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ow stop and think
for a moment. Why
did God ordain the

human relationship
of MARRIAGE?

Animals reproduce. But ani-
mals do not marry! Animals
are born with instinct. They
need little or no teaching. As
soon as a calf is born, it will
begin to stagger to its feet,
while the cow just stands wait-
ing. She does not need to teach
her calf how to walk, how to
take its food, how to do any-
thing. A little wobbly and un-
steady the first minutes, the
calf is soon up and walking.

But with humans all this is dif-
ferent. The newborn human does
not get up and walk immediately to
its food. The tiny baby is helpless.
It has mind—but at birth there is
NO KNOWLEDGE as yet in its mind.
It must be taught! It needs parents
to teach it! It matures so very
much more slowly than other crea-
tures! Yet its potentiality is in-
finitely higher! And for this higher
purpose, parental guidance and
FAMILY LIFE are NECESSARY!

God made cattle “according to
its kind.” He made “every winged
bird according to its kind.” But he
made MAN after the God kind!

SO0
SO0

Why the Family

Now, incredible as it may sound to
those who do not UNDERSTAND the
revelation of God’s TRUTH—and
only an infinitesimal minority do—
GoD is a FAMILY!

Let me make this most wonder-
ful truth of all time PLAIN!

First, go back once again to the
very first words in God’s revelation
of knowledge to us: “In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and
the earth.”

God inspired Moses to write
those words in Hebrew, not in the
glish words above. The Hebrew
n here translated “God™ is
Elohim. It is a plural form used
with a singular meaning, rather
like the English words family,
group. team. One family, but com-
posed of more than one person.
One group, but unless composed of
more than one person, it would not
be a group. One athletic team,
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composed of two or more players
besides a number of substitutes.

Almost no one today knows that
God is, actually, a divine FAMILY.
One family. That family is ONE
Gonb.

A clever Satan has deceived peo-
ple into almost every other belief
imaginable about God. Most have
been deceived into believing God is
only THREE persons—LIMITING
God to three persons and misrepre-
senting the Holy Spirit, which
flows from God and from Christ,
to be a person.

Others think of God as ONE PER-
SON ONLY.

But notice, again, in the New
Testament, John 1:1-5, 14: “In the
beginning was the Word.” Sounds
similar to Genesis 1:1, doesn’t it?
In Genesis 1:1, it is “In the begin-
ning Gob...,” meaning more
than one person forming ONE God.
In John 1, the English word Word
is translated from the original
Greek word /ogos, which means
“word,” “‘spokesman,” *‘revelatory
thought,” as a being or person.

The next words in John 1 are
“...and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things
were made through Him, and with-
out Him nothing was made that
was made” (verses 1-3, Revised
Authorized Version).

This “Logos™ was a separate per-
sonage. He existed “from the be-
ginning” the same as God. He AL-
WAYS self-existed. He existed with
God. And he, also, was God. They
both coexisted forever. ““All
things” (words elsewhere trans-
lated “the universe’) were made
by him—the Word—the divine
Spokesman.

But now notice verse 14: “And
the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth.” This, of course, is
speaking of Jesus Christ. In the
human flesh, he was begotten of
God the Father, the only one ever
so begotten before human birth.

At the time of this begettal and
human birth “the Word” became
the Son of God.

The Father, from heaven, said of
Jesus, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom [ am well pleased” (Matt.
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Marriage is a physical
union but a divine
institution. Almighty
God ordained it! It
did not evolve! It is not
of man’s devising.

17:5). Jesus, praying, called God
“Father”—Father and Son, a FAM-
iLY relationship. The Church, at
the resurrection to immortal SPIRIT
life, i1s to MARRY the resurrected
and glorified Christ (Eph. 5:25-
28). So we have here a FAMILY
relationship—father, son, husband
and wife. And the wife is to be
composed of born children of God.

In MAN, God is reproducing
himself. Man has the supreme po-
tentiality of being actually born
into the divine God family!

Do you realize what that means?
Of course, God is composed of im-
mortal SPIRIT. Man, like animals, is
composed in this life of material
FLESH—matter! But the transcen-
dent essential factor is that God 1s
PERFECT SPIRITUAL CHARACTER! It
is the supreme intelligence, com-
bined with holy and righteous
CHARACTER OF MIND, that most im-
portantly distinguishes God from
every other living creature. No ani-
mal has this potential, but it is the
true destiny of MAN. Of course
God, too, possesses supreme, ALL-
MIGHTY POWER. But without right
CHARACTER, this power would be
destructive and dangerous!

What is this righteous spiritual
character?

It is that controlled ability, in a
separate independent entity, to
come to a knowledge of the true
and right from the false and, fur-
ther, to use the self-discipline to
will and to actually DO the right.
And how define right? By the spir-
itual law of God!

This necessitates that each indi-
vidual human be an independent
entity, with a mind of his or her
own—with freedom of choice (free
moral agency). It requires MIND to
absorb KNOWLEDGE, to reason, to

think, to plan, to devise, to draw
conclusions, to will and to act.

Inanimate objects have no mind,
make no decisions, have no charac-
ter. Animals have instinct, but they
do not possess human-level con-
sciousness of self, do not absorb
knowledge from which to reason
abstractly. Animals do not create,
question or decide whether to obey
moral codes.

Humans are born with MINDS.
Humans must be taught and learn.
The human mind can absorb
knowledge and reason from it—
think creatively, formulate plans,
make decisions, render judgments
and exercise self-discipline.

Man has the capacity to develop
righteous CHARACTER. This char-
acter is not created instanta-
neously. It develops through expe-
rience, and experience requires
TIME. A human baby is born with-
out knowledge, but with capacity
for acquiring it and of developing
righteous CHARACTER. The human
has the supreme potential of re-
ceiving God’s own HOLY SPIRIT
that imparts the divine nature, to
equip the MIND to comprehend re-
vealed spiritual knowledge!

Human babies—born helpless—
need the tender care, the loving
instruction, the patient training
and discipline and the warm affec-
tion and love of a mother and fa-
ther. They need the warmth and
protection and security of family
and of home life. And they are of
supreme importance—for they are
the potential HEIRS of God!

Animals have never been given
FAMILY relationship as humans ex-
perience it. Angels have never en-
joyed FAMILY status. The family
relationship is a God-PLANE rela-
tionship—not an angel-plane rela-
tionship. And God bestowed it on
MAN! Because MAN is to be born
INTO THE GOD FAMILY.

Why Marriage?

Of all life forms—whether plant,
animal or angel—in all God’s cre-
ation, MAN ALONE was created for
MARRIAGE—for HOME and FAMILY
LIFE!

Man is, now, composed of mat-
ter. Yet in man, and in MAN ONLY,
is God’s CREATION still going on!
Humans, by repentance, surrender
to God and acceptance of Christ,



may be in mind and attitude con-
verted—may receive God’s Holy
Spirit. Thus, they are actually be-
gotien as God’s children. They may
have direct contact with God and
call him FATHER! They are brought
into a FATHER-AND-SON relation-
ship with God!

This is possible for no other
creature—not even angels! Angels
were not, never can be, begotten
and BORN of God! Each angel is a
separate creation. No angel can
ever become a part of the DIVINE
FAMILY OR KINGDOM OF GOD!

Notice! God says: “For to which
of the angels did He ever say: “You
are My Son, today I have begotten
You’? And again: ‘I will be to Him
a Father, and He shall be to Me a
Son’?” (Heb. 1:5).

Neither animal, nor angel, nor
any other being, except MAN, can
be literally begotten by spiritual
reproductive process, and then ac-
tually BORN into the divine GoOD
FAMILY!

Humans are, if converted
through Jesus Christ, the heirs of
the Gop FAMILY. They are to enter
the divine FAMILY. They are, even
now, the begotten children of God.
Therefore God ordained the family
relationship for human beings.

Family relationships demand
MARRIAGES!

The FAMILY relationship de-
mands the HUSBAND-AND-WIFE re-
lationship! And that demands MAR-
RIAGE and faithfulness to that
matrimonial bond! The CHURCH of
God is merely that BobY composed
of the begotten children of God.
And the church, as a BoDY, is the
affianced BRIDE OF CHRIST, to
MARRY Christ at the time of the
resurrection and his Second Com-

ing!
Now UNDERSTAND! The hus-
sand-znd-wife relationship, and the

family relationship, are God-plane
relationships!

Since humans were put on earth
for the very PURPOSE of being be-
gotten, and then BORN into the
God FAMILY—which is the KING-
poM OF Gob—the ETERNAL has
endowed this GOD-PLANE relation-
ship for HUMANS and for humans
only! What a wonderful privilege to
be humans—to be given the mar-
riage relationship now, to marry
Christ and become part of the God
family!

The Affianced Bride

Here is another reason for the in-
stitution of marriage in the human
family. It is to teach us—to con-
stantly remind us—of our sacred
relationship to Jesus Christ!

Here is the vital teaching:
“Wives, submit to your own hus-
bands, as to the Lord. For the hus-
band is head of the wife, as also
Christ is head of the church; and
He is the Savior of the body.
Therefore, just as the church is
subject to Christ, so let the wives
be to their own husbands in every-
thing. Husbands, love your wives,
just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself for it, that He
might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word
[the Word, if obeyed, washes away
error], that He might present it to
Himself a glorious church [glori-
fied—deified], not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that
it should be holy and without
blemish.

*So husbands ought to love their
own wives as their own bodies. . . .
For we are members of His body,
of His flesh and of His bones. ‘For
this reason a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to
his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh.” This is a great mystery,

but I speak concerning Christ and
the church” (Eph. 5:22-28, 30-32).

Notice! For this reason—be-
cause of the coming marriage (spir-
itually) between Christ and the
church—because the church is,
now, the affianced bride, engaged
to marry Christ—FOR THIS REA-
SON, God ordained the MARRIAGE
institution for humans! But not for
animals! Not for angels!

Notice Revelation 19:7, speaking
of the Second Coming of Christ in
glory: **...the marriage of the
Lamb [Christ] has come, and His
wife has made herself ready.” Only
those made ready in righteous char-
acter will be presented to him then!

Why Home and Family

So, in addition to the family rela-
tionship, there is also the divine
marriage relationship.

So understand! The husband-
and-wife relationship and the fam-
ily relationship are God-plane rela-
tionships!

Humans are free moral agents.
God never forces one to be truly
converted—to become his very be-
gotten son. Yet the purpose God is
working out here below is to repro-
duce himself—to bring, through
Christ, “many sons to glory” (Heb.
2:10) in the divine KINGDOM OF
Gop!

Since humans were put on earth
for the very purpose of being be-
gotten, and then born into the God
family, the Eternal has endowed
this God-plane family status for
humans, now—and for humans
only!

What a wonderful privilege to be
given the MARRIAGE and FAMILY
relationships that we may be pre-
pared for the spiritual marriage to
CHRIST and the divine family
status, for eternity, in THE KING-
pOM OF Gop! O



Love,

Marri
& Sex!

It’s important to get them in the right order.

HE THREE most 1m-
portant ingredients to
successful marriage
have been terribly
abused.

Some fall in love and never
marry. Others marry but are not
in love. Millions of people ex-
periment with sex without even
being in love.

Still others are in love and are
married but fail to understand the
importance of a wholesome and
proper sexual relationship.

Not many seem to be putting all
three—love, marriage and sex—
together in the right order.

Love to Build a Relationship

Almost everyone has experienced
what he or she thought was love,
only to find out it really wasn’t. Per-
haps your case was typical. It proba-
bly first happened early in the teen
years when you were first attracted
to a member of the opposite sex.

There was the strange, tingling,
excited feeling that would just not
go away. You thought you saw
shooting stars. Felt like you were
walking on air. And you could have
danced all night.

Later, you probably came to real-
ize that was not love at all. Your par-
ents tried to tell you it was “puppy
love.” It was just infatuation.

Maybe you even experienced
these feelings of “love” three or four
or more times—each time thinking
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this new feeling was the really one
true forever and ever love.

Unfortunately thousands of peo-
ple make terrible mistakes because
of not knowing how to handle ado-
lescent emotions. It often leads to
premarital sexual experience,
which in turn often leads to pre-
marital pregnancy—and millions of
babies born out of wedlock every
single year.

Others, misinterpreting their
feelings of “love,” leap into prema-
ture marriages. A large percentage
of those who marry and don't di-
vorce are not really happy. They
stay married for the sake of the
children, or for religious or finan-
cial reasons. They find they are not
really in love at all.

How sad.

And of course where and when
to fit the sexual relationship into
this picture is often confusing. The
signals of our liberated society tell
us to practice sex whenever, how-
ever, whyever and in whatever
manner we want to. *“Consenting
adults™ is the catch phrase.

The God-given formula for hap-
piness and success in marriage is
usually totally ignored. That for-
mula is the title of this article: Be
in love, marry and have a healthy
sexual relationship. You can’t build
a marriage without love. And sex
should NEVER be practiced outside
the confines of marriage.

But What Is Love?
If you had to choose just one word

to describe God, LOVE would be
the best word. The apostle John
simply stated it: “God is love™ (I
John 4:8).

From what God is and what God
does we can understand the deep
and significant emotion called love.

God’s love was most manifest by
the ultimate gift he gave mankind:
“For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting
life”” (John 3:16).

Love, you see, is not a feeling of
selfish tingling emotions, like the
flaming sunset in an orange colored
sky. It’s not that feeling of desire
and passion so often mistaken as
love.

Real love is the ability to put
one’s selfish interests and feelings
aside and GIVE to the other person.

Outside of marriage, the pas-
sions that lead to sexual experi-
mentation are nothing more than
lust.

Can you imagine a teenage cou-
ple necking in the backseat of a car
whispering to each other, “Oh,
how I lust after you™?

No, they say, “Oh, how I love
you, I love you, I'll always love
you.” But what they really mean
is, “I am lusting after you.” The
chances are that affair will last only
a short time, and they will each be
whispering the same thing to other
persons later on.

Love—real love—is not even
possible without a degree of matu-
rity. Mature love that prepares a
couple for a lifetime of marriage
and commitment begins slowly and
grows. Love never stands still.

Of course love has to start some-
where. Romantic love begins with
an attraction to a member of the
opposite sex. There will probably
be a beginning feeling of infatua-
tion. But love that leads to mar-
riage must grow beyond that and
not be based on attraction alone.

Understanding Love from
the Greek Language

In the English language there is
the one word /ove. Because of that,
few are aware that there are differ-
ent meanings to the words in the
Bible translated into English as
love. In the Greek language, the
language of the New Testament,



three different words trans-
late into the English word
love. By understanding
them, one can better grasp
what kind of love to strive
for in marriage.

The first word is eros. It
forms the root of our En-
glish word erotic. It is the
kind of love discussed in
this article up to now.

Of course eros is an im-
portant kind of love. Au-
thor H. Norman Wright
defines eros in his book
Pillars of Marriage, as
love that seeks sensual ex-
pression. It is desire. It is
romantic, sexual love. It is
inspired by the biological
structure of human na-
ture—placed in mankind at .
creation.

Of itself, eros is not 3
wrong. But it is a kind of
love that should never act alone.
Unfortunately it is the only love
many people ever experience. But
romantic, sensual love is only part
of the God-given concept of TOTAL
love.

The second kind of love comes
from the Greek word philia. Again
you may recognize the meaning—
for example, the name of the city
of Philadelphia means the city of
“brotherly love.” Philia is friend-
ship, companionship, the physical
as well as emotional sharing of time
and interests. It shows a desire to
cooperate.

Mr. Wright suggests the differ-
ence between eros and philia is
that eros is a face-to-face relation-
ship while philia is a shoulder-to-
shoulder relationship. When ap-
plied to marriage it depicts a
husband and wife working to-
gether. And parents and children
and brothers and sisters working
together.

A friend is someone whose com-
pany you prefer. Someone you
want to be with. Every good mar-
riage has philia love—husbands
=md wives who want to be with
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gt these two words do not tell
the whole story of love.

The Greatest Love of All

There is yet another Greek word
that explains the deep and spiritual

meaning of love. The word is
agape.

Eros produces romance—makes
your mate your lover. Philia makes
your mate your friend. But agape
goes far beyond. Agape is a love of
total commitment. Agape means
“selflessness.” Agape is total Giv-
ING love.

This is the love God expressed
when he gave his only begotten
Son. He had no self-interest. He
was giving the one gift that would
make possible the forgiveness of sin
and would save mankind.

In the human sphere, agape love
is thoughtfulness, concern, sensi-
tivity to the needs of others.

But agape is not a natural love.
We were not born with it. It is not
the love of adolescence. Eros is
essentially in mankind by creation.
Philia comes naturally—we all
want friends. But agape is acquired
by maturity.

And the highest form of love we
can attain is a gift that God can
give us. The very giving and loving
nature of God can be put within
human beings by a supernatural
miracle. Paul wrote, *. .. the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy [Spirit] which is given
unto us” (Rom. 5:5). That is agape
love.

One has not truly loved until
that selfless love has been experi-
enced. It is when every desire is for

the other person. Jesus
said, “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his
friends” (John 15:13). If
and when, in marriage, you
come to the point you
would give your life for
your mate, then and only
then, have you experienced
the penetrating meaning of
love.

Relevant to agape love in
marriage Paul further said
in Ephesians 5:28-29, NIV:
“In this same way, hus-
bands ought to love
[agape] their wives as their
own bodies. He who loves
his wife loves himself. Af-
ter all, no one ever hated
his own body, but he feeds
and cares for it, just as
Christ does the church”
(verse 25).

It is natural to love the self. It is
not so natural to love someone else
that much. Thus God says that we
ought to grow in love toward our
mates equal to the love we have for
ourselves. No one can expect more.
But so few ever come close. Most
are simply so selfish they do not
achieve the real depth of love.

Too many marriages are based
on only one kind of love—eros.
That love usually will not hold up
under pressure. And sadly, too
many marriages don’t even have
philia love. Some husbands and
wives are not even good friends.

Love Leads to Marriage

The teen years should be spent de-
veloping a wide variety of friends
from both sexes. At a proper age
young people can begin to date—
but not just one person.

That way, a person can experi-
ence being with a variety of mem-
bers of the opposite sex. You can
know much better the type of per-
son with whom you could spend
the rest of your life.

Don’t even consider marriage
unless it is built on a relationship
of growing love. Don’t marry for
convenience, desire, security,
money or any other single reason.
Marry because you have grown to
love the person with whom you
want to share the remainder of this
physical life.



And never live together outside
the sacred bonds of marriage.

From the beginning the
Almighty God instituted the mar-
riage covenant as the most sacred
of all ceremonies. It is the start of
a new life together—the beginning
of a new family unit.

On the day God created Adam
and Eve, he said, “For this reason
a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife,
and they will become one flesh”
(Gen. 2:24, NI1V). God presented
Eve to Adam in the first marriage
ceremony.

Marriage should be the most
wonderful part of life. And the
wedding one of the most joyous
days to remember. As a minister,
when 1 begin a marriage ceremony
I usually start by saying, “There is
no more joyous ceremony than this
we now enter! Marriage is a natural
union, but a divine institution or-
dained by the Creator God.”

A beautiful bride dressed in
white, a handsome groom in a
tuxedo or suit, and an event shared
by family and friends should be a
happy occasion well worth remem-
bering.

How sad that too many mar-
riages are not based on true love
and don’t last long. Joy turns
quickly to sadness. Happiness turns
to tragedy.

If only everyone would put these
things in the proper order. First,
learn to love—really and truly love.
Then before beginning the sexual
experience, plan a wonderful wed-
ding.

Sex—Only After Marriage

God designed the human sexual ex-
perience to begin only one time in
life—AFTER the marriage cere-
mony.

I know that doesn’t sound mod-
ern and up-to-date. But it is the
truth!

And the truth about why God
created sex is vitally important.

Sex is part of the eros love God
designed. It is part of our nature,
our makeup. Sex, when practiced
in love and in the confines of mar-
riage, is holy and pure. The apostle

Paul said, ‘““Marriage should be
honored by all, and the marriage
bed [sex in marriage] kept pure,
for God will judge the adulterer
and all the sexually immoral™
(Heb. 13:4, NIV).

Only two generations ago sex
was a taboo subject. It was often
wrongly regarded as dirty. It was
seldom, if ever, discussed. Most
were ignorant of the true meaning
of the human sexual experience.
Sex life within marriage was often
tragically unfulfilling.

Then following two world wars
the world burst into sexual experi-
mentation and promiscuity.

In the 1950s Dr. Alfred Charles
Kinsey conducted his research on
human sexuality. More and more
people became educated about sex-
ual functions. Now there are liter-
ally hundreds of books and pam-
phlets on the subject.

At the same time moral stan-
dards declined. Organized religion
exerted less influence. Liberality
became the pacesetter. The result
is a modern society gone rampant
with sexual experimentation.

Virginity is an almost obsoles-
cent word. Peer pressure and false
or unbridled emotions have led to a
great deal of premarital sex experi-
mentation.

The modern argument is,
“Those who have experienced inti-
mate sexual relationships before
marriage will be better sex partners
in marriage.”

How sadly wrong that argument
is.

The Almighty God who created
us male and female designed sex to
be practiced ONLY in the confines
of marriage. Any other practice of
sex is sin! Premarital sex is called
fornication. Extramarital sex is
adultery. Both are capital offenses
against the holy law of God!

But sex within marriage—prac-
ticed in love—is clean, holy, pure.

The most obvious reason for sex
is the reproduction of mankind.
God has designed the marvelous
human reproductive system to
function in the confines of love and
marriage. Husbands and wives pro-
duce, through sexual contact,

miniature reproductions of them-
selves—new life.

One of life’s truly great experi-
ences is the birth of a child. But
this, again, was designed by God to
be part of the marriage union—
never to be experienced outside of
marriage.

But there is even a greater and
far-reaching purpose for human
sexuality. Sex can be the embodi-
ment of all three of the Greek
words for love—eros, philia and
agape.

Sex has been designed by God to
be the guiding force in preserving
and perpetuating love between a
husband and wife.

The modern argument that pre-
marital sexual experimentation can
lead to greater joys in marital sex
is one of the greatest lies ever per-
petrated by Satan the devil.

Such experimentation before
marriage or in extramarital affairs
can only destroy the purity of what
God designed.

The honeymoon is not meant to
be a time for experienced sexual
professionals to practice. The hon-
eymoon should be that joyful,
timid, beautiful, shy, exciting pe-
riod of time when two people who
have begun to love one another be-
gin their new life together—and
should be their first joyful expres-
sion of sexual intimacy.

Sexual experience should be
learned together—after the mar-
riage ceremony. Why should any-
one go out and learn it all in ad-
vance with a whole army of other
people? Why create the possibility
for sexual comparisons and vivid
memories of unpleasant experi-
ences?

The honeymoon should be the
beginning of a new life together
when a totally inexperienced cou-
ple begin to learn from experience
through the human sexual relation-
ship. In each other’s arms, they
will then spend the rest of their
lives growing in philia, eros and
most of all agape love.

One of life’s greatest accom-
plishments is getting love, marriage
and sex in the right order with the
right person at the right time. O



“ now pronounce
you husband and
wife.”

Those words are
like music to the ears of couples
anxious to begin life together as
a new family. It is their big
moment — one of the most im-
portant moments of their lives.
They are now joined as husband
and wife.

What leads people to this point?
How do they prepare? What
should we know in anticipation of
that future time when marriage
will come to us or our loved ones?

Be Prepared

As we grow up we may move in
and out of “love” abruptly.

We begin to notice the opposite
sex. And the more we notice, the
more care we give to our personal
grooming and behavior — how we
look, how we talk, the kind of im-
pression we leave on others.

Puppy love and infatuation are
common. Sometimes the person we
“love” doesn’t even know he or she
is “loved.” Once in a while we feel
that we have finally found our
“true love.” When that involve-
ment doesn’t work we are crushed.
But soon our romantic self has re-
cuperated and is ready for another
fling.

It seems that most people go
through such stages in growing up.
But marriage, the second most im-
portant step in one’s life (making a
commitment to God is first), is not
for the immature. It is only for
those who are physically, mentally,
emotionally, financially and spiri-
tually prepared.

Some let physical development
be the only indicator of maturity.
If a person has reached a certain
age, some reason, he or she
should be married. Others let
physical attraction be the
determining factor.

Certainly there

must be physical at-
traction, but what

about a person’s level

of education? Is the
thinking mature? There
are lovebirds and kissing
fish, but to be a proper part-
ner in marriage takes mental

Before You Say

‘I DO’

Going to be married? Here’s important information

you need to consider.

maturity in addition to physical
maturity.

Emotional people are beauti-
ful—they feel deeply and express
themselves effectively. But have
they tempered their emotions—
brought their emotions under con-
trol? If so, great. If not, it will be
difficult for them to cope with the
changes and adjustments necessary
in marriage.

Then there are those who put too
much emphasis on money. They
seem to think they have to marry
millionaires. This is unrealistic and
wouldn’t work anyway without all
the other factors working.

But, then again, it does take ad-
equate finances to run a family.
How much do you earn? Do you
have a regular job? Is it a career or
only a temporary stop in the job
market? Proverbs 24:27 tells us
to prepare first, and then to
build a home and fam-
ily. So be sure that
you are stable fi-
nancially be-
fore as-

suming the responsibilities of
marriage.

The most important factor in
preparation for marriage is spiri-
tual maturity. Spiritual maturity
on the part of both husband and
wife is extremely important to the
success of the marriage.

So it all begins with you! Pre-
pare for your future with that spe-
cial person by making sure you are z
mature physically, mentally, emo-
tionally, financially and spiritually.

AND WARREN WATSOI
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being lost in societies that have it
as a practice. Many people are in-
terested only in what they can ger -
out of a date. A person should be ;
concerned with how he or she may &
give the other person a nice time. ?
Dating is a discovery pe-
riod. We all have
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want in a mate, and dating helps
bring that image into clear focus.
Dating widely at first helps a per-
son to narrow the field.

Actually, the more individuals
you date before settling on that
special one, the better. You will
observe good and not-so-good traits
in those you date. You will gain a
more realistic picture of your
“dream girl” or “knight in shining
armor.”

Remember, though, that you
should not view dating as merely a
search for a husband or wife. Don’t
be in a hurry to get serious — with
God’s help, you will find the right
mate at the right time — and keep
in mind that your goal is to give to
your date in friendship, genuine
concern and good, clean recreation.

Those interested in more infor-
mation on dating may request our
free book The Missing Dimension
in Sex.

Seek Counsel Early

Marriage is a divine institution
(Gen. 1:26-27, 2:18, 21-24), and
we should make every effort to in-
sure its success. One way is
through proper mate selection.
When you find yourself getting in-
terested in a certain someone, it is
good to get counsel (Prov. 11:14).

Talk to those who know you
both, especially your parents and
families. Your parents know you
and your strengths and weaknesses.
You should seek and consider care-
fully their advice concerning a po-
tential mate.

Be aware that most of your
friends and peers will be romantics
and will see a mate in anyone you
pick. This is not to say that friends
who know you well are not a good
source of counsel, but be sure they
are being honest and constructive
in their evaluations.

When seeking advice be sure to
be open-minded. How often we all
want to hear the answer we want
from someone else! But to avoid
marital problems later, it is wise
now to maintain an open mind and
honestly seek help. Be open about
your feelings. Disclose your posi-
tive views as well as any apprehen-
sions. Take off the proverbial rose-
colored glasses and look objectively
at the person with whom you want
to spend the rest of your life.
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Men (and marriage is for men,
not boys), the major areas you
should look for in women are com-
patibility and adaptability. Does a
young lady easily follow your lead?
Do you sense that she respects
you? Are you able to lead her in
every way (Eph. 5:22)?

Ask yourself: Do 1 really deeply
care for her? Is she the most lovely
person in the world to me? Her
physical attraction and personality
must make her tops in your book
(verse 25). What about her intelli-
gence and maturity? Would she
make a good mother? Does she
desire children?

Finally, what is her level of spir-
ituality? Is she godly? If pleasing
God is the driving force in her life,
chances are that she will apply
God’s marital laws, which are so
necessary for success.

Women, consider how sensible
the man you are planning on mar-
rying is. If he makes poor deci-
sions or is reckless in his habits
(driving, drinking, taking care of
his health), will you be able to
respect him and submit to him
(verse 24, 1 Pet. 3:1)? Does he
ask for input from you before
making decisions?

How caring is he about you?
Does he show love and concern, not
attempting to spoil your future
with premarital sex and necking —
I Cor. 6:18? Does he find you at-
tractive and is he expressive to you
in proper affection and words? Do
you find him physically attractive?

Does