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In this issue we continue 
our series of articles on the 
Work of God around the 
world with a report from 
the manager of our office 
in Vancouver, British 

Columbia. 

by Dean R. Wilson 

r IS surprising to Canadians how 
little most people in the world 
really know about their vast coun­

try. This lack of information was em­
phasized by President Richard Nixon's 
now famous faux pas referring to Japan 
as the United States' biggest trading 
partner, when in actuality Canada's 
trade with the United States is far 
greater. 

This basic lack of general informa­
tion carries over into God's Church. 
We in the Canadian part of God's 
Work have found that most of the 
brethren in other areas are not very 
well informed about Canada and the 
Canadian Work. 

How much do you know about 
God's Work in Canada? 

People and Climate 

Canada is the second largest nation 
in the world in land mass. However, its 
scattered population from Newfound­
land to Vancouver Island is just over 
21 million. The majority reside in a 
band about 200 to 300 miles wide, just 
north of the Canadian-V. S. border. 

Canada is a melting pot - people 
from almost every nation, race, ethnic 
group and background are to be found 
within its borders. Legally, Canada is 
bilingual - speaking English and 
French, with the majority of those 
speaking French in the province of 
Quebec. However, numerous other lan­
guages are spoken in parts of Canada 
- German, Ukrainian and various 
American Indian dialects, to name just 
a few. 

Some ask us, "How do you stand 
that terrible cold weather all of the 
time?" Amusingly, tourists occasion­
ally drive across the U. S. border into 
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Manitoba or Saskatchewan in the sum­
mer with skis on their cars expecting to 
find snow. Many who live in the West­
ern United States think Canada is all 
mountains and snow. 

It may surprise some of our readers 
to realize it is possible to golf and ski 
12 months out of the year in South­
western British Columbia. In every 
area, the spring, summer and fall sea­
sons are beautiful, and even the winters 
have their beauty in spite of the fact 
that they are long and cold in most 
areas, except the Southwest. 

Growth of the Canadian Work 

Surprisingly, the Work began to 
reach Canada back in the thirties when 
a few Canadians began to pick up the 
broadcast from our one radio station in 
Eugene, Oregon. Later, it was heard 
north of the border from stations in 
the Portland, Seattle-Tacoma and other 
areas. 

By the end of 1960 we also had three 
Canadian radio stations carrying The 
WORLD TOMORROW broadcast - in 
Ontario, Saskatchewan and Quebec, 
the latter in the French language -
and a mailing list of about 5,000 read­
ing The PLAIN TRUTH regularly, all 
handled of course from Pasadena. 

It was decided in February 1961 to 
open an office in Canada to serve the 
Canadian people. Mr. Garner Ted Arm­
strong journeyed north to Vancouver, 
British Columbia, and located suitable 
office space in the beautiful new United 
Kingdom Building in the heart of 
Vancouver. Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Pra­
ther were sent to Vancouver to manage 
the small, conservative two-room office 
that had been leased. In the summer of 
that same year, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Pinelli were added to the office staff to 
assist in the growing work. 

In March 1962, Mr. Ted Armstrong 
wrote to Mr. Prather: "Have you 
thought at all about obtaining addi­
tional office space - about the future 
need of it - or analyzed the rate of 
growth so as to have any idea what­
soever about the time when we MIGHT 
need additional floor space in that 
building? I know that the present vol­
ume would certainly look as if such ex­
pansion would perhaps never be needed 
- but bear in mind that we still have 
virtually no radio outlets in that area!" 
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Since that letter was written, office 
and warehouse space requirements have 
increased from two small rooms to 
three fourths of a newer building in a 
Vancouver suburb, with a total floor 
space of around 28,000 square feet! The 
staff is now composed of 40 people. 

The mailing list of The PLAIN 
TRUTH has jumped from just 5,000 to 
well over 200,000, including both 
English and French editions. The 
broadcast is now heard on over forty 
radio stations which cover most of 
Canada. The telecast is a tremendous 
boon to the Work in Canada, and is 
aired on over twenty television sta­
tions. 

Actually, there has been only one 
area in which we have had difficulty 
getting sufficient coverage - French 
language radio broadcasting. And one 
third of all Canadians speak French. 

At present we are advertising in the 
Reader's Digest every month in both the 
English and French languages. Clearly, 
the Canadian Work has expanded rap­
idly due to tremendous coverage in all 
media. 

Church Growth 

As the Work in Canada grew, God 
began calling out of this world a small 
number of Canadian people. At first, 
the summer baptizing tours sent out 
from Ambassador College provided the 
only face-to-face contact these people 
had with others in God's Church. Then 
in February 1961 , Mr. James Friddle 
started a small Bible study in Van­
couver, British Columbia ; by June 
1962 around 40 were in attendance at 
the Bible study. 

Yours truly was sent to Vancouver 
in June of 1962 to manage the growing 
office and to pastor the first Church of 
God in Canada. Mr. Roderick C. Mere­
dith, visiting the Pacific Northwest at 
the time, officially opened the first 
meeting of the Church in Vancouver 
on June 18, 1962 with 39 in atten­
dance. 

Since then God has continued to 
call more and more Canadians into His 
Church. At present we have 27 
churches and 10 outlying Bible studies 
stretching the full breadth of Canada. 

(Text continued on page 32 
Map on following page) 
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BOOK REVIEW 
The Living Bible - Paraphrased 

M OST members of God's Church 
have rightly understood that 

The Living Bible captures the story 
flow of the Bible, but is not a literal 
word-by-word translation. 

It is certainly permissible to read 
The Living Bible, but always keep in 
mind that it is a very free paraphrase 
and errs greatly at times. 

One of the "Twelve Rules for 
Bible Study" is: "Don't establish 
doctrine with Bible helps." In the fi­
nal analysis, The Living Bible is es­
sentially a "Bible help," not a 
translation. It is a paraphrase of the 
Bible, often leaning to what one sin­
cere, but nevertheless deceived, man 
thinks the Bible is trying to say. 
Sometimes he does an excellent job 
- but at other times he goes way 
out on a limb. 

Another of the twelve rules for 
Bible study is "Don't put vague 
scriptures first." By making vague 
scriptures "come clear," but clearly 
wrong, The Living Bible could possi­
bly deceive and mislead those who 
are not extremely careful. 

Many people do not realize the 
Bible is, in the original languages, 
literally cryptic in some passages. 
Such unclear passages are not always 
"King James euphemisms;" they are 
often Hebrew literary or poetic ex­
pressions. And in the New Testa-

THE WORK 
IN CANADA 
(Continued from page 5) 

Nine new Canadian Churches were 
inaugurated in 1972, and with more 
ministerial assistants we antlClpate 
starting additional new churches this 
year. Now over 6,400 attend church 
services and Bible studies regularly. At 
present there are 35 ministers and 23 
ministerial assistants working in the 
Canadian Churches. 

Canada is divided into three church 

ment as well as the Old, many 
parables and prophecies were writ­
ten to cloud the meaning to the 
masses (as we already know) . When 
a deceived man tries to " uncloud" 
such passages, he is very liable to 
make errors. 

After all, Peter DID say Paul was 
" hard to be understood." So don 't 
trust all of The Living Bible's "easy­
to-be-understood" versions of Paul's 
complex sentences. 

For example, The Living Bible re­
peatedly refers to Christians "going 
t'o heaven." This is, a continual 
source of confusion to those who 
write to us, our Personal Correspon­
dence Department tells us. This par­
ticular error shows the paraphraser's 
faulty understanding. But other mis­
taken concepts are more subtly writ­
ten and could possibly lead some in 
God's Church astray if they rely 
solely on this paraphrase. 

The paraphraser's lack of under­
standing is graphically demonstrated 
by the following quotations taken 
from the preface to the final two 
volumes - Living Laws of Moses 
and Living History of Israel. (The 
Living Bible originally appeared in 
seven consecutive books beginning 
with The Living Letters in 1962.) His 
anti-law approach colors his whole 
"translation" process. He wrote: 

districts. Mr. Gary Antion, pas to ring 
the two Toronto Churches, is the dis­
trict superintendent over the Eastern 
region of Canada. Mr. Glen White, 
pastoring the two Winnipeg Churches, 
is the district superintendent over the 
Central district covering Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. Mr. Richard Pinelli, pas­
toring the two Edmonton Churches, is 
the district superintendent of the 
Western district covering Alberta and 
British Columbia, excluding the Van­
couver and Victoria Churches which 
are pastored and supervised by the Van­
couver office. 
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. . . Many of the laws recorded 
here are obsolete, now that Christ 
has come. So why read them? One 
reason is that we can rejoice in 
being free from them! For Christ 
has set us free. Well does the old 
hymn remind us: " Free from the 
law, oh, happy condition! . .. " Do 
not only think "Oh boy, I'm glad 
I'm free from having to follow all 
those weird rules! " But also think, 
" What was the purpose of those 
rules?" (Preface, Living Laws of 
Moses.) 

I too am horrified at the God· 
ordained slaughter you will read 
about in the early pages of this 
book. As a pacifist, I am devas· 
tated that God is a God of war 
and judgment and vengeance .. .. 
From reading these books I came 
very close, I fear , to a spirirual 
collapse (Preface, Living History 
of Israel) . 

However, the worst result from 
reading only this version may not be 
false doctrines or twiggy arguments, 
but rather a lazy approach to Bible 
study, and a lack of awe for the pure 
Word. 

Of course, you have seen The Liv­
ing Bible quoted on occasion in our 
articles, but that has been only to 
add color and life to already clearly 
understood verses. 

The Li1!ing Bible is meant to be 
read and scanned for story flow , but 
not to be "studied." David was in­
spired to write, "The words of the 
Lord are pure words: as silver tried 
in a furnace of earth, purified seven 
times" (Ps. 12:6) . We can't afford 
to let one man's paraphrased version 
lead us astray in the slightest! 

As a result of superlative past and 
present growth, Matthew 9:36-38 takes 
on a most significant meaning to us in 
the Canadian Work. For God 's people 
in Canada truly are scattered abroad, 
many of them as sheep without a shep­
herd. The harvest is truly plenteous -
and running over. The need for shep­
herds is greater than it has ever been! 

God is blessing the Canadian Work 
with unprecedented growth. And the 
responsibility is on all of us, as His 
people, to "Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into His harvest." 0 


