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EDITORIAL

Justifying a Group’s Existence

From time to time many organizations go through a
crisis of identity when they wonder about why they
exist, Invariably, the leaders and loyalists of the organ-
ization embark on a campaign to come up with a list of
all the reasons that can be used to justify their exist-
ence and explain why they should not join or merge
with some other group or simply disband.

Among religious groups thatlistof reasons generally
includes a particular doctrine or practice, or a particu-

: . & lar combination of doctrines or practices, that no other
gmup emphamzes The conclusion is, "Our church has somﬁlhmg very
important to tell the world, because no one else believes as we do.” Consider
the fictitious First Church.

At a fictitious church business meeling Mr. Jones questioned the emphasis
First Church placed on the fictitious doctrine of Original Cognizance. An elder
immediately responded, “Well if Original Cognizanceisn’'ttrue, then we're just
like these other churches and we might as well go join them; after all, they're
bigger and more visible than we are.” Other stalwarts of First Church joined
in—reaffirming the truth of their doctrine and its importance for the world. As
the meeling closed, the members were salisfied that they had successfully
justified their existence because of the unique doctrinal teaching they could
bring to the world.

First Church is typical of so many groups that believe they have certain
truths that the world won't hear from any other source. Their identity is so
wrapped up in being different from everyone else that they can justify their
existence only by affirming their uniqueness.

| submit that to predicate a group’s existence on theological uniqueness is to
build on sand. There is only one reason that is both necessary and sufficient
for any Christian group to exist and it is this: The human race is suffering and
dying, and we have Balm for the suffering and Life for the dying! What greater
reason could any group have to justify its existence? What more reason does
any group need? It matters not how many others are offering this same Good
News. It matters not who else has the same beliefs, the same traditions, the
same everything. As long as the world is crying out for help, there is justifica-
tion for 100 such groups that are salving the wounds of the sulffering and
preaching the words of eternal life.

It a group thinks it can more effectively preach the gospel and help the
disadvantaged by merging with another, that's great. If a group thinks it can
just as effectively preach and minister on its own, that's great too. But if a
group has to cast about for particular doctrines, or special traditions, or lack of
traditions in order to justify its existence, then it has missed the vision of what
the gospel message means in a world dominated by the kingdom of darkness.

—Richard A. Wiedenheft
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And now abide

FAITH,
HOPE, LOVE,

these three, but the
greatest of these is

LOVE.
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VICTORY OVER DEATH

by Desmond Ford
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Unly Christianity offera firm
grounds for hope 1n the face of
death. Without the fact of
Christ's victory over death, our
own death would be swathed in
gloom, and therefore our life as
well. We look to the end of a
thing to find ite meaming. If our
end is dust forever, then life has
been a farce. But none can find
the skeleton of Christ. His worst
enemies could not find 1t nineteen
centuries ago. In the very place
where he was executed as a male-
factor, his resurrection was pro-
claimed and believed in. And it
isthat resurrection which makes
our own certain.

The existence of the Christian
church testifies to the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. Nothing else could
have transformed those broken
men and women and filled them
with radiant power—a power
that did not diminish before the
threat of martyrdom. Read the
resurrection accountsin the four
Gospels. They differ in details
for there has been no attempt to
forgealie. They all havethering
of truth. Hundreds who had seen
the risen Christ were still alive
when the first letter to the Corin-
thians was written (1 Cor. 15:6).

Paul declared that Christ's resur-
rection was a fulfillment of the
ancient Scriptures (gee 1 Cor.
15:4). On the first, third day of
hietory the earth had rigsen from
the waters, On the third day of
his death-sentence, Isaac was
delivered ae in resurrection. For
long centuries Israel reaped on
the third day after the Passover
the firgt fruits of the harvest,
pledge of the great ingathering
to fellow. Jonah had been reaur-
rected from the watery abvss on

Arrir. 1990

the third day. After Aaron’s rod
had lain in the darkness, Mozes
found that i1t had budded—Ilife
from the dead. When Israel
crossed Jordan they took from
thence twelve stones and placed
them as memorials in the new
land—emblems of the resurrec-
tion of their nation from the
death of slavery.

FProphets also had foretold the
resurrection of the Messiah.
While Isaiah sadly portrayed the
“cutting off”" of the Servant of
the Lord, he also wrote that he
would “zee his seed” (Is. 53:8,10).

Pgalm 22 divides into two gec-
tions, verses 1-21 filled with sor-
row and death, but then verses
22-31 which speak of one who
lives to give his testimony before
hie brethren and hefore whom
all the dead shall one day bow
{see also Pa. 16). Because the
Messiah would conquer death,
the Old Testament foretells the
resurrection of pood and ewil
alike (Dan, 12:2),

In John 19:41 we read, “Now
in the place where he was cruei-
fied there was a garden; and in
the garden a new sepulchre,
wherein was never man vet laid.”

Alexander Maclaren speaking
of John's characteristic stvle
BAYVSE:

. .1t 18 guite in John's
manner to attach importance
to these apparent trifles
andto givenoexpress state-
ment that he is doing so.
There are several other
instances in the Gospel
where similar details are
given which appear to have
had in hig eves a aymboli-
cal meaning—e.g. “And it
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was night.” There may have
been such a thought in his
mind, for all men in high
pxcitement love and seize
symbols, and [ can scarcely
doubt that the reason which
induced Joseph to make his
grave 1n a garden was the
reason which induced John
to mention so particularly
its situation, and they both
discerned 1n that garden
round the sepulehre the
expression of what was to
the one a dim desire, to the
other “a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead"'—that they
who are laid to rest in the
graveshall come forth again
in new and fairer life, as
‘the garden causeth the
thingsthat aresowninitto
bud.™

A garden 18 the svmbol of life
and death, of life after death. It
is the place of seeds which in
winter seems dead but which
burst forth in spring to gladden
the earth. Adam had sinnedina
garden thus bringing death and
turning that garden into a wil-
derness. The second Adam came
to that wilderness, hved and died
gbediently, and turned the wil-
derness into a garden.

For us in this life, there is no
garden without a sepulchre, The
shadow of death 1ttend5 all
things beautiful. In the days
when tuberculosis was much more
widespread than our own, the
signg of abnormal beauty and
brilliance were often the indica-
tions of coming death. The uni-
versal phenomenonisthe sign of
universsl sin, “Death passed

B

upon all men for all haveginned”
(Rom. b:12). Even nature by its
rhythm testifies. Dayis followed
by might and summer by autumn
and winter, Weariness, weakness
presagethe oncoming end-death,
and everv sicknesg i a mini-
death.

But the good news of the Gos-
pelsisthat Chriast hassanctified
the grave and plucked the sting
from death. The grim reaper has
himself been reaped by the Lord
ofthe harvest, For “now is Christ
risen from the dead” (1 Cor.
15:20). His resurrection 1s the
seal on his finished work. It tes-
tifies that all men have been
legally justified, for Christ “was
put to death for our trespasses
and raised for our justification”
(Rom. 4:25). That is, his death
was the result of our trespasses,
and his resurrection was the
result of the justification of the
human race which he had
achileved. Thus Scripture affirms
that Christ “has abolished death”
and turned it into a mere sleep (2
Ti. 1:10; 1 Th. 4:16,17). Now we
know that God does not deapise
mankind and leaveitinthe grave.
Did he do so, would not we
despise others and not reckon
their death a matter of signifi-
cance? If, in the providence of
God, we ultimately become
refuse, what is there to stop us
treating each other as refuse
now?

But to us has been given the
assurance that to die is no more
a venturing along a lonely path.
Christ has traveled it before us
and trodden down every thorn.
The sepulcher of every baliever
18 1lluminated by his presence,

Let none tell you religion is
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irrelevant. Itis the most relevant
thing in the world, if it is the
genuine article and not that
parasitic growth which attaches
itself fungus-like to all things
living. Plato was right when he
wrote that “men areindanger of
forgetting that they who rightly
praemua philosophy study noth-
ing else than dying and death.”
Death is the iron ring round
existence, and our earthly pil-
grimage has been described as
but a torso—"a watch or a vision
between a sleep and a sleep.”
Nearly 1400 vears ago, Edwin,
King of Northumbrna, was visited
bv a Christian monk endeavor-
ing to persuade him to accept
Christ. One of the warriors
addressed the king in words
recorded by the venerable Bede.

“The present life of man
upon earth, O King, seems
to me, in comparison to the
time which is unknown to
us, like the swift flight of a
sparrow through that house
wherein vou sit at supperin
winter with vour ealdormen
and thegns, while the fire
blazes in the midst, and the
hallis warmed, but the win-
trv storms of rain or snow
are raging abroad without.
The sparrow, flying in at
one door and 1mmediata13r
out at another, whilst he is
within is safe ﬁ'ﬂm the win-
try tempest; but after a short
space of fair weather he
immediately vanishes out
of vour sight, passing from
winter into winter again.
S0 this life of man appears
for a little while, but of what
is to follow or what went
Ara, 1990

before we know nothing at
all. If therefore this doctrine
tells us something more cer-
tain, it seems justly to
deserve to be followed.”

And Edwin built the first York
Cathedral peointing to the heav-
ens as man’'s desgtiny.®

Christisrisen! We need despair
of nothing—mpain, tragedy, guilt,
death. He changes all. He uses
all. Nothing is impossible to him
who lives this very day making
intercession for us. We are not
alone and we are loved. Death
has been interrupted in its
seything—0One has come who
has destroyved death and who
enables believers to reign over it.
We enter “a new creation”
crowned '-mth life everlasting as
we see the significance of the
death of the Son of God. Reconeil-
iation, peace, and life replace
alienation, enmity, and death.
ERejoice evermore!
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Heprnted from A Kaleidoscope of Diamonds,
Volume Two, & 1986 by
Deamond Ford Publications

CHANGE
OF ADDRESS???

By all means notify us in
advance when you move. If we
send a SenTiwer to your old
address, the post office charges
us 306 to return it=and you risk
missing that issue.




Clinging to Victory

by Jerry Griffin

I hate to lose! Don't vou?
Whether the game is tiddley-
winks or tennis, ] want to win.
Within meis the human drive to
succeed, to overcome the odds, to
make the affort wnrthwhﬂa.

That's why defeat is such a
bitter pill to swallow. And it's
even harder to take when vou
play vour heart out and can’t
seem to get an even break, or
when your opponent arrogantly
I.'Ilﬂ.}l’ﬂ by hook or crock, No one
enjoys being robbed of victory.

[feelthesameway aboutdeath.
Don’t you? I know it is inevita-
ble, yet death seldom plays fair.
There is injustice in death. It
plays by its own set of rules and
by its own time clock. It arro-
gantly takes control, imposing
limitations, cheating families of
years of happmesﬂ and robbing
us all of our most ﬁr&luable
possession—/Ilife itself. For these
reasons, death is more than just
an opponent in the game of life;
it is what the Bible frankly calls
it—the enemy!

I know, because on N ﬂvember
28, 1989, the pale hand of death
touched my family, taking my
mother intoits possession. There
is no better way to describe what
took place than the work of the
Enemy.

It did not happen because we
failed to put up a good fight. We
had the best doctors, tremen-
doussupport from family and

8

friends, and lots of prayers. And
no one fought harder than my
mother herself, Her faith and
apirit were strong to theend, She
wanted so much to get well, like
she had done four vears earlier,
She looked forward te life and to
seeing her grandchildren grow
up.

On one trying day in the hos-
pital, Mom told Dad, “James,
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I'm hike a hittle squirrel hanging
on the end of a limb. 'm not
going to let go. So whatever yvou
do, don't cut down the tree,
because that limb is the Lord.”
True to her word, she never let
go.

By sheer faith and effort my
mom should havewon. Sheshould
have beat death. But death didn’t
care about her determination
and will to live; it didn’t care
about the medical marvels of the
doctors; it didn’t care about how
much her family loved her. Death

played by its own rules; the game

washixed. Even though my mother
had literally played her heart
out, the enemy still won.

Yet the entire contest is not
over. Death had won that game,
but not the full set and match.
There 158 a final round to be
played—one in which death will
meet 1ts master. That day will
come as certain as death now
comes. The Giver of Life will not
let the enemy gain the ultimate
victory.

In the hospital my mother was
hooked up to a technological tree
of life—an array of IV's and blue
infusion boxes that measured out
precise doses of medication and
nourishment. She was sustained
by this tree, but her full trust was
notinit. She was also surrounded
by numerous members of her
family tree, She was encouraged
by that tree, but her true hope
rested in another. As she said,
the limb she clung to the ﬁrmeat
was the Tree of Life. She knew
that that was the only way to
beat death at its own game. Her
faith was in the OUne who had
Himself conguered death, and

Avr, 1990

who promises to do the same for
those who cling to Him.,
By His own word He vows:

I will ransom them from the
power of the grave;

Twill redeem them from death.

0 Death, where is vour sting?

O Hades, where is your victory?

This promise takes the sting
out of death for today and spells
doom for death’'s power tomor-
TOW,

My mother believed it, and I
believe it. Don't you?

Reprinted from the Feb, "0 Bible Advoeafe,
which the author serves as editor;
19940, Hible Advocate Pross

ADVERTISEMENT

Deceptions
Concerning
Yahwel's
Calendar

When man:.rindﬁfidua]s begin to study Yah-
weh's Hioly Seriptures, they come 1o recognize
the multitude of pagan doctrines that have
erepl tate the weachings ol ioday's chunches
and assemblies. However, it seems that few
‘ever come (o realize the full exvent to which
these pagan ideas control atl gov-
erning catities—religious or polifical.

This recently published BOOK is said to be
THE most ENIIGHTENING now avail-
abhle. Write today for FREE INFORMA-
TION, orsend S15.00, United Stutes Cuerency,
for your copy=Postage and Handling PAID
in the United States. (Canada and ®Mexion,
add 2,06 Cither Foreipn, add S4.00, for Sue-
face Postage.) Send Your Request To:
Deceptions
P.O. Box 2442, Abilene, TX 79604
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(Road) Race

Concessions

in South Africa

In the March 1983 edition of
The Sabbath Sentinel the story
was told of a South African ath-
lete, Kevin Rochford, who won
gold and silver medals in the
Saturday-scheduled Karoo Mara-
thon from 1980-1982. Heran offi-
cially but alone on Fridays—24
hours ahead of all the other com-
petitors—with special permission
from the race organizers. Satur-

day evenings combined lists of
results were drawn up to decide
the placings and distribution of
medals and prizes. This policy
has continued for the past ten
Vears.

Saabbatarian Kevin Rochford
is still running for the Univer-
sity of Cape Town - now as a
veteran. He 1s a professor of
science education and well estab-

ik
""\t
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After the Beauford West 52 km Marathon cCOncessionary
run on Friday, August 11th, 1989: Town Clerk Mr. Jan van
der Merwe receives a trophy donated to the Beauford West
Athletic Club by Professor Kevin Rochford on behalf of his
church. In addition to Rochford, other SDA runners include
Gerald Steyn, Johan Pretorius, and Dr. Eric Webster (back,
l. to r.). Sampie Bezuidenhout (extreme right), chairman of
the South Western Districts Road Runners, assisted the four
Sabbathkeeping athletes with drinks during their Friday
race. Also pictured is Mrs. Elwina Otto. (Pholo courlesy Mrs. E. Rour,
Beaufart West Courier)
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lished internationally as an
academic,

Despite his requests over a
period of many vears, however,
virtually all important athletic
events in his region have
remained scheduled on Satur-
days. Last yvear he decided to
invoke the Lord's help to break
out of this sporting iselation; he
took the problem to his weekly
Wednesday evening prayer group
in Cape Town.

In an astonishing manner the
eight-vear period of sporting

drought suddenly broke, and
special dispensations have been
officially granted by race organ-
izers month after month, and,
most recently, week by week.

Together with other Sabbath-
keepers, Kevin Rochford sudden-
ly found himself even racing two
different marathons within six
dayvs of each other!

He won a shield in the Satur-
day-scheduled Knysna Marathon
on Sunday, July 16th, then
improved his time by four min-
utes to win a gold medal five

Kevin Rochford, inthe inaugural Beaufort West Marathon
on a Saturday in 1975; he went on to win a gold medal in 3
hours 32 minutes. One month later, because of his Sabbath
conviction, he terminated his racing career as it reached its

peak. Fourteen years later, he ran this race again—on a
Friday.

APriL 1990 11




days later on Friday, July 21st,
1989, in the Saturday-scheduled
Riebeekberg Mavrathon.

Atthetime of writing, racesin

more than a dozen different geo-
graphical areas around Cape
Town have been opened up for
mabbathkeeping athletes, who
have been formally granted spe-
cial privilege by race organizers.
What an answer to praver! By
running and completing the set
courses either on Fridayvs or on
sundays under race eonditions,
seventh-day observers have
qualified for medals, badges, T-
shirts, awards and placings, like
all the Saturday runners.

Open invitation to compete on
a concessionary basis have been
extended to them this yvear (1989)
from towns and cities such as
Oudtshoorn, Mossel Bay, George,
Knysna, Bonnievale, Uniondale,
Kenhardt, Fish Hoek, Springholk,
Willowmaore, Claremont, Laings-
burg, Ficksburg, Riebeek-Kasteel,
Beaufort West and Nababeep.
To date this witnessing has led
directly to two baptisms and twe
conversions to belief in the
validity of the seventh-day Sab-
hath.

Strangely enough, racingon a
concessionary day has opened
up unexpected benefits to many
aother appreciative athletes. Three
examples will suffice.

Firstly, secular race organiz-
ers too busy officiating on Satur-
daysthemselves have been grate-
ful for the opportunity to run
with Sabbatarians on the alter-
native days, thus earning the
appropriate medal, badge and T-
shirt on merit for formally com-
pleting their own marathon
GO S,

~ Secondly, rugbhy players with
saturday match commitments
have also been able to earn
medals, badges and T-shirts by
racing with the Sabbathkeepers
on Fridays, listening to their tes-
fimony while running shoulder
to shoulder!

Thirdly, last year the Friday
competitors were accompanied
in the Karoo Marathon by another
unexpected athlete. Atrelatively
short notice he had to be back in
Cape Town, three hours away,
on the next day (Saturdav) to be
the hest man at a fmend’s wed-
ding. Without the Friday con-
cession opened up for him by
seventh-day observers, he would
not have gained the second con-
secutive silver medal for which
he had trained so hard.

As health-conscious church
members continue to witness pub-
lically for their faith by means of
aport, newspaper and radio in
different regions of Southern
Africa, month after month the
Sabbath truth 1s being brought
openly before hundreds of new
people for the first time in ways
one would never have imagined
possible,

-Submitled by Kevin Bochford

How to Promote the
smabbath in Your Area

If vou are interested in sponsor-
ing ads in vour local newspaper
that will promote the Sabbath and
the aima of The Bible Sabhath
Association, wecan help vou, Write
in yourfar our information sheet
entitied 'Reaching Out Throurh
Local Adverfising.” ’

The Hible Sabbath
Association
Fairview, Oklahoma 73737
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National Sunday Law?

In recent months many Sab-
bathheepers have become con-
cerned about a bill before the
U.5. House of Representatives
(HR 746) that would establish an
independent commission to recom-
mend to the president the desig-
nation of commemorative
events—sgpecial days, weeks,
months, or vears. Currently
these can be enacted without a
voleof congress if218 representa-
tives sign on a8 SpONSOrs.

Typical of the concern of many
Sabbathkeepers is that expressed
by SDA Attorney Max A. Corbett
of Houston., In a November 6,
1989 letter o SDA President Neal
Wilson, Corbett wrote: I advise
yvouof. .. H.R. 746, under which
... aNational Sunday Law could
be put into effect. Inasmuch as
this bill currently has enough co-
sponsors to assure passage, it
would appear to be discreet that
all Seventh-day Adventists be
forewarned that it would be entire

ly possible to have an effective
MNational Sunday Law in the
United States by the end of next
vear.”

Garv Ross, SDA General Con-
ference congressional liaison,
believes these fears are un-
founded. In a phone conversation
with the editor on January 3,
Ross indicated his view that the
legislation is benign. Itissimply
an attempt by congress to relieve
itself of the problem of mynad
requests for special commemeo-
rations {MNational Dairy Week,
National Education Week, Arbor
Day, ete), According to Boss,
those who are behind the law
were dumbfounded that it could
be construed as a first step
toward a national Sunday law.

Testifyving about HR 746 betore
the subcommittee on census and
population on February 6, Ross
urged that “no religious cause
should ever qualify for a national
observance.” He continued, “To

careful uge,

Wb

Who Gets It?

What becomes of vour estate if vou die without a will?

The state will decide according to a formula fixed by law. Your loved
ones will not necessarily be taken care of as you would want, So
regardless of how old you are, you owe it to those you care about to
have a valid will. When you make your will, remember that The Bible
Sabbath Association deeply appreciates bequests and puts them to

If wou would like further information about making a will, please

The EBible Sabbath Association
Fairview, Oklahoma 73737
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safepuard against even the inad-
vertent proclamation of a reh-
Fious cause, the commission
should restrict itself to proposed
observances that would oeceuronly
once annually and refrain from
honoring causes purported to be
‘holy,” ‘hallowed,” ‘sacred,” or
deserving of a ‘day of rest. ™
Alluding to days of prayers and
vears of Bible, Ross said, "We
urpge caution even in regard fo
this practice. It too could be the
entering wedge for the commemo-
ration of a religious cause.”

In Hoss's opinion, even if the
legislation is enacted, the com-
memorative event would have
only the weight of a presidential
proclamation and not the force
of law. Further, it would be for
one time only: it would not he
ONgoIng.

At the February 6 hearing,
Subcommittee chairman Thomas
sawver (D-Ohio) assured Ross
that the legislation was not
designed to establish religious
holidays.

e

JOHN 20:19 records that the Christians met on the first day of the week -
“for fear of the Jews.” Most Christinns have been meeting on the first day
of the week for that reason ever since. —John A. Conrod

ADVERTISEMENT

Spring Vale Academy
The Alternative

For high school students, thereis an alternative. Spring Vale
Academy, a coed bearding school for high school grades 9-12,
offers a quality Christian education based on the teachings of
Scripture.

# High academic standards

» Comprehensive Bible classes # {Christian friends

* Sports without Sabbath conflict » Informal prayer groups
# School day and evening dorm waorship times :

* Small class size | 2

For more information, write or call today:

Spring Vale Academy
4150 8. M-52
Owosso, MI 48867
(b17) 725-2391
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NEWS FROM THE BSA

Sunday Hestrictions

During January inquiries were
gentto high school athletic organ-
izations in 50 states about their
rules regarding the scheduling
of activities on Sundavs. By the
end of February, 35 had responded
and second letters were sent to
thoge that had not. Once all the
organizations have responded,
BSA will publish a compilation.
Already, 1t 1s apparent that the
vast majority of states have some
restrictions. A few have none
and even schedule major state
tournaments on Sundays. This
research is being conducted in
conjunction with action against
the Pennsylvania Interscholas-
tic Athletic Assn. (PIAA)regard-
ing their prohibition of Sunday
practices and contests. The action
is in the form of a complaint by
the Penna. attorney general to
the Penna. Human Relations Com-
mission that the PIAA Sunday
ban discriminates against Sab-
batarians.

Sabbath at Sommerhase
Sabbath at Sommerhaseisnow
printed. This 128-page Sabbath
storybook for children, authored
by Lettie Lippincott Siddens of
Missouri, contains 17 stories and
13 Bible lessons—all relating to
the Sabbath, all full of ideas for
making the rest day an exciting
one for children. The activity
packet includes some 30 work-
sheets, games, puzzles, plays,
and projects, With all the ideas

AruiL 1990

and materials in this book, no
family should ever have to com-
plain about not knowing what to
do with children on the Sabbath.
Itcan be ordered from BSA at§7:
the activity packet iz §3. Please
add #1 to vour orders to coverthe
cost of postage.

Send Us Notices of Meetings

Ag a service to the Tth day
community, TSS publishes among
its classified ads notices of con-
ferences, campmeetings, and fes-
tivals that are open to visitors,
Now is the time to send informa-
tion. April 15 is the deadline for
the June issue; May 15 for the
Julyissue, Thereisnocharge for
this service, however, donations
are appreciated.

Summer Travel Plans

BSA leaders will be attending
anumber of gatherings this sum-
mer. Tentative plans for the execu-
tive director are: July 4-5, Church
of God (Seventh Day) district
conference, Collegedale, TIN: July
7, special BEA -sponsored meet-
ing in Indianapolis; July 8-12,
SDA general conference in
Indianapolis; July 17-21, NE Dis-
trict Conf.in OH or WV; July 28,
Assoc. of Sahhathkeeplng
Churchesin Hendersonville, NC:
August 25, BSA-sponsored meet-
ing in Harrisburg, PA. BSA will
also be represented at the SDB
general conference at Linshorg,
KS, Aug. 5-11. For more infor-
mation, write BSA.
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LAW

ON THE LEGAL FRONT

An American Bar Association
seminar held May 19891in San Fran-
cisco was advertised for “Attorneys
who want to be on the leading edge
of an explosive new area of law.”
That area? Suing churches. Topics
included “Tort Law as an Ideologi-
ecal Weapon™ and "Expanding Use
aof Tort Law Against Religions.”
Some feel the ABA is growing
apgressively hostile to religion,
especially "fundamentalism.'

The following cases were adapted
from the Autumn "89 Court Report:

Ifn EEOC v. Hacienda Hotel the
UE 9th Appeals Court ruled on
8/10/8% that an 8DA room maid
was diseriminated apainst when
she was fired for reflusing Sabbath
duty. Teodora Castro had previously
worked at the hotel with Saturdays
off, 5he had been dismissed for being
pregnant and rehired after she bore
her child. She was fired again for
refusing to work Saturdays, Though
a union contract reguired schedul-
ing on the basis of seniority,
Hacienda made no attempt even to
arrange a voluntarv shift swap.
Businesses cannot use union agree-
ments as an excuse to do nothing.
The El Segundo, CA, company alsa
broke the law in firing Ms, Castro
the first time because she was
pregnant.

Concerned Women for America
v. Lafayette County prompted the
US 5th Court of Appeals to rule that
the Oxford (Mississippi) Public
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Library cannot refuse to rent its
auditorium to a religious group,
ginee it rents to variouns other com-
munity proups. The court said on
3/14/88 that no proof existed that
religious organizations would dom-
inate, “causing the advancement of
religion to become the forum's “pri-
mary effect’, [therefore] an egual
arcess policy will not offend the
Establishment Clause [of the First
Amendment].”

Graham v. Frank proved once
again that an employvee must some-
times make sacrifices in a Sabbath
work dispute. WCG member Richard
Graham was hired by the Past Office
part time. Per the labor contract he
was later designated a full-time
emplovee. Due to low sentority, he
could not get Saturdays off, Graham
sued when the accommodation
offered him by the Post Office was to
reassign him as a regular part-time
employee, thus denying him many
benefits and rendering him ineligi-
ble for future full-time assignments.
On 8/28/89 the Us 4th Appeals
Courtsaid that the offer was enough
to satisly the requirements of the
law, Sabbath conflict cases tend to
be very narrow and specific. One
court may rule one way and a differ-
entcourt another way in “identical®
cazes, Lot the litipant beware.

In Whitney v, Brown the US #th
Cireuit Court of Appeals ruled that
the Michigan penal syvstem must
allow Jewish prisoners to meet for
Sabbath and Passover.

THE SARBATH S ENTINEL




NEWS

FROM THE SEVENTH DAY COMMUNITY

Role of Women Debated at
SDA Annual Council Session

Owver 350 attended the Adven-
tists” Annual Council meeting,
Cet. 3-10, in Silver Spring, Mary-
fand, to discuss, among other
things, ordination of women. A
compromise on this divisive issue
was reached, sayving that they
may serve as unordained minis-
ters, performing similar duties—
baptisms, marriages, ete. They
may not organize churches or
officiate at ordination services.
General Council {GC) president
Neal C. Wilson said, “Based upon
extensive...surveys, there exists
the probability that approving
the ordination of women would
result in disunity, dissension,
and perhaps schism. . . Also we
didn’'t feel comfortable with con-
finuing to diseriminate between
unordained men and women in
ministry.”

The Annual Council also voted
to ban interschool league sports,
but not occasional friendship
games between schools. Most
attendees apparently agreed
with (GO education director George
Akers, who said league sports
setup a “play/amusement” prin-
ciple which detracted from the
desired “work/witness” princi-
ple, and introduced a spirit of
“rivalry and animosity.” SDA
college presidents, many of whose
institutions belong to the
National Collegiate Athletic

APriL 1990

Asgsociation, opposed the deci-
sion, noting that churches are
allowed to compete in church
leagues. GC vice president
Calvin B. Eock said, *"When the
guidelines were first discussed.,..
it was felt... an accommodation
should be made for inner-city
churches that face the challenge
of attracting and holding inner-
city vouth.”

The delegates also approved a
recommendation for the next GC
sesslon that much of the power
held by the North American Divi-
sion should be reduced to make
that division more like others
around the world. Like most Sahb-
batarian churches, SDAs are
growing much faster outside the
US.

Yahweh's Assemhly
VCR Tapes

aiah, a small ministry head-
quartered in Hocheport, Missouri,
has bepun the most reasonable
video tape lending and sales pro-
gram yvourdepartment editor has
noticed. For a deposit of five dol-
lars each, tapes of weekly and
holy day services by a variety of
speakers will be lent out by mail,
to be returned before additional
cassettes are sent. Any tape may
be purchased for five dollars. A
flyer by Pete Vacca of the Tape
Department points out that the
quality of reproduction is only
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NEWS

fair, due {o the use of amateur
eguipment. Yet this scribe sus-
pects people will be glad to accept
fair quality at such a reasonable
price, barely more than the cost
of a blank cassette at a discount
glore.

For religious groups of any
gize, the distribution of programs
copled by volunteers using good
quality home equipment may pro-
vide previously unattainable
access to the video revolution.
What a boon to shut-ins and
1solated members, who are gener-
ally poor, and for training and
edifying local congregations.
This idea sounds like a winner
and moat worthy of imitation.

Iron Curtain Adventists

Bulgarian SDAs may now print
4000 copies of Sfeps to Christ;
and funds that the government
had confiscated will be returned.
A Soviet Division is planned, to
become the church's eleventh,
due to striking Adventist gains
in the Ruasian empirein the last
three years, including the estab-
hshment of a seminary, a farm,
and three new unions (church
governing bodies below the divi-
sion level).

Victims of Revolutions
During the recent short war
between Marxist guerrilas and
the government of El Salvador,
a member of the Church of God
(Seventh Day) was killed by a
bomb. About 100 membera sought
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FROM THE SEVEMTH-DAY COMMUNITY

shelter in their church building,
while US brethren sent help. The
Adventist Development and Rehief
Agency (ADRA) set up seven
centers around San Salvador,
the capital city, to provide food,
medicine, shelter and clothing.
In Romania, two Adventists were
killed during the recent over
throw ofthe dietator. The ADRA
sent more than §130,000 in sup-
plies donated by SDA churches
around the world.

Indian SDB Eve Clinic

With a grant from Baptist
World Aid, Seventh Day Bap-
tists sponsored a free eye chinie,
September 13-19, at Government
Headguarters Hospital in
Mellore, India. Over 600 people
were examined; 100 got opera-
tions, Many got glasses and medi-
cines. All received food.

Colombian Church Matures
The Columbian Church of God
{Seventh Dav) has attained finan-
cial independence from its US
counterpart. Airenzo Angel, act-
ing president of the South Amer-
ican body, presented this news
to Robert Coulter, Director of
Missions Abroad forthe US/Can-
adian COG. The two met recently
in Quito, Ecuador, ratherthanin
Columbia, due to the drug vio-
lencein that latter nation. Of the
four COG congregations, two are
in Bogota, the capital city, and
two 1n the countryvside. A mis-
sion has been opened in a new
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town because of the church's
radio program, and a three-story
headquarters church is being com-
pleted in Bogota. A hombrecently
shattered all the windows in that
church; but services were not in
session; and no one was hurt.
Missionary Rafael Parra has
been sent to Guito from Bogota
to help train leadera for the
church’s ten Ecuadoran congre-
gations.

COG Needs Leadership
Jerry Moldenhauer wrote in
The Harvest Field Messenger,
the magazine for members of the
Church of God (Seventh Day)
which is headquartered in Den-
ver, “0f all the needs in the
[COG] right now, the Board of
Directors has identified Leader-
ship asthe number one priority.”

“IN FOR LIFE”

Ihd you know that you can
became a lifetime member of the
Bible Sabhath Association for a
contribution of S500 within & one-
vear period?

Several folks have taken advan-
tage of these lifetime member:
snipe. What about yon?

For further information, write
to:

The Bible Sabbath Association
Eairview, Oklahoma 173737

H:s articlemntheJan./Feb. iszue
emphasized that true leaders
bring about change, not simply
maintaining the status quo. The
COG needs both more and better
leaders and needs to ignore poli-
tics and old ways of doing things
when selecting them. The ﬂhumh
has"a serious leadership erisis.”

Advenisemenl %

Annauncing Our Book!
Deceptions Concerning Yahweh’s Calendar Of Events
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The House of Yahweh
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Resources Available From BSA
Books

Hiwtory of the Sabboth & Sunday by Johe FRs@ (B PR i simessemerresstrmers st rmes RS 1.
The Sobbath in the New Testament by Samucle Baochiocchi (275 PR revrvsimssssem i mscssmsssssne R, 230
Frem Soobath ta Sundey by Samuele Bacchiocthi {372 PR vomrmimmimiomeniisimsiissiiossitisisimrmensesssesmsems i)
Divine Reet for Humpn Reatlossness by Samaoele Breehiooehi (320 5.1 e eeeeetareert e TS o B
The Law, the Goapel and the Sabbatk by Frank M, WaLKESE (91 PO o eeeeeeseeesrsesmrereesssraressemts rsssercssts s sssssss e B3
Gods Sabbeth for Mankind by Richard A, Wiedon el 05 D oo sesseessesssemers s e sesesss e ssessesssesssesns ... GO

Directory of Sabbath-observing Groups
=ixth Edition, 1986, only ... et B0
Supplement, 1959' nn'!};; ettt 88
Sixth Edition and Supplement ... . - |

Back Issues of T.OSHE Sappata SENTINEL (when available ) ... 10 for £3: 30 for 5

Boocklets

Why the Secwntf oy SEHEGER U1 PILD 1ottt rossssre st e ettt rmsss st tssest st 20 ez 177000
Homan Cathaolic end Protestant Confessions About Sunday (19 pia T e BITS 100
The Mible Sahhath: Sereath Day or Firat Dayf {8 PR e s e eesspmessre s remares 148 ea.: $127108
Lible Truth Aboud "Salvciion by Grace Throuvgh Faith' by F. Walker (32 FF‘! R . | . |
Guestions for Seventh Dayists Arswered by T. LI2ell {38 PR eeesoomersreensmsssmsnesssssssssssssne LH1E OF ntock
Hes Sabbath Time Been Lozt? by Joaeph M. McGuire (20 pp. 'lr"'l SR PPOUUNURI | * -8 -1 -+ 1|
Tracts
The Rest of Your Life (25) . O B4 4 G s s s o e S . 108 ea.: 567100
Whatewer Happened to the Sahboth? (2 p b essmnstane s stss st s emes e e s er e e seem v e 8 S [08 oo 887100

Snmple copies of tructs nre available free if vou enclose with your
request o selinddreesed 318 envelope with 452 poatage,

Promotional Aids

BSA Brochurea ............... L TR L | | 110 o 1
Tl B R R RS T T TS E-] T8 ew,y 51,50 ea, for 10 or more
Bail point pens with impring: “The Seventh Dag is the Sabbath® ..., et R bt 25 sdoaen
T TR T - SR S A £ £ et s ommn s eecr e £ Pt £ ot Rt £ £t Sttt seim et et bt inst s bemnseem seme 21 domen
Poal cards with Sabbath MRRRLESE af T gide,

fpnce for peraonnl messnge and address on the other 8186 i erieemnrree B OEET

Cassette Tapes .o ‘-’ir nte fmr Er;smplete List
Please add §1 to all orders for shipping and handling.
Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD1Box222 e Fairview, OK 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200

Members of BSA may take a 20% discount off the single quality prices of all items.
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LETTERS FFIEIH OUR READERS

Sample Copy Response
The other day I received your
March '89 issue, unsolicited by
me, nevertheless interesting.
WhatI found interesting was the
amusement of the weary argu-
ments Eugene Peterson presented
for a Sunday observance of the
Sabbath day. But almost equally
amusing are the counter argu-
ments for keeping a Tth day Sab-
bath. Arguments presented on
both sides of this issue carry the
themethattheU.8.A. is a cursed
country because we as a society
do not observe “a Sabbath.” My
point is precisely this: if it is so
important to be obaervers of the
Sabbath and to tithe, why are
not these other nations [Japan,
Taiwan, Arab nations, West
Indies] cursed with intense drug
and financial problems, as we
are? All the forenamed cultures
vehemently reject God and his

Christ and the Bible, Now tell

me, why would God apparently
“Lless” these horrible heathens
vet single out only the inhabit-
ants of the U.5.A. for curgings of
Sabbathbreaking and not pay-

ing tithea? _
Paul Dentler
Olean, New York

Report from Panama

Please note our new mailing
address in Costa Rica. We still
live in Panama, but mail service
18 much better in Costa Rica and

much more secure. Aa we don't
live far from the border we find it
verv convenient to use that
address.

The Seventh-day Adventist
church in Panama is growing
fast in spite of the economic and
political difficulties. In 1988 we

added 3000 members to ourrolls

and in 1989 some 2000, Many
more are convinced of the truth
about the Sabbath but for
economical reasons haven’t vet

made their decisions.
Johannes (z. Nikkels,
Pastor/Missionary Gmrdmatﬂr

Panama

Sends Names of Fnaﬁﬂs
I wanted to thank you for TSS.
It's great. Here is a list of my
friends who might like your maga-
zine, Keep up the good work.
- Minnesota

Editor's Note: If you have Sabbathkeeping
friends wha might appreciate knowing
about The Bible Sabbath Association,

please send us their names and addresses;
we'll send them sample cnp:zs of some of our

materials.

&ppr&ciatﬁa BSA
Please send me your informa-

tion sheet “Reaching Out Through

Local Advertising.” I very much

appreciate your pu]:-h{:.at:mn. and
the work vou are doing in pro-

maoting the truth of the Sabbath,

Apri, 1990
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

FreeSabbath/Thanksgiving
1990 Calendars, Onepage, 11"
x 17" in color with Bible scrip-
tures. Write to: Don and Maggie
Sodergren, 45-020B Malulani St.,
Kaneohe, HI 96744, Would vou
like to give and how many to
family, friends, neighbors, chureh
members, strangers? One calen-
dar per home. (4)

San Antonio: Traveling through
San Antonio, Texas? Spend Sab-
bath with the Leon Valley Church
of God (Seventh Day). Call (512)
699-8805; 436-7535, 662-7616. (4}

The Jews were right after
all! Hereis Bible proof of the his-
toric Passover, slain at the end
of the 14th! Write for free article
to Triumph Publishing, P.O. Box
292, Altadena, CA 91001. (4,5)

What is the correct day to
observe Pentecost? Catholic Sun-
day? Monday? When counted
from the day after Passover, God
reveals the true Pentecost day
was never lost. Write for free
article and free Prophecy Flash
newsletter to Triumph Publish-
ing, P.O. Box 292, Altadena, CA
91001. (4,5)

“Speaking Out. . .on Issues of
Importance to the Christian” is
the name of our Newsletter, Would
you llke to receive it? It's free—

provided you passitontoa friend

- TX 79604.

: The Biblical Truth about Pass-
“over: 14th or 15th? Did Jesus
changethe Passover? Would Jesus

haveobeyed the traditions ofthe

after you have read it! Write to
Steve & Vivian McNeme, 2039
Montana Hwy B2, Somers, MT
59932, (4-6)

Want to contact the oldest
healthiest, active people? Write
Hazel Richards, HCA #1 Box 12
69, Niland, CA 92257, (4-1)

Single Christian man, age 31,
background in Sabbathkeeping
Churches of God, desires to cor-
respond with single Sabbath-
keeping ladies, ages 20 to 31.
Please write to David, Box 850991,
Richardson, TX 75085, (4-T)

Free subscription to The Pro-
phetic Word Magazine! Learn
the prophecies now being fulfilled!
Learn the prophecies for our
future! Write Box 2442, Abilene,
(2-1}

Jews or His Father? A series of
seven cassettes for a suggested

donation of $20, Order from Chris-

tian Biblical Church of God, Box
1245, Hollister, CA 95024 or call
(408) 637-1875. (3-4)

Tithing today? Ask Family of
God, 7119 Western Tr., San
Antonio, TX 78244. (3-8)

THE SABBATH SENTINEL
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Plain-speaking, in-depth mag-
azine of Bible truth—with insight
into current events and prophecy.
Free. Write YNCA, P.O. Box 50,
Kingdom City, MO 65262. (2-8)

Adventist Churchofthe Pro-
mise (Messianic), serving north-
west central Florida, invites you
to weekly Sabbath services. For
information call (904) 795-1758
or write P.O. Box 2426, Crystal
River, F1. 32629. (9-8)

Greetings from the Independ-
ent Church of God of Ft. Payne,
Alabama. You are invited to
attend services with us on the 1st
and 3rd Sabbaths of each month,
starting at 10 a.m. For additional
information call (205) 672-2581
or (205) 492-7565. (3-9)

LLantana, FL: The Christian
Church of God holds weekly Sab-

bath services. Serving southeast
Florida (West Palm Beach area).
For information write P.O. Box
3827, Lantana, FL. 33465, (4-3)

Good News Unlimited Meet-
ings featuring Dr. Desmond
Ford: Oklahoma City, April 27-
29: local contact: Dr. Harald K.
(405) 340-0506. Chattanooga, TN,
May 18-20; St. Elmo United
Methodist Church; local contact:
Dr. Terril Littrell (615) 821-2101.
For full schedule, Write GNU,
11710 Education St., Auburn, CA
95603. (2,3)

Classified ads are available al the rate of 30¢
per word (including each wqrd and cach group
of numbers in the address). Copy for classified
ads skould be sent, along with payment to The
Bible Sabbath Association, Fairview, OK
73737, Deadline is the 15th of the month for
the issue of the second subsequent month (e.8.,
April 15 for June issue),

New BSA Leaflet

very attractive cover.

Whatever Happened to the Sabbath?

Just two pages long, this tract challenges readers to search
the scriptures for support for Sunday observance. Then it
presents biblical evidence for the seventh-day Sabbath. An

inexpensive means of sharing the Sabbath truth; handy size
for pocket, purse, or correspondence (3 and 1/2” x 8 and 1/2”);

Copies are available for 10¢ each, $8 per hundred. Please add
$1 for shipping and handling. Free sample copy is available if
you send a s.a.s.e. with postage for two ounces. Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association

RD 1 Box 222
Fairview, OK 73737

APRIL 1990



IS YOUR
NUMBER
UP?

Your renewal notice comes with every issue!

The 4-digit number on your mailing label gives the year and month
that your subscription expires. For example, if 9012 appears below your
address, December, 1990 is the month of expiration.

Please renew automatically! Don’t miss an issue.

AnNnual SUuDSCIIPLION ....vvvveccevvriernsrseasresssnsrsssrssnssrsres $12 (814 outside U.S.)
Membership in BSA (including subscription) ... $20

If you really want to receive TueSansarn SentiNner.but cannot afford a
subscription, let us know your need. The generosity of others enables us
to send out a limited number of “love” subscriptions.

IF YOU'RENOT A MEMBER, CHECK OUT THESE

BENEFITS OF BSA MEMBERSHIP

Twelve monthly issues of TrHe Sagaars Senminer

20% discount on all publications made available through BSA.
20% discount on advertising in the SentnNeL

Privilege of voting via mail or in person on Association business,
including the election of BSA officers.

Eligibility to be a candidate to serve on the BSA Board of Directors.
The satisfaction of knowing you are part of the only organization of
its kind among Sabbathkeepers.
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Check the |abel onyour magazine: An"'M"” means you're already a member.
An "L" means you're a life member. Anything else meansl you have the

opportunity today to join with others in sharing the good news of the Sabbath
with a world that so desperately needs God's rest.

BSA Membership: $S20 donation
(Includes subscription to the Setine)

Senminer.Subscription Only: $12 ($14 outside U.S.)

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1, Box 222 e Fairview, OK 73737
Phone: (405) 227-3200



