
11

and Fall of the Roman
Empire. clearly informs
us that the early Chris­
tians did believe in
Christ's literal rule on
this earth for 1,000
years:

"The ancient and
popular doctrine of the
Millennium was inti­
mately connected with
the Second Coming of
Christ. As the works of
the creation had been
finished in six days,
their duration in their
present state, according
to a tradition which was
attributed to the proph­
et Elijah, was fixed to
6,000 years .

"By the same analogy
it was inferred that this
long period of labor and
contention, which was
now almost elapsed,
would be succeeded by
a joyful Sabbath of a
thousand years; and that
Christ, with the trium­
phant band of the saints
and the elect who had
escaped death, or who
had been miraculously
revived, would reign
upon earth till the time
appointed for the last
and general resur­
rection. "

Edward Gibbon
states that this belief in
the Millennium was the
early Christians' com­
mon view:

"The assurance of
such a Millennium was
carefully inculcated by
a succession of fathers
from Justin Martyr and
I r e n a e us , who con­
versed with the immedi­
ate disciples of the apos­
tles, down to Lactan­
tius, who was preceptor
to the son of Constan­
tine.

"Though it might not
be universally received, !
it [belief in the Millen- ~

nium] appears to have E
been the reigning senti- .2

o
ment of the orthodox e

By Raymond F. McNair

Jesus Christ is about to return to
usher in, on earth, His 1,OOO-year

reign of peace, happiness and
prosperity. What does the Bible say

about that glorious time?

The Coming
Millennium
UTOPIA
AT LAST

W h y is it
so many
profess­

ing Christians to­
day seem to think
that the reward of
the saints will be to
lie around on clouds
and strum harps for
all eternity?

Few of today 's
more th an one billion
pr ofessing followers
of Jesus understand
the true Gospel.

Most so-called Chris­
tians have been deluded
into believing a false
gospel about the person
of Christ , while denying
the actual message He
brought to thi s earth
nearl y 2,000 years ago
(II Cor. I 1:4 , 13-15,
G al. 1:6-9).

If today's Christian­
ity really understood
and taught the true
G ospel - and the word
gospe l means " good
new s" - then thi s
world would know that
the Kingdom of God is
soon to be es ta blished,
literally, on thi s earth.

What this Feast
pictures

The Feast of Taber­
nacles , or Feast of In­
gathering, pictures the
soo n- c o m ing, long­
awaited, peaceful rule
of the M essiah upon
thi s earth for a pro sper­
ous, jo yful 1,000 years.

Chri st, the early
apost les, Paul and the
early Church kept and
taught all of God's Holy
Days, including this
one. For solid proof
from the Bible, see the
special Bible study enti-
tled " G od's Hol y Days
in the New Testament,"
beginning on page 17.

Edward Gibbon, in
his work, The Decline
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believer s . . . Bu t when the edifice
of th e church [false C hris tiani ty
had now arise n] was almos t com­
pleted , th e temporary su pport
[th e beli ef in th e M illennium] was
laid as ide.

"The doctrine of C hrist's [liter­
al] reign upon earth was at first
treat ed as a profound allegory, was
con sid ered by degrees as a doubt­
ful and useless opinion and was at
le ngth rej ected as the abs u rd
invent ion of heresy and fana ti­
cism."

When th e apost les passed from
th e scene, false teach ers arose.
These fa lse teachers denied th e
true G ospel that C hrist and Hi s
saints would literall y reign upon
thi s earth, and turned to th e fabl e
th at C hrist ians, after death, went
to heaven for their reward (Matt.
7 : 15- 23, 24:4-5, II , 24 , Acts
20 :28 -3 1, II Cor. 11:3- 15).

The Feast of T ab ernacles, th e
great fall har vest Festival, was a
pe r fec t typ e of the soo n-co m ing
great harvest of human lives up on
this earth .

God's Kingdom
set up on earth

Jesu s C hrist wi ll return to se t
up G od 's Kin gd om at the last
moment before carnal man , under
S atan ' s sway, fina lly d estroys
himsel f (Matt. 24:21 -22) . If th e
C reato r- R u le r of the univer se
d idn 't intervene, not a sing le
human being would be left alive
on this ea r th .

The book of R evelation shows
us wh at will happen whe n Christ
returns to rule th is world: " A nd I
saw an angel co me down from
heaven , havin g the key of th e bot­
tomless pit and a great cha in in
his hand. A nd he laid hold on th e
dragon , th at old se rpe nt, whic h is
th e Devil, a nd Satan , and bound
him a thou sand years, A nd cast
him into th e bottomless pit, and
shut him up, and se t a sea l upon
him, that he sho uld deceive the
nat ions no more, till the th ousand
years [the M illenniu m] shou ld be
fu lfilled" (Rev. 20: 1-3) .

One of C hrist's first acts at Hi s
Second Comi ng will be to bind
Sat an so th at th e devil ca n no lon­
ger deceive th e world (Rev. 12:9) .

Then wh at will happen ?
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"And I saw thrones, and they
[the sai nts ] sa t up on th em, and
j u dg me nt was give n un t o
them . . . a nd they li ved a n d
reigned with C hrist a th ousand
yea rs [the M illennium ] . But the
rest of the de ad lived not aga in
until th e thousand years were fin­
ished . This is the fir st res u r­
rection [the re surrection of th e
sa ints, who will rule with Jesu s
C hrist during th e M ille nn iu m ].
Blessed and holy is he th at hath
part in th e first resu rrect ion: on
suc h the second death hath no
power, but they shall be pri est s of
God and of C hrist , and sha ll reign
[on the ea r th] with him a th ou­
sa nd yea rs" (Rev. 20 :4- 6).

Jesus promised th at th e saints
- those wh o allow th em selves to
be ruled by God's law, who over­
co me and who endure to th e end
- wou ld be given power ove r the
nat ions (Rev. 2:26-27, 3:2 1) and
th at they would re ign wit h H im
on th e ea rth (Rev . 5: 10, Dan.
7:27, 2:44).

Jesu s will th en be " Lord of
lords, and King of kin gs" (R ev.
17:14). Z echariah pro p hes ied
that "the Lord sh all be king over
all the ea rth: in that day shall
th ere be one Lord, and his name
one" (Zech . 14:9 ) . J esu s' head­
quar ters wi ll be in J erusal em
(Jer . 3: 17) , fro m which H e and
H is sa ints will rule the world .

At last - utopia!

God's Kingdom - G od 's Fam-

ily - will rul e th is ea rt h in t rue
peace, prosper ity and happiness.
Let us notice some of the many
scri ptures t hat describe the co m­
ing wonderful world to morrow.

With S atan bound - put in an
abyss and rest rained, for 1,000
years , fr om deceiv ing th e nati on s
- wha t will happen ?

" He [S at an] wh o smo te th e
people in wr ath with a co nti nual
st ro ke, he th at ruled th e nations
in anger, is pe rsecuted, a nd non e
hindereth . The who le ea r th is at
rest , and is quiet: they break for th
int o sing ing" (I sa. 14:6- 7). Yes,
the nati ons will br eak fort h into
sing ing wh en Sata n is bound. The
ea r th will finall y know peace ­
no more str ife or war.

God will th en open, for the
first t im e, th e minds of all peopl e
to Hi s tru th (Isa. 25 :7) . God wi ll
begin to offer H is H oly Spirit and
sa lvat ion to mankind as a whole.
Man's very nature - his carnal,
se lfish orienta t ion toward ge tting
in st ead o f g ivi ng - wi ll be
c ha nged to God's way of giv ing ,
se rving, sha r ing, of havin g con­
ce rn for othe rs equa l to or g reater
th an co ncern for se lf (J er. 3 1:3 1­
34) .

A t last , God's law will be writ­
te n in the hearts and mi nds of all
mankind, and crime, wa r, sick­
ness and vio le nce will van ish .
Man will learn th at obed ience to
God's law pays big d ividends.

Mankind will ac tually begin to
seek God - will want to learn of
and live by God's way:

"And it sha ll co me to pass in
the last days, tha t th e mountain
of the Lord 's ho use sha ll be estab­
lish ed in the top of the mo un­
ta ins . .. and all nat ions sha ll flow
un to it. And man y peopl e shall go
and say, Come ye, an d let us go
up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the hou se of the G od of Jacob ;
and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will wa lk in his paths: for
out of Zion sha ll go forth th e law
[of G od], and the word of th e
Lord from J erusalem.

"And he shall j udge among the
nat ions, an d shall rebu ke many
peopl e: and t hey shall beat the ir
swords into plows hares, an d t hei r
spears in to prun inghooks: nat ion
sha ll not lift up sword agai nst
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nation , neither sha ll th ey learn
wa r any more" (lsa. 2:2 -4) .

. The prophet Micah adds th is
interesting de tail : " But t hey shall
sit eve ry man u nd er his vine and
under his fig tr ee; and none shall
make th em afrai d : for the mouth

. of the Lord of host s hath spoke n
it" ( Mic. 4 :4) .

T oday peopl e live in co nstan t
fea r of violence and crime fro m
fellow man; nat ions live in d read
of the nu cle ar mu shroom cloud.
But in the wo nde r fu l world
tomorrow, "None shall m ake
them afrai d"!

Man will not only be at peace
with hi s fe llow man, but wit h
nature itsel f. G od will change the
anima ls' nature also:

" T he wol f also sha ll dwell with
th e lamb, and th e leopard sha ll lie
down with th e kid ; and th e ca lf and
th e young lion and th e fatling
together ; and a little child sha ll
lead th em. A nd th e cow and the
bear sha ll feed [togeth er]; the ir
young ones sha ll lie down togeth er :
and th e lion sha ll ea t straw like th e
ox. A nd the suc king child sha ll
play on the hole of the asp, and th e
wea ned chi ld sha ll put his hand on
the cockatrice' den .

" T hey sha ll not hu rt nor destr oy
in all my holy mountain: for the
earth sha ll be full of th e knowledge
of th e Lord, as th e wate rs cove r th e
sea" (lsa. 11:6-9 ) .

W hat a wonde rful, ut opi an age
is abo ut to dawn on th is planet !

A world of abundance

Revolut ions will take place in
ag r ic u lt u re a nd co ns t r uc t ion.
M an will no longer be occ upied
with war and tr ying to harm his
fellowman . Under th e direct ion
of C hrist and th e immo rta l rul ers,
man will be able to devote his
ene rg ies to food product ion and
rebuilding - properly - civili­
za t ion. G od will even ch ange the
wea t her and landscapes to pr o­
mote man's ph ysical prosperity
(l sa . 30 :23-25) .

Isaiah 35 gives fur the r detail s
about th e Messiah 's reign: "The
wild erness and the solitar y place
sha ll be glad for th em ; and th e
desert sha ll rejoice, and blossom
as the rose. It sha ll blossom abun­
dantl y, and rejoice even with joy
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. At last, God's law will
be written in the

hearts and minds of all
mankind, and crime,

war, sickness and
violence will vanish.
Man will learn that

obedience to God's law
pays big dividends.

Mankind will actually
begin to seek God ...

and sing ing .. . Then th e eyes of
th e bl ind sha ll be opened, and th e
ears of th e deaf shall be un­
stopped . Then sha ll the lam e man
leap as an hart, and th e tongue of
th e dumb sing: for in the wilde r­
ness sha ll wa te rs br eak out, and
st reams in the de sert. A nd the
parched ground sha ll become a
pool, and th e thirst y land springs
of water . .. And an h ig hway
sha ll be th ere, and a way . . . of
holiness" (verses 1-2, 5-8) .

N o more will th ousands st arv e
to deat h dail y, whil e millions of
ot hers su ffe r malnutrition be­
cause of lack of food (Amos 9: 13­
15) .

What a time o f prosperity!
Man will have abundant reason to
rejoice (Jer. 3 1:12-13 , 30: 19).

During the M illennium, God's
peop le will show the nation s of
this earth how to build and how
to restore, unlike today, w hen so
many are bent on tear ing down
and destroyin g (Isa. 61:4).

Right religion and education

U nder th e training of Christ
and G od 's immortal , spir it-bo rn
children, man will finall y learn
and practi ce God's way - th e
way to eve ry abun dant blessing.
Religion and education will be
in extri cabl y intertwin ed ( Isa .
30:20-21 ).

The immortal sa ints will be
a b le t o s udde n ly appear a nd
re b u ke anyo ne wh o goes th e
wrong way .

True religion will be en forced .
M ankind will begin to keep all
G od 's laws, whi ch will incl ude
observ ing H is Sabbaths and Hol y
Days ( Isa. 66:23-24, Zech. 14:16­
19). Individuals who rebel against
C hrist's rul e will be dealt with
swift ly and surely.

Wh en m an begins keeping
G od 's Holy Days, including the
Feast of T abern acles, he will

. learn th at God's festivals reveal
G od 's great master plan.

In addit ion, th ere will be no
more confus ion of tongues - th e
whole earth will be united with
one language (Zeph. 3:9) .

And during the Millennium
Jesus Christ - God Himself ­
will dwell on earth, at Jerusalem,
with mankind (I sa. 33: 17-20 , Joel
3:20 -21 ). J erusalem will truly
become th e " C ity of Peace" dur­
ing the Millennium.

.T he whole world will rejoice

This earth cannot kno w true,
lasting peace (I sa. 59 :8) until th e
" Pri nce of Peace" (I sa . 9:6-7)
returns to thi s planet and est ab­
lishes Hi s world-ruling govern­
ment.

We are com manded to rejoice
during our Feast of Tabernacles
celebrations because this great
Feast of Ingathering pictures the
soo n-comi ng Kingdom of God,
whe n C hrist wi ll do j ust th at.

God's Word has much more to
say abo ut wh at G od 's Kingdom
will be like th an we have been
able to cover in this ar ticle. If you
would like to kno w more, please
write for our fre e bookl et , Th e
Wo nderful Wo rld Tomorrow ­
What It Will Be Like. Just use
the request card in this issue or
address your request to our office
nearest you.

When G od restores His law
and H is way of life - His di vin e
government - to this war-weary
earth, th en we shall have unprec­
edented peace, happiness, abun­
dant heal th and wor ldw ide pr os­
perity. This wonder fu l wo r ld
tomorrow - the I ,OOO-year rule
of the Kingdom of God - will be
a time of supre me rejoicing for all
nat ions.

Wh a t a wo r ld th a t w i ll
be! 0
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