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Gireetings again {ellows:

We have just completed a fine Festrval of
Unleavenad Bread. Heparts we are hesring from
gcross the comntry are that thiz Passover scason
hux been wplifting, meaninpful, and encowraging
— perhapz a litthe mare than wasual T hael the
nrivilege of haing in Pasadena far the Pazsover and
the arven deys of Unleavened Tiread. Would you
hebievs: the tast time my wifi Doris and T obsoersid
tne Passover in Tasadena was 19537 1 have hoard
many, many comments of how eplifting thie Iloly
Doy season has been to the members here at
Hoadquartars.

B the time you receive this Bullelen we will
have conducted another eenferenee - this Lime i
Mashville, Trenn, This will be the 6th such confer-
enec. We are looling forward Lo secing all of you 1n
ehe remaining oreas os soon es possible, Hoepetally,
we will have concluled Ghis present series of con-
ferences by the first of June, This will mean a very
busy May.

One ol Lie tremendous benelite of thwse conder-
enger ag een the buildding of furthier uaity 1 Lhe
nfnistry and tha Church. We are hailding battier
bridges of understanding between you and those of
us at Headgquarters. [ fee] we are building 4 deeper
awareness and appreciation for each other’s aer-
vice, responsibilities, prohlems, and nesrls

In the conferences I have said quite a bin about
supporting each other, backing each other up,
ahout being loval to each other sa fallnw ministars
snd ool trying to make ourselves look good by
tearing down what a fellow minister has done
hefore us or perhiaps what a member has done.
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Everywhers | po 1 hear ministers tell me there has
been too much of that kind of thiug. Franily, I
feel this attitude wil] ultimately raflact onfy on the
one who does the negative tatking,

Lot us always remember Lhat fove covers for
others even if they may have done some things
differenily than you would heve -— or perhaps
bBeen uites wrong M &ome srasd

By Lhe way, Mr. Herberl. Armytrong drummed
thiz privciple of loyalty lo sach other imle our
keads in conference after conference hack in the
el b late S0s. Also, il is 8o very obvious e sy
who have had any close contact with him that he
huas atwaye been very loval to uy younger ministers
and very defensive of us in the proper way — not
belisving the fake report withont proper fustifica-
tion. Many o time My Avwstrang has Yheaped
coals of fire onomy bead” by hus holding my hands
up, his support, and encouraging cominents to me,

Please don't. taks this as heavy carrection but
rather rs inatruction. HaopefuTly vaw crn plean s
few good principles rom . Where the shoe His,
THease wear it. Fellnwe, we need tc be a dedicated,
close-knit tearm. We should Le not only loval to
exrh other in the mingsiry, but we sz minicters
ahould be “jenlans” of the flocke in our charge. Let.
s always be careful to not bisten Lo felse scousa-
tions of brother againat brother — not be haaty to
helicvr had reporis and el tidings, Where mdasad
there is need to handle & prohlem and the “report™
hos been eatablished “in the mouth of 2 ar 5 wit-
nesses,” then, of course, we must deal with the
problem,

NOTICE

The date for the second DMassover iz
Thuraday avening, April 24, after sunset,

v Ay
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We might compare this to g family situation,
Nene of us would want to believe an evil report
froan anyohe against one af our chiidren, or you
would not want to believe a had report from one
child agatnst anothey. Certainly where it appears
werious anough to consider, we would want to go to
the child and discuss the matter privately and
directly to determine the substance of the watter
Even then where we determined there had been
misconduct or wrong attitudes, we would scttle
the matter privately and Ly to keep gossip and
destruclive repurts from spreading. Inm alher
words, our lovae would want to cover the “sin,” the
error, etg, and not spraad it

This is the respect we should show f0 those God
has placed in our charge This is the love we nued
to express toward our fellow workera and minis-
ters. This is the attitude that s well pleasing to

God.

Miristerial Confarance

Thanks te all of you who have responded 1o my
Bulletin column concerning the annual Minis-
tevial Conference. By the way, many have not
replied witly any (haughls ane way or the other, so
[ can only assume you have no strong opinions
about the matter.

The wverwhelming wwjority  of conooenis
vaeeived indieated a basie agrasmaent with tha
statemants we made. Everyone expreased appre-
riation fur the prevings conferoees in Pasadena —
erpecially che May conference last yveur — hurt also
falt it inadvizable tn attempt to justify and nrga-
nize such conferrmces annualiy.

Some eaprossod valid reasons for coming to
Headguarters onaee o voir — reasens wiich 1 basi-
cally agree with and to some degree expressed in
wy previous article. [ know therc are benefits and
worthwhile ressens for 8 major minislerial wonler-
ence 1n Pasadena and this is why we will continue
to have them en an every obher year basis for the
present, dl least, Needs aod circumstanves (oay
vary this of couwrss.

An oticial decision has now been masie con-
cerning a Counferenve tis gud-year, There will be
no i jpr mmiekerial conference in Pasadena an*il
ab ieast nest Janugary, Most of you have sxpressed
a prelerence for January ovver May tJune. If any
still wigh to comment ahout this please do so,

Trainees

e are now in the process of finalising cur an.-
power assignments and transfers for this sumnier.
In order to dao this most effectively we need certain
information from vou as soon 35 possible,
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Many of you who have a tramec warking with
yanit have now had hiv For appreaching one year,
in some cases treinees have been ourt for 3 or more
yvenrs. What e need now is for you to npdate us
with your current evaluation of his development.,
ubil:ties and his potential.

Pleuse tuke (he Lime Lo carefully Lhink thrvagh
vaur evaluations, Remember, vou are larsely bewdr-
ing the responsihility of 4 man's futare
ivadvernenl in uhe Work, Hopebully, sven thoge
who do pob po on into the munsiery wdl contonoue
to be involved in the Church as good stable
strong, service-mriented members. In inaking ouar
evalualions we need God's spirl, iz nind and
spiritual discernment, so please prav seriously
aberat this.

It has becn reported that in industey back §0-50
vears agd, mast supervisors took the matter of
determining employves potential nfoitively.
Exployess were given day-to-day woyk assign.
menta but no larger, far-reaching obijcctives. Then
when evaluation time came the supervisors would
hand out off-the-cuft opinions of a suhoardinare's
worth. “Yes, he was doing & iob,” or “no, his per-
formance didn't merit a raise, or promotion ot

{Continted on page 183
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TITHING
PRINCIPLES OF ADMINISTRATION

Preliminary Report to Minisiry
March 31, 1975

J Sinee this is a prociminary paper, Ao announce-
meantas or comments shout any administrative
aspert shonld he made. This paper is for yuur
privefe use aad should rnk e disteilnsted 1o wny
others 11 your area,

Intraduction

A requested by Mossr, Herbort W, Armstrong
and Uarner Ted Armstrong, the Doctrinal (om
willee hus conduvled o series of mestiogs on the
adicinisiraiion of tithing. Thie serios followed pub
heation of the "»ludy Paper on ‘Lsthing” (n (lo-
ber 1974), whicl reaffioimea] (he bagie Heology of
tithing as 2 fundarmental law of God and a binding
doctrine and teaching of the Worldwide Church of
God.

Input fer the subsequent study was reguested
on nll remifications of pregent-day applications
and administrations of the tithing law, espemially
in relatianship to the manifold complexities of
Z0th-century economics. Major input was received
— and utilized — from all areas of the world (ep
Australiay, in sddition to the infarnation gatherad
nt the May 1974 Ministerial Conference.

Cverall Financial Concept

Mr. Herhert Armstrong has long emphasized
that one of the primary reasons why individuals
wre v llod Lwday cather than in the fature i3 ta dn
the Wark of Gui, Consequentldy, it s Incumbent
upon overyone in God's Church to de his or hoer
ulmos! o supporl the Work @n every way posuible,
encluding finaniatly.

Thiz has boon, and i, well appreciated by God's
people, whw Lave coutiouously, fwilhlully, pener-
wuely and clieerfully piven of Lhieir resvurces s
that the Wark of God eonkd be done,

As My, 'Led Armstrong has said, "Gaving s cotn-
wanded” by God, I is essential thal every perzon
to whom God has given His Spirit do everythang in
his power to enahle God's message 1o reach and
help others, just as others have made it passible
for CGod's wiessape 1o reach and help him, God's
Work 15 a gruing Work — a Work of lope — a work
desperately needed to bring bope and salvation n
a worid devoid of the former and ignorant of the
intier.

I muar. ke in thir context — of God's peopls
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hawing becn called to do the most important work
nn eatth — that there giridalines regarding the
ardminigtration of tithing sre presented,

Background and Basic Situation

For ycurs the Church has given the basie guide-
lines: tithe on the adjusted gross income (though
sometiimnes the term “gross income”™ was mistal-
suly wsed), That & ihe Dusinessman woukd Lake
olf his leditimate buasiness enpenses Arst before
determining the tithe -- while the wage-earner
who had oo such expenses woald tille un Uie
adjusted gross figure which did nuot deduct busi-
ness cxpenses. In all areas of the world, all would
always tithe on their incones defore lare, aud
anvihing else, in any situstion, was judged srrant.

Since this basic guideline was given back in the
late 1840s, trercendows chiavges have acourred
throughout the workl, especially in the zrua of
governmental bax striectures. As g result, we have
faced the immediate {and understandable] ten-
deney 1o have the Chureh issue new guidelines
taking inte consideration thce many waried
nabional tax gtractures. However, we acon came to
reroghize that this approach is suhject to picfalls,
not the lenst of which & hopelessly embroiling
curselves even forther in the myriad complesities
of mar's tortuaus fax Aystama.

Thers is alen the nerd 1o clarify the principles
on which expenditurc: may be legitimately
deducted by the wage-esrner amid hosinessman
alike, such as costr of uniforms, tools, wWnioh dues,
etr, required for the job: deprecietion, capital
gains, wiicrest on business loans, aie. for Lhe busi-
nessiian; as well as incnme taxes, whether eol-
leeled on the national or loenl lovel, for both the
wage-earnel and bhe businessian,

Sbhould the Clrucdh nvolve itsell in answering
the rmultitudinous spacific questions which must
inevitably come up?

Decision on Tithing Adininisiratiun

The Church policy on tithing administrafion is
that the individual muest make his own decisrons
in.all these matters, before hifs God, on the basis of
generel principles ser jorth by the Bible and
administered by the Church, rather than hauve the
Church detall specifics.

The Worldwide Church of God reconfirms and
re-cmphasizes ils adherence to the basic prineiple
nf tithing ap established and exemplified i God's
Wrrd And in this context, each individusl, as led
by God's Bpirit and as rantivared by & deep desire
w serve God and suppart His Worle, must con-
seientiously dotermine in his own personal aitu.
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atien his trus “increass” upon which to calculate
his tithe. .

Should a carpenter deduct his tools? A facfory
worker his uniform? A commuter his travel
expenses? Should an Australian businessman or
office employes deduct his taxes? What sbout
their American counterparts?

The Chuwch’s policy puls (he full weight of
responsibility in answering such questions wheve it
rightfully belengs — on the individual - and at
the same tune aclueves worldwide consislency ul
approach for the Church, and maintaing God's aw
a3 it relates to tithing.

It i the duty of each begotten Son of Jod to
find biblical examples and determine more pracise
guidelines which, with prayer and deep personal
raflection, reveal (God's mind in the matter of their
own personal incomes. [n practical fact, our bretii-
ren should be giving offerings suthoiently aoove
and bayvind so that the strict diffeventiation of
where the tithe ends and the offering begins
hecomes virtually meaningless.

Actually, it haz always been the practice of
those who wished to insure they were giving gener.
ouialy to God te glve sufficiently heyond the 10
percent fipnire so as to automatically avoid any
possible srror through honest misunderstandings
which may have caused them tn give iess than an
actuai tithe.

Before or After Taxes? —
The General Principle

Tt iz mik the tithe that has heeome a hurden, hut
skyracketing tax rates. The “tithe” iz always a
tenth, ond never a burden. But taxation rates vary
widely gl are subjocted to consrant adjustments.
Here are same hackgreund faets that will enabla
the ministry to clarify fho goneral principle of
relating one's increwse Lo the many divergent. tox
Strustures xrant.

& fundamental fact gonerally overlonled is that
inaneient sracl vach individual fhiead of aouscheid
was responsible for making his vwn decisions,
befare hia God, a3 to whots constituted “inercoso.”
Nenphere tn all the Bidle are specific detarfs or
reguiations giver, Gods luw provided [or each
head of household an urea o land on which he did
nut nave to pay property tas — much less rent or
pureliase  price (Nwolers 32.1-3, 3342, 2711,
Juehua 15:19, especially 13:14). This was the acme
of [inancal securily,

Furtlieruivre, wlien God gave instructions about
tithing cattle, He did not require the first animal
that came down the chute — even though He
could have. Ile asked fer the lenth, If wo tenth
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animal came tluough, or pussed ooder Lw cod,
G didn’t take anything. Ha stmiply did not ¢laim
the first tenth, only a teach (Leviticus 27:44-33).
The conclusion is that the [sraslites dwd Lithe o
the bulk of their imcome, but they did not tithe un
a strict absolute gross income. God allowad offor-
ings to rake care of that. We would he best advised
to follow the same pracrices today, and rol genes-
ate a whole legal vode governing the interpretation
of “increage.”

Twa evamples from the Thbie will help us
understind our individual relationship o man’s
taX structures. Ten percent was set aside in Egypt
by Jozenh for human secular government and
anather ten percent for the religious function of
the nalion (Genesis 47:23-26 and Josephus' Ane-
nutties). In Terast, under Zaul, “en percent was
exacted of the people for human gotvernunent in
addition to the tithing svstom God had instituted
when He set up the nation a= Iis awn. Many other
burdens were impoged by Zsul hesides the tan
percent tax {1 Samuel §::0-18;. In neither of theae
ingtances o we have any biblical judgment
indiratmg the the tha belengs 1o God shonlid be
fgurcd in any new o different maner,

The impeation of faxes o Saul’s eign has an
imprortant hearing on the queacion of tithing
hefore or after taxes today. Did Samue! make a
ruling that Sauls tex was now deductible from
nne’s mcrease prior to determining Grod’s tithe? Mo
such ruling is anywhere recivded 1o Seriptore, The
Church voday hos no precedent fov deciding thot
all taxes withheld from salories are deductible
prier 1o [guring the tiche. On the sther hand, the
governments of thiz world arc not limiting them
selves to a ten perceni tax structure. Many are
villectiop 25 pereenl, 30 pervenl, 40 percenl, or
more e neome Laxes — aml Lhal withoul soy
consideraton, i mosk cages, of donations to char-
Lable organizalions,

Muosat nations de not recognize as tax deductible
tithes and offerings fo religious nstitubions ov
donatiens te any nonprofiit inscitution. In effect,
tlaz suggests chat governments cxercise the right
te a pricr claim -~ even hefore that of fiod’'s — to
me's sarned ucolne,

Let us look for o momen® at the great chunges
that have taken nlace in the last 40 vears in the
tax structure. In 1934 when this Wark began, the
per capita Imcome in the US. averaged §424.00.
The per capita federal tax was 321,13 — only 4.95
percent of income. But by 1971 {the latest avail-
alsle data) per capita incorae was $4,156 — the per
capita federal taxy was F927.02, ar 22,3 percent,
Today, direct U5, foderal tax ia cothimated over 256

.
Y-
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pereent,. Slate and lecal income lazes would
increase thre porticn to & direct total tax of approx-
imately vne ihord of ithe wverspge U8, citizen’s
incoms.

o Britain, Scandinavia, Austrelia, aid other
countnes, the tax load s ewven gresisr, o fact,
vears ago the Church found thei in Brtsin and
Seandinavia a special tithe ruling had to be made
i particular instances because certzin individuals
were payving 80 percennl o 3 perceni of their
incoms in taxes. For individuals in this category to
pay tithes raquires over LN percent of ncene, a
logical absurdity that demanded a Church ruling.
The Church does have the power to bind and locse
and hes exercized that authority i individval
cases where the present tax rats has bacome prohi-
hitive.

A precedent that has elso been weighed in the
present decision involves splitting tithable income
fo preserve 8 marmiage with an unconverted mate.
Tn a situntion where 4 converied husbanl has sn
adnmantly antapenistic mate opposed Eo tithing,
the Church has allowed the man to consider his
wifes entitled Lo hall the ineome This means uhat
the man pays tithes and offerings only on one hall
ol his actual income (“Tithes and Oeruigs,”
Mareh 14, 1974, p. €). In such cases tlw dacision is
that, in & sense, God Lholds the uoconverted mate
responsible for tithing on 50 percent of the incoms,
Further, the Church has judged that a wife whose
sntagonistic mate prevents her tithing is fiee of
Lhe vhligation aud he 8 Lield responsible by God
for her entire income.

The implication of thes: judemenis has been
carefully weighed, And 1t 1= proper for the individ-
usnl whose tax hurdens ure gignificani Lo seel reliel
from that tax burder by modifying his increase or
tithable baze. But the individual, ot the Chureh,
musl make the decwion. Whether in a peneral
gituation or on aby apecific queetion, the individ-
wal himself i responsibie before hiz God, 'This is
crurial

It ir the Church’s and the ministry’™s responsi-
hitity 1o teach the general principle and to provide
biblieal examples as puidelines. With every nation
having its own tax laws, and constantly changing
its lawa at that, thers is no possible way for Lhe
Chureh to make b definitive and equitable desision
appheahle to everyone in the matter of tithing
before or after texes. The sume principle bolds
true for any other potential deduction osed to
determine une’s real Increage, 1L should be a very
personal, private maliler Istween the indradual
end his God As private a matter as prayer or
feeting. Any privale and individual questions of
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conscience ahould be mere than resolved through
piving genermia afferings. God is calling us {0 be
eo-workers in His Work woday and preparing ue to
be His Sons in His Family tomorrew, Our financial
responsibilities to Hun are s siguificant aspect of
uor stewardship.

Third Tithe /Emorgancy Fund

How are we o apply Deuleronomy 14:28-23 and
26:12-15 — now that state, federal snd provincial
guvernmells heve, through taxation, assurerd
mivch wll the respousibcbly for the care of the poor
and destiiute?

A hasic Judgment pertaining to the third ar poor
tithe was rendered by Garner Ted Armstrong in
the May 1574 Conference. Christians, of necessity,
must care for those in need This clarification of
responsibility recognized the poar tithe iz for fhe
poor and destitute, noe from thert. This was, in
fart, s reatatement of the oviginel Church policy
which had basically left up to the individusl per-
aon to implement the poar tithe ur to meke his
peracnal necds known.

A new fartor has enterl the picture because of
the rapid inerease in welfare programs. Esch year,
depending on the country one lves in, s high as
25 percent nf income is taken by the guvertmient
toc supporl welfare proprams. This sum is far above
what would have been expected if socia) welfare
were left to the individual te administer,

Ax Chnstinns, we have an obligation e care for
those in need amuny us why cennot. receive gov-
ernment welfare — or who cannot exbeist on wel-
Fare alotic, Wo muest all, as ouch a5 possible, go
aluve amsl beyord s taking care of the needy and
handicapped. En fact, the law teaches we mudl do
more than 1ast pay the poor tithe (Deuteronomy
15:7-11]1. I Timothy 5:16 conveys the intent. of the
lzw even further hy placing responaibility en fam-
ily members to care for neady widows a0 the
Church won't be burdened with this duty any
more than necesssary.

God'a Church todsy has an ongoing need w
provide for the widow, the fatherlass, and all thaze
unable to support themselves. As ministers we owe
it o the hrathren, o their spiviteal good, io
encourage them to eontinne providing for the wel-
fare of the necdy pmong us. We should avoid stot-
ing that a full ten pereent every thind year is a
complete fulfllment ef the law, but rather stress
that the need 18 ever-present and involves a ttoc
Christian’s effort and concern, 68 well as finanecial
pacrifice,

Certainly the Bible does state the basic pnnciple
of 4 len percent poor Lilhe every Ulind year.
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iWhether it should be Lthe third and sixth year in
wyory seven-vear oyvole ioday as opposed to just
eyery third yeur @ 2 mout puint.) However, the
strick payment of ten pereent every third yeor did
nt. relieve the Old Testament Tsenelites — and
certainly rdoes not relieve Chrstians — of theiy
continuing responsibiliny o b concerned for the
noar. Ten percent pvery rhid year is definitely a
God.given puideline, But it is vertainly within the
spirit of the law for any ihdividual, should [
Cliocse and as he s able, to allocsts 2 smaller
percentage of his income for the pooy every vear,
Bewy deeply voncerued about, 2od sdaectly hely-
ing. tbhe poor is cominanded. Kxactly how the
Chnatian should go aboual o Loday s eft fo s
disceotion, Deople who cun showdd be eocouraged
to vigoroualy give of their time, encrgy nnd goods
if their manetary resrirces ars limited And those
who cun shotld be farther encouraged 1o take up
the Anancial gap,

The marurer of saving or sebbing aside nwoney for
the indigent, widows, ete. should now be consid
cred, We already have one caample of the adimnn-
traticn ol aid {or the poor: Lhe Charch sxpects
family members to care of their vwn acoedy flosh
and hined. Such jmulividuals wonld not be saving
only in the third year, bul continually as the need
exliy. Thersfore, it wpuld be equally acoeptable
for Chuech members in geperal Lo badgel samns Cor
G poor annually Drweath by monch) ralbor Lhan
one year in three. (The reason for the tenth o the
thivd year is, after all, 1thut a tenth was the crsicst
method by which to reeken, and onee in three
veard would have reduced Lhe wellare bueden in
apcient Israel ennngh over the years o make it
st and vet adequate.}

4 elarification of this matter would he adminis-
wrative, and nut represent doctrinal change, Guving
4 smaller percentage for the poor each year is a
vigbile alternaiive brul would oot prevlude the sav-
g of a4 lenth the ord year [or those who wish
amd can s budger thelr income Nor owould it
areclude generesity heyond the tenth, such ss
Zachcus who gave halt his gonds to the poor (Luke
1U:R).

It i5 evident that o the Old Testament any
deseriing indigent person could recelve the poor
tithe, ile did net have to fall inta the specific
categories of widow, oephan, or newcomer. Men as
well as women were eligible, Thas any distinetion
between third tithe and cuergency fund appear an
artificiel one. Members should be admoniskhed to
give ta the ons fund — and to mive ganernnaly, sais

their duty.
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Further Clarification of
feast lithe

The secoad or festival tilhe 15 not a Uthe mde-
peodent ot the festivals, It is, in fact, a part of the
[aw of Lhe Jeast calber than seme adjuoel of b
tiche Lhat is God's, The festival Lithe Tow presumes
tiat Lhere would e lthose unable Lo save il ade-
gquate festival tithe Their necds were Lo be mel by
those with larger than average ineomes (Denter-
promy 16°11-1, 143, That s, those wha emld
were eupected to save the festival tithe even
though it be more than they needed in order fo
take care of those without adeguate funding.

The basis for culeulating the festival tithe in the
O “l'estanient was not a blanket ten percent of
income ax e Lhe Nost tithe, Indeed a tthe was
gaveu ot year to year Ton all the increase of thy
semcl,™ whoeh ncluded] dlee Lidhe ol grais, waie and
wil (Peut. 142220 But unigquely it did nof
innlade a tthe of catcle or Hocks, but Orstlmgs
insbead (v 23) This is not o twich us that rrain
farrnars muat pay a striet, tenth while athers have
more Hexibility. Hathey the lesson s that che per-
ventage of one's income far the festivaly i at lenst
aotrewhat variable and shouwld approach the full
teuth for a8 many as (rod has indeed bleszed.

Cnew again M Is the principle of cach individual
Chriatian, in personad relationshipy to his God, who
must fulfili the dual responsibilities of obeerving
od's festivals fully ag God reguires wpd pener-
ously helplay those whio are unable (o do likewize,

Summary and Overview

Thiz work v God's Work, 1t haz always heen,
and always will be, o work of furdh — a wok
totally relving on God fur support and sustenance
an well us for guldance and Jeadership, We, collec-
Lively, have ali Leen given @0 enoriaus respsisi-
Lility — to preach Grad's witness and warning
tivggage Lo adl pations snd 1o baptize wto ilis
Chureh these whom God calls, Todesd 1t 2 a
"Urreat Commusston” - und we are all part of 1t,
respenssble to linance it with our tithes and offer-
wngs to the Dmit of our gbilities as God Dlessos us.

As we standardize and simplily our guidelines
for the application and administration of tithing in
today's spciety, we must always vemain copnizané
of the vverall principle — that God i3 uzing us ko
finance His Work which is hoinging His magnifi.
cent annoliteement 1o umanity, tn save manking
trom 1fself,

Tt 1= the responsibility of those who are able,
maove than aver hefore, fo give as they have never
given before, to necomplish God™s Warle on earth.
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As God hes designed His Work, approvimately %
of our income ia derived from the tithe-paying
memberahip of the Church. While much of these
funds are “afferings” of one type ar another, tithes
themselves conatitute a eignificant proportion of
the Pinds aveileble to do God's Work.

We musl encontrage as many hrethren as are
ahle to maintain or even extend their financial
commitments ko God's Work in arder to take up
the slark which will he created by the few whe
may be foreed to make reductions in their contri-
buticnrn.

In a very real sense, these guidelines lor Lithing
put more — nal Jess responsibility an the individ-
ual, and give gvervone the added opportunity fo
privately express his owe personal rcelationship
with his Cresior.

L s incwmbent upon the ministry of Jeeus
Clirisi lo enceurage those whe are able to ge above
arnd bieyond mopeving fa God oul of Lhe albendaoce
¢f the blessings He has hestowed upon them. Also
to eneourege those whe are new to hegin to tithe.

Titlitg inast be conveyed as a very personal
matier between the mdividual and his God. IL
must never kecome & case of some being more
"rightecus” than others in determining their tith-
uble base. The ollerings of everyone should be
sufficiently above and bevond that any doubts
abuut having tithed fully and properly before God
are ulviated.

Each minizter zhondd he careful in giving indi-
viduals speecific adviee in matters of tithing, How
you determine your increase ia & personal matter
hetween you il Godd.

The most important, point to remember is sim-
ply thel tiching, like prayer, is the very essence of
ene's pwn persnnal dedication to God, to Hiv sev-
iour, Jesus Chriat. and the very Work of which He
is living Head. We cannot enter into God's King-
doem by deceplion, sither in owr privale prayer
lives or In our private tithing livea. We must
beware of the "lesven™ of the doctrines of cither
evireme ol the Pharisees, who tithed with rigor-
oug, minnte, piceyunish, paingtaking ritualism —
or the opposite extrome of being carcless with
one’s inenme, thinking selfishly and not being in 2
troe apirit of giving. Christ eommands us to “wive,
and it shall be given onto you....” Giving is coM
svawnrEn Rut (ind allaws us tn decide whether we
shall ohay.

Mev e ahould a miniséer attempt to “check up”™
on a member concemning faithfulness in bithing.
We all should recognice 1hal if u person is beiog
unfuithful in tithing, he will also, of natural con-
sequence, he slacking up in other equally personal
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espects of private Christian life. The @rfifrude and
the intent of the heart is the WHOLE thing. Logi-
celly, when you find a detertorating spiritual ath-
tide, vou can almost always be assured there will
be » problem with tithing too. It s n»ot "“"Church
policy'” to dufellowhip for not fithing. When nbwi-
ausly serious spiritual problems emerge and tith.
ing is one of several other dueply personal matters
which comes to the aurface, disfellowship m=ay
have fo ovenr. Ruol peither the primary nnr the
covert reason for such disfellowshlp should be the
amount of one’s contribuations,

Far more important, then, than an individueal
member's wisdom in Hew he determings  hiw
increase s his ATTITUDE. A truly converted Chris
tian 16 IN A SPIRIT OF GIVING — 8l 18 rol filled
with greed, covetousness, selfishness, or reseni-
menl at having 1o Give to (rods Work! The HEART
i where GGod lovks, nutl the pocketbook, I i wlere
Chrgls true mimsley masl also lonk — on ihe
heart]

Thul 1 whal each minsier must stress, The
Phiarisees Lithed will; greal care — nol Lo see how
generous they could be; it took a widow with two
mites to illvatrate goncrosity of hoart — she gave
her all,

Financial sdmonition ik replete throughout the
Bible — eg. Faul in II Cor. #:5; "“Therefore 1
thought it necessary te exhort the brethren....”

II Cor. 9:689 fully exetnplifies God's attitude;

But thix 1 suy, He which wowelh spuringly shaull
reap 8130 epuringly; and he which soweth bounti-
fully shwel! mesp alse bountifully. Every man
uccurding 0% ke purposeth in his heert, o let him
give; ot pradgingly, or of necessity: for God
loveth a cheerfu] giver. And God is able to meke
all grace ahound toward you; that ye, alweys hav.
ing all suiliciency in all things, may abound to
every good work: {Aa it ia writien, He hath dis-
pewaad abroad; he hath given to the poor: hin Migh-
termaness remainkth far svey [KJIV]

But remember this — if you give little, you will
pel Little, A fuaer wim plaois jush a few s will
gt only & smell crop, bat ¥ be plants mugh, he
will roap much. Every one muet make vp hiv pwn
mind se to how mueh he ahonld give. Don't foree
anynne to give more then he really wants tn, for
cheerful givers are the ones God prizes. Dod i= able
to make it up to you by glving you everything you
nwed and more, so that there will not only be
envugh for your own eeds, bul plenly left uver to
give joyfully to others. It io as the Scriptures say:
"“The godly than gives gencrously to the poor. His
good deeds will b A% hanor te him forever™ (Liv-
ing Bible).

The point 5 thie: he whe sows sparingly will alse
reap spuringly, wd he whe sewe boualifully wil)
alao reap bountifully. Bach one must do as he has
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made up his mind, not reinatantly ar under com-
prilsion, for God doves a chearful gver. And Godd i
shle ta provide yau with every blossing moabun-
damce, so that yon may always have cnough of
everything and may provide in abundance for
pvery goud wurk, As L s owriflen, “He scaliers
asbyvad, he mves to the poor his nghteousnoss
cradures far ever” [HEVL

A1 T will sy i thok poor sowing means o poar
harvest, apd generona sewing mesns 4 penrerons
harvest. Let evervone give as s heart tells kan,
neither grudmngly nor under enmpuleion, for {iod
loves L man whe gives cheerfully, God can give
wou rore than yvou can «ver need, s Lhat you mav
always have suificent for vourselves snd encugn
left over o give 40 evecy good ceuse Ao the sorip-
ture sava: He hath scattered aproad, he hath given
to the puoor; His rightesusness ahidetn [alc] for
ever” [Phallips Modermn Lnghah).
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Feombmber: sparee sowing, spurse cesping; sow
hwountifully, and you will meep bouncifelly, Each
perzon sheuald give a3 he has decided for himac
there should be po compulsion; G loves a cheer-
ful giver, And it iy in God™s power to provide yon
reldy wdil vvery wood @ft, thas you will have
ample mezuy in vourselves o mesl each and every
situation, with cnough ond 1o spare for cvery good
catlse. Seripture says of such a men: ‘He has
tavizhed his gifta an the nesdy, his benevolence
stands fast for ever’ {New Ruglish Lible).

As man'z btime grows short, as his unhearahle
preblems mount, we in Gods Chureh must make
every elfurl to gel Hs Work aceoinpistied, What a
greal privilege Lo be called by (rad to help get Shat
jobr dene!

NOTES
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To all ministors and key supervisory perceonnnl worldwide:

GREETINGS!

T have dust returned from the final Holy Day in Hew Qriessns
whers we had a very warm and enthusiastic crowd of some nine churches
fram as far away as Hattiesburg, Mississippi, and Lake Charles, Lou-
iziana. The final Holy Day offering was a sukstantial increase over
the prewvious year's offering, and eparlicr reports indicate an approx-—
imate ten percent increane for the entire nation as a2 whole in the
dollars—-per-persnn ovey the nrevious year. |

At long last the tithing papor you are receiving is foar all
practical purposes complete. Wayne's letter explains, however, we
don't want to make this official without ecach one of you having a
final cppeortunity for any cuggestions or invut of your own, and so
we are still allowing sufficient time for any last-moment input S0

as to insure each individual who may be conccrned has an opportunity
tc be heard.

2s 1 said in my sermon ¢on the "Spirit of Giving," God does COM-
MAND us to give! Jesus commandesd it, and it is incumbent upon God's
true Churcoh todawr.

Looking at all the analogiss in the Bihle =-- even that of akject
slavery in the relationship of a Christian whose wery being (pneuna
soma pSuche) is OWNED of God -- I cannat IMAGIKRE any person claiming
to be "converted,"” his whole life completely given as a living sacri-
fice intoc the hands of God, ¢laiming to ke a "Christian," yet having
an attitude of resentfulness and rebsllion toward givina Cod His
prior claim over our own incomes,

tor one to give his very being to God, bedy, soul and spirit,
desperately wanting God to change hig entire character and personality,
praving with hies might to enter inte God's Kingdom, seeking first the
Kingdom of God and ilis rightecusness reguires an sttitude diametrically
opposed to that of the self-seeking, selfish, introverted pexson, be-
grudgingly trying to hew as cloee as possible to the exact letter of

the law regarding giving so as to avoid making the blyg "mistake' of
giving God "too much™!

NEVER should the doctrine of tithing or the spirit of giving be
used as a CLUB ovelr people's heads, anymore Lhan the doctrine of
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haptism, the receiviog of God's Holy Spiril, or tlhe laying on ol ) i
hands is used as a club., '

i

ALL oheﬂience Lo God is VOLUNTARY .

God does not allow us to decide WHAT is His law ~- only WHETHER
we shall obey ittt

Tt is up ta us as shepherds, ministers, teachers, pastors of the
Flock to ewphasize the fact that we arp "helpers of theic jov," pa-
tiently guiding, poioting the way, lcading God's flock in the right
dirnctiornz, never heing "policemon aver thair faith," Therefore,
though tithing iz definjtely COMMANDED as a bibliecal doctring and a
Noew Tostamment cxample, it must not be uscd in the sense of an indi-
vidual miniskter "anforcing” it in an individaal anse under the Fhreat

of disfellowshin.

Tf momeocne i3 cheating on his tithes, thron his epiviinal develnp-
ment iz goling to be 5o impeded that other =splritual probklems will okR-
viously cmerqgez., Ia the same fashion, if someone iz carelsss wikh his
Sabbath-keecpirng, Yetzs dAown on his prayver 1ife or persnonal #Fihle arady,
ar in other ways is deficilent in his spiritual growth and develonment,
Ehe minister will be made painfully aware of these spiritual probloms
ny many nutward manifratabions in kthe individual's peracnality and
character.

When such o nne is 30 impeded spiritualily, rhe ministoer appoars, }
according to the Bikle, in the light of a gentle shepherd, a cancerned
older brother, one who i3 decply conccrned ount of an cutgeing attitude
mf Towve Aand consideration and who wanka to TRTP +he atfflicrted ane nver-
come hig difficulties, NEVER should he appear asm 2 person who is pul-
raged ever the inferior brand of spirituslity being displayed, and he
ghonld nob be determined to cxert cvery infivenoe and every authority
to FORCE this person to come to bheesl and knuekte under Lo Lhal fidi-
vidual ministor's anthority!

In the past some have confused the few very sensational vases of
God's dircet intervention, cven ko the taking of human 1ife in flagrant
exompies of disohediennce, with o pattorn which was intendad to be set
for Christ's ministery down through the ages.

As T havre maid reecently, I should imagine there are literally
hundrads of cazes where people have lied to minigters down throuygh
the aged since the first century and "lived through it," in the sensce
that there wis no immediate retribution alnng the lines of the story
of Ananlas and Sapphira.

It is not the policy, as is astated in the paper, to excommuni-
cate or disfellowship becauss 2 minister way Find (and there is oo
way by which he COULD really find information othor thar the divulging
of it volunfar11y by the individual memher) that a member has baen :
unfaithful in tithing., This shouald never be grounds [or disfetllowshis J} :
Some detractors are alleging that the ministry may have heen teld at !

some time in the past that not tithing was in fact grounds for dis-
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fellowship, but the minister should not list that as his "main reason.”
While T would tend to discvount it as a false charge, I would cvertainly
hope that any who ever madc such statements have repented of them and
could never think of doing sn again in the future.

o let's be complectely unafraid to preach and teach tithing &nd
giving of offerings over and abhove the first tithe, which the indi-
vidual member must diligenlly, seriously, soberly, prayerfully and
chaerfully determinre —-- let's be diligent in preaching that one MUST
CIVE, even giving of himself, his time, concern, energy, and prayer
life as well as his substance, Lel's emphasize giving as a deeply
personal exercise not unlike prayer =- and not ke fearful or apolo=
getic 1n teaching people even as Jesus did, "GIVE and it shall be
given unto you...."

¥Your brother in Christ,

LS F
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continued eraployment.” This kind of appraisal
tzchoigue was undependable, inconsistent and
untrustworthy when it came to men's caresrs and
the company’s success,

Pellows, lel's do beller Lhan thal, You will
receive very snoon o separntc momo and a traines
evaluation form. After you have received i, please
enmpiete and return it as soon as passible,

Now for one final thing

Tithing Administration Paper

Inserted in this Budletin for the ministry ondy is
a prelininary paper on the administration of tith.
ing. A great deal of time, prayer, and coweein has
gone inte the preparation of this papser. [t bhas been
ediled several tumes, Minally, just o lew days ago,
Mr., Ted Aruslrung, asststed by a few ol us vu Lhie
Dootrinal Tearm, odited it 08 it now appears tor
¥iu.

Wil. your take the time to carefully, vrayertfully
regd and stady Uls paper. wahe any uotalivog,
suggestions, odite, ete, on it {there are even several
biaph pages for nutes) ur in i separate memeo :@ad
send e Lo ug sy soun 18 you can — hapefully
within a4 weel Lo ten days alicr vou rceoive this
Bulivtin? IF you fec] this poper imisses The murck,
then pirare write one that is fabrer, taking into
conaideration the many wortdwide facets of the
problam. If we don’t hear anything from you T
think all of vou wilt agree that it wonld then be
nafair for yau o criticize the final paper. TFellows,
L' not beine facetions in saving these things. Too
often it seems 30 many of us nave not wanted to
couteibute at the toine we Lad opposlunily and
than carp at what was dons.

After we have roceived your constrictive oritis
que, then we will produce an official ministerial
paper followad by an article ar twa for the meis-
bership explaining the subsiance of this paper
Algo based on the paper, wateral will be prepared
Fur hie Guod News wlich goes o our Oo-Worlers
and Donors ag well as the membearship.

Yonu shonld hear in mind as you sludy Lns tith-
ing paper that it is nod & docfrina! wwrealise of Lhe
entire subject of tithing. This paper is presended
frum Lhe premise thet the Wortdwile Church of
God s mnde a binding deeision thot “tishing™ s
one af its lindameantal tenats of helief, Based on
that fonndation the paper you are how receiving
deals with the administrative aspects of the sub-
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ject. We have considered the many and sundry
conditions in the world thab impact o any ressun-
ably vongistent admindstrative peocedues for s
important personal matter,

Frankly, we feel this paper comes a5 close as
possible in light of the current maze of economic
standards, tax structures, ete, in the world to
outline & policy consistent in application through-
put the world,

But now we want to hear from youw. Floase semd
vour replies to me and I'll see that they get to the
doctrinal teamn and, of course, to Mr, Toed Srm-
strong.

Since thia ia a preliminary paper, oo nod preach
muierial from it or make any ananouncemenls or
comments about 2oy administrative aspect <f the
raper. Alan, fellows, this paper &5 for voue pricete
e and should not he isiributed e any others iu
YOUF Area.

That abaout does it Tor snother Bullenr. T wos
gning ko eormament na the fine Narional Tesn'a
Baogketball Teurnament just completed here in
Pasadcena. 'l reserve that until next tiree and wili
then alsp outline plans we have for Nalivnal
Youth Acrivity eanrdination snd pessible fuiure
actlvities, He sure to read Chris Fronch's cxeellent
contributien o the MET sectiwn of Lhe HSedetn,
And please, lellows, led's all avvepl the chialleage,

"Lat's keep on keeping on” aod (el g hear from
¥ou soon,

— O WWaynme Quoie

Mail Processing

Mail for March ended walby o sirong 44.8%
ineroase over Februury, giving we 203,522 leviers
roceived, This brings our totul [or Lthe yoar Lo
H20,208 letters, 1975 mail Tor Lhe HQest guarler tas
declined slightly when compared Lo lasl year, Lul
wioare sill recriving g {of of modd when wewad
[tum the wspecl of workleud, processing Lime and
liaviny pallicabions weallable to 01l ceguosts,

WATS Breaks Recnrd

This month (March) was an all-rime vecord for
the WATS area — greater Lhan even last spring —
and it might be well ta unte that WATS is taking
waty reguests which could otherwise came hy
letter., Duritg Msarch 35,000 live calls weore
recaived and 56,000 husy-outz. Because of this tre-
mendous load, fanr new liness were added this
month, We have really needed this citra capacity
and could actunltly uee more. The telephone hos

o
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proved to he a very effective tool in getting God's
meszape to multiple thousunds,

Mr. Ted Armastrong’s half-hour “Famine’ tele.
cuat has pulled 8 very good response, as did the
program on “How To Survive In '75.”" As a result
our hooklets Famine — Can We Swrvive? and
Marnoging Your Personagl Fingnees have been our
leading honklets thiz manth.

Thiz abont wraps it up for this isste. Proceasing
the Holyday offering is keeping us husy, along
wilh the abnve setivities Financial Affairs wil]
probably report. the details of the offering in their
scetion whon all the totals are in.

— ARirhard Riea

LETTER COMMENTS

AMBASSADOR FOR WORLD PEACE
SLIDE PRESENTATION

The film prescntations of Mr. Herbert Arm-
atrong's activities shroad have hean very much
apprecisted by the membership. The following let-
tors are typical of many eoinments received about
the film:

We saw the ilm an HWA — Ambassador For
World Deace — at Church tast Sabbath. It i truly
great! We wish 1o express our heart-felt prayers
and what we can send to headguartems in way of
money for the Work at this bime, We fust want
¥ouu tn know al onr prayers are with Mr, Arm-
stronpg and we hope you ean feel aur pravers back
of you as we try to hold vour hands high

— Mr. & Mrs Tirmake R Young
Flant City, FL.

It was truly theilling Lo see wvour filrm of the
Maunila cumpaign. It war ahsalutely fantastie the
way it waos put together, 1 wog owed with tears of
joy aned my wile alsn.

— Mr Kenneth Head
Whiteshurg, CA

We were blissed lasi Sabhath to see the film
that wae made of your activitier in other parta of
the world. It made me more aware of the power
Chod & giving yun fu eacry oul Lhis phase of His
Wark,

It would be humanly impossible tor any human
basing to aecomplish such Wbiogs with his own
etreagtt, We all hope and pray that you wil con
tirue to allow che {rreat God to use you until this
Wk s (nished,

— Mr, James F, Jacksono
Big Sandy, '['X
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This past sabbath, February [5, we chserved
you sz yon traveled and talked to foreign digni-
taries thronghout the world. It was very, very
inapiring to sec how well received you are in coun-
tries when yo were unakble in enter years ago.
Muy God hiegss you and grant yon strength. My
proyers arc with you.

— Missz Vivian A. Fleming
Cleveland, OH

Just a note to aay 1 really enjoped the film on
e Manils Campalpn, 10 was very inspiring to
know the big reeponcibility God has grven you and
Garner Ted und all the rest who have a2 part in
Gud's Work, Keep up e good work and keep us
all on our tees! We peod il. Espocially me.

— Mrm Frank H. Lukes
Timherlake, Ni©

Thank you for coming to the lndianapolis
Church today (via movies) fur Salbialh serviee,
And to see the House for Ged being built before
our eyes! How wonderful! Tt is breathtaking®

— Mrs, John Gcohaeffer
Lebmnpon, 1N

Saw the film here in Fit. Worth this Sabbath
whirs yout were in India and the Philippines. They
were wonderful and execiting. You locked in good
health and the spring of youth in your feet and
fare. We love you. Take rare

— Mrs. Laverne Goodwin
Fr. Worth, TX

TAPED PAGSOQOVER SERMON

Hegponze t0 Mr. Ted Armstrong's taped Prase.
irver serion senb to ihe churches sepme to have
had a very sncuuruging effeet on the brethren. The
commenis show a genuine sppreciation for the
tunely messuge wid o desire Lo continue receiving
these taped sermons.

Words Aran’'t Adequate

I just hava to write and thank you for the tuped
sermons thet come to ws brom Headguarters.
YWords are not adequate to express how much Lhey
mean. We, here in Spekans, sometimes foel iso
lated, being off the beaten track of visiting mims-
ters, ko learing your wvoice speahing L0 us in
amsembly is pext best te having vou in person —
which we hope for all the time.

I apeak for myself and for many, I'm sure, w the
Church here, when 1 say we prey without ceasing
for wour health and safety, for your voice, and for



Puge 184 , . the BULLETIN

lthe back-bireaking reapongihility you shoulder;
this is also true for your father, for the ather loval,
hard-warking men of tha ministry, and for al the
faithful ones behind the scenus. Wa really talk to
Giod abont everytlung we can think of thatl goes Lo
muke u success of so great a commission.

How fine your sermon waa — preparing us for
Pageover, which means so much, it breaks me up,
not oniy at the date of its kesping, but all vesr
lomg wlien L comes in meditation.

- Maorgnret Tay
Spekans, WA

""Really Naaded That’'

{7lad *o hear your tape on the Sabkath, March
4. You really explained what wnd of an atlibude
we should I in at Lhis lime of year, not only now
but zll through cthe year. 1 veaily needad that and
I think the whole Church did. Thank wou.

One thing you said that stuck in my mind, " Gos-
sip is 4 lack of furgiveness,” [ uever Lhoupht of 1L
like that before. And we must even be willing to
forgive the enemies of the Work, and Jearn to lave
them, but still — ail the while — hate their sins, as
well a3 sur own.

Also, thank you for all the time you spend writ-
jng those inspiring wtiers. Yeur love just shines
through each letter you write. The last ane [ vead
way sipecially ronsiderate, asking prayers for heal-
ing of different ones and even heing sorry that you
could start your garden early — while a ot of
vthers couldnt., Thal's & heart much like Jesus
has. And one that we shouid all strive to have.
Your lettera and tapes heip the Chuaren to grow, 1
thinh.

I will continve o pray fer vou, your father and
the Work.

— Carvlyn Coner
F'k City., OK

[apes Really GUreat idea

T think aending “aped sermons tn all rhe
Churches is one of the greatest things that is being
doue in the Chureh today — espacially during the
time after the fall Holy Dayvs aud the speing Holy
1aya.

[ knaw it gives me the spieitual lift T necd. It
helps me hecome more spiritially grounded for the
things rthat musgt come to pass FPlease keep it up
and may God bless and continually inepire you in
the Work you are doing.

John Gretsky
Hed Bank, Nd

April &, Lith

Tapas Like Going to tha
Faast

I wanted vou to know that we really appreciate
youT sermon tapes. [t's like poing to the Feaat. The
pne we heard today on the Pawover was inspired
and very helpful. It's distresaing to koow the
imcome is down and not be able to help. Wa've had
all averrtime cot aff in onr plant a0 things s
aomewhar tight. This bethg our third tithe year
toa. I have an income tax refund coming soon =0
" e ahle o @emd some T the property foind
then.

Hope you'll be able to keep giving n3 sermans by
tapa. We all enjoy them very murh.

— {iene Kurseth
Cedar Bapida, Ta

Plaase Kaep Them Camingl

Ak a member of the Worldwide Church of God
for sume years, I just wanted to thank youz for the
tapes that have heen coming from Headguurters,
especially vours on the last Sabbath about tho
Passover. I have an unconverted mate and
although T ran get several broadeasis in this area
cvery evening, 1 am usually unable to listen to
them; and hearing your volce oucssionslly wlike 4
hreath of fresh spring air [t seemed like a "minia-
ture Feast” and | couid close my aves and picture
the sea of peuple arcund me agan, The special
music was also very mspiring and added to this
atmosphere. It taped well If possible, slease keep
thern coming, We need this personal contact now
in these trying times when everything in thia
world armund us frtes to get onr minds off the goal
end our tremendous responsibility, It brings a feel-
ing of closeness which we so desperately nocd, We
triily appreciate yaur efforts in “feeding the Hock ™
My prayers are with youw all constantly. T wish [
coilld do more. It 1s 20 degroes below, Thursday
am. so anon't ta'k gardens to wa!’ Ha.

— Mra George Eckman
Moose Lake, BMN

Hopu Others Were Moved
As Much

This letter is in response fo the taped acymon we
roecedyd las. Eabieith in Froson,

I hope the nther brethren ware as moverd as 1T
was with the state the income i in. Thic money
F'm sending isn't ek, bt please receive 1 with
my prayers thuat the income will inerease,

Thank youn for thot eermon. 1t was fanbaslic! 1
hape we can recerve more sermone taped from yvou;
they are very uplifiing.

a -
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Thank vou, Mr. Armetrong, for the many, long,
streuvous bours thoet  you aud M1, Herberl
gtrong pul 1n eack week, | personally want Lo Lel
youo know T'm hehind you bath 100%.

s — Pat Hudson
Tianford, OA

Firat Paasowver Now Means More

Thanh you =v very much for going 1o e
trouble of toping ancthoer very important sermon
for us in your ever ro bectie Tife cycle that ymi
lead. ¥You manage to move me so much and lift my
epirit to more aaalonsly pul forth effort to becone
& better Christian. I want you to know that 1 am
behind vou and your father 100% and more o
possible, T earnestly sesk ways to help you in your
effort in thiz end iime when the world needs this
mumnge meore than ever before. T wanl you to
know that I surely will contribate to the building
feieadd i 1 possibly van. F will earnestly pray that
gvervone will open thelr hearts up to this fund.
This 1 my firsl. lime celebrating Parsover amd 1
em 50 very thanbdul for hearing vou give o sermon
ol the Passaver, for it has mich more meaning to
me now we 1 will, ay God Lielps me, do everylhing
in the right way.

— Jho Frvie

Springlield, OH

Felt They Should Seng Mora

T had already sent in my building fund payment
for March, but after bearing your reporl on Lhe
tapc we heard lost Sabbath, T felt I should send in
# few more dollars, Pehaps f all who can wiil do
Lhes same. we can save the day and not have Lo pay
it fromm the genieral fand.

I koow that many can't afiord to pay on the
building fund, but 1 know a few in our congrega-
tion here, who are newer in the Chureh, and didn’t
realize the mnporlanes ol b or jus! didn'i know
anything about the building tund.

We appreciated the caped sermon very much. I
hope you are able to send them often,

— Mrs. Ruth Whitaker
Enid, OK

Mast Timely and Encouraging

Thunk yvou for a moest limely und encouraging
germon that you acht us yesterday. The singing
did not come out well on the tape, but the message
certainly came through beautifully, T hope you
cau cunbinue o send us daped seriouus fron tine
to time.

Lel me ulso Luke {his opportunity Lo thank who-
ever is responsible for the ilm “Hoerberl W, Arm-
strong, the Moan and His Work,” and for the one
showing the bualding of {he new Auditoriao, [ suw
ihem both twice. They were deeply moving filies
Lo me. They greatly strengthened my taith in God
and s Work and in Lhie leadership Jesus Chosd
inspiring. Thauk you su very much.

"I'he report on the huilding fund is net bright. 1
wanl Lo frchp,

— Biruee Lyvon
Eugene, OR

Taped SBermons a Binding Force

Your tape today on the Passover and the hinpor-
tance of forgiveness aunk deap into my heart. T fesl
so rotten I just want to crawl around on my Khees.
I pray to God Lhat T will continue to have this
attitnde and not ever forpet this lesson. It's ap
important to keep the fire going, just horning and
burning to continue the porsuil of perfection. T
thenlk vou heyvond words for your dedieation to
(ad. Your sarmons are a hinding force for God's
children, 2 burning fire to provoeke action and &

{Condinued on puge 195)

Academic

In the last issue of the Bullelzn I mentioned the
College's interest in the Pasadena Faderal Center,
This facility is located about one block west of the
compus eiong Grand Avenue. It was formerly the
Vista del Arrovo Hotel. Pasadepnans asimply refer
to it as the Vista,

The Wista waes built in the early L930s. During
the aecond world war the federal government
acquired ihe facility and converied it 1o hospital
usa, Later i housed varione federn] dspariments
including the military, F.RI, and a local Cone
gresmmai. [ is vacant today.

The Vieta is aboul to be raclassifisd ae excess
preperty by the federal government. T4 will piost
Itkely {buf there are neo guarantees}) be declnred
surplus. In this eveni the pruperty will be dispnzed
of either throurh the donable real property pro-
gram or gimply aeld fo the highest hidder.

Ve wre exmniniog the possibility of using the
Viste 85 a reeidence hall for men studenio. I am
informed that it consists of 240,000 spuare feet. Tt
would probably conforlably house 600 sludents
and additionally provide room far recreation,
laundry, and other support services,
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It iz posaible for the federal povernment to
donate the property to the college at a 50% tn a
100% discount from the asscssed value, Even if we
were given 100% dAiscount, the remodelling st
may be prohibitive.

We nre prosently comdueting a detuiled stody o
indirate the feasibility physically and eennomi-
¢ally of using the Vista.

There are sevaral Pasadena ares cegidents who
wiald like to see us acquire the property. Since
the building has become a landmark on the Faass-
dena skyline it has a apecial place in the minds of
many who have grown up inita shadow.

While nodecizion has hean rrached! irweerming
the Vista, [ wanted to keep yon informed of pur
fhinking. If the propoerty cventually comen our
way it wnild nearly double the studert raparity
of the College and inerease the size of the campus
by nearly 0.

Mok bad o we aan gal it for {ree!

— Micheed P Germmzng

International
Division

Update From Australia

Here is a brief review of the axcellent mrowth
experienced in the Australian Worlk G 1974 ard <o
inta 1875,

We endad the year 1971 with 4 22 8% increage in
Income over THTH, the higheat incwease tn aght
vears! Part nf this wns doe oo 139 inerense inen-
workers in 1974 buet che hudk of su= incame (aboar
%) vomes from tithe paying mombers of Uad's
Church. Income frome wmembers and co-workers in
1874 wae approximutiely ARLA00000 (about TI&
F2.000 030), Thic means the Work (0 Anstrabin onn
continue o expand and reach many more penplin
inapile of soaring inffalion!

Lluin Truch circulution increased Ly 0% Lo a
racord HO7.000 in Drecember 174 as a resubl ul our
neweshand distribualon programme. Thas new doog
opened Cvotcidenlally™ jusl ss pustal 1ules soared
frate 3% fo 17T Lo mall one copy of Lhe Pluin
Treth! 'Phrough newsagents, lstributicn costs
have been reduced Lo sboul 3¢ per copy, soving the
Work thousands of dollaos per juanih,

Already, in the first three manths of 1975, Flas
Truth circulation has increased nearly 100% to over
200 MK copies monthly as a result of newsstand
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distriburion opening in major citiea, Iy the cod of
thia year we expect BP0 eirenlation to be at least
250,000 copies per montn. This would be one Plain
Trauth for avery 58 persnns in Anstralia! Wt bad
whon yau eonsider our civeularion waz mly about
SLO00 aix monthe ngo,

More pond news coneerning the T s fhat we
wire given approval hy Headgquarters to continue
with & mapgamine format (rather than the rabfoid
newapapet) far our newsstand edition, This is very
wnporiaat for lbhe Wark here wince we are just
beginning our newastand programme, The maga-
zine A mere acncptable ab newsspenty bere and
this donr remaining apen will mean o rapidly
inereasing readership.

¥uflowing on the keels of our rapidly inercasing
Hlain Trigh virculstion, we wiil be inecreasing the
number ol campuagns (called Plain Truth Lectures
hware) upd special Bible studics for nur readors. At
of our mumsters will begin to be direcidy iovolyved
i this wew programme this vear. With rhe new
thrust in God's Church for vommiunify
invulvement, wo want poople evervwhere to
Lecormne reore and maoee awdre of whe we are,
rwhere we ave and mhgt we beliave, Dur ministers
are going to boecome much more wnvolved in mak-
theg the Worldwide Chureh of God hetter known in
each community.

Sp far in Auskraiia we have reached nine citivs
with special ifain Pnotf Lectivres, Thes are Perth,
Melbourne, Brishane, Adelaide, ITobart, T.aun-
cectan, [Devonpert, Wollonzong and Neoweoastle,
Approximately 300 ow people attended hese
lectures. Aboul 200 attended follow-up Bible stuid-
i wnd Subbath serviess. And about 50 of rhese
new people have heen haptbiacd.

The rear ks of thess speckl ertaees ned
Bible studise cannot b measured by the number
buptized. Cod 1o nor calling overyone today and
pard of our joiz s to oweach and teach the freth as
A wilnless and warning Lelure the end of chils age
comos [Matkt, 24001 Mooy pew peogls who hear
Lhe Lruth of God preached will nol really believe
aud repead unld Lhe {me of Lhe Yspeal Lribala-
tion” (Revelation 7:49,14),

L 1974 pur Mailing Ubeparliment received nearly
LARUH betrers nr cards frow Australisns — an
iwrease of 0% over Lthe previvus yuar. 3o ooy
more new jeopls are Bein g taached by olus Wark!

Baphized members mgreased by nearly 7% to
2000 by December, 1874, A svackly average ol
G600 men, wornaen and children attended Sahbath
services, a 4% increase, and 4,300 atiended the
Feast of Tahernacles for a 0% increase over the
presious yeal.
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in ID74 the number ol churches v Ausiralia
increaser] from 19 1o 27 {sdded Gold Coast, Bue-
dabery, Soulh Syiney, Blackheath, Weollongoog,
Wodonga, UGlippslund, Devonport) tor a 42%
growth anid the number of mimstens: und assslents
pasioring those cliurchey grew from 26 Lo 33
tiocludiop local cldor nob in our employ) for 2
S1% Increase,

Toward Uie wud of this vear, posslly Ly Uie
Feact of Tabermacles, cur new headquarters office
buidimg should be completad. Concrete founda-
Lius are about ready to he poured and if the gond
weather holds eut we should be able to move into
cur o office-adminsiralive complex before this
vear 1= over! When this is acromplished, the edi-
tore of the Cood MNews magazing want to run z
teature article with pictures on the Australian
Weork Dy thetr we wall have much more good news
te give Decause God's Work in Australia is frow-
myg!

— Dennis Luker

Data Processing

T want. te thank all of you who huve sent in
auggestions on how we can incrense the circulation
nf thr Plain Troath iv the ELS. via newsstand distei-
bution. Woe are now in the planning stages of jusl
how much we ean do aleng this line here 1 the
L5, and whal procedurss we need Lo establish o
irack the resulls properly.

Since we ask no subocription price for the PV,
we sl carcluliy contoe] curoulation &0 as not W
prowad Dudpel. Bven when we do go oo newssbands
or intp gther types of distribution programs, each
project will be carefully controlled and tested. 1
Lhiok you can see bow cliculation could get out of
hand if oo many prugrams were embarked on at
MILCE,

Growth of the I'T' is very dynamic with our
radio and TV pregrams, plus the small efforts we
are presently pursueg in other aveas. WATS line
responses to the back page ads in the recent I'Ts
are adding meny thousands of new subsciibars.
Worldwide circulation is nearly three million now
— aund growing!

Literature From DRissident
Groups

Sume few Leve witlen of called Richard Rice e
Mail Processing Center — or me concerning the
receipt of dissident litereturs at new addresses

Rl e |
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sent into MPC, A fow have expressed concern that
Lthere moglit be a “leak” o eitler (ar botli} MPC
gnd DPC. Let me ascure yvou that both Richard
and I have been guite aware of the potential prob-
leras and possible breachies in owr secwrily and
Lhat we bolll have been wualyzing Ue sitaation,
inetituting new procedures 1o some cases, studyving
alteruate ways of processing certawn data, and
vesligaling Lie valious ways that tlese other
mailers can obtain new addresses and change.of-
addresses. We hope to report on our study in one
of the next few Aullefins. AllT can say at thiz time
is that we are doing 2]l within owr pawer to ingure
the security of ouwr name/address file. Sutlice it to
say Lhaf there are several ways outside the orgorni-
zationn — totally legitimate and legal — that mai.
lers ¢an use o obtatn vour merr addrespes, 1
hesitatle even Lo mention these techninuea leat dis-
gidents who don'’t already know them somehow
learn about them from this Bulletin!

Corporate Forma Dasign Committee

Our “PT™ kits are at the printers now and wiil
be inscrted into a specinl three-ring binder,
cntitled “Comorate Statinnery and Forms", along
with the spees anpd polivies on ather Lypes of sia-
tinnoery. Our work on the PT speeos was interrupted
slightly by emergency work we had to do on
anlber brand new letterbead [or che "Anbagea-
dor International Cullurs]l Foundalion™ Bul we
have wade solne progress on the "“Uarner ‘Led
Arnmlrong” stulisery bou, sind we ure nuw jo (e
process of wstablishing certsin standards for
"Ambassador Lollege” and "Worldwide Church of
God” wlabwuely — specifically, steadordizing on
paper types and type fonts for these two corpora-
tione Present plans call for the immediate cessa-
tion by Purchasing and Ceutral Stores from
purchasing any more 20% and 50F rag content
bond prpers and envelopes, and only to order the
No. 4 aulphite for regular stationery and the No. 1
"Hippletone” sulphite for executive stationery —
when the present supply has been exhauvsted by
executive use. We have also selected from among
the rumerous ArC and WG letterhends the ane
for each corporation that geems to be the most
popular, to standsardize on ~ al least termporzarily
until we have sufficient time to inveatigate thor-
oughly entirely new desizns. As final specs become
available, we'll send them te all holdera of the
“Corporste Stationery and Forma” manual for
insertion,

That's it for this time. Hope vou all had a profit-
ahle and enjnynble Unleavenad Rread Fennt!

-~ Benfarmin A Chepman

T e T
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY —
A HELP TO PRDSPECTIVES

While we talk of chango in Gold's Churely — of
matiing — wi aced to remernber chan A dargn
percentage of our peaple are new. I we're not
carcful, wr can vosily forgel thou 1ncse people
want basie, Bindamental Christianity — just as we
all did when we Orst came inkto God's Chuaech.
Rommchew they believe God iz calling them intn
Hiz Church — and that iz csoiting ns well a8 g
tittle seary a3 they begin oo swim against the tide
of nociety. [ think we need to remmembor that prls
tine awe and respect we had e the Hrerature and
even the ministers God had sonn Lo ceach we, when
we first eamne nto the Church, We cun get so
“mature” that we can torget what we reedoed whon
we {irsl were being culled.

One bixok I have found Lhat prospeclives seally
relimh - and seems to energlee dhem noge Lhsn
any ather (oulside the Bibled s Mro Arstrong's
Autvbiography, YWhy'! Because oo o base, 1L
axpluius healing o explains Lhe Sahbath, faith,
the Church — all by cxample. S new pérson
relates very stronaly to e, Armstrong's slep by
step growing into grace and krowliedge. e nrdear.
stands the doubts, the mistakes — and the overall
conviction Lhat God 8 working a purpose in his
life. Ile iz inspired by ibe nterventions and
ensouragsd by the results of simple, child-like
trusting in God.

The book captures the grass-roots Christiznity
we all experiencad when we came into Gad's

Church. Most ol Jhose whio read YVolume [ want
Vol [T — nnd do they wont ib! 1008 not voeom-
mon to hewr prospectives or aew membors saying,
“1've read Volume [ two or three times, When s
Mo, Armstrong going to do Volume II97

Another thing the Autohiography does is to
make people famithar with Mr Armstrong's loy-
abty ardd faith, amd how Dol has used hiem Tt
capmires the basic spint thaet built this Waork, |
would ke to gae oomade wore available to pro.
spectives, and [ owsi that Yoluoe 11 somachow
could be vompleled, Wisat could be more encour
aging and constrnetive ta nese nanple, who now
have vontact switly miinisters who baven™ hod con-
tact with Mr. Armstrong and thease foundatianal
avents, than oo read nf the struggles and hattles in
thue Jittle grans of mustend seed prowing i a
Worldwide Work.,

Whaen T Orat cama ints (ol 'a Chieche 1 rebishad
hearing abeatt hew e calleges begon and personal
anecidotes about Mro Armereong. These things are
Lecanmnng =ecend, L, esen loureh haodd bodaye, ©
think the Adtobiograpny captures that pinsdaecting
tirst [ova that s not sophiaticaterd, hut chitd-like
ity tmsk that Cod will provide, And we can't
emphasize thal encagh, becacse that's what it is
all ahant.

— Ao Daan
Woweastle, N.SAN., Australia

THE “"ONE-ON-OMNE” SYNDRQOME

The Bible rertaimly teaches R we shoudd have
a ona-pn-one” relacionshop wicth God. Bus faithtud
miniaters wha use thiz cxprossion hove o toaly
ri#ferent coneept it nind than hove cortain ones
wha left the cvganizaricn. T us, it simply menns
thitt cach Chrstiar has dirccn, gersimad condae
with {rod.

Buot some wse elwe o vl soe’ oot [y meun
Lhat every hellever not only has a direct relation-
shup with God, but shat be can oy-pass the author-
Uy westod i Goad's s lurs.

HAocording to this cuncept, they teach that God's
wumsters bave interpnsed themselves as “medi-
ators” hetween Cnad and the heliever. What it all
bolls down to 18 “chuseh guthoriey” Ly wrongly
asserting  that the ministers are "mediators”
twhich we definitely ave net) chey theraby coua.
vingg some that they don’t have to look to o

a2,
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“chey" those whom Christ has set in authority in
His Clurch.

I believe the Devil is trying, insidiously, to inso-
werte his salanic "no sutlority” dueelnine wlongside
this “ene-on-oae' concept.

There 1= nothing wrong with the expression
“nne-on-one, bt the danger i the subillc nsinu.
ations which have aceompanied thiz concept. It is
diaboliea! for wmvorne W freviruade that we minis.
Lers have placed ourselves as medintors betwesn
God and His peaple.

is the “one on onc” concept unbiblical? Ne, not
if rightly understood,

Bul vo the no-aulburity -in-uhe-chureh coneepe
which las been oetersd alonpride i is very dia
baacal, Hellevere do have direct access to (rod:
“Let ws Llierelore come beldly unte uhie throne of
prave, ihiat we may obtain mercy, and find prace to
help i time of need” {lleh, 1:16).

Other scriptures show  Bal we are now Lhe
begoiten sans of God and, as such, have direct,
pereonal access to the Father,

Tven Christ faughi us Lo pray "our Faler
which art in heaven,” and this shiows tlial all of us
have guuoss to thet great Being whe sits on His
high heavenly thione, with TTis hands e the con-
truls of the whole universe.

Bach person does have direct, intimate aceoss 1o
God, and does not need o go through any Aeron
mediator, go-hetween or intermediary such as “the
virgin Mary"” or anyone else. “For there is one
Cod, and one mediaior between God and men. the
man Dheist desis™ (1 Tom 2:5).

Perhaps those of us {myself tocluded) who have
naed the axpreasion "one-an-nne” have not fully
prabived the falae doclhring] tdess being irstnnated
alorng with this expression. Satan has misesed this
“onc-on-one” concept (ast like he wiimized che
wame of Chrire) but he always pitta a pwernerfed
twist on its meaning — to deecive people into
rejecting the Government of God.

‘The insinuations which have all ten ofien
gccornpanied Lhe “une-cn-ooe™ concepl are as (ol-
lews: Aruman beings should naot excreise auvhorily
over lellow church members. "1'here should be not
hunwn-exereised gelfonty ur gevernmend I lhe
Church of God.

datan well koows thal if he can gel people {0
tarew mside “churell govermiueni” lhen he can
lead them into ever-widening, ever-decpening
paths of exro.

CUne of the proponents of the Just-vou-and-{iod
concept recently made the fellowing comment;
“There axe those whe demand that mankind jweeds
Auman mediaters o direcl them te church orga-
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nizations, or to the ritual of circumeiston, or @
boptism ... Al 8 person must presently do 15 to
gimply put his complete trust and feith i Jesus
Christ. Such a person aviomatically bas w direct
one-pn-one relationship with the Father, through
Christ, no matter to what race or to what church
gronp be helrmes” Presmghty, accarding 1o this
reasening, all who accept the name of Christ are
irue Christinns,

But the tearhers of this docrrine insidionsiy
insinuate that God does not set various ones in His
Church for the purpoese of admonishing, eorrece.
mg, and refinze over tho members of $the Church.

They woulil have you helieve that apnstiss,
yprophutls, evangelists, pastors, eldors and deqcons
erther do rof exesi in the organizational structure
of God's Church, vr else Lave ne euthority what-
EGEVEL,

We are accused of estbting up “human medi
ators” when we tell tlhe brethiren o follow Che
ministers s we follow Clwizl, But Jdide't Prul say
*Be ve followers of me, even gz | saleo am of
Christ” [T Cor. 11:1)7 Tid not Paul tell Thnolly,
Titus and the other evangeliste and elders under
him to excreise loving authority in order to avoid
divizion, chaos and disintegration in God’s
Church? )

God's Word cominands; “Obey them that hove
the rude over you, and submit yourselves: for they
walrh for your souls, as they thar must give
account, that they may do it with joy, and not
with grief: for that ia unprofitahle for yeu™ {Heh.
1307

1 Corinthianz 12 end Ephesians 4 elearly reveal
thot God has act ministers in His Chareh — ta
terch, admonish, and {when necessmry) Lo o),
and to rele in Joving wisdom, "And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets, end some, ovange-
dsls; and sumne, pastors and teachers: For the peer-
fecting vl Lhe saints, for the wark of the minigtry,
for the edifving of the body of Christ” (Eph.
4:11, IZ).

The New Teslamen! clearly teaches that Gaod
ordained {through the hand of men) other human
beings nto his mnistry, and gave them autfiorisy
to refe His Cloarel in bove and in wisdom.

Butl nowhere in the Mew Teslament does it ever
tnsininte or imply thal such ministers weic
“human mediators.” There v bul wne Mediaior,
Jests Chorist.

What then are God's ministers! “We are sei-
vernts, overseers, helpers,” Gods mimsters do not
bave dowminien over the faith of the bhelisvers,
YJeaua (not man) iz the author and finisher of owr
farth" {Heh 12:2).
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We ministers are servants, overseers, shepherds
— instructitgg, guiding aml encouaraging  (hod's
pecile - polntiog Liem constantly toward Christ
- helpwng chem aleng the puth toward God's
kingdom. ) _

We are nof medintors, nor have we aver claimed
Lo bel “Nod for Lliat we bave dwninion uver yaur
fanhy, but are [IELMERE OF YOUR Jov. for by fmich
G Geadd ye stant™ {11 Cior. L:34),

Hawve God Lrae miniaters ever tacght that His
reople could not enter the kingdom of God unless
they want to God throweh us — using lis nministers
as medfators? Absclutely not. We consbantly poind
God's people to His Word, to Christ — and away
fram aursefnes! But we know that Gead's penple
neerd to be guided, directed, taughi, admanished,
corrected and helped o every night way possible,

Yes, we belleve in a “one-on-gne’ relabionsbhip
with Gud, Bul the Liblical eonceot of such a direct
relationship with God does #0é by-pass His minis-
tevs Theve ars many deceivers whe would have
God's prople thutab *heir noses al His idnistes,
do their own thing, and utwerly vrefuse to "abey
Liwm who have Lhe rule aver you”

{rod doos not fedeh the Just you-and-God dea
— the pancept rhat memhers shonld hy-pass His
ministers. Grod places His mioisters in the Cliurch
toe teach, correct (af neccssary), cncourage and
paide His Lille ones info His Kingdom,

We are ministers, servanls - oot mediolors,
When we use Lhis Yanc-nn-one,” extra-biblical fer-
minciogy, ket 0s make aure we understand it and
use 1L nghtly,

— Raprnond F, MoMair
PT/GN Senior Editor
Pasndona

PHOTOS — aAND CHANGE

Take down o photo album of vour children —
thay are a lot of fun to look at, aren’t they?

Whal parenl doeesn’l geb o "kick™ vub of seuing
the way his child locked months and years agoe - -
53 a bahy, prewchooler, Lhird grader, and sa on.
The feelings evolied are generally positive onea
amusement at the childish antics bronght ta mind,
fond memories of that camping frip, the ouling to
Llie Deach — aned Lhen 2 deep sutislaetion al tle
growth acen in the child.

Fut what parent leoks at the picture of his teen-
ager when he was only three and fecls fike vidiconi-
ing the wav hia child ats, playved or maybe
seribbled on the walls? Or what parent, with a
nearly grown son who has become the star on a
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ol baskethall team, has teelings or repulsion
A regrel at how awkward Lhe Doy was just Lwo
yeurs boefore? Might nol e gring or even chaclde o
litLic. whon he reeells the boy who was proviously
all thumhbs and knees? The real pleastes, mayhe
even o gbtle pride, s with the maturing, growth
and development he ean see,

Jur leelings albwnst the chenges in Goad's Chioreh
st ld be the same as a parent viewing his child's
progrece, Chanpe and growih are expected and are
a vauae ol elation and joy. Changes in the Chureh
shiould alsa be a souree of salislacioen o us, Jusy
as a parent doesn’t veflect in a nogaiive woy on b
child's past childishness, neither soouid we reftoct
ioa Lotally negabive way wn the Uhorchs pasl
“enildlshmnags

Our camments about change, growth, and the
wiy te Chorch used 1o do Lhings can casily be
Laken ux slams and as being derogatory if we are
not caraful, WWe don 't ridicule the New 'astament,
Chorrely fur its (ack of undersbandioe in cerlain
dreds — and aeither show!ld we ridicule ourss!ves
for oLe past stpamaturities and faunlts, The past at
FASE pives us somethitlg to compare wikh s¢ we
Caee gee our growtll m clearer perspeclive and ds s
chsnes te learn lrom svparsience what may oot
have heen learned otherwise,

Frasibly some of rhe osfabilily some members
imve fe't ia e Lo whal we have said abinat onr
past approach in many aveas — and virnally tear-
ing it apart rather thon belpang them renfizng it was
Loarage in our geawth rowart marc inalariny.

Moavhe we ean help our eongregatians to gEn oa
lietle, or even chuckle, when we all look at the
“phutes” of the woy we were, nndd foel o grent desi
of satisfaciion wt the growth we ran are - and
lonk forward fo even greater matusity i othe
futuro.

— frfarvin L. Grreens
Muncie. Indana

ADVENTURE OR TRISLLATICGN?

Whoen wus the lasl dme you worked wpr o good
wweal” [mewn, what dil yon gel deipring wel with
porspication? O vou work ouab neog gy ance w g
while or eotoy a vigorows game of basketball or
handhall, veu know how good it feels to get your
Iitowdd moving and your hrow @ost. 1 think there is
nothing quite like sharing a cold beer in the locker
oo after a taxing workout. This article is not to
get your to join the YMOA or the lacal health elub,
L want to make a point about cur approach Lo our
lives in God's Church,

Tt's amazing the derication and effort many par
into winnhie & garae, either actively as a4 partici-
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paol or vicariously as o spectator. When an ath-
leie pits hie skall against another eihleic, or
agansl the waid, weves, ur even a mountain, we
cell il wdeendare. However, when s Christiarn
strugpgles in & lfe of overcoring we call it frébula
frorn, e smplisses on Lhe former o on Whe bupe of
vickory wr accomplizhuiend while the eniphasiv on
the latter is on euffering or pereecution.

1 thirk tihie Work ol God i Uhis age s Lhe
grealest adveulure i wlich anveoe vould ever lw
involved. The world e the arens, afl are specia-
tors, and we, the elect, are the participanls or
athleftes who have answered {he call o bogin
training for the fImsl round. If we male 1l wa win a
crown. Mot o gold medel, or & shapshat W & hews
magazine, but a erovn of life and our name wot-
ten iu the book of life

Millions as aspiring athletss are willing to
endure back-breaking workouts, long hours of
fatipne, and a coutine of hard work to make it into
a race 1 am not the first to think of this analegy,
of course. Taul was not insensitive to the saper-
stars of his day (T Cor. 9:24.26). 1 fee] we need to
inspire those in our cherge to look at the future —
tranmatinc as we know it conld he — not az a
tribnlation, nife with persecution, bnt as a ekl
lenge 1o accept, und ws an adventure io train for
and i be excited about. We need to be on the
ntfense rathey than on the defense. We need o he
docrs and nol just heowrers whe tremble st the
thoupht of trinle and olstacles

Why m il thal when & man puts his life on the
line for a physical poal we call 1t adventure, and
yet if it is a spiriteal geal we think of it &s tribule-
tien?

Years ago when 1 was an aclive skydiver, 1
looked 2t the risks it involved as elements enhanc-
ing the challenge of the sport. I took the gport of
skydiving seriously, tespecting the organlzation
and those in charpe. I knew my eguipment and my
abilities. But when it came down to why I jumped
out of an airplane, T guess you coubd say that 1
enjoyed the adventure of it. I not advoeeling
that we take up some dangerous sport, I'in saying
that we are already involved in the greatest adven-
ture ever to be entered. If we look at it as =
challenge and an opportunity to develop skill and
ahility in the areas that reelly count, trie spirita-
ality and character, we will be able 10 go ahead;
noet with uncerteinty and fear of the future, but
with conviction end determinatior Iike a dis-
ciplined athlets.

— Larry Greider
Toronto West/ Barrie,
Ortario, Cansde
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INRUT RE: "TO BAPTIXE QR
NOT TO BAPTIZE?™

T baptisin question i the Mucch 11 Bollelin
by Dennis Dieh! was very interesting to me. I can
remember sermona an repentance, haptisma, the
laving on of hands and other sermeons in which
mitsters would wade through the basic ductrnines
listed in Ilebrews G. I would like to see sonte input
as Tlenmis snpprsted

I've had {he pppurtanity to assisl three differen
Chureh pastors and have discussed the subiect of
repentance/haptism with several others. Al of the
men 1 aasistod had entively different appranehes in
their baptismal counsellings. Some ame of the opin-
1on that simoking st e stopped Lelure e lasn,
while athers feel you can quit smolting faster with
the help of God's Spirit. Tve heard of stories, for
erumple, that onc minister required n oecouple of
feliows to sell thew motercyeles befure thoey couwld
be baptized; ancother minister would give sciipta-
ral knewledge tests, for years same required
worren to stop wearing make-up belerc baptism;
my wife had o write 3 biographical shecch of all
her sins and look up all the seriptures pertaining
to those sins {after comnploting the assignment she
was told that she atill wasn't ready) and, (I puess}
msl of Lhie was dune ander the direciion of Mat-
thew 3:8: bring foridt fruits beflivting repeniange.

I remember when I was a freshman in Coliege
that some students had a hard titme getting hap-
tiged winle olher studenls secmed Lo get Che mat-
ter taken care of in a few hours. The word soon got
around as to which counsellor would provide the
easiest and the faslest route to bapciso, During
my sophomore year, it seemed to me that the
freshmen werc having an glter calling. And when I
askod onc of the counscllors abour it, he teld me
that sometimes (God waorks this way,

To guote the editor’s oole alter Derims’ com
rmenls, “requirements for baptism are simply real
Godly repentance and trae belief” Since the min-
isvers are the ones who must determine if A peraon
has the gift of Godly repentance, 1 wich there were
8 more unified opininn and agreement in practice,
It doesn't seem proper that the most important
sten in an individual's 1ife s handled so diversely
and 5o radicslly.

My present cpinion is that repentlancy inphies
Yehange.” And we deal with change in a physical
realm and in a spiritual realm. We make a dis-
tinction befween bad habits and character faws
Il iy dillicull {fur me Lo think & parson who really
knows whol salvation is and undorstanda Cod’s
plan, 35 ready for beptism while: he is A sfave o s
rolled weed,

The Sechick Control Cemter aids hundrcds of
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peaple in pnitking the ngly hahit of smcking and
mukst o Lher are nob repenting to gel bapoized.
Hundreds of people lose hiindreds of gounds by
juining ihe Weight-watchers, the Y.M.OA. or
other programs. hysical chunges can be made
hetore heptism that don’t reguire Cod's Sphrit,
mhowing up at A meeting on Saturday natesd of
Suinduy, nut cubing unelean miesis, Jusieg weglst,
stopping the swoking babat, are all physical
changes. 1he spiritual changes or the porfection of
o'y chorpetor docs reques God'a Spirdt. Appar-
ently, the Church policy was subject o the inter-
pretation of Uee Chich pastur, I'd Lke Lo see suie
more inpat on thiz subject,
Josean Taach, o
SBan Lus Okispeo, California

MOURE ABLUUT CHANGE
PRIQR TO BAPTISM

The recent eomments thont baptizing someono
who 15 smoldny Lroaght some further dhoughts (o
ssech, Db Dag certalnly been my wndlersiaucditag that
a persab doesn 't necessarily have to overcoms this
prehlem prinr ten bhapbism However T leel Lhere is
1 matter of balanee that needs o be oxercised. IF
wi baptize vveryone whe s suill smoking, we could
easily baptize & lot of upconverted people. | guees
that's ahwvicus!

Fanking back, T'm sure many will remnombier the
list, of “lesl poinis™ o minkster would cover widd o
baptiginal counselee. In the process of maturity as
a Church o minlsury, we caime Lo realize it was a

mutter of affifede, not o physical het of poings ot

physical adherence. I'hat was the other extreme.
Bal tet's uot Tel our geeseal approachs ecoaee ao
gxtrome.

What { mean is this. Some peande walk o good
fight — they any the right words, but Christ susd,
“Hy thew {ruits you shall Enow them,” The fius
of & repentant attitoede are Bownd to manifest
themselves in at least some physical changes. 50 1
try ¢ he snre a person is showing soma of thess
fruits, bud T dan™ po throopl o Iong Lisl,

Actually, by the e the average persem
requests baptisi, he pretty well understands what
the Chiurvel teaches, and the prnister ety well
knows whai the person b5 deing. I really ouly
takes 20 minutes or i#o to determine the depth cof
the individual's repentance, amd maybe nos that
lnng

An, hack to the smoking aspeet. Many have said
they cauld avercome it if only they had God's
Spirit. MMy peraomal obsorvation hns been that
many m this ealegory {probably nf beast half} do
ne? averenme the problen afier baplisin, Olhers
have, This shows the indbviduol swas ol Lraby
Aning his hest to ovoreome the proetem, ard untd
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he does, God et going tu do it for him, L feel that
& person olght to really make a sincere effort, and
thoen ifif sppeara he just ean't do iz on his own, he
should e baptized. Could it be some people
haven't really counted the cost? Mavie they put
thewr eigarertes before God. Mozt peaple will quit
tobtuero if they wand God’s Kingdom mare admit-
Leddly, some are just bocked hopelessly, and must
have culzide help.

As to how Lhes jthes with ool needing to el &
porsan evorythine that s expected of him prior Lo
baptism, Vve Foand ahiat 00 essally ennes o any -
way, 'Ulie ndividusd briags @ oup, Bul it highis
passible it would not necessarily cotme up. [ think
we need ta fuee this Loo, however, Same witl aay.
“Why dinn't ¥eu tell me more about what was
expecied beloie vou Laplized me? Ths coud
bappen if we niake the presentl approsch an
cxryeme. T do feel what U'm saving {5 in agreament
with what Mr. Armatrong said — irs zimply a
masler of balancod apolication,

There are several canses of gverweiglit. not all of
whickh are the individoal’s faale. T.ozr 13 3 mere
sthile thing whieh meenrs in degeees inoall ol s in
one way ur aoolher, Oroad leasl, 1t o comslanl
Fatile arainsl o, Smoking is a direer, obvious vio-
sabadr wf hae vlear Biblwcal poiocaple Lal we
should aoe nnisleeal vur bodies, T = abso 2o ollen-
alve, dwty hatt., In my miw] b stands out inoa
slghtly dillerent way (han moaddsrs ke over-
welghtt, altheuply PIL be tlie Jissl o owdindl dhiat
sennething ke ghatbony coull keap aoa out of Lhe
¥ingdom, too,

TE sowneds ke Ll fellow Deais woeniomgcd say
be reudy for baptisin, [Towsver, if he could easily
guit [meotionod as 3 pessibihiy by Nenms) and
knows it s not 2 gouwd thing Lo suoke, voglid we
zall thot real godiy repontance? D6 course. sone-
times vou have Lo give someone the benelit of a
doubt, in which case the responsibilizy vests on
thelr shouldors.

I case U'm out on a limb, [ for one welcon:e
strong  disagresiment. Paut praciwed o whern
neadad, [ halisve in Fact apdd di])in'l‘l_.‘at'yl toen, bt az
fellow munisters and men, we olight 1o he able 1o
apear nufou Beile, Thaet™ moneh Twdler than pri-
vareww harhoring eur private mminions abork each
oiher and vhout various matters, ds we rended to
davin the past. T gomesne wants to luhel me “CCT
(remacrvabive clod), T'd rather he did ir bersonse of
my direst statements, rather than heeanse of
rumars he's heard! Also, cspressing the varioos
sieles of an msue helps all of s o dotber see g
hulaneed verspuorive.

Larry Nnff
Austin-Waeo, Texas
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TAKING ANOTHER LOOK AT TAKING
PASSOVER WINE V5. ALCOHOLISM

1 would like co show another side of thie subject
which ] think will show a profound insight into
God's character that we may be overlooking
regerding the question of an alcobolic taking the
Pasiver wine.

Ie (zod o God of rituale? Is (zad stymied in His
plan hecause man — His childran — s ineapaci-
tated to follow a prescribed act of alleplance? Is
Christ going to hold us to a pre-requirement we
cant fulfill due to illness, or emotions or
incapacities just because of a symbol? God forx-
bid.... God iz a Father and waniz to give us His
Spirit and His Kingdom and will bend over hack-
warrs to see that it comes to pass i onr gitifiede is
right. All He really requires of us is an obedient
attitude which can be shown in olher ways if
necessary, Chaist said, Come unto me and 1 wil
give you rest . ..

How ecan God give na that reat if He does not
make allowances and exceptions for each individ-
unl where necessary, just as any human Father
wotid. This ssuc of the Bulletin would nol hold
all of ihe sreeplions God, throogh Clins!, bas
mude for certain circumetences. As an examplo,
Mavid, when he was hungry, fook the shrwhread,
which wae unlawful, Aleo, the prieste laboring on
the Sabbath (Matth. 12:1-H}. The acripture says
in Leviticus 23 that all chould fast on the Day of
Alonement, bui can we believe thal Chrisl
intended the dying or the sick to fast” I think not.
That command was for able-bodied individuals to
reslize the need for this fast. The command was
for those, wha by attitude, would not obey — 1o
to foree the imcapucilaied, Would we as Falhers
forern a gick child to fast, knowing his condition,
just because we had sel 8 law Dased on normal
conditions? Scmehow I feel that God is more
understanding than that,

If we, a= being evil, d¢ good to those in necd,
how much more would God our Father? Whar
about the cormmand to attend the Feast of Taber-
nseles? Would God expect the dying, the disabled
and the aped fo travel hundreds of miles that
woirld surely harm them, just to see that every
hving soul attends? No, T don't think an. If oor
God cannot give a man Hie Hely Spirit and main-
tain it wilbout the act of drinking wine at the
Passover where there is reslly a lsgrlimale reason
for ahetalning, such ar this rare ease in quesiion,
then 1 think we limit God as some of the religions
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of Choist's day <id! Even in Acts 10 it shows Low
tka Haly Spirit was given in an axceptions] way
because of sincers prayer, We find also in 1] Kings
5:18 an example of a ennverted man required to go
inte n papan temple with his master hecauze he
waz a slave. Was the slave to absolutely say No,
and die, or ask Gods forgiveness and mercy
Lpcaune hie way i (here woder durese? His atlilude
hated it, but he was o slave ander oblipation to
geree his master, &0 he ericd out to Gad far forgie-
neas and God heard him.

Far a man to be commanded or made to feel
that his fesrs sre not genuine and thst he has to
take wine at the Passover, only contributes to hus
fears with a new fear of being thrust out of the
Kingdom of Gud. Thiz would Le cruel and unreal-
istic and oul of coplexi. with wl! Christ sbood for —
having mercy and not sacrifice. If this person
believed with all of his beart that Christ is the Son
of God, T could in all confidence make an excep-
Lim For hem of nol being atde-bodied or minded —
u vuse where the spirit is willing but the fiesh ic
weak. T Armly belicve that Matthew 316:19 autho-
rizes Lhe ministry Lo make Lhose rare excoptions:
“Whatzpever we (the ministry} hind on earth, it is
bound by Christ in heaven” (Paraphrased) — real-
tring that whatsoever = ool of faith woudd lurn
ont to he sin, and that enly Ged can give thae faith
such as would be needed for healing.

— Merbiers Magaoan
Puebin, Colorada

EX-ALCOHOLIC'S EXPERIENCE
AT FIRST PASSOVER

I have been reading with intercst ihe numeroos
letters in regard io aleohohics drinking wine on the
Pussover. Since there are a couple of former aleco.
holics in the Resedu congregalion, 1 asked one o
give me her [selings when she took the I'assover
last. year_ I believe we can understand her fears in
the text of e lelier which [ullows i we consider
1hat she had noi taken alcohol for sume ten years,
Her suceess served a witoess 1o her hushand, who
was sure she'd lose her sobriety (he is not & Toeem-
herl, and I fecl evidence that # is possible for an
sleoholic to take the Passover if done i faith and
B deep desire to be obsdient to God.

“Passover night, ¥ had a sort of fear, excitement
and deep desite to be cbedient. A few times 1
wanted to break and run. Instead 1 praved and
became engrossed in the attitude and action of the
foot-washing. Then the wine waz passed — I was
okay until the deacons setually got to me. Panic
seized me and again I wanted to run, I ellently
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velled vut Lo God — "Help, you prumised to sus-
Lt e I [ way obedmot]” { drank the wine
auickly, Al} T could taste wag the aleohol. Then
the instantanevus light-lieaded teeling and the
craving for ong mura drink. [ sost of looked arownd
to gee H anyoene was watching me. Then I
reminded God of my obedience and my lack of
nower. As Passover and the Feast of Unleaverned
Bread ended — so did my Aght with aleohal. { ne
longer nad the craving Tor one more. [ Jowever, my
knowledge of the situation and my own plvsical
state i2 that I would go through a similar experi-
ence every time T received Tassover, | now know
that God ts with ma”

This letter may be too lake 10 be of henefit for
this Passover, hut I'm sure there will he other
alcoholics wondering next yeat.

— Aobert Clopinger
Hesera, Cahtorma

MARRIAGE CCOUNSELING

I wanld guess thar moat mveryvane in the minis.
try wanid agres that marriage conrselings (and
the hopefizl salucinns to marrage problema) are
amaong the most chelienging, ye!t rewarding
reaponsibilicies of the ministey. T light ol the vory
helpful information wo've reccived recently oon
corning marrirge and merciage problems through
David Antion’s Pastoral Admiristration vise che
"MIET Tapes,” 1t like to menwon & couple of
rucent cxperienee I've had in which some of thoesg
ideas really proved helpful.

Cne marriage invoives a cuuple, bolh members
ol the Chureh fur four vouars, Thoey have Jiad prob-
lemng sinne their marriape some fiflesn vears ago
and have counseled ahout 1t several times since
they cane mwito the Cliurch. Unil vecently, st
advice has proved futile, exceptd to reduce tompers
frem & boid to a simmer. Now, with recent eforis, 1
am very pleased to note they are petting along
probably the best thoy have since © their honey.
moon was ovoer'

What didd T tell them that badn’t heen said
bofore?

Nothiang! In fact I lstened o¢ chem on saversl
veeasions lor a fotal of perhops ton hours. Lhe
husband cnce said “1 gness what § nead is another
good chewing out,” but [ gave neither of tham any
correction. My only advice was that it they weres
going to make any progeess, pach of them would
have to face the problzmn as LK his ar her respan-
aibility and quit worrying about whe did what ta
wha, and En seek and work out their nown shaort-
romings white weeepting the other “uas s

Aa it has tarned out the “Lesening technigque”
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has paid off; shey talked about their marmage and
[ listeoed, My prosence as a Lhird parly was the
catyhist fhey necded to help fthem bogm to Lston
bor gach vilive, ARV T Jocind 1L oecossas y (o oder was
ask leading questions about what they were trying
o get across and b kepl the comrversalion guting
real well!

Naturally, Y'm still holding my breath on this
ane, hut the progress so fay g very envolraging,

‘T'he other maorriape | reforred o mvolves a
snewber wlpse huslband s vt 0 the Chureh,
They have bean married for over twenty vears,
angl had an “average " relatiunslip belore she cane
m the Church, Lub it las deteiiorated since.
Accepting thelr mutual fovitation T spenl a couple
nf hours with them listening to thelr varinus
appraisals of thelr relationship. As it furned out,
the hushand had been fairly considerate of his wife
and tried not to eriticize hier religinn, et theoegh
the years a namher of grisvances had hiils ap rhat
he had rever mentioned to her, some very under-
atandable thar pertainad o her nver-resotions 1o
his ohzervanre of Xmas ete, and his nonabaser-
vanee of the Sabhat, ere | persondly apnlogized
ta him for some of what T wanld eadl s frean.
Livpary-conservative™ detions of yoears past.

I bave checked back with her on a couple of
noeasions sinec and she ngsurgs o things are
going much bactar,

[ conneclion with these two experiences |
would like Lo montion & persoaal obsecvalion: o
cerlyin gsilualivos critivism or correction direcled
ab ane male fusnally b Das been direcled towsnd
the husbandy, au the presance of the other imate
van bave a detvimentst olfeet. Do oveasivir 1 have
seen such “dispensation by the nunistry’ used by
the “unotfending' rnate as iaverage tn support his
or kot cause in future battle, asserting that "since
vou haven'l done whet the mintster sald, how can
yau expect me to vespect vou or do my part.” Tn
working with an already weak marriage, it seems
its uwsually necessarsy o Fesanstruct Lwo nidin
Luilding blocks of murriage = love znd respect.
And somatimes in rehilding respact it can b
eadiar for borh parries it that semetimes neceasary
criticiarm can be admeniztered on a4 ane-on-ane
hasis.

— Aobart Rauls
Girand Bapias, hinn.

LONG-TIME MEMEERS NEED
VISITING TOD

If there @& any group ol pepople reglecled by the
minigicry Lo ane degree ur ancther, Ul givap
probably consisis of LOND-TIME MEMEBRERS, oftan
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elderly anad sutnewhat inaclive when il conms Lo
Church functions and activities, Granted, thal
gtatement may not hold true 1 some areas, but it
dods seemn to describe a definite trend that has
taden place the last several veses,

As we g]]l know, prospective memher wisiting
cormmands a high priority as does the I'M follaw-
up visil wnd the baptivmal counselling wisit,
Another high-priority visit is the problem or crisis
vigit. And wsyally, just as in the business world,
20% of the peaple give you B of your “hisiness "
It seerns there iz always 2 “squeaky wheel” to
“greaae.”

A rertain defrer of contact with many in the
Church can be maintained through Spokesmans
Cluly, Youth Chubs, Rible Studiss, sports activities,
and Church siociala The above and many other
reaponsibilities seermm to take muore than ell cu-
time. Yol the reaponeihility to the faithful, Jong-
tiane member remains Generally, those in ihis
category have few I any problems and reguire
vary Littde allowlivu.

i would be safe to say that the number of
metnlers who have not had a2 mpuster “darken
Lhew deor™ for 4, D, or © years or more 18 greater
thuo el of vg would hike to thiuk, How muany of
us fven know all the names of everyons, especin’ly
the little old wideow, the "wall fiswer,” those who
are less well-off, less educated, and less outgoing?

Bome yRars ago, 8 metriber could expact & visit
from the mimster on a eemewhat frequent. basis.
In certain coases, the mintstry ungoubtedly was
gotually resented for hie too-frequent preseunce
and lhe feeling of being “checked vup on® tlied wos
generated. When this trend was recognizwd, the
“policy” of pot wsiting unless A request was made
wan instiluted. Neither side of the ditch is eorvent.

Ax reernt trends indieste, more of the long-time
members left the Chareh than did the newrer ones,
There are many reasons for this, of course, but onn
ressnn in many eases hae to be hacaose the indl
vidual had no rontact, relationship or rappnTt
with the minister. [f for no other reason than for
“inwuranes,” Jong-time metnbers aeed Lhe conloed
of the ministry. They need s rapport and the fas.-
ing that sommcone sti]) cores. With personal con-
tael, i weelid be reach ensicr for many do sdapt. to
the changes and understand the reasons why.

The "officie]” ministerial vistt is net what s
neaded. The easuel, social appreach fills the bill
nicsly. A genuing, relaxed rapporl will be esiab-
hshed. People will then autornatically relate 1o the
mimsier, bhie Churcly, and the Work.

Long-timae, Feithful members deserve & blue rib-
bon for the support and service thev have given
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thiz Wurk, In fuwei, they deserve a litdle presiige!

An inveslinent of feme now will pay rich divi
dends later!

— Fay A, Mepwr

Lkron &M & PM, Ohic

WHAT KIND OF FRIENL ARE YOU!

Seapeticnes it's painful to bave friends sn’t it?
The more closely vour life is linked with that of
another the more difficult it is te cope with any
deviaticn from the patiesn of beliaviour to widch
ot hawve become accustomed. If someone, Lo
whom vou are peractally very cloas, leavez the
Chineh — for whatever veason — 1t's very difienlt
to accept. With the Ioss of aver 2000 of aur hreth.
ren within the lagt vear or s many of us have lost
friends whe were extremely dear to ns. Beme
ihe minmiry koave found that sume of our closest
paAoeiates are no longer with the Chirrch — physi.
cally or philosophicuily. For one reason or ancther
ey huve been Letably aliensbed Tom the Chureh
in general

Aud L hurls! Dwep down inlo Lhe very
imnermost parts of our bemg e hurts, Many ol us
have wept buckets of tears (Hgurativety speaking)
wishang thwigs could be as they waed o e — 11
the “good old days." Buf they never will be. Times
ard circumstances have changed. It's a whole new
ball game now,

Haopefully, all of the major traums 1= now water
under the bridyge.

But it still hurts when vou see an ¢ld friend on
the street and you realize that you e longer have
the sume frame of reference, The attraction s siill
there — but somehow things are different.

God does say, "llow can two walk together
excenl they be agrend™

But he alse says, “A friend ioves at all times,
and a brother i3 hom. for adveraty”™ (Prov. 17:17,
HEVYL T don't love my friends any less because
they have left. T don't, in any way, fee] superior to
tham. T atill oonsider myeelf a friend and T puana 1
always will.

Bur, thut does nol mean 1 ogree wilhh ihair
position or their action. Tn most cages T vigorously
disagree! But I'm not poing io forsake them just
because I disagree. 1 they need me Pm going Lo be
gvailuble, This s the itime of their “sdversity.”
Thuy are the snes who are undergoing a severe
tral. Their beliel, their faith, their physical and
spiritusl securily, have, in many cases, besn
threatened and shaken. They are the ones who
bave been alienated.

Don't misunderstand (that's ot an aorder —
just g pleal). I'm noi so naive that L don’t recog-
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nize the fact that we have sviue inleral pruineus
vt to solve. But how can anyone help solve Lhen,
by leaving? ‘L'he place 1o resolve var dillieultion s
rigdae here in the arms of “SMMother Church™ (ef
Gual, 426y T den™ really care the nature of the
problems: or how miny theee may be, Heee [aiand
and here T fight

All right, =0 Lhat's » little melodramatic. Mayhe
it 12 aven somiewhat vnrealistic, Bus | oriean b
beliewe it's the righl course.

Let’s get Lack o thy wssue ol Lrendshup. | don'd
walll to b a "lalr wealher fciend.” [Tdoa't pick my
trwmnds Tor personad advuntape. [ select my friencs
hecause 1 dike them and appreciate Chem.

I think reod feiends shovld ke casdid 2nd hon-
ent with each other. [Docan't Cod oy, “Faithiul
arr the wonmds of a rend ™ T T'm wrong T
expect my friehds ta redl ne so to my face. Clhey
usually do'y. T dan’t appreriate a2 “#rienc” who
muntains a facade of friendliness to auy tace and
lears me down vo others bebhind my back! And
ceitlier di yon 3uch a persog s ol oa frend -
Le'ds a Judas!

“lhere are {riends who prefosd o be fnends,
it itrere i oA (rieced Lhae sticks closer Lo o
brocher™ (Prov. 1804, HEV)

{Inee o Trivrad, always o frlend. A separated
hrather” ~— nerhapa. Thie afrivave a feirnd!

I don't Lhink it's Chrstian Lo abundon a friend
the instant he or she beging to have 4 "probism”
— spivitual or otherwize I think that's the time a
person nesds a fpend most! James wrote, TTrre
religion  aad undesiled . is this...te  visit
orphans and widows [N rHEIR AFELICTHON .
Llas, 127, BV CGrranled, Mos o omoost abkely reter-
ring Lo phiysicad wdlliciion suely us sickaess But Je
principle the spirit uf that mekruction i
shuedinnly clear. People need hielp sehen they ave
dawn — not when they are at their “heat stats”
and riding nigh

Juraes alse wyote, "My hycthren, of oy ane
amang voir wenders from the trudth aad same uae
Lrings fim bacok, let hine koo that prh e vey
urings kack a sinner from the ercor of bis way wilf
suue s sotel from death and will cover a mult-
lede of sing"iT {Jus. 5:149, KHEAV)

Thrds traw rientdslip!

—- Brign Knowles
GHN Manayinyg Editor
Pasddsing

NFFOER: MORE SFIRITUAL PLINGH!

After reading Me Ted Armeteong’s lellar i dhe
March 11 HJulledin about preachuig sirong,
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dynamue aesages [rom the pulpids of God's
Church, all T eould doowas egjoice!

1 teal there has been a fondeacy of Late on tho
park ol sting bo mielleciuahze away some of the
boae sneat of Crol's Wond, | Lhiok soue ol ws Lave
tendad to think more upen vur Jnan reasonings
ayd Bow eloguently we can put lurliy the Gospel.
sathor dhao thinkig aboul s rocssape. Gol's
Word dassn't need aur arbificial dressing af i, it
simply needs to he written and preached with
lotal couviction As Ue Apustle Paul pui 5 “As [
Lelievy, therefore T spaak.” T hope that God's pege
mes” talnh has not hecome void through some of
ol phidesephies and knowledge “lalsely s valled.”

' guidty sy times, as others of us are, of the
same problem the Athenians were indulging in, As
Zuke explained, “For the Athenians and sitangers
which were there spent lew time in Gothing else,
bl either to tell, or to hear seme new thing.” This
trend hazs not ony 7een apparent in somie ser-
many, ar also in some of our Ltgrature and the
ministenizl tape prograin. [nooor quest to make the
(nspel more palatable, I'm afraid we™ve dilled
swome of the vazar sharp ecpes of Gad's Woud
Uod's Truth is to wenctvate theough people, yvet
anme of oy articles, I feel, couldn't alice through
warm hutrer ™ T'm wvery snevy if T aniad averty
coitical, but Tdo feel aur preaching of tne dynamin
mesange of Chelat has sutfered in setne aspects due
tr this recent infuvy of intellectuabisy T'm not
rhinwing atenes, T'm simply eepressing what T
hape will be same cdifving ideas, IF [ understand
my Bible correelly, Geod i anil! palling the “weak
and fonlish of the warld™ nat the peendn
intellectnals who | *eel we've neen catering to.
Mavhe ita my leel of grey malier. bue [ ohad
difiendty underatandivg the lateal ME T rreatise
in ‘he Brlfedn: "The Hasential Elements of
Fnith.” T toel thuaé some of oar texthook roeoomng
car emde away the deep personai meaning of
fuich. T knwow T're net alune in my leelings, 've
heard others cxprecs similar views, T don't moan to
Avouse or berale anyone. ] osunply {eel welve
swerveld oway fronm some ol vur nitial purposes, [
bBelieve that owe gy Dod's oioisters should be
snswerng  questions, nol moustenng Wemn”
Juesus Chinst called fisheruen and publicans o
preach His message beenuze they soukl sdeniify
with the mamnsirearn of society. Flease let's nol
lose oar abilily Ly relale Lo We inagsens,

Fau, warned the Corintbiang chat thev were
veering away lrom the “simphicity that is 1in Jesus
Clhrist.” [ lLope we wre puob guiliy of
mntelisctualizing away the stmplicity of Chrst’s
message,

.
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We, a3 Goud's miniaters, nead to get back to the
hadica: we nesd to show our congregations thse
we're firmly rented and gronnded in this way of
life. We muat show them our conversion is not
superficial! We need 1o take o long hard ook at
anr preaching, ceutring through the layers of cal-
lous that kecp as from improving, and start, if we
arc oot mlready, preaching and foeding God's flack
the “meat” of His Word. Paul realined the huge
commission that was pluced upen his showlders,
which 15 why he could make the fellowing state
ment; "WorE i unbe me, i ] presch not the (aos-
pel” And V'm positive he didn't preach it in a
weak, tasteless, flat, insipid way, Jeremiah wrote,
"“CURSED be he that docth the work of God neghi-
gertly” God glves Bis ninislry o two-fold com-
mission, 11 I understand Ezekiael 3 correctly. Mirst
he tells us to warn the sinners, or the world, and
secondly he Lells us to warn the righleous, who, if
my undersianding i= right, are the people of God,
His Church. We're to warn God's people about
sinning, which may al tines meen raising our
voices, jusl as if we were warning someons who
wag abonut to walk on thin ice. We're 1o keep God's
people strong it the Truth 1f we fail to do Lhis,
their spirifus! blood is on our heads!

Ciod’a neople in recent tima have been “hleaving”
ount for atromger sermona Lets give them what
they so desperately pecd — what they've been
hungering and thirating fov. Tve heard some men
say, “they don't know whaei they need” when
somrane soys that 1it's tantamount to telling a
starving Indian, whose stomech has protruded to
the shape of a watermelon, and whoe has begeed
you for o handful of crumbs, “Ah, you don’t know
what you need.” The illustration may be a bit
iramatic, bui [ think il gets the point across. Jesus
Christ. commands His people to bunger and thirst
after righteousness, so lot’s give them the benefid
of the doubt when they tell us they're hungry.

l gol tu writmy down so many of my feelingy
here thal I hope they muke some sense. © lose my
joh and 1 lpve God's peuple, and 1 continually pray
for you fellows, Lel®s gel logether and uniledly
deade to strepnpthen God’s people each week with
inspiring, encouraging, uplifting &od dynamic mes-
sages. Let's not take the ettitude that | heard ane
man express: that it's not our job ite inspire our
congregations because they should be able to
inspire themselves. This 1 & tragic attitude. It's
not detneaning, nor is it & sin 10 raise your voice
during a message, in fact it's commanded in the
pages of the Bible! It's not wrong, and it certainly
shonldn't be embarrassing to show our congraga-
tion true righteeus indignation and vet be able

also, with tear-glistened eyes, to preach a moving
sevinon on God's love, If a bian i% not capable of
showing to his church that he is emotichally and
wholeheartedly involved in his messuge (and God's
people can tell whan their minister iz moved}, then
maybe he is in the wrong job. Of course, T realize
there must be balance, but If 1 read my Bible
correctly the apoatles were men of hesrifult cmo-
thon, and they were that way beeanse they sirave
o Tollaw in the very footateps of their Sevior. Its s
shame if some aquate balance with noninvolve-
menl,

And as we collectively unile to pive more mov-
ing and meaty sermons, lel’s also leke o hearl
what we preach. I have found Lhai il s 50 sany 1o
preach, but nol to lsten. Reminds me of what
Faul vner suid, *“U'hou therefore whicl: teachest
another, tenchesl thau not thyself? Thoeu that
prEACHEST 8 man shouid not steal, dost thou
gteal?”

weil, I better end tlus now before I go off on
another subject. It sure has felt good to get some
of these feelings off my chest — it's besn a great
thrill talkdng to vou. Leot’s keep praying for each
other, and let's o vut and meet the chalienge of
being an affactive mintuter of dfesus Chril!

— FPetrick Giynn
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario

THE MANY FACES OF SIN

When did you last give to your congregation, or
1o ko ndividoeal for that mwaller, the defiuition of
sin?

We have always pit preat emphasis upon TInhn
3.4 which seys that gin ia the transgrossion of the
law. In ouir desives to prsve & peint concerning the
fart. that the law is not abolished and that it iz a
gin ta transgress it, 'm afraid some very vilol
points ore being missed in showing peopie the way
tn Christian living,

Many sermons have been preached pointing out
that ihe average Proteslund chiwerch member
dassn™t know ihe definition of sin. We proveed
then to pomnl cul thal, to them, sin 8 alecoholc
drink, deoving, cead playing ele. Whal poor 1gno-
rani creatures they wre — thev don™ even know
that the Bible pves the definition of pin m I John
§.4, Yeu, Lhis is true, but heve you ever stopped to
think that this is only e third of the truth, so to
speak, or maybe just one fourth?

We have bean so connerned about upholding
God’s law that 1 think we have greatly npeglected
poyne very important principles concerning it

Tiad you ever atepped to conaider that the Bible
gives four distinct definitions of gin? You may
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think, "0k vea! but they all have ko do with trans-
gressing the Ten Comuuandments. No, they defi-
mitely Jdo not, unless of eourse you lump all the
law inte one word — love. When wou do tns then
the points of the law are abotished and we are Lack
to Profestantism onee again,

What, then, is sin tn all of ite meaning?

Figar, let's yealize that sin basically falls inte
two hroad categories. Pust s the sin of cormenis.
sion. In this it is obvious we comrcit 4 crime — we
break a law by committing a forbidden act, are.
Thia iz tha sin we communly refer to which s
pointed out in I John 3:4. Another definition hav-
tg the saine haste meaning s found in ! Tohn 5:107
whirch says, “4ll unvighteousness iz zin? This of
conrse 2, 43 we all lkenow, another way of saving,
“Bin is the tranagression of the law " Since righ-
tronsnaegs ia the kesping of the commandments
(Pa. L151172) here, then, we hiave two vory distinet
definitions of sin,

[ aaid there warse fone, What are the other two?
Theae are the slns of amission and they may be, in
our chureh, the very neal dangerouas becaose of
emphasis sa painted son o earlise T da nne carall
personally in mwy 22 vaaw in the Chureh of hearing
a great donl of cmphaxis put upan this type of sin
committed in anr lives. Porhaps it s high time we
emphusised some of these things in slrong ser
mons.

Homans 523 &5 s0 very ofter bied oo 1 donn 304
Not voe Lime have I ever heard it relaled {0 James
1:17 or Bomane 14:20, Here then, wo hove aing of
omessienl. Does nel Romans G5 apply &0 Lhese
jusl gr much as Lo Ddobog 301 and G078 Thiese,
vhon, ave perbaps much more danperous o the
lives ol wll ol us Lhun Lhe former, Why? Heocause
wa are inuch mare conscions of the law i s Len
anajor peints, Here is whoele Lhe eiuphuss bas been
placed, Jamies 4:17 says, ™10 um thad Eoowetie Lo
i gomd and doedhs 1E gt L hin W s L s 2 s
for people not Lo pray for each other, bul how
juaky tunes 1§ emphasis pul on the tact thal they
are SIRNING f (hey dow'l! Jaies 4,17 leils ws wlnal
“pure reitgun’ s, To carry this ouf s doing guod,
How many people are told that they are sinning if
they dea'l du guwd? T Tunetby 2:10 tells us to
study to show curselves approved unto God, This
18 good and peaple koow that they should, buat arc
they made aware thar they are sinning If they
don't?

There are scores and scoves of direct statements
in the Bible that shew haw we can do goad, We ain
if we are not making every effort to carry them
sut. The faet that sin v involved ia the point that
reeds amphasie now az naver before!
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1t s wteresting to note n this connection that
Lhoser Chirisl places on Flis befl Gaod degenlied in
Mutthew 25:34-11 are guilty of sins of ovnssiony —
~NOoT oNE pownt of the law 18 mentioned us heng
Lok, They oy hisve bheen kezeping all Hie law s
the letter, at least, and yet they are lost.

Those placed on His right hand are those who
are 1ot guilty of the sin Jdeticed &y Jaoies 4017,
They are doing good by 1} Helping the sick 2]
Caring fov strangers thow often is this empha-
sized?) 3} Vieiting the sick 4} Visiting those in
prison. These, of aourse, are ouly & few of the ways
m which we can dn good. And they were snumer-
ated hy Christ which shows their tremendous
impertance in the life of the average trye Chris-
tian. How well do those of yout congregation icea-
sure up to being free of this sin?

“Whatsoever @ not of faith is sin" This is, as
shown narlier, o sin of omission. [ general, our
primary applicakion of Lhis has been with respect
toowffanding 4 weak hrather which Paul illusrraras
clearly in [ Corinthiana & L3 Thers ape many
ovher waws in which people may be eotmitting ain
in thia way a0 somre fhorough and compless
explanations of examples are in order, | am sure, in
oM ConEreEntions.

T T=aiah 532 we ave tald b0 “ery aloizd and
spare nor, showing my people their sing,” We
always relegate this soripture to “The Warld
Tomorrow program’” — speaking to the “world™ as
we lenn it T wonder if il doesn’u huve aomuoch
deeper muaning for us luday how much and
whal way sre owr people bewng shiown Lhew sus?
Arg we really “orying sloud aod sparing net,” ok
are we delivering the soff. smooth, oratorical ser-
st please the car lust owe olieud?

The blowd of suy people wlio fall it Lhe cale-
rory desgribed in Maithew 23 will fall on somae-
bodys lwead, Cowdd 1t by yours?

—_— Nupual Vo Pyle
Big Sandy, Texas

LETTER COMMENTS

fConAnned from peoe JH5)
loving lessnr to help ns pve more lnve ra others in
whaisver way it manifects itself Please, whenover
pozaihle send Gods children vour lopes ws Uiey
provide 113 with so much more than your broad-
SIS, -- Al Alunso
Lran Antonio, TX

Less Fortunate?

T wish to tell vou that hers in Anstralia we are a
huneeed per cont behind vou and pray that G
(loninoed on page X

Tamr T

Frtean-n
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THE CHALLENGE OF WORKING
WITH YOUTH

Ronently during after dinner conversalion with
twa families of teenagers, as the talk droned lrom
this woek's westher (o Jast vear’s mild winter, the
minister Tooked over gl 4 disoterestod 15-year-oid
and asked rather sbraptis, “How much do you
Luve to pay for an ‘upper’ at schonl? Gpen-
mouthed eurprise was delayed for & momoent and
the veriunctory respense was, " Two buaks can gel
A b epper bul theees atl peices and all kinde ™
Neectless Lo van, & vemy animated conversatinn fnl.
lowed, Stunned parents slured, eves honncirp
hack and fodh with tennx malch fstensity. "he
kids confessed to being tempted, bot saud thes
didrt really want to waste themselves on fhemn
and couldn’t afford them,

Orie feen later sunamed up bhe dinner convers,
tin 1his wave U1 don't know why, Dot before
tonite I juat fvlt he didn’ like v v geemed Mo
wmeme— vt her mintier) cared nbom us more”

Tesnlr: & informed paveris, 2 overy turned-en
teens and | minister GENUINELY INFERERTRD who
sturk ot of desnestie and coclesiastieal glue on b
Beapte.

It is this 1vpe of genuine inlerest, which seens
seem o haove an uncanny sixtdh senee dor (ot w
juar ane of e vidal Beredients i deteranag
voubh's fulure refalioonship with the Church,

The ehadivnpe of working wich voutd confrant-
eacl naunisten. Some ake (o a0 naturally and enjod
chee chiallenpe, Olhiery view Uie chimdlenpe as a guane
that doesot coany, “the sport thaf they never
reably DRed amyway,” or e tallest grape thiat
war most assuredby sour” Much as ey weuld
ke Eo, the challenge of youth eannot he talked
away. As has heon stated mahy timcs in osevora.
different fashions -~ “"Kids are gonna get tneir
knoclky anyway - why try? "Ein not the {ype o
ool with yvouth activities.” "'I'm & preachor, not o
yrsth divector ™

Yet, lot’s look at our vouth sitnation anrd «ee
why 1t's nol ooty a challenge but a crucial link
tliak aflecls tle health and the future of the local
church.

First of all. patting it simoply, sowr Bids maks
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sonr families and families are all your ehiureh s
anvway. The vouth cannot be treated us a sepy-
rate prablem whese il affects go unfeit, Naturully,
it woirld he easy fa sny, "They're a separale
hassle.” But, as ibh any human eflorl thers ix a
ramples interdependence. Eosily disrnissed and
hrpmssil, the yemth probiem could rotade as o lar-
off  sutellite, unimportant  and  unnolicesble.
Rut...

Armazing as I may seerm. lhore ae approxl-
rately 70,000 leenagers alleoding church services
goross the UR, and arcund 1he world o any given
Habbalh, Viewed negatively — perhaps from a pas-
(o whiv s suore than bos shave of tesn prrohleins
— b group mght be regarded o3 just that many
more mugraine headaches with which the choreh
STILESENRFIETI

Yel wviewed positively, this group of young
peuple are in renlity a vast pool of prospective
members. Thev are a potential “second harvest"
that, if effectively dealt with, can he consolidated
intu thousands of widitional units of stahle ehurch
membership in the months and years ahesd.

Hy aceepting the challenge — and it aasuradly is
a challenpe! — the perennial fruit of our effores
today would he the additton of incressing numbera
of young fannly unita to the Church nf God, and
there would be the additioral benefit of the infer-
riouz apirit of hope and optimism inhorent in o
groun whn had been properly motivated and dealt
wirh in rhe impressionable and difienl Leen yeurs.

No Automatic Clout

The members feel dhey have an obligation Lo
limrens 1o you, Depending upon your sbyle uml pree-
cnee, they feel to one degree or uwnother an
inzrained loyalty fo Lhe Churell, T'eens, on the
ofher hand, Teel litule obligalion. Oh, Lwy know
vou're o minister, but they haven’d learned pusi
huw “imporiant”™ you are vel, ‘T'he chalienge s
veurs, By virlue of colorful gpeaking charkoms or
personality yeu can muster the huwman tools and
methods o make Lher assoctabion {and that’s all
iLoagd with you and wilh the Chuich at lessl not
nagative and hopefully pleasant.

I'he key word w "LARE Mot “ecare” a5 m v
care tlr T've got a cold,” "1 care because you
hrote can make a lof of migraines’” or "I care
because ' supposed te” But connern that is
manifested by PERSORAL INTEREST. Just Ohoeist
like “forbid not the kids to come unto me™ inter-
est. So what If you've got & youth conrdinater who
does the leg wark? We can still be at the youth
campout. We can still dunk a faw heads at the
lake. We can still try out the skis, toss a few
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snnwhalls, sinp somea songs (that aren't ciera 1940).

Another word which beeomes cruclal is "GEN-
THINE" Not genuine mistrist or ganuina super-
cilions patennizing patier buot genuine interest.
Yes, you've got to be honest. Kida are in the scage
when they trink they nan oo through everything,
Whether they can or nnt (althongh they onn he
peneirating) isn't the problem. Sinee they thinz
they're grown uap, try to trent them with 8 healthy
fdegree of peer level convevsatinn., Thay ran
respondd with originehity and froshnesa and per-
haps be a little too clever far yoar Try it

OF course, PROGHRAMY Ave esfential. Ta a large
degres Lhey shoulld be self-aetivated. Their ideas
coupied with your owmn ar the conrdinater shonld
he encouraged. Then retivitiea shanld he planeed
with ac least some degree of repularity or con-
gistemey. Thia is aof r scy they muat be
FRAQIIENT, just planned an that the trens have
a feeling of belonging.

The sad thing with the whele youth problem is
tnat ib's oflen viewed with nonchalanece anid indif-
ference. H instead we could view the situstion as
one with many positive benefits, we wouldn't then
Lhink vl them os leenage brais, but 25 near sdults.
They are porentially very solid menthers.

The fact that Gaod calle is undeniable, but the
humnan faccor in Wb cull 38 equaily undenihile.
When we consiler the numbers of these teens
wha, after coming of age never darkened the doors
of the chiurch ogain, or the nunber of older teeny
who were sons and dasghiters of PMs who, after
coming 1 or ¥ times never showed up again, we
must pause and ask — could we have done batter?
Could we have created a warmer and more enthu-
siastic environment? Could we have had better
viabhle programs, tending to draw the children of
PMs in — giving them something to which to
Lelong?

If we felt that this Work could 2o on for genera-
tions without interruption our thinking would per-
haps be different. We waonld he viewing those
younger ones in a totally different perspective. At
the local level wo'd have total programs from 6 to
G0, Thia is not being suggeated, bhut the point is
that we do tend to slip into a certain mentality
that hepefully we can investigate without emo-
tion. [t shonuid he sufficient to say that we ahould
view oux youth as more valuable — more precinns,
They are in-house treasured — resldent PMez —
that have atarted iz the Choreh and then in many
casea leave Tha eternal conseqnences are debhat-
abla; bt peychologieally and amaotionally the
roturn i very ditcult to make onee they've
dertded to “splii.’’
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i} we soy that thos i a way of fe and nob just
relpious dngma then we can surely view ounselves
as “salesmen of lile' and ool just men of Lhe cloth,
(he teen 15 hard to comvince many times. bul Lhat
Just makes it more of a challenge.

We're in the [aiih, hope sand charily business so
let'z look at the vhallenge of woull: with the same
enlightened upiimbm Lhat puls us in buck of a
mucrephune each Sabbalill

Thie challenge requires real sclutions, real pro
pramd, resl mbtervsl and guadty, No, we're nol
reformn schoeols, social workers or YMOA diecbors.
But we are the mipnisters of Jesus and thw advanca
guard of a new social grder — and vouih it suack
dab in the widdle of tlwose two jobs,

— Chrix French

LETTER COMMENTS

Cardnued from pago 158)
will gmive vou and your father health, windom,
pawer, knowledge and finanoa!l heip w0 dnizh His
Work. I know He will.

I love vou, your father, the ministars, the Work
o much, it is 8 part of me or Tam a part of o T
rannot express all my feslings

Your cussette wag so stixring! We wish you
conld send cosseites wikh your scrmons tvom Liue
o time ta Australia. And why not! Tt wouliin't be
much trouble to tape your sermons and send them
to us!!

There are a lot uf fortunace brethren who have
sewen und heard you. Bul the more or less unfortn-
nase like me will never huve the oppertunity to
hear you personally. Why nof glve us this blessing
and send to Australia 4 eassette once 2 month?!! TF
vou only knew what it means to us, you would
never refuse il

I am enclosing a spezll donatien.

— Iwanoy Kush
Mclbourne, Australia

Sarmang from Headquarers Are
Special

Just want you (o koow bow much 1 appreciate
hearing {ire lapes sent oul [rom Pasudenu! (Ser-
mens [rom you and Mo Ted Armstrenp) Thank
wou for sendiny Lhemn and please do this oflen. We
wve und appreciale our lecal pastor and Lis Tao-
iy b wea all ncluding paster and (amily consider
sermons tfrom Headquarters special and encour-
HRLIN.

— Mre, Clyne Phillips
Mars Hull, NG



