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RADIO CHURCH OF GOD
Conducted by

HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG

g . Box 111, Eugene

L. July 6th, 1937.
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Dear Brother Dodd:
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Just todey received back the manuscript on the Holydays, which
apparently had lain over in the local express office for more than a
monthe It had been soaked on water and is in bad shape, but this
seems to have happened in transit or the local office here, as your
letter inside waes in the same condition. Nevertheless it is still
readablee

Well, Brother Dodd, I am more than heartsick over the way
matbters are laping in the ohurch at large. It is hard to hawve to
completely lose faith in men you had learned to love, and felt you
could trust, H wever, my eyes are now fully open, and I know we do
have a man in execubive power who is abusing that power as a pope or
n Mussolini, end that by dishonest, underhanded, and deceitful
hypooritical methods. Fven tho it hurts, we must face faots, and some-
thing ought to be done, for the seke of the church at large, and the
hundreds of good, earnest, honest brethren who love the Lord and want
to serve Hime I have felt it would be far more pleasant, personally,
to just drop out of the Salem organization, for our work here stands
squarely on its own feet and will continue to grow and prosper as
long as we permit the Lord to bless it, regardless of men or opposi-
tion. Howewer, some have made me see that it is only a few leaders
who have gone wrong, and for the seke of hundreds of good earnest,
willing children of God in the ranks, we must remain in and do all
we can to save the Church and purge it of these evils.,

The question is, WHAT CAN I DO? Alone, of course, nothing.
T do not kmow much about who is who, or the exact Bituation in the
east and middle~west. It seems to me the only remedy is two things:
1st, elhhinete the office of general overseer, which is not a Bible
office, especially as at present excercised. With this, so constitute
the board of sevem, if there is a way, so that one man cannot dominate
it and chop off ministers' salaries at his own whim, and use the
treasury as & whip to keep ministers in line as his puppets and thus
to contrel the organizetion. Second, to throw out the present doctrinal
basis for unity, '8l speaking the same thing," and that what Dugger
is eble to force thru by the power he wields, dnd substitute the BIBLE
vasis for unity, LOVE, which meens charity and tolerence for the other
brother who does not mgxsmx see every little minor point the same way
we do. Let the 40 points remain as the only doctrinaii basis, and
leave ministers FREE beyond that. I have never gone contrary to the
40 points, Their critiochsm of you and me is going on BEYOND them in
new light. The Church must not be bound and gegged with a shut-foor
policy ageinst edvédneing in light and truth. If these two changes can

be affected, I believe we can have peace. The question is, HOW CAN WE ATTAIN

THEM? It seems to me the way ik to line up all the ministers we can
on this program, and if we cen line up a majority, put it thru at some
meeting. You know the situation. What do you suggest?
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Now it mey be that Dugger still controls the MAJORITY of the
ministers, in numbers, but it Jwks to me like the LEADERS, in real
power, ability, end influence, are with us, with men like Barnes, Kiesz,
Freeman, and yourself, Many here have begun to urge upon me that I
could help most by getting out over the country, meeting the brethren
of the various churches, and speaking before them. So far I have never
felt called to any work outside of Oregon, further than the conviction
that our radio work is to expand, I hope, to & coast=to-ceast broadecast.
But if it is the Lord's will, I want to i’d yvield to it, if He opens the
WaY e

Now briefly about the situatiop in Oregon. Severel weeks ago,
soon after the Detroit meeting, Dugger sent me a letter saying I had
not answered his letter (altho he received the answer at Detpoit, and
it was just strong enough he pretended not to have received it) and
generally designed to put me infa wrong light if shown to others. Then
I learned that he sent =2 copy of it to every member in Oregon whose
name and address he had, together with another general letter from him
to them, designed to put me in a wrong light and injure my prestige
with the brethren here. At the same time he started Wme. Alexander on
the way to Oregon, and at the same time he wrote out a statement for
me to sign agreeing to REMAIN SLIENT on all POINTS Y¥¢ he and the other
ministers do not see with me on--~~in other words, except as Dugger
gives consent, This statement, together wilth a letter to me assuring
me my signature to it would put me back in a right light before the
brethren and ministers, was sent to Adams at Salem, for Adams to sign
pretending it had come from him, and was then sent on to me by Adams
by registered mail, return receipt demanded., He figured this was all
so timed that, when I refused to sign it, he would then send another
letter to the brethren here telling them how heavy his heart was, and
how he grieved (?) that DEAR Brother Armstrong had proven he was not
in harmony, and was umwilling to labor with the other ministers in love
toward peace and unity---and inasmuch as the Seripture says to MARK such
men as cause division emong us, it was his very sad and painful duty to
mark me, and declare my place vacant. He would then inform them that
Alexender was now in Oregon and was in charge here, and they should
look to him as their minister from now on. But it did not work out as
he planned. Immediately I mimeographed his statement, with three questions
I asked all the brethren here to sign, asking their advice and counsel as
to whether they wanted me to sign a statement GAGGING and MUZZLING me,
to agree not to preach any of the truths of the Bible except such as
obher MEN told me to preach. I asked them 1lst, whether they wanted me
to sign it, 2nd, whether they knew of any division I had ever caused,
or whether I had caused anything to warrand my being cast out, and
Srd, whether they wanted the doors of the Church CLOSED to advanoing
light and truth. I got it quickly to all the brethren except some iso-
lated ones, and they all UNANIMOUSLY signed NO to all three questions,
So then I wrote both Adams and Dugger and told them how the brethren here
are all together in perfeot harmony and UNITY, end how they, in UNITY
advised me. Alse that I was sending in a two~months' statement or report,
and the brethren were waiting to see whether it would be honored or not.
Dugger replied, evading the issue, passing the buck to Alexander, and
telling me he was in charge here. Dugger accused me of misrepresenting,
but all the brethren know I did not. Well, a telegram arrived the day
the big tent was brought to Fugene, telling them to hold it up for
Alexander, but it came a few hours to late, and I got the tent and

pitched in in Fugene. The cempaign here was on when Alexander arrived.
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|1 grested Aléxander with all the love and‘good neture T could,

 and asked him to preach for me the rnext night in the big tént. He had

_been here several days before He came to sqe me or let me lmow he Was
here. He determined to pitoh the smaller tent in Harrisburg. So°I
zave him all $he help I possbly dould, etting sedfs, ‘pulipt, tos

. all arranged for him, -a.':_m_{goxirioing hi's‘mee_rt:‘i'ﬁgl over the ‘air; ete. BUT,
since I.em pastpr at Eugene and Herrisburg, and Oregon City, T have
taken charge and KEPI charge at every mestinig. - | - .

: . Now the reaction.to Dugger's letter to all the brethren here
wes just the opposite from what he hoped. It brought a 16t of very
strong letters back on his head, and some of them were pretty much to

the peint. I think you got a copy of one of two of them, Many more-
wanted to write him, “but put it‘off.end finally neglected it. The

: _brethren here are absolutely solld.s nd united. Aléxander has been

f

presching on seeing eye~tomcye, and letting the fwelve do our thinking
for us and tell us what we xmmk must believe. In his sermons he has

mede insinuabions with double meaning, in my directions. The brethren
_all get all this, and come to me and say, "Well, Brother Armstrong,

we cen stand a 1ittle. persecution for the loré's sake, Give a calf enough
" rope, and he'll heng himself,". That 1is‘the reaction, so far.

L‘aé‘b‘w&ek. Otte Haeber. wrote me fr‘dm Los .:Ang;éie‘s' :hé wa_s‘ not over-

 seer of tHis district any more, and. consequently no lonhger in charge of

" our Camp Meeting, and since Alexander was of ‘the Twelve, he should take
charge. But that,' since he was s_)en_f"hefé by Dugger to undermine the
work and cause division, the wery thing Dugger tries to aocuse me and
you of, did not suit the brethren either, so again we acted promptly.

2 T gppointed a COMMITTEE to teke oharge of the Camp Meeting, with two

from Fugene church and one from Jeffersons I had this all agreed to
‘with Tugene brethren and Sabbath went to Jefferson to 1line upfthe
brethren thers on it. But ATexander wes there, too. S0 I had to do
“*§t 1igh under Tax byess T took the Floor the second Sebbubh-gohool wes
" gismisseds T had the two ‘elders and one doacon lined up on the
" proposition, widerstanding why this wes nevessary, but that was all
T had time to speak to before the church srvice. Then at the opening
“‘of Church service, I explained the plan for ‘the committee, and who had
" been appointed on it to them all, and asked for their approvel---and
‘g0t it. AYexehder wes furious. He seid he had written Haeber and
authdrized him to go shead and take charge as usuale I replied that
would be Fine, I ‘Ymew Otto would be glad to work WITH the committee,

» “and tHe comrittes would be glad to have him sot as heretofore, but

IT' WAS CHURCE OF GOD SYSTEM to heve things done ORDERLY, and to have

a GOI'JM—ITT}_BE to e re‘gponsi‘bie_ for dunds, arrangements, ‘etto.. and I

lmew Elder Alexander would epprove. Well, there was nothing else for

< him %o do, bubt he wes oo upset to presch, and so I went ahead and.
preacheds Thinks like this hurt me---I hate to do them, but I felt it
was nemessarye. This camp meeting mey be very. importante It might be
negessary t& teke steps”such as at S.De Camp Mebting where Dugger was
refused permission to presich. I felt it a safegubrd to have a committee
IN CHARGE, and ofvmef who #ill hot hestitate to.ACT if necessary. And

- ‘gooperheps Alexander 18 beginning to learn how far he is'in charge of
the work in Oregom. The brethren are with us herey and that is why

> Pugger hés.not dared put me outs -He has discriminated ini my faver, and

. ghovmrespéct to persons, and that is why. I dg'_wiSh‘ycu could be here
foriCamp Meeting. Try to urgé Froeman to come.. . ik b i
territorry right nowe--ad solid for the holﬁdqysqrggégiizugl.{;gofr:géal
Dugger is fighting te Split us up herey and we must fight to hold what



we have. The Lord is opening the way miraculously for a great work here.
I believe and preach the truth about the House of Israel---that the U.S.

".and Great-Britain are the ten tribes. I gather thru the Torch of Israel
you also are familiar with this truth. In fact T am printing a book on
1t.  Am in co-operation with the Anglo-Saxon Federation of Amerioca,' and
their héad men, Dre Rand of Detroit, spoke “in our church here a-féw
months dgo, and ‘T also spondered an addréss by him before the local
business men at a luneheon at our leading hotel; ‘Their Portland office
end I aré planning to co~operaté together in teking over a big permanent
tabernacle in Portland. It seats 600 to 1,000 people, and 48's &plendid
building, in the most central posgible locetion of #he.city for evangelistic
purposeg--=the very heart of, the big e@st’s;demrégidenoe_sgctiop. They
want to co=operate with me &very way possible, They are not a church or
“sect, but merely an orgenization forpromoting this Israel truth. They
heve no really capable.radio speakeg,,vnd_a%pumbrezthannonthuaigstio over
our redio .program, and I think all ¥he r many hundreds of members dre
rogular listeners and some beginning to contribute. “If plans work out,
I plan to start a big city-wide evangslistic” campaign in Portland in
October or November--wprovided the Lord contirues €6 open the way. I need
another seasoned evangelist, ahd must have one to do this, and heve
writben John Kiesz ubging him to ocoms and join me in it. Clawde Fllis,
a young man in Fugene ochurch, is coming along in the work splendidly,
leads music at bhurch and in the big teht, and preaches some now, Ve
recently made him an elder, He will developf right along in the work.
Has hed a real genuing spititual experience with the Lord, & very spiritual
and earnest young man of around 26, married yith four children, He has a
wonderful tehor voice, and is ncw‘takigg‘tfa;ping, Wwhich I arranged out
of the,radidfond.hmy_daughter also is taking training, and is turning
out to hé'cné?qf‘thg‘léading sopranos in Fugene. . She has a very unusual
" voice, natural talent, and s now gotting cells to sing on all kinds of
‘radibjgnf‘pﬁﬁiiplprogrdhs, most of which éﬁgzmnst turn deym. Our nxed
quattntﬁé@[ﬁhiﬁhfnow,Suppfiég all the radio music, is nlso trained by
the best voice teacher and ghoir director in Fugene each week, and they

/ h&veﬂn@?ﬁhitr%hSIELSt;!da..Wﬁére they are so beawtifully together that
they are good enough for a national nét~wo§E; Their singing really is
& beautiful thing to hear, ndt e partiocle amatourish, yet without that
overdone training some put into it, but with real expression instead, and
perfect smoothness, "I th%yk the Anglo-Saxon Federabion will get back
of our radio program, or make some arrangement to. co~operate. This is
opening up the bizgest opportunity T have ever hesrd of in the Chyrch of
God. Portland is a eity of more thar 300,000, and we are acknowledged now
to have easily the best radio chureh program on the west Coast, and
with thet program going oh a stronger station (I have ‘just signed for a
year with'a more powarﬁul'station)e~-qnd with thie big permanent tabere
nacle, a womderful work can be done theres. I feel we oan raise w e
church of" & few hundred membbrs there in a year's time.  Also- that the
?ﬁiig work will now go on from station to, station untilAlt ds Coast b
088U o ‘ i i 2 e : )
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. Brothor Dodd, 1f we are right with God, and He blosses us,
‘men oannot stop us, Let us pray to keep down all bitterness, I lmow
Just how you 61, and pray for me too,.for. I do.not want any bitterness
Yo oresp in, and it is herd to-keep it out when men do some of the things
recently done, B t we myst oontimue to love.and Pray. for thems Now
regarding using my manusoript, I feel .I had better ask you te hold off
for the preseit, until T can prey over it and think ever it further, at
leasz.hgﬁgu are, of course, walcoms'to use the MATERIALe But if I oconsent
- :-oubright to your using -1t you know What,Duggét_ubelé-do;jand he would call
that the 8ot § remind him' T have never c teds T ’
vnat €0 G0, WL B LI BRSO I Eed T 19 hard to non




