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RADIO CHURCH OF GOD

Canducted by

HERBERT W, ARMSTRONG
Box 111, Eugene

September 10, 19357

Dear Brother Dodd:

Your letter of the 6th just came. I was just pgoing to write
you anyway. Have been so very busy I have been unable to keep up with
things, but now have a secretary in the office every day (Bxoes Sabbath
and Synday), and am getting Claude Bllies, whom we ordained an elder
some few months ago, more and more into the work helping me, so I hope
soon to have a still larper work so organized that 1 oan keep up with

ite

First, I want to tell you briefly about the Camp Meeting here.
I heard, thru a minister supposed to be "on the inside", that I was
slated to go at this meeting here. The plans were to make the Holydays
the issue of the Camp Meeting. Hgwever, we have a GOD to trust, Brother
Dodd, and it is at such times we may learn, IF we will trust Him, that
He CAN BE TRUSTED. All plans misoarried, and all schemes and political
tactics came to naught, and God overrullede Some of us fasted and
prayed, and we trusted God, and kept stille It was a time to STAND
STILL, and SEE THE SALVATION OF THE LORDe It was HIS battle, not
ours, and I kept much in prayer and let HIM fight its The Feast
days were not so much as even mentioned on the Camp grounds except
that onme minister broke his pledge of silence in a night sermon and
began to assail the Holyday truth, but instently Otto Haeber got Dugger
and Alexander to leave the big tent for a hurried counsel, and as he
gew them going out, the speaker instantly changed his subjects Af'ter the
service a special elders’ meeting was ocalled, inocluding all officers of
Eugene Church, and this minister was very severely rebuked and due
apologies made to us. Instead of them tying me up, Brother Dodd, THIY
were tied up, and bound on their word of honer, bafore Camp Meebting
started, not to mention the Feast Days publicly or privately on the Camp
Grounds. Apparently another plan was hit on=-~that of toaring to pleces
everything I preached in their sermons=--but all the brethren, especlally
those from out=of=-gtate who knew nothing of the controversy or their
antagonism toward me, quickly sensed it, and turned agninst the "leaders"
and the sentiment was very marked---against them and favorable to mes
When they sew how things were golng, they were stumped for a while., I
did not answer basck. I was ocareful never to say a word publicly or private=
1y ageinst any of them, directly or indirectly. I was careful not to
let snyone, especially from out-of=-state, know of any iseue, or any
differences whatever. I tried to preach the most spiritual and helpful
sermons I could when 1 wns permitted to speake The "leaders" managed
to control the speskéng program, se I spoke only four times, and only '
twice st night, Dugger and Alexander carrying the heaviest assigmments.
However, on both Sundays I had a new 1938~model large l6=~tube Zenith
redio placed on the platform of the big temb, whioh brou
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The brethren began to remark that there was a decided lack of
spirit in the sermons of the "leaders." They soon noticed who they
were hitting at, and of course the reaction was naturally in my fatvor,
About the middle of the week they changed tactics, and all beocame,
(outwardly) very effusive, and friendly txodduekx toward me when they
came in contaot with me on the grounds. I was not in a single elders'
meeting, oxcept the one that night when apologiles were made to me and
the Eugene church officers, until Sabbath afternoon, the day before Camp
Meeting endede You know I have been pastor at Jefferson and Oregon City
Churohes, as well as Eypene. At this elders' meeting they pulled off
a neat political triok. Without the knowledge or consent of the conpgre-
gations involved, they pushed thru a resolution making Alexander the
permanent pastor at Jefferson, second largest church in Oregon, and
Zoller pastor at Oregon Citye I was silent in this meeting except to
express the opinion that they should consult the congregations concerned
as to whether they now wanted to get rid of their pastor and have these
other men, saying I was perfectly willing to abide by the decision of
the memberships. This was quickly ignored, however, and the resolution
pressed thru. When they learned of it a little later, two women of
Jef'ferson Church, wives of officers, broke down and oried over ite.
I have just roceived a letter from Jefferson sayinp several did not
attend last Sabbath, Soveral say they will not attend any more, and
nearly all are dissatisfied. I had just gotten things where the
brethren of the Stanberry Church there had disbanded their church and
were coming over with us=~-some 25 or 30 of theme Ngyw they say that is
all off. WHY is it, Brother Dodd, that the "leaders" can only TEAR
DOWN, and want to fight those whom the Lord is blessing, and oppose
those who are really building up the organization? Well, I'm keeping
hands offe Tt's the Lord's work, and Hys battle, and He will surely
fight it HIS way. At Oregon City they say I have been their pastor
about 9 years, and still eme. The members there say they never have
affilliated with Salem, W. Va., and refuse to recognize any such reso=
lution passed by it. They will welcome Zoller in attendance, but net
accept him as their pastor, Zoller, by the way, quiockly recanted on
the feast day issue when pressure was brought to bear by the "leadersa'
He did accept themy but now is "in line."

Now I understend Dugger did devete quite a 1little time during
Camp Meeting to meking privete visits in the homes of brethren here,
and in these visits he did all in his power to turn them against the
feast dayse But I think he turned no one. He ran up against somethinge
One place where he called, they told him point blank thet if his game
was te put me out, all Oregon would go out with me, and he would not
have any ohurch left here. This man then told Dugger that if he wanted
my oredentials, he could get them from me in ten minutes, Dugger said
he did not want them. '

I heard, supposedly from one sitting ﬂn'“ﬁﬁ§fiﬁ§$dat“_ﬁhgﬁ they
still had one trump card up their sleeves to spring on the final Sundaye
Tyhey were to put thru a plan whereby all money for the radie work must
first pass thru their hands, thus giving them 3 t, so they
could stop it unless I came to termse | he mch a plan I
never found out for sure, except my infe: ~a reliable
source, However, we were called to Portla: y afte
the radio broadoast Sunday morning,
on for appendicitis and was i
they hed such p’ Feeaiessy
Oregon a week af :
seoret. However,

€




In emchange for thelr pledge not te bring up the Feast Days ot
Camp meeting, we offered Alexander the opportunity te essupy my pulpit
in Bugene Churoh the first Sabbath eftter Camp Meeting, with all our
members present, to attack the Feast Days. He did thils last Sabbhath,
devoting twe solid hours in an effort te overthrew theme 5o far ag I
can learn, every Eugene member still stands as firm as evamﬁ»—in faoct,
more so, for now they have heard the other slde thoromghlys A few from
Harrisburg were down, and of these about three, I think, who had at
least partially accepted the feast days, probably were turned against
theme One lad about 18 sald aftor the sermon he never would keep another
feast day after that sermon. But these people never were really estabe
lished in this truth, and had not heard me preach much on it. At Jefferw
son, I understand one man, a deacon, has swung "into line" and will do
whatever the organization offioially approves on the question, but I
think all the others there still stand 100% firm for the feast days.
They were unanimously keeping them. One elder there has been keeping
the holydays for years. I'm sure they will never swing him, nor the
other deacon, nor many of the younger married people there. They may
possibly win over the other local elder, but do not think they have
vet, and perhaps they will not be able to. Some of the out=offmstate
brethren came to me during camp meelbing and said they wanted to hear
the TRUTH about the feast dayse Tney knew there was an issue over it,
and wanted to hear our sidee. I explained I could not speak about it
during Camp Meeting, but would send them something onfit, 4if they

requested it, later.

Brother Dodd, we need not fear what men can do unto us, so
long as THE LORD is our helpewt. lMlen camot stamp out a truth of God,
when God's time has come for it to goe The result is, things stand
about where they were in Oregon. I stand exactly where I dide T am
gtil1l unmuzzleds I have repeatedly REFUSED to agree to be silent on
this or any other question, or to preach as I am told by mens The
leaders lkmow well exactly where I stand. I am still one of their
credentialled ministers. John Kiesz accuses them of showing respeoct
of persons, putting you out for your belief in the holydays, and
leaving me in when I believe in them as strongly as yous So far they
have not made this right, by either restoring you or putting me out.
In order not te show respect of persons, it does look like they must
do one or the other, They sent me a statement to sign, agreeing to
BE SILENT on =2ll points I do not see eye~teweye with the leaders on,
seying, "It is up to you, Brother Armstronges" I refused to sign, and
replied, "It is not up to me, IT IS UP TO YOU," To be consiswent,
they should either put me out or restere you, it seems to me, unless
there are faetors I do not lmow, Hgwever, I have remeined voluntarily
silent on the holyday issue, feeling this is pleasing to the Lord for
the present, since they have made a bone of contention and strife out
of it. But T =am not silent in our loocal churchese Nor have I agreed
to be or remain silemt. I do want to see pesce and harmony and leve in

our midst, and intend to do everything in my power to preserve it. I

have NOT st any time given them just cause to put me out, nor do I
tntend to. I always did, and will, co=operate them for harmony
and unity as far as they will let me, but am kinﬁhéliah*h
as God gives the light, and to preach as HE e

| to please
my Lord smd sct as He would have me. B
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Is this true? Has Freeman fully accepted the Feast Days, since
thoroughly studying my menusoript? Where does Barnes stand at the
present on it? I know where Kiesz stands. He's not quite as estab-
lished as you and I, but I think he will continue to keep theme 1T
expect soon to have a mimeographed artiole on the Feast Days for those
who especially request it, but not necessa ly to soantter broadcast.
I want to work CONSTRUCTIVELY, fer peace AAd as well as truth, and in
1love, and not do anything in a fighting way, or in a way that will
stir up the old stink pot and cause bitterness and strifes When it is
ready, will send you a copy, and others who really want to kmow the
fxwxk truth and are not prejudiced, may have one.

Glad to know your subscription list is growing. The truth will
be accepted by all God's own people in due time. Ve mast have patientes
We must work in love, with wisdom, and charity for all.

Our summer evengelistic campaign was the must successful ever
held in Oregon. Several at the alter, and at the close we had about
30 who had amcocepted the truth. IHowever, all of these will not stick
and become established, and I think it will result in about 20 actual
new members in the local churche Te already have 60 members, SO this
will probably give us about 80. I think that will make us the largest
congregation in the country in our organization, will it not? Our
radio work is now tak#ing a new lease on life, and we have just started,
last Sunday, on a larger Portland station, giving us a greatly inereased
sudisnce. However, we cannot get thru by wire on the net-work, so
gfter our net-work broadcast from Eugene at 10 Sunday mornings, going
out over Fugene and Salem stations, we have to drive thru 123 miles
+ o Dortland for the afternoon broadcast there et 4: P.M. I take the
quartette, and pianist along, but we are making transeription records,
and when the weather gets bad, and after we are established on that
station, I shall probably use electrical transcription for the music,
having our own singers make the mzipxzpeEinitgximrxexak  records
specially for each broadcaste I can mow get this done in Bugene
cheaper then I can transport the singers up there and back, and then

I can go by train,

I elready have an electrical transcription of one ocomplete
30 minube program, and we plan to make two more next weeke I want to
send one or more of these to you, for I am especially anxious to have
you hear our programe Radio men here now pronounce it the best re=
ligious broadeast on the Coast, if not in the country. 1 do not know
whet they have in the east. But we have improved our progran until I
feel it is now worthy of a coast=toeceast nete=work, and in due time I
feel the Lord will open the way and make this vast accomplishment
possibles Local radie owners are already endeavoring to work out a
proposition to put us on the Mutual net=worke The station we are now
on in Portland is on Mutual, altho this net-work is not yet actually
open 2 nd operating on the Coast. Such a broadcast would cost be-
twien $10,000 and $30,000 per broadcast, each week, but our local
radio owner believes it will pay ite ovm way by contributions from
listeners, if they will only work out a proposition giving us & littde
hesd-start, and without obligating us unless the money comes in. Our
radio work is now self-shstaining, and I do not ask for money over the
air, eithers Will you let me kmow what we could buy time for on some
station there, for two or three 30-minute rograms £ we get & .
suffioient response, we ocould continue it, perk 4 leotrical trans-
cription. If you Ggﬁﬂ.d buy time for us on some syt |
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$2450 to §5 per time (30 minutes) I will buy that time fer twe or
thme‘bz-oadmsts, and then you oan hear our program as it comes off
the a::.r. If not, then you can hear oud pros;;-m anyway from the
r?oozms, provided you can get some radio station, during heurs when
they are off the air,:te give you a private auditien of it, 0Or,
I.think any of the newer-type phonographs, eleotrically amplified
like a radie, and usually having radie and phonegraph :mmbined_. and
equipped for running the large reconds=--1 belleve they are 18=inoh,
and st the slow speed, about 1/% ordinary speed,=-=could run this
off for you, so that you and a small group of those interested might
hear ite I would like to have you hear just what we have.

I ngy start a big oity-wide campaign in a big tabernacle in
Portland about November. Did I tell you beferefe-~a big permanent
tabernscle has been offered to me in a very umisual manners Another
radio evangelist, whe was on the same station we now are on, leased
the ground with a five-year option to buy it, and then bullt a
$15,000 building seating 800 people on it. He established a big work
there, based on his radio prorgam. He used the radie to draw the
orowds to his tabernascle, and kept it well filled. He outgrew it
and last Fall built him a bigger place. He did not owm the ground,
se when he left his $15,000 building reverted to the owner of the growx
Mo the owner is STUCK with it. It is on one of the main thru artery
smt boulevards, at a busy interseotion, in the very heart of Portland.
The very finest location in the oity. I8 is really business properiye
The owner camot sell it to any ohurch organization, as all who are
large enough to use it already have thei owm buildings, and others are
too small to handle it. The place remeins idle and vacant, and taxes
are piling up over $400 a year. Tpoy have offered to GIVE me the §15,00¢
building as a presemt, if I will buy the ground on easy terms, at the
same prioce this other evangelist agreed to in his optione They wanted
a fair down payment, I made them a counter propesition, without any
down payment whatever, but on terms the same as he pald as rent for
the ground only, and on suoh basis as will give us 18 months at this
1ow rent te raise up a ghurch, at which time we either meke a
fairesized larger payment and have the place deeded to us, or else
lose what we have paid as rente They have tentatively accepted Ry
propositions I do not lnow how 1t will work out. The building is only
5% years old, has the best acoustios in Portland, and is one of the
best=knovm places in Portland, due %o this other evangelist's five-
year program there., I am not sure yet the Lord wants us to under-
take such a program at this time. If se, He will cause them to let
us have it on these terms we oan handle, and if not He will olose it.
I believe, if He does give it to us, we ocan attraot the orowds, and
reise up a good work theres But Iwant to get the Plain Truth, ®y
evangelistic magazine, whioch I formerly mimeegraphed, going again this
Fall in printed form, and it may be that this and the radio work
is ewough for the present. We ocan branoch out frem Portland by net=
work, as fast as funds received permit, and a very great work may be

acoomplished by radio and magazine alone, withow gednd o

a six-nights a week preaching pregram thrown in. '
physically stand up under the whole lead. 'h
wants me to undertake it, and I have oce dtte
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