Church, "HE-GoD---gave some, "POJ­
!Iu.r: and some, j)J'opbl'!.l: and some, 
el'cIIlge/iJtJ: and somc, pdJtorJ, and 

/cilcbcr.r:"-WHY! 

What is the function of these offices: 

. for the perfecting of Ibe JelintJ," 

is mentioncd first. How can the saints 

bc pcrfected, if c,1(h s~es vague and ob­
SCLlre points ditf('f~ntly, cach goes off 
a different way, C(lntf()v~rsy and division 

separates (hem and destroys unity and 
coop~ration and LOVE! Can you see th~ 

llced of I'NlTy-of disciplin~) Well. 

read on' 

for the I['ork of tbe lIliniJtr)," 

is next mention~d as thc function of 

these offices, The first commission in thc 
work of thc ml!1lstry is to proclaim th~ 

Gospel to the world as a witn~ss. That's 

a gigantic task, In mday's world, with 
th~ mass-communication facilities God 

has made available, it is actually BIG 

BI'SINESS, and it cannot be efficiently 
operated w iLlIlJut organization. And that, 

in turn, automatically calls for AIITHOR­

ny-onc at the top rcsponsiblc for top­
level decisions and polici~s, others unde! 
him as heads of departments, others 

undcr them in other sup~rvisory opecl­
tions. And all this rcquires governmcnt 

and disciplin~. Otherwise wc would have 

confusion, uttcr failure. 

Also part of the ministry is feeding 

the flock. This involves local church con­

gregations. H~r~, also, therc must be 
organizarion and discipline, or we have 

confusion. All this is madc PLAIN by 

many other Scriptures wc shall corne to 

bter. 

..... for tbe cdifyillg of tbe bod) of 

ChriJt; is the n~xt function mcntioncd. 

How can apostl~s, cvangel isrs, p:lswrs, 

and preaching eld~rs edifr, or imtrtlct, 

J the congregations, if we ar~ all divided 

on which dat~ the Church should meet 
for Pentecost, or whcther lip-stick is a 
sin, or \\'h~thcr physical circumcision is 
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required! If we arc all divided, one 

comes to have one faith, another a dif­

ferent faith, and finally we have hun­
dreds of sects and denominations. BlIt 

WHY did God set these OFFICERS in His 
Church;; 

TILL /1'(1 ,til ,"0111(1 in tbe UNITY 

of tbe faitb, ami of tbe knowledge of 

the Son of God, unto a perfect man." 

Also read Rom. 10: 13-17. 
Yes, there it is-gol'(lr1lm(lJZt is in the 

Church to bring ALL in the Church into 

UNITY, nor into confusion and division. 
Unity in KNOWLEDGE' The knowledge 

of the Son of God is CHRIST'S knowl­

edge. 

Back in Antioch some thought it was 

CHRIST'S knowledge that all males should 

be circumcised-others believed that 
was NOT Christ's true knowledge, The 

Headquarters Church at J ~rusaleIl1 J(I/­

tl(let it, HOW! By taking away free moral 
agency from those at Antioch! No! By 

defining, as led by GOD'S SPIRIT, 

what was Christ's true knowledge. This 
brought the Church into the UNITY of 

that knowledge, and saved division, This 

GOVERNMENT in the Church did not 
split lip the Church-it UNIFIED it! 

But Do These Officers 

Bear RULE? 

Bur one hard to convinc~ may still 

S,lY, "Yes, but I don't believe those of­
ficers werc put in the Church to RUl.E! 

I want to see that very word 'RULE' in 

ti.?(1 Bible. in connection with these of­
ficers." 

All right-you shall see it' Read it 

in your own Bible! 

Opcn your Bible to 1 TimotiIy 3. 

Notice the qualifications for the office 

of eld~r, or bishop, as it is here called. 
Dle terms elder and bishop arc synony­

mous and interchangeably used in the 

New Testament. Remember, all tbcJe 
officials God set in His Church are 

ELDERS. Peter was an elder. Evangelists, 

pastors-alI are ciders, or bishops. 

An elder, or bishop, then, must be 
(verse 4): "one tbat Rli LETH Icdl his 

own house, having his children in Jub­
jectiol1 with "II gravity, for if a man 

know not how to RULE his own house, 

how shall he rake care of the Church of 

GOl1'" That's PLAIN! He must he "hlp 
to RULE! 

God makes even plainer what He 
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mcans uy sayillg, in I Tim. 5: 17: "Let 

the elders that RilLE well be counted 

worthy of double honor, eJpecially tbe1 
who labor in tbe WORD {{nd DOCTRINE." 

That is, those who RULE in questions of 

the wORD-questions about what the 
Bible says-and of DOCTRINE-of de­

termining or defining the true MEANING 

of God's Word-defining DOCTRINE. 

Notice Romans 12, In the Church 
are many members, bur it is ONE BODY 

(verse 4). Weare one Body in Christ 
(verse 'j). We have various spiritual 

giftJ (verse ()). Like 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 

4, here is instruction regarding the ad­
llliniJt rcttio1lJ In the eh \I reh Now, 
(verse 8): "be tbelt RliLETH, IcitiJ dili­

gencc." In plainest language this says 

God has sct some to RULE in the Church, 
and they should RCi LE with tiiligencc:.' 

Now look at I Thes. 5: 12-13: "And 

we beseech you, brethren, to know them 
which labor among you, ({lId are (n(!/' 

.lOti in the Lord [bear RULE}, and es­

teem them very highly in love, for their 
work's sake. And be at pl!acl! among 

yourselves." All of God's true yieldu/ 
children will do that-the rebellious will 
not. That is /be ICtl) to PEACE among 

ourselves. It is GOO'S WAY' 

Paul Shuws RULE in Church 

The Epistles of Paul form a large part 

of the New Testament. They are co/'­

ledire. They have to do with problemJ 

that arose in the Church, which Paul 

Jettled lcith alithority, They are tli/mini!­
/1"eltll'(I letters. In them Paul shows plain­

ly the tllttbority vested in him as God's 

apostle. These letters of Paul show God's 
Church GOVERNMENT ill ilCtio1J l 

Notice this Bible c(mzmdnd: "I be­

seech you, brethren, (ye know the house 
of Stephan as, that it is the first fruits 
[first converts) of Achaia, and that they 

have [devoted} themselves to the min­
lJtt) of the saims), that ye J/tbmit yOltr­
Jelz'eJ !Into Jlfcb." (l Cor. IG:15-1G), 
Members at Corinth were commanded 

to SUBMIT to the authority vested in 
these ministers. 

Here's the Bible command to Israel­
i tes in the Church: "Remellluer tlI~1ll 

that have the RULE over you, who have 

spoken unto you the word of God, whose 
faith follow." (Heb. 13: 7) . 

Then again, "OBEY thcm that have 

thc Rli I.E over you, <lndlllbmit J ollr-
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,ehcl : for they watch for your souls, as 
they IllUSt give account" of their RULE! 
(Heb, U: 17). 

In writing to the Church at Corinth, 
Paul showed his authority in I COL 4: 18-

2 I: "Now some are puffed up, as though 
I would not come unto you. But I will 
come shortly, if the Lord will, and will 
know, not the speech of them that are 
puffed up, bu t the power. For the Kin (1-

dOIl1 of God is not in word, but ~1 
power. If/bal /I'i/! Je) Jb,t/I I colile IInto 

) Oil l!'ilb " rod, or in love, and in the 
,pirit of meekness'" 

Continuing, I COL 5: 1-2, ['): "It is 
commonly reported that there is forni­
cation among you, and such fornication 
as is not so much as named among the 
Gentiles, that one should have his father's 
wife. And ye are puffed up, and have 
not rather mourned, that he that hath 
done this deed might be taken away 
[roll I ,Imong you. For 1, verily, as absent 

in body, but present in spirit, have 
judged already, as though I were present, 
concerning him that hath so done this 
deed . . . Therefore put away from 

among yourselves that wicked person." 
There, brethren, is l;od's ROLE in 

action, thru His chosen apostle' Is Tesus 
Christ THE SAME toe/el]) Docs Christ 
IWLL, in IIis Church, thru His apostles 
and ministers ill tbe JeIIlle lildlzner, 

TODAY' He does! He's the SAME today' 

Now blelhren, II' we are members of 
the true Church of God, that same 
authority-that same RULE by CHRIST 
/bl'/( His choscll ministers, is in His 
Church today. If any do nor wish to 

submit to Gon's HI iLE, as God Himself 
has choscn to adlllinister it-THRl! 
CHIUST-tbm Hi.r tlf)o.rtlc ttJul lIlilliJters 

-then they havc not surrendered to 

GOD and His ,1lIthority nYer them-they 
havc nor repented-they have not even 
madc the very fir.!! Jtcp toward conver­
sion, :lnd they certainly an: NOT mem­
bers of the Body of Christ' 

II COL I~: 10: "I writc this ... thtlt 

//,;'ell I COllie I /lilly IIO! /}tII'e to he Je­

iC!'C ill Ill) Inc oj tbe AI;THORITY whicb 

tbe Lord b,1J gil'cil IIlC. (Revised 
Standard translation. Moffatt, the Nu­

merics translation, and others, use the 
word A I n'lIORlTY. ) 

II Cor. 10: H: ''For lhuugh I should 
bllc\st somewhat more of our AIITHOR­
ITY, which the Lord hath given us for 
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edification, :mel not for y()ur destruction, 

I should not be ashamed .... But we will 
not boast of things without our measure, 
but according to the measure of the 
RULE which God hath distributed to us, 
a measure to reach even unto you." 

Rule of CHRIST-not 
of Ministers! 

Brethren, that ought to settle it' 
Submission to authority is the b:lsic 

theme of the Bible. You will find it when 
God first talked to man and instructed 
him, in Genesis 2. You will find it all 
thru Genesis and all the books of Moses. 
You find it as the central thread woven 
all thru the historic books of the Old 
Testament. You find it in Psalms, Prov­
erbs and all the poetic books. You find 
it in all the prophets. You find it the 
dominant key-note in all that Jesus 
taught and preached in the four Gospel 
books. You find it the basic tenet of the 
Apostle Paul's inspired writings. You 

find it in James, Peter, John, ] ude. You 
find it woven all thru the Book of Reve­
lation, even unto the last chapter in all 
the Bible. 

Voluntary submission ro the rule of 
GOD, coupled with FAITH in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour-that is the WHOLE 
duty of this present life, workll1g out the 
PlJRPOSE of life, and attaining to our 
true goal, being born into the Kingdom 
of God! 

As YOII, even as an individu.ll, are 
called to dedicate yourself to the Chris­
tian life, God has provided a tll'o-fold 

Christian duty in order to develop you 
and prepare YOll for The KINGDOM OF 
GOD. First of all God lays on each of us 
his ptlrt in the Work of GOD--the mis­

sion of the Church Secondly, you must, 
even apart from our collective mission, 
ol'ercome the world and the self within 

you, grow in knowledge and grace by 
(lJlllillUOUS Bible study, prayer, and ex­
perience, and endure in this way unto 
the end. 

But the very first duty of life bccomes, 
for each of us, our united work togetiJcr 

Il'ith ChriJt in THE WORK OF GOD-the 
mission of d1e Church. 

In this all-important work, the living 

CHRIST, as High Priest and HEAD of the 
Church, is actually IN His Church. 
Christ directJ the work. The Church is 
His Body-His instrument-His organi-
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LJ\tion. He is its HEAD! 
Now how could the head of ~l large 

business organization run that business 
and accomplish irs objective without 
RlTLE' How could the President of the 
United States run the government of the 
nation if department heads, or lesser em­
ployes in the federal government were 
allowed to form policies contrary to 

those set in the government from the 
top! 

God is nor the author of confusion. 
In HIS Body there must be I;NITY-ab­
solute accord-teamwork-all working 
together AS CHRIST DIRECTS AND LEADS. 

And so God has placed GOVERNMENT 
in His Church. It is the government of 
GOD. It is government from the top 
down. God the Father is at the top. 
Christ does nothing of Himself-but He 
acts as the Father commands Him. And 
Christ, in turn HULl'S His Church. He 
rules it, first, thru His own chosen 
apostles, then next under them in rank 
thru evangelists, then pastors, then other 
elders. 

But it is the rule of CHRIST-not of 
men. We min isters IllUSt submit to 

Christ's rule, [he same as other members. 
God's mlllisters are conscious, above 

~lll things, of their J/lb jectioll to Christ's 
RliLE over them. No m,ln may be or­
dained into God's ministry unless he has 
shown and demonstrated his surrender to 

GOD, and to God's RlJ LE over hiS lIfe 
,md his actions. No man is ever placed 
in position to C;IVE orders which must 
have come from above, until after he has 
demonstrated he is willing to take orders. 

HOW the Church RULES on 
Disputed Questions 

Now how does God's Church, today, 
actually arrive at a decision and make it 
a ruling, binding Oil the whole Church­
and BOUND IN HEAVEN' 

When there W,IS a dispute in the 

Church at Antioch in the days of the 
original apostles, the question was Jettled 
thru God's Headquarters Church at Jeru­
s"lem. But those apostles and elders were 
mere illJtllllllClltJ of CHRIST. Read it 
again, in the l'Stll Chapter of Acts. Peter, 
given top rank over other apostles by 
Christ, actually \vas the instrument used 
to indicate the decision. 

Notice HOW this decision came. Verse 
( PlclIJC cOlltin1le 01l pClgc 22) 



WHAT The Church Ruled 
on Make-up and WHY! 

Tbe real qllestioll that had to be determined by God's TV ord: "Is 
its lise SIN?" Here is the a1Jsu'er ... with surprise Scriptures you 
lIerer realized u'ere ill the Bible, git'hlg the defillite, specific (I1lS11'er! 

T HIS matter of the: right or wrong of 
using make-up was be:coming con­
troversial. Some members had in­

tense convictions one way, others juSt as 
decided beliefs the other way. Many were 
not sure. They were waiting for the 
Church to define the answer as a plain 
··Thll.l .Ii/ilb the lord." 

And so this make-up question bad to 

be .Idtlccl.' To permit it to rellltlill a 
question-a source of uncertainty, argu­
ment, generating strife and division­
in God's Church could not be allowed. 

WHY the Ruling Had to Be Made 

What, then, was the real que:stion 111-

"(llved? 
The que:stion was simply this: "Is 

the usc of lip-stick and other facial 
make-up A SIN''" 

"Is it a SIN?'" some: might ejaculate in 
surprise. "Why, I never thought of such 
a unive:rsal custom as being a SIN' '" 

Perhaps most have never thought of 
it in this light. Yet that was the real 
question, and the mllliste:rs ot Jes'ls 
Christ are required to kilOIl' what is sin. 

God's ministers are commanded by 
God to show the people their SINS, to 

teach the:!l1 also ill tbe rif,ht lI'a)'.\" of 
Cod, and to prevent division in the 
Church. We ministers had to kllozl'-we 

had to be Sl'RE, and to be of llne mind 
"speaking the: same thing.'" 

\X'ho DECIlWS What Is Sin? 

The \Try first thing we all need to 

bet setrled onCe for all in our rnilld~ is 
this: 

GOl) DOES NOT ALLOW (IS TO DE­

CIDE WHAT IS SIN! God docs not allow 
you lay members to decide wh~lt is right 
or wrong for Fl/l, nor does He allm\' 

by Herbert W. Armstrong 

His ministers to decide what is right 
for us, or for you' 

GOD HIMSELF lays down the law! Sin 
is the transgression of GOIl'S law, not 
our ideas or convictions. The Apostle 
Paul was nor permitted to decide 1/'l1at 
\vas right or wrong for bim. He plainly 
says, in holy Scripture, thar had he done: 
merely those things which be tbollght 

were right, he would have yielded to lust. 
He plainly wrote: "I had not known sin, 
but by the La//': for I had not known 
lust, except the Law had said, Thou shalt 
not covet.' " And that Law is the Spiritual 
Law-the Ten Commandments! 

Brethren, is there any TRUTH more 
clear to us in God's true Church than 
the truth that sin iJ the tran.rgreSJio1l of 
GOD'S LAW? That's what sin iJ.' Nor 
the transgression of our ideas, our con­
\' ictions, our beliefs, our consciences! 

God permits no man to decide for 
himself WHAT is sin. God doe.\" allow 
each individual to decide WHETHER he 
will obey, or whether he will commit sin. 

"'Hut," some might exclaim, "I never 

thought of any connection between lip­
stick and the Ten Commandments! Sure­
ly the Ten Commandments do not say 
anything about painting the lips or the 
face." 

Perhaps you have a surprise coming. 
JUSt read on, and you shall see that God's 
Law is all-inc/lisil'e. It covers the WHOLE 
IJU"I Y of man, It covers, in principle, 
aerytbing that can be sin! 

So what we needed to find out, in 
order to know whether the use of IIp­
stick and make-up is wrong, was just as 
simple as that! The only question was 
w lIellier it transgresses GOl)'S LAW! Is 
Its use SiN I If it is, then it is plain 
enough to all that every member JIl1tJt 

'1l1it .Iinning.' \'V'hocver continues in sin, 
wilfully, after receiving the knowledge 
of the truth is doomed to etemal DEATH' 

It is not enough to say, as one member 
wrote me: "1 am willing to obey God in 
all things which 1 THINK arc His will." 
We mliSt obey what GOD SAYS is His 
will, and cease doing what GOll SAYS 
IS Sll1. 

Lip-Stick Not Mentioned By Name! 

The English word "lip-stick" is not 
used anywhere in any English transla­
cion or version of the Bible. N:lr do we 
find the modern words "make-up" or 
"cosmetics." Most members have he­
Iieved that the right or wrong of using 
make-up is not directly or specifically 
mentioned in the Scriptures. 

Actually, God's Word doeJ reveal 
directly and specifically whether chis 
alteration of the appearance of the face 
is sin! This w ill come as quite a surprise 
to nearly every member. For nor even 
the ministers realized this until, as in­
struments in the hands of CHRIST, we 

began making special study and researc:1 
into this question. The reason is that it 
is not clearly translated, in our English 
versions, into the words that we lise 
today. 

But when we came before CHRIST, 
the living Head of the Church, beseech­
ing Him in prayer to reveal HIS LAW as 
it applies to this point and to settle the 
question even as He settled the Antioch 
circumcision question thru His Head­
quarters Church at Jerusalem (Acts 15), 

then the truth was plainly revealed. 

How is it possible that painting the 
lips, cheeks, or eyes could be either for­
bidden or approved by God's LA W' It's 
time we realize that the Spiritual Law 
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C()"f'I", (Jl'eI"Y "rl of right or wrong. 

God's Law is a great inexorable over­
all Law of SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES! It is 

flot merely ten literal and specific com­

mands. It must be obeyed according to 

all the scope of its SPlHIT, as well as ItS 

Ii tend letter. 

The Principle of the Law 

All the spiritual Law may be summed 
up in one word-LOVE. Love is a spirit­

ual principle. As the principle of the law 

i~ applied, it enlarges into the tu'o great 
laws-LoVE toward God and LOVE to­

ward human neighbor. Love toward God, 

in turn, is enlarged into the first four of 

the Ten Commandments. And Love to­

ward neighbor is enlarged into the last 

six of the Ten Commandments. 
But Jesus showed us, in His earthly 

ministry, how He magnifies the law 

further, according to the application of 
its prillciple. To merely look upon a 

woman lustfully is to violate the spirit 

of the law against adultery. To merely 
!7dte a brother breaks the law against 

murder. 

Now when it comes to this lip-stick 
l!laller, I!ut 1Il<LIly ill the Church were 

sufficiently advanced and mature spirit­

ually to know how to apply the SPIRIT 
or the PRINCIPLE ot God's Law to this 

act of changing facial appearance by 

painting or cosmetics. 
Yet the matter had to be decided. It 

threatened division in the Church. The 

ministers must be able to KNOW wheth­

er such a given act is sin, that we may 
show God's people their sins. Christ has 

set up a procedure in His Church by 
which HE defines and reveals, for the 

whole Church, what is sin according to 

HIS LAW! 

CHRIST Acted, and Ruled 

Jesus Christ Rli LES His Church from 
heaven, as our High Priest, or HEAD. He 

set up this machinery within the Church, 

;t( the very beginning (Acts IS), where­

by He defines, thru those spiritually the 
ELDERS in His Headquarters Church, the 

right application of HIS LAW to any such 
givell question. 

God's Church is a HOLY Church. It 

Illust be presented to Christ a gloriolls 
Church, without spot or wlinkle spirit­

ually. In it there must be no antago­
nisms, controversies or divisions. There 

The GOOD NEWS 

must be no sin because of ignorance of 

the Law, It must be a Church made up 

of completely yielded begotten children 
of Con. It must be' God's instrument for 

finishing His work on earth, 

Almost the entire New Testament is 
devoted to THE WAY God handles and 

settles all such questions and disputes 

which may start to arise in His Body. 

God has set up HIS WAY to settle dis­
puted questions, maintain peace and 

harmony, and preserve unity in love and 

in TRUTH. Thus we may be UNITED in 
the TRUTH-all speaking the same thing 

-of one mind-the mind of CHRIST! 

And so in this case JESUS CHRIST 
ACTED' He revealed the truth. He de­

fined His Law as it applies to the matter 

of lip-stick and make-up. 
It is NO LONGER A QUESTION I Jesus 

Christ haJ spoken! By His process He 

has defined and settled the matter and 
revealed HIS RULING thm His Head­

quarters Church. It is now a plain 

"THUS SAITH THE LORD." It is bound 
in Hea~'en! 

The only question, now, is u'bether 
each member will OBEY GOD'S LAW, 
tilL!; nuw defIned ;llld re\ eelled tu Hi; 

Church! 

A Surpri~e Scripture 

And so we come directly to a definite 

and positive declaration of Scripture. 
We shall then show how this direct 

teaching reflects the principle of God's 

spiritual LAW. 
The Church is founded upon the 

prophets, as well as the apostles, with 

Jesus Christ the chief corner-Stone (Eph. 
2: 20). One of those foundation proph­

ets is Isaiah. His message is for us today. 

He begins by saying: "HEAR, 0 heav­
ens, and give ear, 0 earth, for THE 

ETERNAL HATH SPOKEN!" (lsa. 1:2), 
He is speaking of our people, even today 
-ISRAEL! An ox knows his owner, but 

Israel does not seem to know or obey 

their GOD! We are a sinful nation-we 
have forsaken the Eterna1. (Verses:) and 

4). God pleads with us: "Come now, 

and let us reason together, saith the 
Eternal; though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be white as snow ... IF ye 

be willing and obedient." Here is the 
prolIlise uf remission of sins thru Christ. 

This refers to NEW Testament Israel­

TODAY! 
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In the 2nd chapter Cod's Word to us 

thru Isaiah comes to the lelJ! clap (verse 

2). These first 4 verses refer to the 
millennium. Then the message returns 

[0 our present time, just prior to the 

coming of Christ. The House of Jacob­
our people-are replenished from the 

cast-pagan beliefs and customs. One of 

these, we shall see later, is facial make­
up' (verse (). Om L,nd also is full of 

silver and gold, neither is there any end 

of our treasu res (v. 7 ) . Yes, we are the 
wealthiest nation that ever existed. Tbi.r 
WetS NOT tme of ancient Israel. 

But our land is also full of lDOLS­

worshipping the things our own hands 
have manufactured and made' (Verse 

8). It is the very present, when the DAY 
OF THE LORD is near (verse 12). God 

is soon going to abolish our idols, our 
pride and vanity, our sins (verses 17-
18). 

It continues into chapter ). 

Children will begin to boss parents 

and rule over them (verse 4). That is 
happening right now! Children are their 

oppressors, and WOMEN "wear the 

pants" (verse 12). They cause us to 
SIN, and lead ,IS in WRONG PATHS. 

Now verse 16: "Moreover the ETER­

NAL saith, because the daughters of Zion 
(U.S. and Britain) are haughty, and 

walk with stretched forth necks and 

/{}(/11tOll e)'e.r , , . therefore the ETERNAL 
will smite with a scab the crown of the 

head of the daughters of Zion, ... " and 

dire punishments for SIN follow, 

Now what are "wanton eyes?" As this 

is translated into the English language 
you don't catch the real meaning in­

spired by God into the original Hehrew 

words at all! 

Actually, when the meaning of the 
inspired Hebrew is examined, there is 

no one word in the English language to 

convey the intended meaning. And 
rather than use a whole sentence or two 

to express the inspired meaning, the 

translators have chosen this one word 

wanton. 

The EngEs') word they did use, 

"wanton," is defined by Webster as un­
chaste, lCIl'd, licentioztJ, immoral, etc. 

This expresses the spirit and character 

back of the act described, but not the 
method by which such lewdness and 

licentiousness is manifested. It seems to 

be about as near as the translators could 
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Here you see a picture of a painted limestone bust of the Egyptian 
Queen Nefertari, the wife of Akhnaton, who was the father-in-law 
of King Tut-Ank-Amon. The paint on this bust, preserved for nearly 
3,000 years, shows the manner in which Egyptian women of note 
adorned themselves with cosmetics-plucked and redrawn eyebrows, 
shadowed eyes and painted lips. While visiting Egypt in 1956, Mr. and 
Mrs. Armstrong obtained the original full-color photograph. 

get in rendering the Hebrew. 
But let's understand the full and com­

plete meaning of the Hebrew word. One 
thing the Commentaries do give us ac­
curately is the technical meaning of 
Hebrew and Greek words. 

Clarke Makes It Clear 

First, notice the rendering of the 

Adam Clarke Commentary. 
"Verse 16. And 1l'<I11tr!1l eyeJ-'And 

falsely setting off their eyes with paint.' 
Hebrew, falsefying their eyes." 

Ah, NOW we begin to see the real 
intended inspired meaning! 

REMEMBER--the custom of using 
pAINT to color and to change the looks 
of the face, to make it appear "prettier," 
originated in harlotry, as I will prove 
later. Ie was always used to seduce and 
lure men into LUST. In Bible times 
women painted their eyes, primarily-at 
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lea~l the CIlIph,lSis was then on the eyes, 

tho they also used some paint, frequent­
ly, on the cheeks and the lips. Some 40 
years ago the emphasis was OIl the 
cheeks, tho some painted the eyes and 
the lips to a lesser degree. Today the em­
phasis is on the lips, tho (() some extent 
women still paint, in lesser degree, the 
cheeks, and many the eyes. 

The principle-the purpose-is the 
same, whether the painting emphasis is 

on the eyes, the cheeks, or the lips. 
WHAT it is, is just the same. WHERE 
it is placed may vary, with varying fads 
of the times. But it is all the same thing, 
so far ;lS rhe principle of SIN is con­
cerned. 

Clarke further explains that this He­
brew word is closely <lssociated with the 
110un "siha" which the rabbis lIsed for 
. Jlibimn, the mineral which was com­
monly lIsed in coloring the eyes rhf' 

Chaldee paraphrase explains it: stibio 
linitis (Kulis, 'with eyes dressed with 

stibium.' This fashion seems to have pre­
vailed very generally among the Eastern 
people in ancient times; and they retain 
the very same to this day." 

Acnwlly, we saw a great deal of this 
on our recent visit to the Middle East. 

From the "Critical and Experimental 
Commentary" : 

"16. and wanton eyes-Hebrew 
(meJ"ba-qttqueroth, from .rhaquar, to de­
ceive.) 'deceiving with their eyes.' .. _ 
Lowth, after the Chaldaic, 'falsely setting 
oft the eyes with paint.' Women's eye­
lids in the East are often colored with 
stibium, or powder of lead." 

These critical explanations make it 
plain that pa1l1t1ng the face has, since 
ancient days, been intended to falsify the 
appearance of the face-to deceive.' 
Women tOday may not like to admit it, 
but there can be no purpose in applying 
lip-stick or any kind of paint except to 

change the appearance of the face­
and that very act means to FALSIFY the 

face-tO DECEIVE those who see them 
as to what their real appearance actually 
is! The very USE of lip-stick or make­
up, even tho a woman denies the mo­
tive in her heart, is to "bange the facial 
appearance-and this, in rurn, is to 

falsify, and to deceive-which is not 
righteous or godly, but sinful. 

Now from Lange's Commentary: 
"The order of thought is as follows: 
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The luxurious pride of women, toO, shall 
be humbled (ver. I <l. 17). On ver. 16 
sqq.-The prophet here resumes the 
rhn ... ad which had been dropped or brok­

en at the close of ver. 12, and recurs to 

rhe undue predominance of female in­
fluence, hllr p:,rricularly to the prevelent 
excess of female luxury, not only as SIN­
Ft 11. in itself but as a chid cause of the 
violence and social disorder previously 
mentioned, and therefore to be PUN­
I~HE[) by disease, widowhood, and 
shameful exposure." 

And so there, properly translated, is 
a PLAIN SCRIPTURE showing that the 
act of painting the face, (whether eyes, 

cheeks, or lips) is falsifying, intended 
to DECEIVE, an expression of VANITY 
which is the very basis of all sin, and 
therefore it bc:comes, with a plain "THUS 
SAITH THE LORD," d SIN! 

This, and the Scriptures that shall im­
meciIately follow, show that this almost 
universal custom, stimulated and kept 
alive in the interest of multi-million 
dollar profits by the big cosmetic manu­
facturers, is condemned by God Al­
mighty as being a SI N! 

How, amI WHY it is a sin-HOW it 
violates the SPIRIT OF THE LAW-will 
be explained bter in this article. 

Where Make-Up Originated 

Do you know where the use of make­
up origillalccP 

Actually the first "painted huzzy" 
was Semiramis, the original mother of 
harlots, human author and foumler of 
the world's religions and of abomina­
t ions of the world. 

Nationally, it came out of ancicnt 
Egypt. Nearly everything evil and sin­
ful came out of Egypt. Egypt is used as 
the very TYPE of sin in the Scriptures. 

When we wen: in Egypt this past 
spring we saw many of the statues and 
idols of ancient Egypt. Two rh ings were 
most prominent in the statues of their 
ancient queens and the goddesses: the 
painting on their faces, which changed 
their natural appearance, and the thin­
"icled gowns which exposed nudity un­
derneath. They had changed themselves 
from a modest and virtuous appearance 
into one of sensuality. 

Changing facial appearance by paint­
ing the face originated in harlotry. It 
\vas used originally only as a dev ice of 
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l!arlOl~ w arcract men in a manner de­
signed to break the 7th Commandment. 

Its modern, popular and almost uni­
versal use today origillated with the 
harlots of Paris. From there it travelled 
to the old red-light districts of San Fran­
cisco, Denver, New Orleans, Chicago, 
New York and other American cities. 
Then it was used by the street-walker 
prostitutes to attract and seduce men. 

My wife remembers an incident that 

occurred when she was a little girl nine 
years old. Her father ran a small town 
general store. In the store she found two 
small packages of face-powder, one white. 
the other red. She began to apply some 
of the colored powder to her face. Her 
mother saw her, and quickly rook the 
powder away from her. 

"No, no! Loma," said her mother. 
"You mustn't ever put that on your face. 
Only the bdd women use that!" 

My mother remembers that she used 
to apply a little powder on her cheeks 
but doesn't seem to remember at what 
time this custom starred. But she does 
distinctly remember that her mother 
never once applied powder, paint, or any 
kind of cosmetic whatsoever to her face. 

She was a very virtuous and religious 
woman, and in her time "only the betd 
women" put paint or powder on their 

bces. My own mother, now past 90 years 
of age, very emphatically declares that 
no lip-Slick ever wuched her lips-a fact 
in which she takes great satisfaction. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica says: "It 
is quite probable llIat Losmetics had their 
origin in the East, but it is necessary to 

rum to Egypt for the earliest records of 
these substances and thcir application." 

In the British Museum we found com­
plete and elaborate "make-up" kits, beau­
tifully carved unguent boxes in alabaster, 
ivory, or carved wood, dated, according 
to inscriptions, back to 3500 B.C. There 
were tiny ivory and wooden sticks and 
eye-lash brushes, combs, mirrors. Also 
materials for dyeing the finger nail.r.' 
Even thdt custom came Ollt of FCYPT1 

According to the Britannica, the prac­
tice of facial subterfuge and deception by 
painting and make-up reached it zenith 
in the time of Cleopatra. The Britannica 
also states that the early inhabitants of 
Britain imported toilet articles from the 

Edst. In the passages from Isaiah cited 
above, chapter 2 and verse 6 says God is 
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forsaking and pUlllshl11g the House of 

Jacob "because they be replenished from 
the East l " Yes, that's where they got 
the make-up idea and materials! 

Paint on the face in America was first 
used by the Indians, as "WARPAINT." We 
regarded il as a heathen, savage custom! 
Yet our women h,lVe taken up the cus­
tom, copying from the harlots of Paris. 
The practice certainly did not originate 
from GOD, bur from harlotry and hea­
thenism. In 1770 the State of Pennsyl­
vania passed a law that a marriage could 
be nullified if the wife had, in courtship, 
deceived and misled her prospective 
husband hy having changed her appear­
ance with make-upl 

It Is BIG Business 

The cosmetic industry has become one 
of America's greatest industries. By the 
post-war year of 1919 it had risen to 

a volume of 82 million dollars. By 192 5 
it had mounted to 5147,000,000. But by 
1955, the cosmetic industry spent in ad­
vertising to tempt the women into buy­
ing cosmetics ONE MILLION more dollars 
than their entire sale~ volume had been 
in 1925. Nm including soap, but JUSt 
face-chdnging cosmetics, the industry 

spent for advertising S 148,67S,000! And 
,lCcording to the March 28 Nell' York 

Ti1lleJ. American women in 1955 spent, 
to change the appearance of their faces 
(including perfumes), S I ,1 92,200,OOO! I 

That's one BILL10~, one hundred ninery­
two MILLION, two hundred thousand 
dollars! 

Perhaps most women do not realize, 
or won't admit, the extent of their 
VAN ITY in waming to make themselves 
prettier than they really are, btlt the 

cosmetic 1lltl1l1fjtlctllren {mel their shrewd 

cldl'Cl"tisillg lIlel! knOll'.' The average 
American business cannot profitably 
spend more than ~/2 of 1 ('( up to a 
maximum of 4r:; of sales volume in ad­
vertising. But apparently the cosmetic 
industry, due to female vanity, is able 
to spend 1211 r;" and make it pay! 
When male GREED cashes in on female 
VANITY, the result is fabulous profits for 
shrewd commercial interests' 

Bible Examples 

Jesus said we must liz'e by every 
Word of God. God's Holy Word teaches 
us with all tllltiJorit)' HOW TO LIVE! We 
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lind lhis lcaching in direct eotntn"nds, 

admonitions, and in recorded living ex­

am pies. 

God S.lYS: "Now all these things h"p­
penl.'d unto them (Old Testament ex­
peril.'ncl.'s) for l.'xal11ples"~()[, as better 
expressed in the Rev ised Standard Ver­

sion: "ar d lI'IImillg. but they were writ­
ten down for 0111' instruction, upon 
,,;hom the end of the age has come." 
(I Cor. 1 (): I I ). 

God gives examples in the Bib'e of 
women who were righteous, meek, hum­

ble and obedient, and He also gives ex­

amples of women who were prostitutes 
~who were seductive and satanic in­

n uences on others. 

And LISTEN! 
III eI'cry ringle (dre lI'bere pdillting 

the face iJ mentiolled ill yom Bible, 
GOD LABELS THE WOMAN A WHORE! 
I~ rh;lt ~h()ckin81 Yes. hllr TRIJF' Painr­

ing the face is never once mentioned 
in connection with a virtuous woman' 
How does God label YOlTI Every wom­
an should ask herself that question. 

Perhaps I have Jeen the oldest historic 

record of purring make-up on the face, 
on our recent visit to ancieN Egypt. God 
uses Egypt as a TYPE of sin, especially 

in the lesson of Israel's deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage. Most of the pagan 
and sinful practices that befoul our west­

ern civilization today came out of Egypt. 
In Egypt we saw many statues and 

paintings of ancient Egyptian women, 
;md of their goddesses. Always their 
faces were painted. 

But perhaps the oldest lI'ritte1l records 
an: found in the Bible. 

First is the case of the Gentile daugh­

ter of a Zidonian King, Jezebcl. King 
Alub of Israel married her. God con­
demned this evil woman to a horrible 

death because of her great WHOREDOMS. 
Jezebel applil.'d the "art" of make-up to 

her face to make herself Jexually attrttc­
ti 11: in order to deceivl.' and seduce men. 

God uses this viI<: woman as a type of 
the great talJe churcb (Rev. 2: 20), who 
also is labeled in your Bible as a whore! 

JUSt as this original Jezebel painted her 
face to seduce men, so docs this great 
collective woman deck herself out se­

ductively, and attempt to cbelnge hel 
tip pe,trcl1ZCe from her actual EVI L look, by 

deceiving the world into believing that 
she "looks" virtuous and pure and holy. 
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-Wide World Photo 

Is this what YOU want to look like? Notice the make-up-the redrawn 
eyebrows-the painted lips and fingernails, WHY does this woman 
wear make-up? You guessed it!-she was taken into custody as a pros­
titute for breach of the vice laws of California! Is this the kind of 
woman you want to portray? 

But notice the high-points of the 
story as it is in the Bible. 

"'In the thirty and eighth year of Asa 
king of Judah began Ahab the son of 
Omri to reign over Israel ... And Alub 

did evil in the sight of the Eternal above 
all that were before him. And it came to 

pass, ifJ if it bad been a light tbing for 
!Jim to walk in the sins of jereboctrll, 
!btlt be took to wife jez::bel the daug:J­
ter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians 
(king of Sidon), and went and served 

Baal and worshipped him." (I Kings 
16:30-31 ). 

Later, Joram, son of Ahab and Jezebel, 
was reigning as king of Israel. With the 
king of Judah he went out against Jehu, 

whom God had appointed to succeed 

Jorarn as king. 

"And it came to pass, when Joram 
saw Jehu, that he said, 'Is it peace, Jehu(' 

And he (Jehu) answered, 'What peace, 

so long as the zl'horeciorlts of tbJ wotber 
jezebel and her witchcrafts arc so 

many?'" (II Ki. 9:22). 
As Joram turned to flee, Jehu slew 

him. 

Is It a "Light Thing?" 

"And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, 
Jezebel heard of it; ,md sbe painted her 
face, and attired her head, and looked 
our at the window." (II Ki. 9: 30). She 

was now making a desperate effort to 

seduce Jehu, lest he kill her. She resorted 
to all her wiles of harlotry, and lewd­

ness. 
WHY do women who profess to be 
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(;Oon women resort to this same trick 
of deception to attract men today? WHY 
have modern women, elJ if it Icere a ligbt 

thillg to lI'alk in tbe Jinl oj Jezebel, 
made this an almost universal custom to­
day' Will Gon's women, "the LIGHT of 
the world,"-the only light remaining 
in this evil world-yield themselves "to 
be LIKE worldly women around them i " 

From the very first historic records, 
jhlilllilig tbe !ac'c has been an integral 

part of HARLOTRY, used to attract and 
seduce men! It was always part of the 
eqllipment of a harlot. That is a simple 
statement of FACT. It cannot be denied. 
The harlots of Paris use it. The whores 
of the old United States "red light" dis­
tricts all used it. The' street-walking 
prostitutes all used it before the profes­
sing "decent" women copied after these 

daughters of Jezebel. 
Some women may say that "we don't 

llse it for seductive purposes or as a 
device of ha~Jorry rod~yl" Of course nor! 
But, in like manner I've heard preachers 
try to Justify the pagan practices of ob­
serving Christmas by arguing, "But we 
don't use it for the purpose tbey did­
tor worslllpping ~aal. We have adopted 
their (/I.ftom for the purpose of worship­
ping CHRIST." 

But God says: "Thou shalt NOT en­
cluire after their gods, saying, 'How did 

these nations serve their gods? even so 
w ill I elu likewise.' Thuu shalt NOT do 

so unto the Eternal thy God: for ellery 

IIbomilltltioll to the Eternal, which He 

hateth, have they clone ulltO their gods; 
... Whatsoever I command you, observe 
to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor 
diminish from it." (Dent. 12:30-32). 

GOD COMMANDS US NOT TO FOLLOW 
THESE ABOMINABLE PRACTICES AND 
CUSTOMS USED IN PAGAN IDOLATRY 
AND HARLOTRY! Facial make-up is one 
of them! A woman may think she looks 
nice in tbe sight of the world with make­
up. Bur how does she look in God'J 

rigbe 

Abomination in God's Sight 

It's true, we have been born in such 
a world, and grown up taking such 
things for granted as much as we take 
any article of normal clothing for grant­
ed, accepting it as a normal custom with 
never so much as a thought that there 
could be anything sinful about it. 

l'be GOOD NEWS 

I grew lip, ancl so clicl most of you, 
taking Sl.JNDAY for granted-and Christ­
Illas, New Years' revelry, Easter, and 

Illany other customs I supposed all good 
CHRISTIANS accepted and followed. I 
couldn't sec, at first, where all these 
churches could be wrong. I grew up ac­
cepting this world as GOD'S world. It 
came as a shock and a bewildering dis­
illusionment to finally realize that so 
MANY of these generally -accepted cus­
toms are EVIL, and plain ABOMINATIONS 
in tbe light of GOD! It was difficult to 

be weaned from them. 
But NOW I can see these things as 

through :1he eyes of GOD. When the true 
knowledge first came, the idea that pork, 
oysters, sea-foods were nutritiously un­
clean seemed ridiculous. We simply have 
to come to the knowledge that "there is 
a way that seemeth RIGHT unto a man, 
bur the end thereof are the ways of 
DEATH." 

In the same manner, it may be diffi­
cult, at first, for many of you women in 
God's true Church to realize that make­
up on the face is actually one of those 
things that is AN ABOMINATION in the 
Sight of God-that ItS use IS a SIN-a 
violation of GOD'S LAW, as I shall pres­
ently show! It may be difficult for one 
who has always taken these worldly 
customs for granted to realize that a 
woman who "looks NICE" to the world 
auually looks like a painted prostitute 
in the sight of GOD! 

The fact is, even we ministers at first 
were hesitant to "go all the way" in re­
jecting this cuscom. In the summer and 
early fall of 1955 we honestly felt that 
Ihere might be certain rimes and OCCa­
sions when the light and moderate use 
of a little make-up might be permissable. 

Do YOU Have False Fears? 

I personally felt, for instance-and the 
other ministers then felt the same way­
that if we were on shipboard where 
passengers are expected to "dress" for 
dinner, thar a woman would attract at­
tention to herself and appear freakish or 
fanatical without make-up. But by the 
time of our tour of the Holy Land and 

Europe this past spring and summer, 
when we boarded the Queen Mary for 
Europe, Mrs. Armstrong had come to 
realize that it was not in any sense 
necessary, but on the contrary would be 
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wrong. She was the first to see this -

but now we ministers know that this IS 
true. Not once did Mrs. Armstrong use 
any lip-stick or make-up. She suffered 

not the slightest embarrasmenr, No one, 
as far as we could see, so much as noticed 
it. She looked no less radiant-~nd she 
looked REAL and GENUINE, and WHOLE­
SOME-and not artificial. 

And actually, when we looked around 
to observe, we were surprised to notice 
that perhaps a third of the women in the 
Queen ,\Je/I') dining room, although in 
evening dress, were not wearing lip­
stick! Our son Garner Ted and his wife 
Shirley joined us in Europe in June. 
Shirley had the same experience on ship­

board. The younger women suffer no 
more embarrassment than their mothers' 

Pasadena is one of the most cul­
tural cities in America. Many wealthy 
families, socially prominent, live here. 
And, surprising though it is, we have 
noticed, at the Pasadena Civic Audito­
rium during a concert, that perhaps one­
third or more of these well-to-do women, 
dressed in expensive clothes and mink 
furs, do not wear make-up! 

Many other women in the Church have 
had the same experience-including min­
isters' wives. Now that they are all weaned 
from It, they have discovered that their 
former fEARS of what people in the 
world would think of them were without 
foundation. Nor one of them, so far as 
I know, would now even think of using 
"jUSt ,I little," "modestly," on certain 
occasions. God's yielded and converted 
women, themselves, have come to see 
that what is SINFUL is never necessary, 
in allY slight amount. 

But if women of the world would 

cause embarrassment, that would not 
condone use of make-up in God's sight! 

Is Sinning Moderately OK? 

if this thing is sin, IT IS SIN-and God 
does nor condone "sinning moderately." 
There are some things which, in modera­
tion, are NOT sin-where it is only the 
exceJJi~'e UJe that becomes sin-such as 
wine. The very PURPOSE of drinking a 
"litTle wine for thy stomach's sake," is 
good, not evil. But, as will be brought 
out later, the l'er) purpose of painting 
alld Lhallging the appearance of the face 
IS EVIL, and a little evil is still EVIL! 

Perhaps God had a purpose in delay-



January, 1')~7 

ing the writing of this article one whole 

year. We had never looked into this sub­

ject of make-up intensively and exhaus­
tively until the summer of 19')'), and it 

t{xlk even God's ministers some little 

time to completely UNlearn the attitude 
toward this universal worldly custom we 
had unconsciously absorbed, But study, 

research, prayer, and experience-being 
l('illillg to be correcred-have yielded 

their fruit. 

And so now it is time and the duty 

of God's ministers to "cry aloud and 
spare not"-to lift liP O1(r ~'oices, and 

show God's people their SINS! As God 

reveals these things, GOD'S CHURCH 
1'.!lTST BE CLEANED UP! Those who know 

that The ETERNAL is God must nOw get 

over on GOD'S side, and do those things 

that are pleasing in His sight, and those 
who are HOSTILE and of this I{'orld may 

continue on the world's side, and do 
those things th,l( ,Ire pleasing ill tbe sjgbt 
of tbe lI'orld, 

This thing of painting the face is now 
Libeled by Jesus Christ as a SIN! It is 

a transgression of GOD'S LAW, as I shall 

presently show. 

When you are ill-or your children 

are sick, and you call for the elders of 

the Church to anoint and ask God to 

heal, REM EM HER that God says: "What 

things soever we ask, we receive of Him 

because we keep H is Commandments 
and do those things that are plea.ring ill 
H is .right! (I John 3: 22 ). This is strong 
talk, but the PLAGli ES God soon is going 

to pour on the rebellious are going to 

be MllCH STRONGER-pOured out leitb­
Ollt lIlixtlire of mercy,' 

Israel's Harlotry 

As the harlot Jezebel was a type of 
the great MOTHER of harlots and ABOMI­

NATIONS of the earth, so both Israel and 

Judah, the CHURCH of the Old Testa­
ment, played the whore, and symboli­

cally "paillted their f<lceJ," 
Listen to THE WORD OF GOD! 
"This word from the Eternal came 

to me: "-quoting from Ezekiel 23, Mof­

fatt translation ... 'Son of man, there were 
two women, , . when they were young, 

they played the harlot in Egypt, where 

men pressed their breasts and handled 
their virgin nipples, Their names were 

Ohola, the elder, and Oholibah, the 

younger. They became my wives and 

The GOOD NEWS 

bore sons and daughters (as for the ir 

names, Oholah is Samaria, Oholibah 

ferusalem) , 
" 'But Ohola played the harlot, though 

she was my wife , , . and befouled her­

self with the idols of every man on 
whom she doted; she never ceased her 

harlotry since in Egypt men lay with 

her as a girl and handled her virgin 
nipples and had intercourse with her 

freely, So I handed her over to her 

lovers, to the Assyrians .. , They ex­
posed her nakedness . ;Jnd rhey slew 

her with the sword; so punishment was 

inflicted on her, till she became a WARN­
ING TO WOMEN. 

"'Her sister Oholibah saw this, but 

she went further in depravity, in her 

lust and harlotry. . I saw thar she was 
befouling herself, , , but she carried her 

harlotry further; she saw men pictured 

upon walls, figures of Chaldeans drawn 
in vermillion , . . and when she saw 

them she doted upon them , .. There­

fore, Oholibah-here is the Lord the 
Eternal's sentence-I will rouse your 

lovers against you , , . I will mass them 

all round you, the Babylonians, all the 

Chaldeans "they shall attack you , , , 
with a host of nations'" (type of the 

punishment yet to come on MODERN 
Israel for the SAME sins and abomina­

tions!) "'." and they shall sentence you; 

I will vent my jealous fury upon you, 
and let them deal with you fiercely. , , , 

"'Since you forgot ME and flung ME 

aside, then suffer for your sensual harlot 
v.rays!' 'Son of man,' said the Eternal, 

'arraign Ohola and Oholibah, and show 

them their detestable impieties. , , , They 
did this to me also; they polluted my 

sanctuary and desecrated 1Ily sabbath, . ' 
And this is how they behaved within my 
temp'e; they actually sent for men who 

came from abroad, sent messengers to 

them! And for thern yolt bathed your­
seH, you PAINTED YOUR EYES, you put 

on your ornaments, you sat on a hand­

some divan, with a table spread in front 
of It ,. and sounds of revelry arose!'" 

(Ezek. 23). 

NOTICE THAT' Here God pictures 
Israel and Judah as harlot women, They 

ha ve sent for men, In order to seduce 

these men, and lead them into adultery, 
they PAINTED THEIR FACES! This has 

always been the main equipment of har­

lots! It is the very instrument of harlotry, 

Pa;;e l~ 

God CONDEMNS the ACT as SIN-and 

shows plainly that this paint was applied 

FOR THE PURPOSE of seduction, 
Now complete this blistering message 

from God to modern women today! 

" This therefore is the Lord the ETER­
NAL'S sentence: Bring a host of folk 

against them, and hand them over to be 

maltreated and robbed' Let them be 
stoned and put to the sword .. , that all 
wornen may TAKE WARNING and aroid 
YOUR .remtttll Ic'ayJ . . . and so learn 
that I am the Lord the ETERNAL" .. 

How about it? Do you want to argue 

that God doesn't mean YOU-or that 

this does NOT apply to using make-up 
today? YOUR body is God's temple to­

day, and if you defile it, God says He will 
destroy YOU! 

IN EVERY CASE where make-up is 

mentioned in the Bible, God labels tbe 
wornan !l'ho ltJeJ it a WHORE! 

Always, its use is an attempt to change 
the appearance of the face! It is an at­

tempt to make the face appear to be (a 
DECEPTION') more beautiful than it is. 

Always in one way or another it is 

VANITY! Today it is also an instinctive 
human-nature pull to conform to the 
ways of thislL'ortel-perhaps without 

realizing that this is in direct disobedi­
ence of God's command: "Be NOT con­

formed to this world, but be ye TRANS­

{,ORMED by the reneleing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect WILL OF GOD'" 
(Rom. 12: 2 ) . 

Whoring Judah 

In the 4th Chapter of Jeremiah, God 
reveals the destruction to be poured our 

on Judah, as a result of her whoredoms, 

God cries out to these unfaithful Jews: 
"0 Jerusalem, wash thine heart from 

wickedness, that thou mayest be saved 

.. ' For my people is foolish, they have 
not known me; they are sottish children, 

and they have none understanding: they 

are wise to do evil, but to do good they 
have no knowledge .... For thus hath the 

Eternal said, The whole land shall be 

desolate. , . and when thou art spoiled, 
what wIlt thOll do( Though thou clothest 

thyself with crimson, though thou deck­

est thee with ornaments of gold, though 
THOU RENTEST (distort) THY FACE 

WITH PAINTING, in vain shalt thou make 

thyself fair; thy lovers will despise thee, 
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they will seek thy life' " (.TeL 4: 14, 22, 

:'7.10 J. 
Here adultress Judah is pictured as 

The ETERNAL'S wife. painting her face 
to seduce lovers into adultery, 

And WHAT WAS THE ADli\,TERY OF 
ISRAEL AND ,lllllAH) 

\Why, precisely the very thing that 

«\Uses women to USe lip-stick and orher 

nuke-up today' Tbe1 lI'llll{(:d to be lik,· 
tbe olber IId';O!!.! dl'O/lili! l!Jem.' God said 

to Israel: "\When " thou shalt say. '[ 

will set a king over me. like dJ (ill ,be 
l!.Ifili/11 tbel! 111'(;' "bOll! 111(' , 

I DeuL 17: 14) , 
Again, "When thou an come into the 

Lllld which the Eternal thy God giveth 

thee, thou shalt nor learn to do after the 

ABOMI NATIONS of those nations" , For 
,Ill that do those things are AN Al~Ol\ll­

NATION unto the EternaL" (Dellt. lH:9, 
12) , 

\\'BY \X10men \'<'ear It 

If other nations around them had not 
practiced these abominations, the Israel­

ites would never have wanted to do 

them, 
LII ... b W l~l:, if the women of [ile world 

around you had never worn lipstick or 

make-up, llOt ,( Jill[!,1e !l'OlJl,tIZ in the 
CblJl'cb lI'ollid el'el' I.itl/e lI'dllled to wetlr 

it.' 
TIlI:-lK THAT OVER: No person can 

dIspute that! 

IF [he women of the world 1Iel'el' wore 

it~IF they frowned on it and considered 
it bad taste, NO WOMAN If',; OR OUT OF 

THE CHl1RCH WOl1LD WEAR IT! 

It is put on the face fur one or both 
of two general reasons: 1 ) to be like tbe 
world around y()lI~to HI' COf',; FORM I'll 

TO THIS WORLD, in direct D1S0HEDll'NCE 
of God's command; or else 2) "to look 

nice," as women express it, which means, 

simply, to CHANGI; the appearance so as 
to make l he face jlll'll ier lhall it ltatllrally 

is~WH'CH IS VANITY' Either is a viola­

tion of God's Law. and A SIN' ACtually, 
[he only reason a wom,lll wishes to COI1-

form to the world is VANITy-jei/ring 

what the world will think. more than 
fearing COD CARING more for tbe 

world and whar it thinks than for COD 

and what looks right IN HIS SIGHT: 
A woman may try to REASON and 

AHGllE around it. but every woman 
knows in her heart this is THE TRUTH, 

Tbe GOOD NEWS 

Every wom>1n who h:lS been CON­

QUERED by the Eternal God~wh() is 
yielded to HIM~who has repented and 

is converted-who HAS ANn IS I Fl) IW 

GOD's HOLY SPlRl1'~wilI admit this, 

and TURN FROM THIS SIN' 

Back, now. to Isaiah :;, 

"Don't Feel Dre5sed Without It" 

"As for my people," S:lyS God, "chil­
dren arc their oppressors, and 1I'01lU!11 

milo' oler them. 0 my p:cople, they which 

ltad thee cause thee to err, and destroy 
THE WAY of thy paths," (Verse 12), 

Women, in other words. "wear the 
pams," \X!omen have became haughty. 
full of VANITY, trying to p'.It themselves 

above men, 

And how' "Because (he daughters of 
Zion are haughty, and walk with 
stretched forth necks (holding their 

heads high as they walk~Moffatt), and 
II {/lIton {;'J'{;'J (falsely setting off their 

eyes with PAINT)" (I5a, 3:12, 16). 

Th~ Adam Cbrke Commentary says, 
further, on this verse: "Her eye-lashes, 

which are long, and, according (() the 

custom of the East, dressed with stibium 
( as w(, oft(;n r;,:"d in ~hc: Holy ScripCllrcs 

of the Hebrew women of old, fer, 4:30: 
Ezr:k, 23:40) . ' , 'But none of these 
bdies,' says Dr. Shaw, Travels, p, 294, 
'take themselves to be completely dressed, 

till they have tinged their hair and edges 
of their eyelids with atkabol, the powder 

of lead ore, . .' Ezekiel chap. 23: 40, uses 

the same word in the form of a verb. 
lmJ]"" eynayik, 'thou didst dress thine 

eyes with alkahor; which the Septuagillt 

render 'thou didst dress thine eyes with 
stibium'; colllpare II Kings 9: 30; 

Jet. 4 30," 

"ThllS Saith the LORD" 

And so critical examination of rhe 

original languages shows that ALL these 

Biblical passages, referring to Jezebel; 

to whoring Israel and Judah as Aholah 

and Aholibah; and to Judah, refer (() the 
same idemiud PAINTING OF THli FALl' 
that is definitely, Jpecijic,tlly, 
w1Ztienmed as a SIN in Isaiah 3: l(1-17, 
Thus, when these Scr iplures are CUll­

sidered together, we have FOlJR Scrip· 

t IIreJ de fini! el)' tIIld poriti I'el) C!llUlemll-

01Z the I,{<,,/ 
This is a plain "THUS SAlTH THE 

LOHD! " 
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And did you noti<::e that thes" pagan 

women of the East, condemntd by God. 
do nor feel completely dressed withoLH 
rlwir t11:lke-llp no) Hnll' 11/(/17:1' of 0111' 

fJll'll lItodem ll'01!u:n h'll'e ,raid the .Ill11le 

It's high time for GOD'S women 

to REPENT, ~lfld with God's help \\'enn 
themselves from that kind of htathen 

feeling! 

Other Scriptures. howtver, do indicate 
God's approval of certain ornamentation 

of dress, or even ear-rings, especially on 

what might be called a myal or reg:l1 
occasion. 

In Ezekiel 16 God symbolizes Israel as 
His bride~His queen. GOD is KING of 
all the lIniverse, The Old Covenant is 

represented as a marriage agreement, Of 
Queen Israel, God says: "{ clothed thee 
also with broidered work, and shod thee 

with sealskin, and I girded thee about 

with fine linen, and I covered thee with 
silk, I decked thee also with ornaments, 

and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and 

a chain on thy neck. I pur a jewel on 
thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, 

and a beauriful crown upon thine head, 

Thus WaSt thou decked with gold and 
\iln:r , ,lJ1J ChOli wast exceedingly 

beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a 

kingdom, And thy renown went forth 
among the heathen for thy beauty: for 

it was perfect through my comliness, 

which I had pur upon thee, saith the 
Lord EternaL" (Ezek, 16: 10-14), 

Of course, this is figurative, not literal, 

and represents qualities of charaerer, not 
physical decoration, But it mentions ap­

provingly JUSt abom everything except 

falsefying the face with paint! NEVEH 
is tllis fadal deception mentioned in con­

nection with a virtuous ,voman in the 

Bible. 

Keep in mind, however, th'H this 
figurative description is that of GoJ's 

QUEEN in royal and stately attire, This 
is not to be C()l1slI'Lred as God's approval 

of over-ornamentation under ordinary 

(trcumsrances, God's teaching is modesty 
-the meek and quiet spirit! 

But when Israel and Judah played the 

harlot and went after other "lovers" they 
are represented, as painting the 

face as a device of harlotry ro seduce 
"lovers" into adulterous relationship, 

Virtuous \'<'omen 

But if God's Word labels chese IXlint-
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",J wom"n of th" worl..! "'s A HOM I N A­

TIONS and WHORES, it also gives us 
descriptions of righteous, humble and 
\'lrrtHllIS WOll1en, 

God's PRINCIPLE is that red bell"t)' 
comes from WITHIN! Remember, GOD 
LOOKS ON THE HEART! Paint on the 
face will N EVER recommend you to God' 

LISTEN' "Likewise, you wives, be sub­
missive to your husbands, , , Let not 
yours be the o"t 1I',ml adorning with 
braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and 
wearing of robes, but let it be the hidden 
person (INWARD ADORNING) of tbe 
bellrt with the imperishable jewel of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which ill God'J 
rigbt (but not in the sight of the world) 

is very precious, So once the holy women 
who hoped in God used to adorn them­
selves and were submissive to their hus­
bands," (I Peter 5: 1, 5 -5 ) , 

Ask yourself: Do you want to "look 
nice" ill tbe rigbt of GOIl, or ill tbe rigbt 
of tbe Il'orld-WHICH! 

Never Paim Over (he Jewel 

Now this Scripture in I Peter ,) is ex­

pressing a PRINCIPLE, rather than specif­
ic details, Actually there art' other Scrip­

tures showing that it is not wrong, under 

propl'r conditions, for a woman to wear 
ornaments modestly Oil bel' c/otber, or 
('ven in her hair, or even to wear ear­

rings, These, however, should be modest, 
never gaudy, or large, to attracr undue 
attention, 

The principle is that the REAL BEAU­
Ty IS IN THE HEART, and .IbilleJ Ollt 
f;{)111 tbe INSIDE! If that is there-if the 

woman is meek, modest, humble, then to 

be dressed becomingly, and even with 

propl'r and modest decoration when the 

occasion warrants it, may be right and 
proper in (~od's sight. This merely puts 
a becoming and modest outward :ll1d 

pleasing setting around the RFAL JEWEL, 
which is a humble spirit and contrite 
heart and virtuous characrer. 

A jeweler does not paint over a diil­
lIIoml, but he does enhance its pure 
sparkle with appropriate setting! 

Bur if it is done to rbo/{' oJ! the person 
in :1 spirit of vanity, then the motive 

of heart is evil, and the very same out­

ward decoration, which might be ap­
pron:d when worn frolll chaste and 

righteous intentions, is put to a SINful 
use, 

Tbe GOOD NEWS 

Modern Slang Shows WHY 

On the other hand, applying paint to 

the face chcmgeJ and fct!sifier the appear­
{'}lee, DECeIVES lhose wilo see il, mu! i,1 

ALW A YS pictured ill cOll1lcctilJJl Il'it b 
HARLOTRY in the Bible.' 

Today women in public pla((:s af(: 
heard excusing themselves thus: "I think 

I'll go into the powder room and im­
prove on Mother Nature." "Mother Na­
ture," of course, in reality is GOD! 

Or, a common expression among girls 
today: "Let's fix our faces!" Or, "Wait 

till I put on my face, and I'll be right 

there!" Yes, they KNOW it means putting 
on a FALSE face' Sometimes women use 
the expression "repair my face." 

These slang expressions in common 
use show where their minds ;Jre-;Jnd 

what is the intent of the heart' 
The very words "make-up" mean "170t 

my real face, but my MADE-UP face," 
To MAKE is to re-CREATE, God says: 

"Who art thou that replieJt tlg"i'llJt 
GOD? Shall the thing formed say to 

Him that formed it, 'WHY has thou 
made me thus!'" (Rom, 9:20), Yet 

that IS what women are replying 
AGAINST GOD when they challge and 
f,,/.rijy their faces! 

Do you know the definition of the 
word "cosmetics?" It is from the Greek 

word "koJ1tlos," which is the Greek word 

representing THIS WORLD and its ways, 
which God condemns! 

Painting the face is condemned and 
Llbeled SIN in the Bible, It is used ONLY 
in v ANlTY Of desire to be like the 

world, or to conform to the world, Of 

to look "prettier" to the world, 
NOWHERE did God tell men or 

women to cover up, or put paint on, 
their faccJ-but He does tell us to put 
clothes on our bodin.' Proper and mod­
cst ornaml;ntation on the clotbillg that 

covers the body is approved in many 
SCflptures, and can be done with humil­
ity of heart and purity of mind, This 

applies alike to men's neckties and 
women's scarves, handkerchiefs, or orna­
mental decorations on dresses, 

GOD'S PRINCIPLE is that we must nor 
put trust in outward appearance, as op­

posed to meekness of a subdued mind 
that is subject to God i1l aerytbing l 

Objections Examined 

After the article appeared over a year 
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"go on lip-stick, three or four letters 

were received from women who did 1Iot 

yet ftllly 1!1zclerrttl1ul, voicing objections 
to the Church ruling, or trying to present 
Scriptures approving lip-stick, 

One woman felt she had found a 
Scripture approving facial make-up, in 
the Song of Solomon, She read chapter 

,:;, verse 6, and jumped to the conclu­
sion that this pictured the Bridegroom 
putting face-powder on his face, 

Now in the first place, what has been 
ruled against by CHRIST thru His Church 
is falrifying the face, in a manner to 

change the appearance as a deception, by 
painting, Of course powder could be 
plastered on sc thick as to change the 

appearance of the face, but unless so 
excessively used that it shows, there has 
been no prohibition of a little powder. 
used to dispel an oily or soapy shine on 
the face, 

But above all, here is an example of 

the very REASON why Christ set up with­

in His Church HIS WAY of making dear 
all disputed questions as to WHAT con­

stitutes SIN. Here is a living example of 

the utter lack of qualification of the in­
dividual Ille!nbe~ to decide such points 

privately. 

I quote from the Lange Commentary: 
"The contents place it beyond doubt 

that ch, 5: 6-11 describes a bridal proces­
sion." It is 110t the "bridegroom" 

Next, the Hebrew word for "pow­

ders"-"powders of the merchant"-is 

"ctball'kau'" which means, according to 

the Hebrew-English lexicon, aromatic 
powder, very fine powder, dust-like and 
1)olatile, It iJ 1lot fclce-poll'dcr at cdl.' It 
is a combustible illcellJe powder. 

It is allegorically referring to the 

Church coming up to the Marriage with 
Christ. Solomon, in this instancc, was the 
type of Christ. Typically it refers also to 

ancient Israel coming up out of the wil­
derness to the Old Testament marriage 
that made Israel a nation, 

The verse reads: "Who is this that 
cometh out of the wilderness like pillars 
of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and 

frankincense, with all powders of thc 
merchanr?" 

The Critical & Experimental Com­
mentary says: "The 'wbo iJ tbiJ/ in 
Hebrew is feminine, and musr refer to 

the Bride riding in the Bridegroom's 
palanquin, Pi/lilrJ of wlOke: from the 
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perfumes burned round His bride. Im:1W' 
from Israel ... marching through the 
desert with the pillar of smoke by day 

and fire by night, and the pillars of 
smoke ascending from the altars of in­

cense and of atonemenr: J() Jesus Christ's 
righteousness, atonement, and ever-livinc; 
. . 
InterCeSSHlI1. 

From the Lange Commentary: "Per­
flllned leitb myrrb d1ld illceme: The 

bride coming to her wedding or more 

particularly her sedan and her DRESS are 

filled with refreshing perfumes (Prov. 
.! 7: 9 ) ," (where ointments and perfumes 

are approved), The "powders of the 

merchant" were the source of the per­
fumes and the smoke. Tbe perflf1lZeJ 
Il'ere on the DRESS, Hot the face! 

Lange explains further that "She came 
perfumed with myrrh ,md frankincense, 

beclLlse myrrh waS one of the principle 

ingredients in her HOLY OINTMENT (Ex. 
.',0.22 ), ami illcense was offered con­

stantly on the golden altar before the 

veil and because frankincense is the 
type of prayer offered by Him as our 

priest and offered to Him ,IS God. And 

she is perfumed with all the powders 

glories of the ancient ritual are spirit­
ualized in the GospeL" 

This lxlwder and perfume, then, is 

connected with the holy ointment, which, 

under severe penalty, the PEOPLE were 
forbidden to have or lise. It was only for 

special sacred and holy occasion and use. 

IN NO MANNER does this Scripture 
:Ipprove falsifying the face with make-up 

or lip-stick! 

Perfume is not condemned in the 
Bible, but good taste decrees that it 

should be used ray sparingly. A person 

saturated with strong perfume simply 
STINKS, and hecolllC's offensive to others. 

The law of love to neighbor demands 

that IF used, it should be rery lightly 

used. Many women cheapen themselves 
by vulgarly violating this rule. 

Next, this woman jumped willingly 
to the erroneous conclusion that she had 

found lip-stick approved in the Song of 

Solomon 4: I. It reads: "Behold, thou art 

fair, my love ... thy lips arc like a thread 
of scarler, and thy speech is comely." But 

if you reid the WHOI.E context, it be­

comes most plain that the speaker is re­
ferring to the NATlTRAI. perfection of 

the "bride"-typical of the Bride of 

The GOOD NEWS 

Christ ,,~ She shall be presented to HIM, 

as shown in Eph. 5:25-27: "Christ also 

loved the Church, and gave Himself for 

it; that He might sanctify and cie"nse it 
(NOT DEFILE IT WITH FACE-PAINTING 

LIKE A HARLOT) ... that He might 
present it to Himself (/ g/oriouf Ch,(rcb, 
IIOt hCll'ing JPO!, or lcrillkle, or any such 

thing; but that it should be holy, c/1111 

ll'it/J(J1I/ blellliJh." 
For example, this bride is spoken of 

in verse 2 thus: "Thy teeth are like a 

Hock of sheep that are even shorn, which 
came up from the washing." It is re­

ferring to natural, and perfectly-formed, 
and ez-en teeth, NOT to artificial or al­
tered teeth. It was custom in the days 

this was written for (he pagan nations 

of the middle-east to file off and sharpen 
their teeth in an effort to beautify them. 

But this Bride is pictured as 1lettural, not 

artificial. 
Her lips were IIttturall), "like a thread 

of scarIet"-lIot paintedl 

IF these Scriptures in Song of Solo­
mon did mean what thiS sister errone­

ously assumed, then it would be in direct 

contradiction with the other Scriptures 
I l:a \,~.:' already given. 

Holding a Job 

Another objection voiced by two or 

three women was expressed in the S,lme 
letter, as follows: 

"I was very much upset by the Church 

rule against make-up, since this puts me 

in rather an embarrassing position. I am 
holding a position ... that places me 

constantly before the public. , . It is as 

necessary that I keep smart in appear­
:1Oce as it is that I think smart." 

Some lI'Ome1l are afraid of IOJing their 

iobJ.' 

Now, dear women of the Church, let's 

just stop and think a moment. Yes, let'J 

THINK SMART! How many MEN do you 
suppose have come to me with precisely 

the SAME OBJECTION about obeying 

God on another point-keeping God's 
SABBATH) Scores have come to me say­

ing they are SURE they will lose their 

jobs. Wouldn't it be all OK with God 

for them to JUSt wink their eyes at the 

Sabbath command, so they wouldn't lose 

their jobs! What do you women think? 

Let me tell you their experience. I al­

ways say to such men: "Do NOT ask your 

boss if he will let you off on Saturdays. 
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Instead gu lU him and tell him that you 

are sorry if you are forced to inconven­

ience his operations, but you will not be 
able to work any more beLweefl Friday 

sunset and Saturday sunset. Tell him you 

would be glad ro work Sundays, when it 
is so difficult to get men to work. nut 

BE FIRM, and JUSt announce that you 

WILL NOT be able to work any more on 
the Sabbath. Tell him it is your religion, 

and that you feel he is a fair and honest 

employer who would not want to inter­
fere with a man's personal religion, or 
persecllte him for it." 

I always recommend such men to prell 

first, asking God to give them favor in 

the eyes of their employers. 

Scores of men have fclt absolutely 

SURE they would lose their jobs. But, in 
actual experience, nine in ten do not 

lose their jobs. They simply FEARED they 

would. And the other tenth find better 

ones! 

Sure, God gives us TESTS of FAITH~ 
Perhaps some of you women are going 
to have some TESTS OF FAITH! How 

about it-can you TRUST God to make 

it possible to OBEY Him) That'J part 

of Ihe u'izdi:i(!IlJ to SALVATION! 

GOD WILL NOT COMPROMISE ONE 

IOTA! 
Rather than compromise with SIN, 

God sent His own SON to pay the full 

penalty for us~ 

Experience Proves It! 

happen to know the experiences of 
a few women who have ceased to use 

make-up on jobs meeting the public. 

One was a dentist's assistant. It was 
necessary that Jbe look smart~ She 

stopped wearing all make-up. The den­

tist did speak to her about it. She ex­
plained to him why she had removed it. 
He didn't know how to answer, so he 

asked his wife what to do. 
"Tell her to keep her make-up at the 

oince, and put it on after arrival morn­

ings, and wash it off before leaving in 
the evening," said the wife. "Her church 
people won't see it on her that way." 

"1 can't do that," said this woman firm­
ly. "GOD would certainly sec the make-

1I p on my face, and since 1 know it is 

wrong, and displeasing to God, 1 shall 
nor wea r it." 

Her employer was silenced by thar. 

He never said any more about it. 
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A nori",r wrote me tlut she ""IS " 

ready-to-wear sal~slady in a leading de­
p~lftm~nr stor~. She, tOO, had to '"I()()k 
.I III (/rt ... She, too, had to me~t the public. 
She wore no lip-stick~used no make-up 

of any kind. Her boss did nor fire her~ 

because her sales continued to be the 
highest in the d~parrment, though all 

the orh~r sal~sladies wore plenty of 
make-u p. 

I say to you women: "Goo .recl YOII.' 

Banish both fear and make-up, and 
TRI'ST Gon'" 

The SPIRIT of the Law 

Now let's understand WHY the Scrip­

tur~s expounded in this arricJ~ brand 

the use of lip-stick or other make-up 

as a SIN. 
S111 is th~ transgression of th~ spiritual 

LA\V. How can that law, summed up in 

the T~n Commandments, cover el'er), 

/,oJ.rihle de! that is sin I Th~ law does 

not say "Thou shalt not smoke." The 

Tcn C()mm~lI1dm~nts do not say "Thou 
shalt not b~ ~\ drunkard." Th~y do not 

say: "It is a SIN for a man to become 

an effeminate." 
DUl YOl:R D!I\\.l'. d\)~~ ,'IY: "Be !lOt 

dec~ived: neith~r. effell1inat~, nor 

. drunkards shall inherit the 
Kingdom of Cod." (l Cor. (",)-10). 

These things do not violate th~ letter. 
but th~ SPIRIT of the Law. 

Pewl speaks of Cod, "who also hath 

mad~ us able minist~rs of the new testa­

ment; !lol of tiJe Iellcr, but of the Jpirit: 
for the letter kilkth, but the SPIRIT 
giveth life." (II Cor.);(). 

\X'hat is the SPIRIT of the Law) What 
is the SPIRIT OF GOD;- It is, firsr of "II, 

ID\T! Love IS the fulfilling of th~ law. 

All th~ law is fulfilled by one word~ 

1.0\'1" 

Lo\'(: is selfLEssness. Love is giVIng, 

~lJld sharing. Love is toward God and 

lleighbor~A WAY from self. That is its 
underlying principk of RIGHTEOliSNESS, 

What, then, is th~ und~rlyil1g PRIN­
UPI.L of SIN) It is the opposite of true 
I()Ye. 

Sin is VA NIT)', Ii rst ()f all. The very 

r()m and c()re of human natur~ is VAN­

ITY~ Vanity is SELFI Vanity expresses it­

s~!f in many ways, and in different ways 

in different p~oplc. 

Vanity ~xpress~s itself in lust, in gre~lL 
in resentment, hatred. 

Tbe GOOD NEWS 

I used to wonder if Solomon really 

was th~ wisest man who ever lived, after 

~dl, when he said: "Vanity of vanities, 
saith rlw Preacher, vaniry nf vanirif's; 

ALL i.r l'tl1zit)'." (Eccl. 1: 2), But when 

I came to understand the nature of 

vanity, and the many ways in which it 
expresses itself, I realized that Solomon 

was right, and those words were in­

spired by GOD 1 

Yes, "ALL Is Vanity" 

Vanity is a sort of unrealized, unde­
fined craving for the ADORATION of 

other people~an adoration that belongs 

to GOD. Vanity springs from an inherent 
feeling of inferiority, perhaps unrealized, 

and asserts itself in a natLIral effort to 

rise above that unpleasant inferior feel­
ing by elevating the Jelf above others, or 
by at least desiring to be "well thought 

of" by others. 
This instinctive reaching out for 

~ldoration violates the first command­

ment, by making the SELf another god 
hef{)re~that is, prior to~higher than~ 

the true Goo. 

People do not, of course, stop to 

analyze this feeling and tendency in 

th~ir natures. Yet VANITY is ill our 

natures. V ANI1Y is one of those things 
th~ Christian must CRUSH~t1lust keep 

SUBDUED. If any man or woman says, 

"I am not vain. I have no vanity," that 
peJ~LJIl jU~l L!uesll"L kilO\\, llilnse\f LJI dll' 

natllre that was born in him. 

It is VANITY that makes people want 
to BELONG~lLJ be ACCEPTED by a clique, 

group, club. It is the basis of "party 

spirit," and of competition. One of the 
fruits of the I'LESI[ (violations of God's 

Law), as translated by Moffatt, is part1 
.rpirit. This is the ingredient in human 
nature ~ the SINFUl. ingredient ~ that 

makes people want to be like the people 

of the world around them~to BE Co~­

FORMED to this world. 

God cOl11mands, "be NOT {(mformeci 

to this world: but be ye trallJformeci by 
the renewing of your mind" to the will 
of GODI (Rom. 12: 2 ) . 

VANITY in the male, if the man has 
ambition, expresses itself often in the 

desire to appear importdlZ! to other men. 
I knew a multimillionaire who alw~lys 

managed to get the best of a bargain~ 
or else he didn't do business. At first 

I thought the dominating motivation of 
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his life was GREED. But I learned that it 

was just plain VANlTyl This man worked 

and schemed to amass millions to im­
firerf nthPrf~ro exhalt him.self "bo\'e 

others~tO put himself in place of Goo. 

Actually he was sick with inferiority. He 

devoted a lifetime to money-making, in­
juring others, in a vain effort to escape 

his inner sense of inferiority~an dfort 

to "kid himself" out of it. Poor man 1 He 

was most unhappy' 

Vanity in women may express itself in 

many ways, but the most common is (he 
innclte deJire to be pretty. One woman 

who probably would deny that her use 

of make-up is an expression of this very 
v AN ITY said th;1t she would rather be 

pretty than to have "brains and intelli­

gence. 

WHY Women U~e Make-Up 

The very principle of SIN-the SPIRIT 
of sin~then, IS VANITY and its mani­

festations are self-desire, haughtiness, 

parry-spirit, wanting to be like the peo­
ple of the world around us. wanting to 

conform to the world and its customs, 

the desire to be admired, the desire to 

attract the opposite sex, the deslf<: LU 

make others jealous, the fear of being 

thought inferior or out of date or a 110n­
Llmformist, and, of course, greed, lust, 

selfishness, envy, jealousy, and the 

thousand-and-one ways in which this 
SELF-llalUle expre:,:,es itself. 

Now lebat is SIN) The expression of 

the innate, natural SELF, in any or several 
of these many ways IS SIN' The viula­
tion of the letter of any of the Ten 

Commandments is merely the expression 
of this natural SELF in one or more of 

these many ways. 

LOVE is the principle of obedience to 
the LAW. These manifold expressions of 

VANITY, or SELF, constitllte the SPIRIT 

of transgression, or SIN. 

Remember, a THING is not sin. Lip­
stick, of itself, is l10t sin. Money is not, 

of itself, e\'il~but the IOle of it (which 

is actually Ll'ST) is a root of all evil' 

The me of lip-stick in expressing vanity 

or conformity to the world IS SIN' 

J\1ost women, when asked WHY they 

use lip-stick, will of course !lot confess: 

"1 use it as an expression of VANITY," or 
"1 use it to express '111 urge !() he lihe 

th~ world." 

( PledJe ({JllliJlI!e Oil pc/ge 23 ) 



Unconverted Church Members? 
Sometimes el'ell God's people Ileed to be AWAKENED to their 

reid spiritual state! Here, ill this reprinted article, is rel'ealed the 

SHOCKING cOllditioll mallY of you are 111. 

PAINFlIL AS it may be, mllch as we 

hate to admit it, God's ministers 

have come ((l realize that there 

arc many individuals physically tl1IlonR 

God's people who are spiritually !lot of 
(;od's church. They are progressing to­

ward a cert;lin destination-the lake of 
(irc.' 

This could casily include YOU I 

Before you were baptized and began 
buildillg a Christian character, you 

should have sat down to cOlfnt tbc COJ! 

-as Jcsus said in Luke 14:25-)). He 
said you werc lU luyc God more than 

ilill rc/dtil'c-even your own Icife-and 

morc than rOlf}" 011'11 life ({1.1O (verse 
~(,). He concluded by saying, "Su like­

wise, whosoever hc be of you that for­

saketh not ({II tbilt hc hatb, he cannot be 
j".I-I) I...L,-;\....~!-'L .. ..: .. (\'l.:J.~}C .).)). 

Have you rCdll,) forsaken ALL that 

you h;lv6' Do YOli really consider that 

your life no longer belongs to YO/I, but 

to God-to do with as Hc wills? 

There is no use "kidding" yourself. 

Some of Y"" new converts-and some 
who havc been ill alll()II,~ God's people 

for .1 Cd}"J dllt! ),C1l1".l still havc a CARNAL 
mind l It's time for ('Vf'n God's people 

to lI'dke 11/). Now let me cxplain. 

Like Corinthian Church 

Alllllng thc strongest and most cor­

recti\"c epistles that the apostle Paul 
W[otc wcre h is two letters to the Corin­

thi;lI1s. He addressed them as the 

"Church of Cod" (I Cor. 1:.2), yet he 

s;lid "therc arc (Olltclltioll.r among you" 

("crsc I I ). Some werc follmving one 

!iii/II instead of CIlHIS"J'. Others were 

following othcr IIICII. 

Bccausc they liked lIIell'J jJl!1"J011i in­

stcad of Christ, bccause they had a spirit 

of ((JIltclllioll O[ dr,l',1ll1lcllt about many 
things, and because they had nor fllll)' 
Sl"lWENDEHED to (;od and the guidance 

of His Spirit, Paul could not write to 

them as he would to fully converted, 

spiritually minded people. Instead, he 
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said, "And I, brethren, could not speak 
untO you as untO Jpiri!1ittl, but as untO 

c<lmal, even as unto babes in CiJri.rt" 
(I Cor. 3: I ) . 

And that is the exact condition of 

some of you who now read what I 
write! 

Many of you still look on things 

from the point of view of a CARNAL 

mind. You have seen much of the truth 

as a correct argument, and you have 

gone along with it and been baptized. 

But when a particular truth is applied 
ro yo" pcrJOllall)" you often reSist It 

and stick to your own way. 

As many have indicated by their dC­

tiOIlJ-wliidl speak louder than words 

-they want to go along with God and 

His church "up to a point." And zebel! 
is 0LjUnc! dldl }JUiUl L1lal tlley ale un­

willing to give up? 

The answer is SELF' That big part of 
.relf they still think is preHy good, after 

all, and that they never learned to hatc, 

to REPENT of, and to BURY in baptism. 
All this may be revcaled WllCll a siru­

at ion arises where the human .relt has 

to be denied in order to obey God. Per­

haps a couple has to split up in order 

to obey God's commandment against 

ddlllter),. Maybe a man has to give up 
his life-long job in order to fully keep 

God's weekly (illd ,l1Imlttl sabbaths. 

It might be that someone in the 
church has been given an honor or po­

sition that ),011 thought .loll-your .felt 

~should have. Or perhaps you think 
God's ministPf has "offended" you in 

some way. 

Suddenly, your "spiritual" attitude 
Cbtl1Zgcr~and we find that yours was 

only a .furfacc conversion-at least JO felr 

-and that you h,1\'e surrendered to 

God only llj) to {{ point. Then you for­

get about God's conditions of totttl .rlll'­

rcndcr, and you began setting forth 

conditions that God and His Church will 

have to meet in order to keep in JOII/" 

good graces. 

You will often begin to IIC(lIJC one uf 

God's ministers and perhaps compare 

him unfavorably with another minister. 

In your mind, and in your words, you 
will try to create Jicicr. You will ha\'C 

the same cam aI, contentious spirit that 

some of the people at Corinth had. You 

may begin to jllCiRc or clCCII.fC others­

often God's minister-and forget the 

fact that G'od iJ JOllr JUDGE, that CiJri.rt 

is the living H cad of God's church, and 

that God's ministers arc responsible to 

Him-not .1 Oil, and that He will t like 
Ctlrc of them.' 

Real Examples 

These attitudes just described are JUSt 

a sample of the kind of camell ways that 

some of YOl'-perhaps without realizing 
It-have taJ1en into. Unless these atti­

tudes are cbClI1gcd-REPENTED of-they 

will lead to deatb in the ltlke of fire. 
And we in God's mll1istry KNOW 

that many of you dear brethren whom 

we lo['c ['cry IIlllch are in such a spirit­
u,ti state tit tbiJ I'cry lIlOtIlC1ll. Our Job 

is to 1l'({1'1i you-to help you CHANGE 
before it's too Idle. 

Following are some examples of the 

ctll"1hil minded attitude some of J Oil 

have. Read these carefully and apply 
them to JO/lnclf-not to lhe ()lher fel­

low. 

As Paul wrote the people in God's 
l'iJiblc church at Corinth: ""Examine 

YOlll'JcllCJ, whether Je be in the faith: 

prove JOIII' OIl'J1 .reher. Know ye not 
your own selves, how that Jesus Christ 

is in you, except ye be reprobates:> '. (II 

Cor. 13: 5. ) 

A very common fault in many brech­

ren, particularly thosc who are older and 

have absorbed more of tbiJ world'.r re­
ligions, is that they tend to keep their 

01l'12 standard of right and wrong-and 

view everything from that standpoint. 
Often they tend to look down upon oth­

ers in the church who don't go by their 

()wn iJIIJllclJ/ moral code. They forget 
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that sin is thl' transgression of (;lIri',- IP­

I cillcd lillI'~n()( IUII""" ideas and imag­

ination. 

WHY! 

Isn't it IxClusl' you han: never fully 

.IIIIT('/uicred your 1{'ill to God. Isn't it 

because you are stubbornly hanging on 

to pan of your old sELF~perhaps the 

rr.:/il!,i()lI.r part, the part you still think is 

prett) l!,O()c/, the part you never c/'Ifcified 
and BlIRII'Il with Christ in baptism) 

( Romans Cl:) -6. ) 
Do you realizl' that one in the atti­

tude I ha\'C described is setting himself 

Lip as the jlll/gc of Jesus Christ and 

condemning the perfcct life that Christ 

bl! 
Anyone in that ;lttitude is rCjcctiJig 

the perfect CXill)) jill' that Jesus set for us. 

Perhaps without realizing it, he is set­

ting himself up as wiser than (;01) AI.­

MIC;HTY. 

Compare with Christ 

Too many people forget that CbriJt 
,;('t thl' only perfect l'xamplc, and that 

we should compare our ideas with Hi.r 
teaching and His example before we 

condemn others. Thl' truth "f the lnar 

ter is that Jesus~jf he W('fe now living 

in the tlesh~would be a great diJdji­
poi}]! JIle}]/ to many so-called "Chris­

tians" today, for He would nor follow 

tbeir ideas at ,dl. 

,Jesus said th;lt illan shOldd I.IVF I)] 
('/ er) 1{'1ml 0/ C;()d (Luke .'i:'I), You'd 

better find your ideas in the clear teach­

ings and examples of the Bible before 
you try to impose them on others. 

Some pc():,1c have grown bitter or 
ha\'e gone off into sin because they 

looked to bill))",} examples. Many times 

I lu\'(:' heard the remark, "Well, if one 

of [he lIIilli.rter.r can do tililt (what the1 
may tbill/.: is wrong), then I can surely 

do Ibil" (what Clld says is SIN). 

H;l\'C you ev('f heard talk like that) 

It matters not whether or nor the min­

iSler might be setting a flerfal example 

in e\'ery case, you arc to ober COD and to 

follow CI,,·i.rt' I example. Compare your­

,elf With Ifill!. 

God's People Carnal? 

CSlllg the real or imagined faults of 

mhers as an eXCLIse for rOllr SIN is a 
practice that will lead to your ((!/ulcJll1IiI­

tioll. It is the attitude of a CARNAL 

mind. 

The GOOD NEWS 

M:lny of YOll are going to wonder if 

people in God'J cbmcb could ever be 
carl7({l. 

The point ro renwmher i, th:lt C;'oc1's 

true church is a Jpiritllal organism, nor 

a visible, fleshly body of people, It is 

composed of the begotten sons of God 

~those who are LED by the Spirit of 

God (Rom. 8: 14) . 
But God's true sons, meeting together 

to carry out the mission of His church, 

have ttllCd)J had among them some who 

were not full} COJZl'ertcd~who were 

CARNAL-minded. And it seems that even 

of those who were really converted, 

some would always fall away, 

As mentioned before, Paul addresses 

First Corinthians to the "church of God" 

at Corinth, Yet he immediately shows 

that some of the pby.rical members of 

the group were CARNAL (I Cor. ): I ). 

Paul could also see the carllal tend­
ency even in some of the elden at 

Ephesus, and he warned: "Also of YOllr 
Ol/'IZ Jell'es shall men arise, speaking per­
verse things, to draw away disciples 

after them" (Acts 20:)0). 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins 

In the parable of the ten virgins (Mat. 

25:1-1)), Jesus showed the FEARFUL 
condition God's people will be in when 

He returns! 

NOtice that ttl! of the virgins (Chris­
tians) started out with oil in their lamps. 

But the 1l'iJe virgins rook extra oil. 

They rook extrd pains to continually re­

ceive more of God's Spirit, symbolized 

by the oil. 

But the unwise virgins didn't grOll' 
spiritually. They were Jel/-.ftttiJfiec! and 

complacenr~perhaps Jpiritllilll) proud, 
They weren't hltngering and thirJtillg 
for righteousness, They thought they 

would "get by all righr." 

When they came to enter into the 

marriage supper, the Lord said: "I KNOW 

YUP NOT. 

They had run out of oil~out of 

God'J Sjiirit.' They hadn't been gr!llcillg 

spiritually. They still had to be regarded 

as CARNAL-minded ~ as "babes in 
CIHlSt' (1 Cor. ): I ) . 

Yes, there have alz/'{/)J been the 

111'0 diltillC! classes of people '/Iitbill the 
l'iJible church of God. Une IS going Into 

the kingdom. The other is nor. 

11'/ here do YOli stand in God's sight~ 
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Carnal Principle 

Each one of you had better "examine" 

yourself in the light of these facts. It 
matters not how long you tiJillk you 

have been cOI1\'erted~tbiJ lIledllJ JOlt.' 

Remember that we are commanded 

to GROW in grace and knowledge (II 

Peter 3: I H). You must continually drink 

in more of God's Spirit to groll'~and to 

become Jpiritllall) minded, 

A .rpiritltt// mind will be willing to 

admit error and cbclnge. It will f!'yO II , 

into neu' tmtb, 

Spiritllctl-minded people /oz'e God's 

law, and "NOTHING shall offend them" 

(Psalms 1I9:1()5). They will not be 

continually getting their "feelings" hurr 

by God's minister or by others, and they 

will not 10[,1' tbis jireJellt Il'orldlJ .fli­

tI'm (James 4:4). 

On the other hand, the ctlmed-minded 

person is easily upset by anything and 

everybody. He is not looking to Christ 

~but to mClI'J pcr.rrJlls, Naturally he 

will find fault, 

He is always quick to "stumble" on 

clll)' real or imagined stumbling-block, 

becausl: instead uf grullirtg~lt(: l"is 
remained a spiritual "babe" with a camet! 

mind. 

He will accuse and find fault espe­

cially with God's work and His min­

isters~and will try to filld hiJ /l'tI.1 

tlrozmd the tall' of God aud tbe goz'ern­

/IIel1t of God in the Church. 

In his preSPllce, :1 converted person 

usually senses that he must be careful 

ro avoid an "argument" or "hurt feel­

ings." The carnal mind is stubborn, un­

yielding, selfish. 

Paul wrote: "The ,,,rna! mind is ellJlti­

tJ against God: for it is not subjE'Cl to 

the law of God, neither indeed can be. So 

then they that are in the flesh (carnal 
J/l;1/iled) C<l111l0/ pleasE' God" (Romans 

H:7-H) . 

And wh,\[ is the fate of such indi­

viduals' 

"For to be ({//'I},di) /IIillC(ec/ is DEATH" 

( Verse (i), 

May God help all of you to honesdy 

"examine yourselves" and repent and 

gro11' where God's word shows you 

))III.\!, 

Make sure you arc redll1 in God's 

Church. 
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Christ Did Put Authority 
and RULE in His Ch-nrch 

(Continlled from p{lge 8) 

(i, the apostles and elders at J erusaJem 
came together to consider the matter. 
Verse 7, there was first much "disput­

ing." This should be translated "discus­
sion.·· The Greek word, used nowhere 

else in the Bible, is "J/fureHJ," defined 

as "II joillt \eekil1[!,." 
Then Peter ruse up. Nutice huw Gon's 

hand is shown: "GOD made choice 

.lInong us" ... "and GOD ... bare them 
witness, giving them (Gentiles) the 
Holy Spirit;" ... "Now therefore, why 

tcmpt yc GOD, to put a yoke upon the 
neck of thc disciples!" Peter pointed 

only to rhe ll'il! of GOIl! 

Then James, pastor of the Headquar­
ters Church, made the decision official 
.md BINIlIN(; on earth, as Peter had made 
plain it was in heaven. He said: "Simeon 

( Peter) hath declared how GOD did 
visit the Gentiles ... and to this agree 
thc words of the prophets (appeal to 

GOD's Word) Wherefore my sen­
tence IS ... " thereupon stating the offi­

cial decision. 

When God's apostle and mll11sters 
come together today to consider a matter 

in question, the procedure is the same, 

First there is the appeal to God to reveal 
HIS will, and guidc us that thc decision 

will be HIS, not ours. Thcn there is the 
discussion. This is an earnest Jeeking for 
t/I! tbe it/ClJ bearing on the question, 

Quite often, in our own minds, we 

feel that the decision is going to be just 
the opposite of what it finally tUlns uut 
to bc, under God's guidance, When we 
came together to learn ,ll1d decide 
whether to continue the policy of es­
tablishing grade and high schools, or 

whether to close up the one then already 
started at Gladewater, during the first 
hour or two of the discussion \1(:~lrly a\l 

of us believed the decision was going 
to be to close up the one school and 
never establish another. But after ad­
journing to pray over it further and sleep 
OVCf it, we came together the next day 
.\l1d it was clearly reve,lled to all that 

God has given H is Church responsibility 
to feed the /lock-and that this includes 
the children. 

In ('Ie,.] instance where Cod's Illinis-

ters 111 this Philadelphia era of the 
Church have come together to make a 

ruling, our minds have been put in com­
plete accord, There is no voting. But if 
there were a secret ballot, it would be 
found that God has led us and made 
us unanimously of one mind, In no sense 
do I, as the senior rankll1g minister, im­
pose any decision of mine on the other 

ministers. In every instance the decision 
h,1S beell as much their definite convic­
tion as mine. 

There has never been a dissenting 
vOice ·never a doubt in any uf our 
minds in regard to the final decision. 

This very fact is proof that it is the 
mimi of Christ, thru the Holy Spirit. It 

is proof that this is GOD'S Church-that 
it is led, not by the wi\l of men, but 
lUlLED and directed hy COD. The final 
ruling is not ollrs-IT IS GOD'S_ 

Therefore the final ruling becomes 

a definite, specific "TIItTS SAITH 'fHF 
LORD." It becomes LAW! On these ques­

tions, such as the use of make-up, where 

the Bible is sufficiently vague and lack­
ing in direct specific teaching that lay 
members disagree, God's Headquarters 

Church DEFINES the Law of God, as it 
covers this case by the very PRINCIPLE 

of the Law-by its SPIRIT, where it had 

not previously been covered by its letter. 
Once so defined, it becomes a definite, 
specific "THlIS SAITH THE LORD" on the 
pOint, 

Jesus Christ plainly said to His minis­
ters in His Headquarters Church: "What­

soever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: ,lnd whatsuever thou 

shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven." However, it must be, and is, 
a ruling that comes aCtually from ChriJt, 
the Head of the Church, CHRIST RULES 
HIS CHURCH! 

It is never a matter of God's ministers 
deCiding what we, as humans, think is 

right, ,md then imposing o1lr beliefs or 
views on the other members. It is a 
matter of GOD, thru Jesus Christ, leading 
thru His Holy Spirit those in the Church 

that are the ELDERS to understand what 
is Goo's LAW on the question. It is 

always the LAW OF GOD, aJ thelt Law 
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btiJ existed frolll the beginning, and as 

that law applies to the specific question, 
that is the ruling, That's WHY it is bound 
in heaven' All that we are led to pro­

nounce and rule in such an event is 
what baJ beel! God's Law on the point 
frolll Creation, 

Is CHRIST Able to Rule? 

The governmem in the Church is the 
government of GOD, thru Christ, the 

living HEAD of the Church. God's min­
isters are yielded, submissive to GOD'S 

will. 

We ministers know that we serve a 
dynamic, living, all-powerful supern,uu­
ral GOD! We fear to disobey, or to fail 

to be submissive. We knOll' well what 
would happen to us if we should ever 
permit self-will to sway us in any deci­
sion. CHRIST is the HEAD of this Church_ 

and it is CHRIST'S responsibility, 1I0t 

),ourJ, to use His supernatural miracle:­
working POWER, if necessary, to see that 

HIS decision is faithfully rendered, 
You don't need to play detective to 

find out whether we ministers are honest, 

impartial, wholly submissive to GOD'S 
,,',' ill and gl; id.lI1ce when we come to­

gether to render a decision. Tbat'J 
CHRIST'S reJpollJibilit)" Do you think 
He: is capable of handling it:' We k1Z(J//' 

He is! Christ lUTLES His Church. He 
RULES llJ.' 

HOW FAR Does Church Rule 

Extend? 

Finally, if there still be any suspicious 
of Christ's ability to rule, or to control 

His ministers thru whom He rules, such 
a one might ask: "Well, where is this 
thing of defining sin, or ruling on such 
questions, going to stop!" 

The answer is that it is the hll1ction 
of God's Headquarters Church to render 
such a definition and ruling only when 

those questions arise which actually be­
gin to tbreatell tll divide (he Church. 
When that happens, God's ministers 

have an obilgation to meet together and 
appeal to our Head, Christ, to Jettle !be 

iSJue according to HIS will, before it can 

~pread into actual open division. 
Brerhren, it is because we did not as 

yet ourselves fully comprehend this 
working of GOD'S GOVERNMENT in His 

Church, and because no such authority 
was exercised in the parent church at 
Eugene, Oregon, that a division came 
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about which did split the Church there. 
Several whom we loved and had served 
in love for years turned bitterly against 
us and left the Church. THAT MUST 
NE\,ER HAPPEN A(;AIN. If some one 

trou bk-maker appears, bent on attract­
ing a following and dividing the Church 
with some wrong doctrine or idea, we 
shall obey God's Word in the exercise 
of His government, and mark thttt per­
J(iII, and, as Paul commanded in 1 Cor. 
5: I), "put away from oursdves that 
wicked person." 

Does God's RliLE in His Church give 
ministers authority to intervene even in 
affairs of the per.rolltll life of metl1bers~ 
The answer is, YES, but of course rtlrei)" 
and only in extreme cases where this is 
necessary. Paul said, "this we command­
ed you, that if any would not work, 
neither should they ear. For we hear 
that there are some which walk among 
you disorderly, working not at all, but 
are busybodies." (II Thes.): 10-1 I ). 

That is a command that the Church is 
(() cOll\mand such to work, and if they 
do not, to take from them all aid given 
by the Church to hdp feed them. 

(jod's ministers arl' required to llse 

wisdom and judgment, and they are 
never going to interfere in private lives 
unk~s lhell' i, ;1 BIHLE reasun. 

\V'he:e Else Will You Go? 

If we ministers arc not God's uwn 

chosen elders in H is true Church, and 
fllldC!' HiJ C(JIltro/ in the administration 
of His government in the Church, then 
hO\\· do we account for the tremendous 
FRI;ITS borne by this work, and the over­
whdming BLFSSINCS lavished on us by 
God) 

One, unhappily no longer in the 
fellowship of Cod's begotten children, 
says: "I agree with all you tC<lCh, except 

in this matter of Church government, 
cmd the: ruling on lip-stick." Well then, 
do you know of some (jther Church 

\\'hich beliC\'es all these TIWTHS, and is 
fulfilling the prophC'cy of Mat. 21; 14 
carrying out the Commission of Christ 
to all the world~preaching the TRl'E 

(()SPFL~\\'hl're the sick arc heing 
miraculously bellied-bearing all these 
nn ITS of the true Church, and which 
also approvcs of painted faces and oper­
cats without any government? 

There WclS a time, during Jesus' earth-

Tbe GOOD NEWS 

Iy ministry, when "many of His disciples 
went back, and walked no more with 
Him." Then Jesus turned to His chosen 
twelve, and said: "Will ye also go 
away(' 

How about J'OIl,j Will you withdraw 
from God's true Church, because God 
does not allow you to decide WHAT to 

obey-because the LAW comes from 
GOD, even applications of it from God 
thm His CHURCH) Or will you answer, 
as did Peter: 

"Lord, to Ichom shelll I{'e go? THOll 
hast the words of eternal life." 

Yes, to whom .. then-or to WHAT 
CHURCH-shall you go~ tV here elJe, to­
day, do you find the words of Eternal 
Life-the TRUE GOSPEL proclaimed in 
POWER around the world-the sick be­
ing healed, lives being changed and 
made like God? 

It does seem to those of us on the 
INSIDE, enjoying the WARMTH of God's 
love, and the joys of His blessings, that 
it must be a mighty dreary, cold, empty, 
and spirimally LUNl:LY life on the 01lt-

Page 2-' 

Jide-with no place to turn~no other 
ministers to call as God comniands when 
you or your children are sick-no place 
but the pagan hostile WORLD to find 
fellowship' 

What is it that cuts men off from 
God? It is REBELLION-and that alone! 
Rebellion against GOD'S authority! How 
may such be reconciled to God-reJtored 
to HIS fellowship and that of HIS 
CHURCH~ By REPENTANCE, and FAITH 
in CHRIST as S:lViour-by praying as 
David did in the 51st Psalm-asking 
God very humbly to have mercy and 
forgive-to renew (/ right rpirit within 
-to restore the Holy Spirit, and the 
JOY of God's salvation, Then shall such 
a one be restored into the fellowship of 
Christ-and of His CHIIRCH' 

May God help everyone of us to 

UNDERSTAND, and to HUMBLE ourselves 

before God-to remove all wanting our 
own way-all VANITY and contrary 
spirit!-and fill us with HIS LOVE, that 

we may enjoy permanently that RARE 
blessing of dwelling together in 11NITY' 

WHAT the Church Ruled 
on Make-up and WHY? 

(Co1ltinlled fro7lt page J 9 ) 

No, must women will say: "1 wear it 
to look nice"-or "to avoid offense." 
They SAY it in words that sound harm­
less. But GOD KNOWS YOIIR HEARTS 
better than you do-and HE knows that 
the heart of women, as well as men, is 
"DECEITFUL abol'e ell! tbingl, and des­
perately wicked." And He asks: "Who 
can know it)" <Jer. 17: ') ). Yes, the 
inner intents of the heart often deceil'e 
ItS owner. 

To WHOM does this woman wish to 

"Juuk llice!"-[u GOD~ No, for (0 GOll 

.fbe lookr like Ii painted, artificial PROS­
TITUTE! 

To WHOM do you wish llJ "Iuuk llice"" 
"Well," the average woman might 

reply, "to other people." 
Yes, but to ({'helt other people! To the 

people of GOl)----the Church brethren i 

No, because they are obedient to God­
they have stopped using it they have 
the mind of ChriJt and see YOll as HE 
does' 

You see, when we pin it down, the 
woman who wears it "to look nice" is 
trying to look nice to THE WORLD' She 
is trying to conform to tbi.f I{'oriel-to be 
LIKE the world-and G'od brmu{r tbiJ elr 
cI sIN!-Romans 12:2. 

Women do NOT have to be like the 
world in ways that transgress the spirit 
of God's Law' They do NOT have to 

wear lip-stick or other make-up, any 
1110re than men have to break (he Sab­

bath! 
Worldiness is conforming to the world 

in ways that transgress the letter or the 
spirit of God's Law. Wearing make-up 
is wl)r1dlilless~alld THE BIBLE brands 
worldliness as SIN' 

Yes, it is either VANITY, or it IS con­
forming to the world' It is S[N~ 

And God's people must put away 
their sins, 

CHRIST had to shed His precious 

BLOOD-give His wonderful, perfect 
L1FE-beC,lIlJe me/Ill of YOII lI'Ollien btll'C 
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beell gllilt) of Wllwzitfillg fbiJ SIN' 
That's the price HE paid to CLEANSE 

you of this habit' 

Your Decision 

There is so much more that could be 
said on this subject that I could go on 
,md on and fill 100 pages' l3ut I think 
fbil ;.1 clio/1gb.' Every woman who wants 
that deceitfulness and wickedness re­
moved from her he\ft is going to remove 

that physical colored din from her face, 
once and for ali' 
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The GOOD NEWS 

Those yiFlded rn rhe CHRIST who paid 

such a PRICE for this very cleansing 
will need no more. Those not so yielded 

would not repent and let the precious 
blood of Christ cleanse them, and their 

faces, though I write ten thousand pages! 

God lays down the LAW. God tells us 
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WHAT is sin, and He tells us that this 

vain use of facial m,lke-up if SINI 

But God leaves it to YOl.T to decide 
lI'he/her rn obey' You are a free moral 

agent. That decision is now YOUR RE­
SPONSIBI LIT),' What are .1 Oil going (() 
do with it( 

COMING AGAIN-
the regular issue of The GOOD NEWS 

rolls off the press! 

W E HAVE JUSt closed one of the 
most fruitful years in the his­

tory of this work, We have clear 

historical records of the condition of 
God's work, through human instruments, 

going back as far as 400 years. There 

bilr neler been, in all that time, a period 
of such blessll1g, 

Brethren, God's work is growing like 

the proverbial grain of mustard seed! 

up seven new churches in the United 

States and one in England. This is a 
time of rejoicing! 

In addition to the new churches, we 

now have the largest srudent body at 
Ambassador College that we have ever 

had-lOS students. We have acquired 

additional properties sufficient to take 
care of the much needed expansion for 
years to come, Each year we have an in­

crease of qualified men and women 
graduating and being u~ed in this great 
work of God's Church. Elders are being 

ordained, ministers are being ordained, 
and evang'~listic Glmpaigns afe going 

forth with the true message of the King­

dom of God to the major cities of 
Amcrica and England, 

God has called and has had baptized 

into His Church an increase of new 
membcrs this past year of over 15 (; . 
All of these new members will now be 

receiving the GOOD NEWS magazine. 
We had hoped that our supply of 

back issues of The GOOD NEWS maga­
zine would be sufficient til send each 
new men1ber at least " r,_,w copies. But 

our supply has been eXh,IUS[C(l, and we 
were not able (() se.1d b,H.J, copie, to 

more than two-thirds of the new mem­
bers, 

In our efforts to get the PLAIN TRlTH 

magazine out each month this past year 
(incidentally, this was our first year to 

publish The PLAIN TRUTH magazine 

for every month without a combined 
Issue since this gospel publishing work 

began), and with the increased drain 

on Mr. Armstrong's time we have lim­
itc.J ~h·..: F:.d:'!;c.:.t!~)n of 'rhe GOOD NE\\'S . 

Now' Once again we are coming 

into position where we can publish a 
regular issue of The GOOD NEWS, This IS 

the first of an anticipated long series 

of regular publications of this magazine 
for the members of His Church. 

For those of you who have missed 

Out on the supply of back issues, take 
lumforr in the know ledge that .lOll zcit! 
receive this magazine from this time 

forward. Nor have you lost out on the 
back issues elllirdy. All of the most 
vital and the most imporrant articles, 

that have been published in The C;OOD 
NEWS, II ill be' 1L'lIritteJI tOIJUIl ill lhe",: 
new Issues. 

Remember your part in God's Work 
consists of constant prayer and suppOrt 
in tithes and offerings. Remember to 

pray that God will make it possible for 
The GOOD N ['ws magazine to come off 

the press regularly. This is the only way 

many of you brethren have access to 

the knowledge of what God is revealing 

for His Church in these last days. 

They need your prayers. We need 
your prayers-Cod's Church is a Church 

dependent wholly on His-Goll's­
answers to our prayers. 


