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New Armstrong church threat to father’s?

Gannett News Service
Garnar Ted Amnu-ung. excom-

unicated evangelist for the contro-
wnu-l Worldwide Church of God, is
nlivn and well and living near Tyler,

Harblrt W ihd
patriarch of the M-_yur-dd church
and father of Garner Ted, is alive and
living in Tucson, Ariz. But is he well?

For that matter, is the entire mul-
timillion dollar

well?
These are questions that have
church members, financial
and curious outsiders for
several years. They came IOI belﬂ =
and he-acllm — maonths ago
senlor Armstrong pulmsmnmmf me
church, severed I'lmmnl llel lnd
warned church mem
contact with his "dllldlomllipw.'d
son, lest they also be excommunicat-

When a member is disfellow-

ipped, he is en to contact
other members, who, in turn, must
avoid him. He also is subject 10 eter-
nal damnation.

Disfellowship of Garner Téd, who
once claimed 20 million radio lis-
teners, was o drastic move for
church,

True, rumors of Garner Ted's al-
leged sexual appetites and other sup-
posed violations of rigid church doc-
trines had run rampant for years.

Rader apparent victor in power struggle

members

hearing Garmner Ted on the church's
radioand television show, “The World
Tomorrow. "

The ousting of Garmer Ted has sent
waves of speculation about the
church’s general well-being.

In recent months, the church has
sold two of its three jets, closed its
Ambassador College campus in Big
Sandy, Texas, (a campus in England
also is up for sale), cut enrollment at
its Pasadena, Calil. campus by more
than two-thirds and is selling more
than $1 million worth of real cstate in
Pasadena. rship has reported-
1y fallen in the past fe'-)'urslnﬁ,lll!

Armstrong, the church's
s remained clusive and
refuses o talk to the press.

In September, Gamner Ted added to
‘Worldwide's woes when he formed his
own breakaway church, the Church of
God, International n Texas. Many

HERBERT ARMSTRONG
Kicked son out of church

think Garner Ted and his new church
will siphon Uﬂ a significant portion of

=GN Photas
‘GARNER TED
Started new organization

WOAI in San Antonjo, Texas, which
carries Garner Ted's new evangelical

and gome of
its. mmm: Herbert Armstrong has
warned members of his sect not 1o be
“enticed” to follow his prodigal son,
But Garner Ted, 48, said his new
church is doing well. He said he is
averaging $2,000 a day in donations
through the mail and expects to bring
$10 million 10 Tyler within a year,
And Kathy Mays, of radio station

said, “1 get lots of calls
from ilnmmn every day and just
forwarded more than 20 letters to him
from today's mail. "

Garner Ted doesn't seem surprised
by his apparent success,

“It is inconceivable to me that the
charges made against me will dis-
suade old, longtime followors who
have been listening to me for 23

years,” he said.

new church are not a threat to World-
wide.
“You can call it (what Garner Ted

interested in doing the work of God, he
would never have been pul out of the

church.”
If Worldwiders leave the group to
follow Gamer Ted, it could leave the
'aridwide organization with added
financial u.lffimh,y and perhaps alter
the lifestyles of those in the upper

members feel obligated to contribute
10 30 percent.
WM for his and other leaders® lifes-
lyln (I’lll:h include expensive auto-
and art collections), Rader
-Hdudlnehhdl-wrllhdm
them and doesn't feel guilty about
them despite the much poorer lifes-
tyles of many
“The church hll commitment to
doing everything in the ble
way and | assume not every member
is concerned about it," he said.
The church teachings are based on
a literal interpretation of the Bible.

. war

Members follow an Old Testament
calendar and celebrate neither
Christmas nor Easter
The family is the i

importance, and Christianity is as
much a way of life as it is a faith,
Members generally are politically
conservative -ne.d;;nrd church
teachings as provi solutions to
family and world problems.
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PASADENA, Calll, (AP) — Four months
lllcr the ouster of TV evangelist Garner
ed Armstrong, the troubled Worldwide
Churtllul God has a new crown rince — a
formerly Jewish lawyer-accountant whe
could inherit the rich religious empire of
Armstrong's father.

Stanley Rader, smooth-talking adviser to
ailing 86-year-old church patriarch Herbert
Armstrong, has em as victor in an
apparent power struggle that pitted father
ngﬂnﬂ son, with Rader in the middle.

counsel and treasurer of the 75,000-member
church.

During a four-hour interview, there was
only one question be declined to answer —
the exact amount of his salary.

“My salary was alwaysa little more than
Ted Armsirong’s,” Rader says. It is known
that the son received $55,000 a year plus
s:dl perquisites as private planes and trips
abroad.

The Worldwide Church’s lavish spending
on its leaders has been a sore point with its

The upshot was Garner Ted's
ship last June. Rader compares the father-
son schism of Herbert and Garner Ted 1o
the biblical story of David and Absalom:

“The son wanted 10 destroy everything
the father had built.”

Now, the mustachioed 45-year-old Rader

jes Garner Ted's former office, with

its views of sn mountains and the
church's Ambassador College complex. He
travels the world with Herbert and, by his
own account, has taken Garner Ted's place
in his father’s heart.

+Mr. Armstrong has said publicly very
often that 1 am a son in whom he is well
pleased,” says Rader. “The only other one
he ever said that about was Ted Arm-
strong.”

Rader, a convert, ggvenpa lucrative law
practice in his rise to become general

and Some have quit in

protest.

“We're quite wealthy,” Rader says. Last
year, the fundamentalist sect grossed $68
million; this year it will be closer 1o §78
million.

Yet, the church spends more than it ge(s
- ha wear $1.2 million more — but Rader

insists it goes 10 the church's prime mis-
sion, to spread the word of a second coming
of Christ.

Most money comes in tithes from
and “coworkers,” non-members
who contribute.

Rader met Herbert Armstrong in 1956
when he came o California from White
Plains, N.Y., as a young lawyer and began
handling church legal matters. But he did
not become a church member for nearly 20
vears.

—GNS Phote
STANLEY RADER
‘Son in whom he is well pleased’
“My background was Jewish, but I was
not in any religion,” Rader says. “It wasn't
something | thought about much.™
By the middle 1960s he had become close

with Armstrong, he recalls. “Mr. Arm-
strong asked me to give up all my commit-
ments and devote my talent, energy and
time 10 him. In 1968 1 said yes.”

Rader claims, that when Herbert sul-
fered a heart attack in 1077, Garner Ted
tried to seize control by claiming his father
was senile and dying. “1 think he believed
‘his father was so sick and so weak he would
never return 1o an active role,” says Rader.

“Where Ted made his crucial mistake,”
e says, “‘was he tried to run me down in the
eyes of his father and that tipped his hand.”

Now, Rader is in the church, baptized “in
@ bathtb at the Mandarin Hotel in Hong
Kong" while on a world tour. And Garner
Ted is gone, seeking converts for his own
Church of God International and, he says,
glad 10 be out of his father's “fear-ridden
organization."

“Mr. Rader is very clt!ar!y the victor in
what was a power struggle,” Garner Ted
says, “He moved into my office, imo my
desk; his secretary sits where mine sat.”

On Rader's desk is a portrait of the

grandfatherly Herbert Armstrong with the
inscription: “1 was shooting the moon on
you."
Many — including Gamer Ted — think
Herbert eventually will tap Rader as his
successor, but Rader shrugs this off. 1
don't feel that is my calling. I don't want o
be a minister,” Rader says, then adds: “0f
course, several letters have come in re-
cently telling me that Christ was not a
minister. He was a carpenter.”

‘Corner Vine and Wigging
Sunday School #:30 a.m.
Maoming Worshin 10:30 a.m.

wllawship Supper
5:30 P.M.
Evaning Service 6:30 P.M.
Mid-week (Wed.) 7,00 p.m,
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“An Active Family
llllISTlAl IIEFORIEII GIII.IIIG’H :
and Tippacanae Streets 3

Fh-- 742-41291 or 447-2433
10:30 a.m. Moming Worship -
. "The Reformation Promise— Righteaus in Chrish!" 3
7 p.m. Evening Worship
“Reformation Day 1978"

Rew. Thomas Van'iLond

Rev. Samual Ten Brink, Pasisr

FAITH
BAPTIST CHURCH

2925 5. 18th 5. 474-4474
Bill Goode, Fosor Dave Stewart, Assistant Pastor
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