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Questions &Answers

Question: I recently visited with a man whom I might have invited to services except that he was wearing ear​rings. Since this is not directly condemned in the Bible, how should I approach this subject with him?

Answer: The Church of God has traditionally estab​lished standards of appearance for those who attend its services. Some of the standards which we uphold​-such as the prohibition against men wearing long hair or women having short hair--are directly stated in the Bible. Others are based upon scriptural principles.

The Bible does not contain a direct command that men are not to wear earrings. But, it does contain cer​tain principles which apply to this matter. For ex​ample, in I Corinthians 11, the Greek word translated as "long hair" is komao. This word implies a feminine as opposed to masculine appearance. It was used in the Greek world to describe a man's hair only when that man was considered to be foppish or effeminate. The principle behind Paul's statement in verse 14, then, is that men should appear masculine. Since in most Western nations earrings are traditionally an item of female jewelry, their use by men in Western culture is improper according to the intent of I Corin​thians 11:14.

Also, the wearing of earrings by men is often con​sidered in Western culture as a sign of rebellion or a flamboyant assertion of individuality. But the Bible clearly teaches against such attitudes (Romans 1:28​32,11 Corinthians 12:20, Philippians 2:3,1 Peter 5:5-6). Also, many men who wear earrings are attempting to make a social statement. A ring in the left ear, for ex​ample, often means that one is a follower of "rock music" or a "rocker." A ring in the right ear may be a badge of gay rights. Obviously, it is not appropriate for a member of God's Church to be making these sorts of social statements.

Even if a man is not trying to make a social state​ment, wearing an earring could be taken that way by others. Since we are to abstain from all appearance of evil, Christian men should not wear earrings (I Thes​salonians 5:22).
We are not here referring to those regions of the world in which it is normal and masculine for men to wear earrings, such as parts of India and Africa. Where it is acceptable and customary for men to wear earrings without drawing attention to themselves, ap​pearing effeminate, symbolizing rebellion or "gay rights," etc., then they may do so in God's Church. In all other areas, however, the men of God's Church are not to wear earrings.

