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Magazine investigates

By RUTH VINCE
Pocona Recard Reporer -

MOUNT POCONO — A $2-page magazine,
critlcal of the Worldwide Church of God, which
meets annually in Coofhaugh Township, has
caused bad vibeations and may embroil the or-
Ranization In a lawsnit with the publication,
according to Stankey Rader, general counsel
far the church.

The ‘magazine, Ambassador Report, was
Ppublished by six former students of Ambassa-
dor Coilege, an Institeticn comected with the
600,000-member church, which has campuses in
Pasadena, Calit , and Big Sandy, Texas,

Charges made in articles range from
squandering funds te the alleged sex escapades
of Garner Ted Armstrang, president of Amnbas-
sador College and son ¢! Herbert W. Arm-
strong, church founder

Titles include “*Financing the Churck — An
Tnsiders Vi In Bed With Garner Ted™
&nd “"Home-breaking -~ Armstrong Style.”

Rader, who is also vice-president of tinan.
clal affairs for the church, called the articles
“scurrilous, outrageously wntrue, dislorted,
and highly exaggerated.

“‘We are going on notice (hat we will not
turn the other cheek this time,” Rader sald.

Rader added until all allegations are re-
viewed and further acticn taken, A temporary
restraining order will e sought against those
publishing the charges

Margarel Zola, one of the publishers of the
magazine, said a!l informalion contalned in the
publication has been supplied from people still
working within (he organization as well as
from Lhose who have lefl. The people, she sald,
have documents.

‘Two local members 6f the erganization had
no comment regarding the maga Jack
Palterson, manager al the ehurch-owned festi-
val site in Coalbaugh Township, and Oswald

Engelbart, local pastor. both sald fhey had-

heard abaut the magazine bul had not scen il,
therefore could make no comment on ils con-
tenl.

Radef, commenting an the veparled sex
life of Garner Ted Armstrong, a nationally-
kncwn radio and TV commentator, pointed out
this matter happened “a long lime ago. He
1Ted) was send away for six months and then
reinstated In accordance with the doctrines of
the chureh.'*

Also [eatired in (he magazioe is an inter-
vlew wilh Bobhy Fischer, world champion
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World Wide Church of God officials

chess players, who repartedly gave $94,315 to
the church from 1867 to 1974

Fischer speaks aboul his 15 years of
*'Armstrongism,” and kaw he was “‘able lo be
out-psyched and manipelated by the Arm-
strongs (hrough long-term expes to sublle
religions mind-control tech nigues.

Ho said members' lives are ruined Lecause
they follow the teachings cf the church.
“‘Those guys wlll ruin your life in five minules
{lat. They tell you to move, change jobs, nol ta
have an operation, and tell you to marry this
person, and people do it."”

Tischer admits alt.church doctrines are
“not necessarily bad" and that members
“should nol reject everything.” His point, he
fold publishers i3 thal ‘members “‘should be
Ininking for themselves '

Rader sald he Is now representing Fischer,
who Is “tooking for prosecution and possibly a
clvil suil,"” because the publichers “surrepli-
Uously reenrded* the interylew with Fischer.

The publication fealures several artlcles
on lithing entitted “Tithing Pays QIL.” It is
complele with photos vf what Is reported to bo
the hoines and grounds of the lwo Arinsirongs,
Rzder and Relberl Kuhn. assistant to the
yaunger Armstrong. It is reporled that the es-

aled value of (be estates ranges from
300,000 to $2 milllon.

For the past 11 years, church members
have heen mieeting al the local site In Sep-
tember or Oclober for the annual Fall Festi-
val, Xnown Lo members as the Feast of Taber-
nacles.

In 196 approximalely 12,500 members
from the easlern part of the United States and
Canada met in a large tent. The following year
the conveation cenler and guditorium, with &
scating capacity up fa 15,000, was compleled.

Uver Ihc years more sltes have opened
both in the United States aml Canada, with the
allendance, locally, dwindling to approximate-
1y 5,000

The local site Is ove of 12 in the United
States, wilh six in Canada. [nternational sltes
number 30.

The Fall Feslival is a time for members
all over the world to gather for prayer and
vecrealion and to hear key church speakers —
among them, Garner Ted¢ Atmsireng and Her-
berl W, Armstrong.

Church members (rem (e surreunding
areas also meel at the local site on Saturdays
for church services, comlucled by (he locnl
pastor. .

[}

Garner Ted Armstrong
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