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EDITORIAL

If Abortion Were Outlawed

While The Bible Sabbath Association does not
take an official position on the issue of abortion, the
majority of our membership is against abortion on
demand. Many support the prolife movement in its
eflort to curtail abortion through loegisiation; for
them the issue is very simple: abortion is wrong, and
itis the duty of government to outlaw wrong, to take
our nation back to its godly roots and Biblical
morality.

While I am personally against abortion on demand and support (with some
reservations regarding methods) various prolife causes and the local crisis
pregnancy center, | submit that should this movement succeed in ils goals,
there will be very little change in the basic moral fabric of our nation. For the
unborn, abortion 1s a matter of lile and death, and lor their sakes I'm engaged
inthe battle. But the legal prohibition of abortion on demand will not make us a
God-fearing, upright people. The reason (s this: abortion s a symptom of a
much grealer problem.

Abortion ts man's attermnpt! to eliminate the natural consequences of anatural
relationship, which (s sometimes sinful {the Bible calis it fornication or adul-
tery). Even if abortion s eliminated through legislation, public pressure, birth
control, ete., that won't eliminate illicit sex and all the physical and emotional
problems that accompany it. lllicit sex has been around since before the Flood,
bulinourday it has become socially acceptable; human passions are inflamed
and romanticized by the media; the consequences of these passions are
ignored or trivialized, Everywhere young people look they see everything they
ever wanted inked to sex. Beyond that there is a lack of alfection at home, a
pleasure-crazed world, poor self esteem, the desire for fun withoul responsi-
bility, the lust for instant gratification-—in a word: sin,

Only when we solve the sin problem will we really solve the abortion prob-
fem. Only when we as a nation learn to stand in awe ol human life, only when
we learn to stand in awe of sex as a precious, God-given gift will we be dealing
wilh the real problems.

Legislation, while it certainly has its place, has never resulted in making a
people virtuous, Moral people can write good legislation but good legislation
won'tresultinamoral people. The only way to make a moral people is through
individual translormation—through individuals learning that sins can be lor-
given through Jasus Christ and that life is better when hived in harmony with
His commandments, In thelong run, the best solution to the abortion problem
is the gospel of Jesus Christ,

Whether we're engaged in the prolife movement or not, whether we believe
abortion 1s murder or nol, let us proclaim the good news of eternal life as the
gift of God and of the blessings of living in harmony with His will.

—Richard A. Wiedenhelt
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From Sabbath to Lord’s Day

A Critical Review — Part 4 of 4

The Sabbath in Early Church

by Desmond Ford

Inthe final portion of this review, Dr. Ford examines the arguments fora
first-day Sabbathas put forth by A. T. Lincoln in the last chapterof the book
From Sabbath to Lord’s Day (D. A. Carson, editor, Zondervan, 1982).

Lincoln has a section on the
Sabbath commandment in the
Decalogue in the post-apostolic
church, He points out the writers of
this period take one attitude toward
the Decalogue but a different one
toward the Sabbath. He says thatin
the early church the Decalogue was
1solated asimportant because it was
natural law and therefore was of
permanent value. Lincoln says “the
eternal moral law was held by the
fathers to have been contained in
the Decalogue and then embodied in
Christ” (page 379). We would suggest
the reason they took a different
attitude to the largest commandment
in the body they endorsed as a
whole, that is the body of the
Decalogue, was their antagonism to
the Jews.

On page 381, Lincoln speaks of
Gentile Christian Sabbath observance
in the third and fourth centuries,
though not in a legalistic manner.

Theobservance of the Sabbath
among some Gentile Christians,
for which there is evidence in
the third and fourth centuries
but which appears to have
ceased in the fifth century,
should be noted here. Respect
for the Sabbath found expres-
sion in the prohibition of fast-

ing on Saturday and especially
in public worship on that day
as well as on the Lord’s day
(page 381).

From page 382 on Dr. Lincoln dis-
cusses the theme of the Lord’s day.
We think that which is most signifi-
cant in his discussion is his refusal
to authenticate the Lord’s day in
any manner as a Sabbath or even
mandatory.

On page 383 Dr. Lincoln admits
the New Testament evidence for the
prominence of the first day in con-
nection with Christian worship is
scanty. Scanty indeed for he has to
draw on Acts 20:7 to constitute the
scanty sum. Lincoln suggests that
the first day of the week of Acts 20:7
has to mean Sunday. We point out
that many scholars disagree as is
made clear by such translations as
the New English Bible and Todays
English Version, both of which apply
the meaning to a Saturday night.
Biblicaldays began at sundown and
the firstday of the week commenced
at sunset on Saturday night.

As regards 1 Corinthians 16:1
Carson says:

The putting aside of funds for
the collection for the Jerusa-

lem Church, which Paul requires
‘on the first day of every week’
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{1 Corinthians 16:2) is not
directly connected with public
WE'}Tﬁ}]iE'] f*llfll"' [h iﬁ wWis ﬂi{j ]jlli_é Ii[ [AT1Ex
privately, . ..

Lincoln still hopes that the text
might have some relationship to
habitual Sunday worship by the
Corinthians but he's hard put to
find any support for that position.
He s simidarly poverty siricken
when he applies Revelation 1:10 to
sunday. There 18 just no evidence
for this, See, for example, the Anchor

on Nevelation, Lincoln admits that
unambiguous evidence for Sunday
heing called the Lord's dav dates
from the second half of the second
century {page 83

Raiging the guestion as to whether
Sunday keeping came in during the
time of Paul's Gentile mission Lin-
coln saye “It is unlikely, howewver,
that Sunday observance was an
innovationin the Pauline Churches,
otherwise this would have met the
digapproval of the apostles Judaiz-
ing opponents and of this thereiano
trace in the correspondence.”
Lancoln also guesses in the follow-
g way: “The majority of Jewish
Christiansin Palestine and many in
the Diaspora will have kept the
Sabbath and also met with their fel-
low believers in Christ for worship
at some timi?: 0Tl ﬂl{e fr_:lh;wing i:_],};l,:,r“
(page 354),

Un the same page Lincoln admits
that the only hope of finding a text
for indicating theological signifi-
cance for Sundavyis RHevelation 1:10,
In other words there is no evidence
for Sunday having theological sig-
nificance.

CUm pape 385 we read:

Mention of the Sabbath as part
of the significance of the first
day is conspicuous by its
absence from both the New
Testament and second century
literature. Mot onlv 13 there no
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hint of Sabbath significance
about the New Testament ref-
erences that sugpgest first day
worship, but it is also incon-
ceivable either that Jewish
Christians already participat-
ing fully in Israel Sabbath
observance should or could set
aside the first dayv of the week
to ohserve in the same way or
that thev simply transferred
their Sabbath practice to the
first day. . . Besides, the Jew-
ish Sabbath was such a cen-
tral institution that anvy major
changeiniis observance, such
ag this, would have attracted
wide scale attention and per-
gecution for those who perpa-
trated it, and vet there's no
trace of this. Nordoes it appear
at all plausible that Gentile
churches would haveintroduced
the notion that the first day
was to be treated as the Sab-
bath. They would know the
Jowish helievers were observ-
ingr the seventh day, and that
guch a move would be the cause
of great disonity. If Paul had
taught such a thing in his
(zenfile churches it 153 1nexpl-
cable that in his discussion of
l.-:_l:'j'E_!'I_?li BFE) Sabhaths he did not
uge the trump card that such
days had bheen replaced by the
Christian Sabhbath, the first
day. If his churches under-
stood at all the teaching he did
give aboutdays or Sabbaths, it
12 hardly hikely that they would
have transferred the concept
of the distinctive sanctity of a
day to the first day of the week.
[t cannot be arpued that the
Mew Testament itself provides
warrant for the belief that
gince the Resurrection God
appointed the first day to be
oheserved as the Sabbath,
(Emphasis oursl,




Un the same page we read, “The
New Testament foundations for the
church's practice of Sunday worship
are not as numersus or as detailed
ag might be desired. . . .”

OUn page 388, Lincoln sees the
Sabbath as included in the davs
mentioned by Paul in Bomans 14.
There 18 no evidence whatever for
this position and many recent com-
mentators including Kasemann
reject it. See in particular the recent
volume The Komans Debate.

U page 389, Dr. Lincoln gives a
salutary warning: “The notion that
all of one's time is devoted to the
Lord does not detract from the
necessity of specific worship at spe-
cific times."” We would like to add
that if worship is as important as
the whole Bible makes it to be it is
inconceivable that God was sloppy
and careless in the matter of giving
a specific time in which believers
could unite together for that most
important of all duties, We would
expect such a time to be listed with
thefundamental duties of Christians,
being even of greater importance
than warnings not to kill, steal, or
commit adultery. It is in just such
company that we do find the infor-
mation we seek. The following pages
in Lincoln's chapter stress that nat-
ural law requires the setting apart of
a regular time for divine worship.
Lancoln suggeats that this time need
not necessarily be a wholeday butin
anawer we would say that all church
meetings appointed for other than a
sabbatical day failed to bring the
community together. The Wednes-
day night prayer meeting is an
example. People are noi willing to
digturb their worldly practices by
bathing and dressing anew for the
sake of a single meeting of an hour.
Again we agree with Lincoln when
he says “to become a seventh-day
sabbatarian is the only consistent
course of action for anvone who
holds that the whole Decalogue is

G

binding as moral law™ (page 392).
And on the following page is a
very important statement:

.+« .1he Jewish Sabbath was
g distinctive and central to
Judaism that any attempts in
the early church to tamper with
thedavon whichit wasobserved
would have led to great con-
troversy, and it would be strange
indeed that none of the litera-
ture of the first and second
centuries reflects any such con-
troveray. Further, such a change
of day would have caused not
only religious but also social
and economical turmeil if Jew-
ish Christians had taken the
day of rest on a different day
and Gentile believers had
atarted to take a day of rest on
the firatday of the weak. Again,
of such turmoil there's not a
hint.

A most interesting comment is
found on the following page where
Lincoln says “We do, however, need
io insist on some sort of continuity
of force for the fourth command-
ment, since this commandment is
not simply left in abevance.” Is it
not significant that very few if any
professed Christians want to pet rid
of all the fourth commandment? All
want some time for worship even if
1t's only an hour, Others wanta day
of rest, even if they wish to make it
Sunday. Inasmuch asthe command-
ment talks about work, rest and
warghip, it would be wvery difficult
indeed to find someone on earth who
doegn't have to do one of the three,
indeed, two of the three, at least.
Why tear asunder what God has
1oined together?

~ An imteresting concession again
18 found on page 598:;

Crentiles, howaver, would not
necegsarily have found the sab-
batien] division of time either
natural orconvenient and need

THESABBATH SENTINEL
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not have adopted it, and yet
they did. Part of the Christian
church’s inheritance from
Judaism was the concept that
in the weekly cyele God had
stamped a seven-day patent
on hiastory. Acts 20:7—"the first
day of the week"”—and 1 Corin-
thians 16:2—"the first day of
the week”—reflects the termi-
nology of Gentile Christian
churches for Sunday as the
firat day in the sequence deter-
mined by the Sabbath.

Lineoln in that context quotes the
original Greek which shows that
first day of the week literally means
first day from the Sabbath.

On page 401, Dr. Lincoln refers to
Barth's theology in connection with
the fourth commandment. We would
recommend that all should read the
whole of Barth's commentary in his
church dogmatice on this subiject.
As Carson points out, Barth believed
in the notion of a holy day that was
establiehed at creation and always
obligatory on believers.

On page 404, Lincoln sums up by
aaying:

.« .. Fhis egsay i not advoeat-
ing that Christians should not
rest on Sunday. Rather its
position suggests that they
should take regular rest, that
this rest can be any day or
extended part of a day, includ-
ing Sunday, but there's no hib-
lical or compelling theological
reagon why it has to be Sun-
day. .

On thﬁ' same page, the writer
apeaks of the mad rush of work and
play. We would suggestthatitisjust
this mad rush that makes the need
of the Babbath more importantthan
ever. Similarly, the further one gets
from creation the greater the neces-
gity for memorializing that event.
But when we find in Scripture that
the account of our Lord’s death is so
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written as to reflect the Edenic orig-
inal then it becomes crystal clear
that the Sabbath keeper in the
Christian era is one who finds in
that Holy Davy a8 memorial of both
cereation and redemption. [tis hardly
by chance that our Lord 18 pictured
as finishing His new work on the
sixth day of the week in time to rest
on the seventh. It is hardly coinci-
dence that again we have a naked
Adam on a Tree of Life and the Tree
of Knowledge of good and evil hav-
ing his side opened that he might
have a bride on the eve of the Holy
Dav. It 18 hardlv coincidence that
the one whole day our Lord spent in
the tomb resting from His work of
new creation was the seventh day.

We would point out that circumel-
sion 1s mentioned approximately asg
many times in the New Testament
as 18 the Sabbath, but there is this
greatdifference—approximately half
the passages referring to circumei-
sion make it quite clear that it has
no longer any binding sipnificance
for Chnstians. But on the contrary,
29 out of the 60 New Testament ref-
arences to seventh-day Sabbath are
positive. The only negative one is in
the context of a discussion not about
law {which term does not occur in
the book of Colossiansg) but human
gentile philosophy mixed with svn.
cretistic practices from Judaism and
elsewhere. The only warning against
any type of sabhatarian practice in
the New Testament iz connected
with a warning against “the com-
mandments and precepts of men,"”
“will worship” which is not any
honorin the battle against the flesh.
Toguggest that a special day of wor-
ship, of thinking about God and
working for him, does not help to
subdue the flesh, is nonsense. We
can think of no better habit.

It 18 quite clear that Christians
should take their first and last words
from Him who was the Alpha and
Omepga. The witness from Christ

-



about the Sabbath is quite clear.
Everything that was to be in the
New Covenant had to come in before
His death for His death sealed and
ratified that covenant. He is always
and ever positive regarding the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment
and risks His life to teach how it
should be observed. The very first
comments in the New Testament
about men seeking to destroy Christ
are in connection with these reforms
on the Sabbath commandment. One
doea not scrape off the barnacles
from a ship no longer to be used, nor
polish its brass. The fact that the
four Gospels have so much to say
about the seventh-day Sabbath,
though written a generation or more
after our Lord's death, makesitclear
that the Sabbath wag still relevant
to the first readers of the New
Testament. Furthermore those ref-
erences make it clear that Christ's
best friends are being protected by
the Gospel writers from any possible
charge of Sabbath breaking. Read
the reference to the Sabbath in con-
nection with the resurrection narra-
tive. Notice how carefully the Gos-
pel writers have protected the
reputation of the Lord’s friends from
the accusation of Sabbath breaking.
His friends returned after the crose
and “rested according to the com-
mandment.” It will never he an ill
thing for us to follow their example
and His.
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In a recent article on reaching North America with the Gospel, Monte
Sahlin, ﬁeventh Day Adventiat coordinator of adult ministries made the
uhgnryntmn that more and more witnessing has to be done in the workplace.
Thisis benaune_the average workweek hasincreased from 40 to 49 hours and
available free time has decreased from 27 to 17 hours per week, That means
the focus of lay witnessing must move from the nei ghborhood to the work-

place, where “friendship evangelism”

share the Gospel with coworkers.
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by D). N. Griffin

As a migsionary in the little Arab
village of Bethphage on the back
gide of the Mount of Olives in what
the residents call the “West Bank,"
we have many conversations with
the voung men of military age.

During one such talk around a
checkerboard outside a little Arab
store, the conversation was ahout
the retalliatory acts that had not vet
erupted into the scale of the current
bloodshed.

We took that opportunity to men-
tion Jesus' teaching about turning
the other cheek,

Une of the young men grew rather
indignant and stood to his feet chal-
lenging us, “Dan-el, do you say if I
hit you, you not hit back?"”

Anticipating a demonstration of
that sentimentif our words were not
appropriate, we prayed under our
breath for wisdom, walked over to
the young man, looked him square
in the eyes and slapped our hands
very hard down on his shoulders
and said, “Hammad, if you would do
thia thing, I would want to knock
yvour block off, but that is not what
Jesus would want me to do.”

Ar our hands slid to his arms and
the intensity in our voice lessened,
we said, “Jesus would say to you,
‘Why did you hit me? . .. I'm your
brother." ™

Hammad thought fora fraction of
a second and with a laugh said,
“"Waaagh,”

Before another word was spoken,
a car drove up in front of the little
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store and from the passenger side
jumped a big, burly Arab whom we
had never seen in the neighborheod.
He walked over to Hammad and
atruck him werv hard on his left
shoulder. The blow betraved a hint
of horseplay but we could also gee
that it was retalliation for some-
thing Hammad had instigated.

Knocked amost to the ground,
Hammad recovered with his fist
reared and although he was slight of
build compared to his assailant,
began to run at him.

We are not sure what possessed
us, but we grabbed his fist on the
backswing and wvelled in Hebrew,
“"Regah,” which means “wait a
minute.”

Hammad, surpriged, looked up at
us, looked over at his assailant who
had a “go-ahead, make my day”
look on his face, glanced back at us
and dropped his fist. Then this
amirk came over him as he said to
the Arab in one rapid-fire sentence,
“"Why did you hit me; I'm wvour
brother?"

Asthe other half dozen Arabs who
were gathered around our checker-
board pulpit roared in laughter,
gome falling out of their seats, the
burley Arab retreated to his ear
without a word, but glanced back
aver hia shoulder several times and
shook hishead even asthe cardrove
out of sight.

Then came the sermon, that in
this cage, Hammad had saved him-
gelf from a beating by “turning the
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othercheek.” What we did not expect
was the words that followed. . .that
“trouble was coming . . . perhaps
even a war.” That the Arabs must
decide whether to align with Israel
or with the Arab block. ““If you choose
Israel, vou will be greatly persecuted,
but the God of Abraham, lsaac and
Jacob will honor your decision. But
if vou choose the Arab block, it will
be hke spitting into the wind.”

A few weeks |later, television evan-
gelist Lester Sumerall was in Jeru-
salem and although it was Shabbat,
we were led to walk several miles to
the Hilton Hotel to hear him speak,
Upon arrival, we learned there would
be no speaker that night because it
was forbidden to use the sound equip-
ment on Shabbat.

As we were about o leave, figur-
ing on this oceasion we had missed

Order now!

God, a friend of Sumerall who said
he had been watching uf for some
time, came up to us and asked why
we were there. We mentioned that
we just wanted to hear Brother
Sumerall and that we had been try-
ing to minister to Arabs on the West
Bank. The friend escorted us to
Sumerall’s table.

Asked by Sumerall what God was
doing in the West Bank, we related
the same story about Hammad and
the choice confronting the Arab
world ... but added that the Church,
too, has a choice to make as it con-
cerns [srael in this hour. . . that pub-
lic opinion throughout the world
may turn against Israel, but that. ..
all politics aside . . .the Church must
not.

—HReprinted from The Mount
Zion Reporter, June '88,

Great for sharing with friends!
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SABBATH SYMPOSIUM

by Victor Novak

In May of thia year the Center for
Judaic Studies of the University of
Denver and the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists co-spon-
sored a Symposium on the Sabbath
in Jewish and Christian traditions.
The symposium was held at the
University of Denver and attracted
a number of fine speakers.

Among the Jewish speakers were
Walter 5. Wurzburger of Yeshiva
University, who aspoke on “Loving
‘the Sabbath Day as a Jew: Jewish
Theology and Philosophy of the
Sabbath;” and Lawrence Hoffman
of Hebrew Union College, who spoke
on “Upholding the Sabbath Day:
The Jewish Sabbath Faces

Mﬂdam&

ristian speakers repre-
sented both Sabbatarian and Sun-
day-keeping traditions, Among
those representing the Sabbatarian
tradition were Jacques Doukhan of
Andrews University, who spoke on
“Loving the Sabbath Day as a
Christian: A Seventh-day Adventist
Perspective;” Samuel Bacchiocchi
of Andrews University, who spoke
on “Remembering the Sabbath Day:

A History of the Sabbath;” and Mﬂ.tm
chell Tyner of the General Confer-
ence of Seventh-day Adventists,
who spoke on “The Sabbath and the
Etatﬂ Legal Implications of
Sabbatarianism,”

There were also some interesting
speakers representing the Sunday-
keeping tradition. Especially note-
worthy were the presentations made
by Daniel Harrington 8.J. of Weston
School of Theology on “Sabbath
Tensiona: Matthew 12:1-14 and

Other New Testament Texts:” Harold

Weiss of 5t. Mary's Gnliege on “The |
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Sabbath in the Fourth Gospel”;
John H. Primus of Calvin College on
“Sunday: The Lord’s Day as a
Sabbath-Protestant perspectives on
the Sabbath™: and John Baldowvin,
of Jeauit School of Theology and
Graduate Theological Union on
“Sabbath Liturgy: Celebrating on
the Sabbath Day as a Christian,"”

Meedlesa to say not all of the
speakers agreed on everything; in
fact, a wide variety of opinions were
expressed on the Bible Sabbath, the
nature of Sabbath-keeping, the
change from Sabbath to Lord’s Day,
and the appropriateness of Chris-
tians celebrating the Sabbath Day.
Deapitae the varying views, the sym-
posium was positive, respectful of
differences in opinion, loving, and
helpful. While there were disagree-
ments, everyone aeemed to agree to
disagree agreeably.

The highlight of the symposium
was a traditional Sabbath evening
meal and worship held at BMH
(Jewish} Congregation, a large tra-
ditional synagoguein Denver. Chris-
tians and Jews, Sabbatarians and
Sunday-keepers, gathered together
to worship the Lord our God, and to
feast on the eve of His holy day.

The Judaic Studies Department at
the University of Denver is conasid-
ering additional symposiums on the
Sabbath issuein the future; and will
soon be publishing the manuacnptﬂ
presented in the May Symposium.
For more information, write the
Judaic Studies Department at Univ.
of Denver, Denver, CO 80208-0292 or
call (303) 871-3020,

—The author is a church growth
apecialist for the General Conference
of the Church of God (Seventh Day),
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Editor’s note: The following, written by 8 member of the True Jesus
Church, was excerpted from an article translated from New Wine
Magazine, Asian Outreach Ltd, Hong Kong, June 1978. It should
be noted that some of the conditions described may have changed

significantly in the last ten vears.

The Church in China

We do not have church buildings
in Mainland China, However, infor-
mal meetings are held in many
places. We really have suffered per-
secutions: those who believein Jesus
have been cntficized and mocked
everywhere. When | was in the
schoaol, I was abused by schoolmates
untif | cried. However, the control
and persecution in the rural area is
less strict ag compared with the con-
trol in the city. In the rural area, in
general, the houwses are larger than
in the city. So the family services
usually have 40 to 50 people, some-
times even more than 100. When the
government starled the movement
of religious suppression, our activity
slowed somewhat, but it did not
completely stop. After the high tide
of the movement was over, ourdivine
works immediately became active
AgAaln.

The detailed conditions of our ser-
vice are as follows: when the service
started, those who came early always
prayed first, then copied the Bible
{in Mainland China, the only way to
read the Worda of God was to copy
the Bible and accumulate it little by
little to make one’s own Bible), When
all the members came, the leader
started to lead hymn singing, which
waa followed by a sermon. Then all
the congregation sang hymns and
prayed again.

There are very few senior leaders
in our church, particularly in our
home town. Therefore, the senior
leaders can only come to the country
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to deliver R sermon once or twice g
month. At other services, we were
only able to review what the leader
had last preached. Recently, how-
ever, the church began to train
young Christians to be preachers
and provided us with carbon-copied
commentaries and records of ser-
mons. Before the yvouth were trained,
most of the preachers were old, but
now there are many voung preachers
in the church. In our home town, the
old preachers take care of the serv-
ices 1n remote places. I myself had
rone to some remote rural areas to
lead the services.

During the time we were in Main-
land China, we could clearly see the
mighty power of God. In 1976, dur-
ing a severe cold winter, I had seen a
most marvelous water baptism. On
that day there were more than one
hundred members of the True Jesus
Church participating. Before the
baptism, we all sang the hymns and
prayed together without any fear;
on the contrary, we all felt full of
happiness and peace. Those who
were being baptized ranged in apge
from a T2-year old man to teenagers,
including a longterm paralyzed
woman and a demoniac (mental
digease). All of them, without excep-
tion, had been completely healed
after coming up from the water bap-
tism. It iz noteworthy that some
unbelievers told us they had seen
the water of the river at the site of
the water baptism become blood red.
This indicates our sins have been
completely washed away by the pre-
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cious blood of Jesus, In addition to
the divine healing and the miracle
of water baptism.

Whole Family Leaves China

The following witneas illustrates
the miracle that our family was able
toleave Ching, We had applied togo
abroad for about 2 vears. Regularly
the government allows only two to
three members in each family to
leave the country. Nevertheless,
thanks to the grace of God, our
whole family with seven members
was approved to leave the country.

One night, about a year after we
filed the application, a sister came to
stay with us. While we were lyving in
bed, suddenly she told me that she
saw two bright lights flashing
through the window. At firat, [
thought she was confused by the
flaghing light outside the window.
However, a fewminuterslater. another
five bright lighta flaghed through
the window again, and this time I
gaw them too.

Later we asked a preacher about
this incident. He explained to us
that the two flashing lights might
indicate that two members of our
family would be approved to leave
China. The five flashing lights
might indicate that another five
members of our family would leave
the country.

Ten days later in a prayer service,
by the inapiration of the Holy Spirit,
a brother translated another broth-
er's unknown tongues and said,
"Wong Ling,in the winter your fam-
ily will go to Hong Kong by train.”

At that moment, our application
had only been submitted for about a
yvear. I doubted the approval of our
application in a short period of time.
These two brothers were 8o afraid of
making a mistake. They were not
sure whether what they spoke and
tranalated would come true.

It was about winter, yet we had
not received the notice of approval

JANUARY 1990

“IN FOR LIFE”
id you know that you can
become a lifelime membar of
the Bible Sabbath Association
foracontribution of 3500 within
a one-year period?

Soveral folks havetaken advan-
tage of these lifetime member-
ships. Whal about you?

For turther infarmation, write
{ap
The Bible Sabbath Assoclation

Fairview, Oklahoma 73737

One day my father was suddenly
moved by the Holy Spirit and left
home for the office which was about
ten miles away to get the approval
after he fasted and praved. When
my father got there, the police offic-
ers were surprised and asked him,
“The notice has not been sent out
vet, how do you know to come here
and getthe approval? How strange!”
Of course, my father did not tell
them why, but only hesitated to
apeak. Finally they gaid to my father,
“Youarereally lucky.” and gave the
approval fo him.

This wae indeed a blessing of the
Lord for us togoabroad. If the notice
had been mailed to us, all our villag-
ers would have known that all seven
members of our family were approved
to leave the country, and would cer-
tainly eriticize us and hinder us to
go. The Lord also told us to leave in
two days. Therefore, in two days we
left pegcefully and came to the free
waorld, Thank God! Because of this
miracle, GGod also moved many peo-
ple to believe in Him,

Dear brothers and sisters, domake
use of your valuable free environ-
ment which God has given vou (in
the Western world). Although our
fellow Christiansin China have suf-
fered various restriction in theirfaith
they have received more spiritual
gifts and joy, and they love God
more deeply and fervently.
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ON THE LEGAL FRONT

le?hgﬁ is a “fictitious legal dia-
tinction,” said Judge Vito J. Titone
of the New York Court of Appeals.
In a recent opinion that allowed
Miguel Braschi to inherit the apart-
ment of his male lover, the judge
found little difference between mar-
ried couples and domestic partner-
ships between heterosexuals, gays,
and lesbians. Overwhelming evidence
‘that marriage increases longevity
and drastically reduces crime doesn’t
seem to count.

In tl,]_:hﬂlding an anti-porn stat-
ute in Prince George's County,
Maryland, Judge Robert B.
Chapman of the 4th US Court of

- Appeals said, “As countless cases

addressed by. . .courts across the
nation will confirm, there are notor-
1wous and self-evident conditions
attendant to the commercial exploi-
tation of human sexuality. . ..” In
plain English, the county has every
right to keep “adult” stores away
ﬁﬂm ﬂhuichﬁ;l ﬁnﬁ' and homes

prevent mor physical decay
of those places. The good guys still
sometimes win.

The only Christian law school in
Emmca 18 suing the American Bar
Association for that guild’s refusal
to grant accreditation. The O.W.
Coburn School of Law, originally a
partof Oral Roberts University, was
recently moved to Pat Robertson’s
CBN University in Virginia Beach
due to Oral Roberts's continuing
financial problems, While at Oral
Roberts, the law schaool successfully
sued the ABA to force it to grant
accreditation. When the school was

moved, problems began again. The
suit, actually being brought by 49
graduating students whose privileges
to practice law are jeopardized,
claims religious discrimination. In
one meeting the ABA had ques-
tioned Herbert W. Titus, the college’s
dean, more about religion, homo-

‘sexuality, and abortion, than about

any relevant legal topic. Since the
auit's filing, the ABA has granted
preliminary accreditation.

God is a liberal. 50 says F.
Forrester Church writing in the
MNovember Church and State maga-
zine of Americans United for the
Separation of Church and State, an
organization which often sues to
remove Christian symbols and
apeech from public forums. “In my
book, if you were to rank the ten
mosat famous liberals. . . God would
win hands down. ... Nc one is more
generous, creative, or misunderstood.
Mot to mention profligate. . .. There
istoomuch ofe ing: creatures,
cultures, languages, stars. Talk about
self-indulgence, .. All ] can sayvis, if
vou don’t like [alternate sexual pref-
erences] vou better blame the crea-
tor, not the creature. . . . God is a
card-carrying liberal. . ..”

During England’'s blue law
debate, in which that nation’s
Sunday closing laws were upheld,
one member of Parliament report-
edly quoted the Bible on the Tth-day
Sabbath. He was “hooted down.”

{Thanks to BSA folks who provide
eccasional items for this column.)
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NEWS FROM THE BSA

Directory Supplement

As of this writing in late November,
the directory supplement iz com-
pleted. It contains 85 changes to the
188 listinge in the 1986 (sixth edi-
tion) of the Directory of Sabbath-
observing Groups plus more than
140 new listings. Forty pages long,
the directory will be printed by Bible
Advocate Press in Denver during
December. See back cover for prices
and ordering details,

Sabbath at Sommerhase
Page lavouts for Sabbath at

Sommerhase are virtually finalized
and bids are being solicited from
several printers. ﬁuthm'e-rl by Lettm
Siddens of Missouri, this 128-pag
book is being copublished by I{Elth
and Lettie Elddena and BSA, Itcon-
taing 17 gtories and 13 Bible
lessons—all relating to the Sabbath,
all full of ideas for making the Rest
Day exciting for children. The activ-
ity packet includes some 30 work-
sheets, games, puzzles, plays, and
projects. With all the ideas and
materials in this book, no family
should ever have to complain about
not knowing what to do with child-
ren on the Sabbath.

Burrells attend Festivals

Lawrence and Lottie Burrell, BSA
treasurer and assistant, visited a
mupla of Feast of Tabernacles meet-
ings in Oklahoma during October.
They reported a warm welcome from
fnmdly folk, including several with
whom they'd had correspondence
but had never met.

Younger Burrells in Australia

Meanwhile, Bryan and Mary Sue
Burrell, son and daughterin-law of
Lawrence and Lottie, were on a trip
to Australia. They were guests of the
Warrimon Seventh Day Baptist Fel-
lowship on Sabbath, Qctober 14,
and were gracmuﬂly hosted by
Stephan and Vicky Kube, who are
active in the SDB work in Australa-
sia. The Burrells also visited other
Sabbathkeeping brethren Down
Under. Back home in Fairview, they
assist their parents with BSA work,
especially with maintaining com-
puter records.

Two New Tracts

Final layout of the Tracts The
Rest of Your Life and Whatever
Happened to the Sabbath?(Formerly,
Search the Scriptures) is completed,
Allthat remainsis to make arrange-
ments with a printer. Prices and
ordering details should be available
next month. Both of these will be
mexpennwe two-panel tracts,
printed in the same format as our
other newer booklets.

o You Read Seventh-day
Periodicals?

If a0, perhaps you can help the edi-
tor. Reﬂﬁing many different
seventh-day publications is one of
his major responsibilities. You can
help by searching the periodicals
yvou already read for material that
would be of interest to Sentine!
readers. For more information write
m;gim at RD)]1 Box 475, Falls, PA
1686

JANUARY 1850
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Board Member Celebrates
60 Years

John Kiesz, longtime BSA board
member, and his wife Katherine cele-
brated 60 yvears of marriage on Sun-
day, October 1 (the real date is Oct.
3). Twenty seven friends and
brethren, mostly from the Denver
area, come to the Kiesz home in
Eannn City to be with them. BSA
w-ue—predent Calvin Burrell led ina
program of singing, poetry reading,
testimonies, reminiscences, and
special songs. Known as the singing
evangelhists, John and Katherine
gtill minister locally and elsewhere.
Onece a month they serve at the Pro-
gressive Care Center; once a week
they minister at the Odd Fellows
Home. On the first Sabbath of each
month they have worship services
in their home. An evangelistic and
revival meeting in Grand Prairie,
Texas, was on their calendar for
November. We deeply appreciate the
dedicated service of John and
Katherine Kiesz and congratulate
them as they begin their 618t vear of
marriage.

John & Katherine Kiesz in their
vounger days; pictured on one of
their evangelistic flyers.

Still singing His praises; Elder
and Mrs. Kiesz at a BSA meeting
in Denver during 1987.

The literature display arranged by Recording Secretary Loroy
Bass at the 1989 Seventh Day Baptist General Conference. Elder
Bass, along with John Conrod, BSA third vice-president, made
BSA materials available to their fellow Seventh Day Baptists atthe
August conference, which was held in Portland, Oregon.
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NEWS

FROM THE SEVENTH DAY COMMUMNITY

Worldwide Doctrinal Changes

Because the Worldwide Chureh
does not cooperate with The Sab-
bath Sentinel, stories about it are
neceasarily less common and more
speculative. This editor has heard of
continuing doctrinal change in that
group since the death of its founder,
Herbert W. Armstrong, and the
agcension of Joseph W, Tkach. Make-
up, which was forbidden, allowed,
then forbidden again in upheavals
of the late 7(V's, is now okay under
the Tkach administration, Birthdays
may also be celebrated, though ear-
lier they were conaidered exerciges
of vanity and against Biblical
exampie.

Much more seriously, the chureh’s
long-standing condemnation of doe-
tors and medicine has apparently
faded away. Weakened throughout
the vears by the legal and health
problems of church leaders, the
teaching that seeing doctors meant
lack of faith wasg strengthened when
the terminally-ill Armstrong appar-
ently wrote a strong anti-medicine
booklet. Some speculate the piece
was ghostwritten, At that time the
reclusive Armstrong was aided by
nurses and medical equipment at
his Tucson, Arizona, home. Physi-
cians and drugs seem to be
acceptable under the Tkach adminis-
tration.

The idea that the seven churches
of Rev. 2 and 3 represent successive
ages of the body of Christ, of which
the WCG “era™ was Philadelphia,
seems presently to languish. That
teaching was once used to explain
Mr. Armatrong’s break from the
Church of God (Seventh Day), Later
he strongly punished or expelled
those who disagreed with him, call-
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ing them rebels against the “govern-
ment of God.” The belief in church
eras provided the justification for
his own early rebellion against the
leaders of his first church. Accord-
ing to Armstrong, the Church of
God (Seventh Dayv) was the Sardis
era of God's Chuerch, and all those
who did not leave to join Worldwide
have had theirsalvation taken awa ¥,
Not all WCG leaders accepted that.

These and other changes have
unsettied some. The group’s income
increase was below inflation for
moaf of 1389, though it may have
since improved through greater Elv-
Ing by existing members, For mont
of its life, Worldwide experienced
annual double-digit increases in
revenue and membership, punetu-
ated, occasionally, by scandals and
membership losses.

The WCG may be thinking of sell-
ing its Pasadena headquarters and
college complex—if it can get $200
million for the property. All Opera-
tions would move to the cheap open
spaces near Big Sandy, Texas, where
the church runs a junior college. The
relocation would place WOG's admin-
istration close to archrival (rs WOO
views it] Church of God, Interna-
tional, of Tyler, headed by Garner
Ted Armatrong, Herbert's estranged
son. Worldwide members sre not
allowed to contact or discuss the
younger Armsatrong; but he is stil]
very popular. Is Garner Ted's
charismatic presence one big reason
Worldwide has not moved from
smoggy, shaky Southern Cal to the
Lone Star State?

Trouble in Africa
Pagtor K. Agvarkwa-Boansi of
Accra, Ghana, reports a government
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NEWS

erackdown on Christian churches
which has banned Jehovah's Wit
nesges, Mormons, and others, The
minister, affiliated with the
Churches of God, Tth Day, head-
guartered in Meridian, Idaho, says
all religious groups must re-register
with hana's National Commission
on Culture. Much red tapeisinvolved:
and some requirements suggest that
home churches may be outlawed.
That will not hurt most Catholics
and Protestants; but the Churches
of (God, 7th Day, meet mainly in
classrooms and houses. In better
news, three new C0OG groups have
begun in Belo Horizonte, Cruzeior,
and Colatina, Brazil.

Two New SDA Unions

This summer two new Adventist
unione formed within the TJSSE.
The Baltic/Byelorussian Union has
3000 members in Estonia, Latwvia,
Lithuania, and Bwelorussia. The
Moldavian UInion encompasses over
4200 people in 45 churches.

Liberal Adventist Deplores
Televised Sex, Violence

In a letter to the Mennen Com-
pany, a sponsor of trash television,
Dr. Lorenzo H, Grant, pastor of the
Breath of Life SDA Church in Ft.
Washington, Maryland, pave the
reasons that he, a liberal Democrat,
18 supporting Hev, Don Wildmon's
boveott of Mennen. He said in part,
“I'm a black. .. '60"s civil rights acti-
viat and ‘psendo intellectual with a
real doctoral degree. . . I don't even
want to know what [Wildmon] was
doing while I was marching around
the Lincoln Monument [in 1963). ..
The glamorization of illicit sex, crime,
and viclence is really not necesgary

FROM THE SEVENTH-DAY COMMLNITY

... for artistic expression . . . I know
this 1s all debatable. But by the time
the jury is in we will have lost
another generation, and perhaps
something even more precioug——gur
national soul.” The letter was pub-
lished in the Journal of the Ameri.
can Family Association, Dr. Grant
joins national leaders of many Tth-
day groups in urging the boycott of
Mennen, Clorox, Holiday Inns, and
other firms profiting from moral
decay.

COG Forme Ethnic Committees

At last July's General Conference
meeting of the Church of God (Sev-
enth Day) in Denver, the Women’'s
Agency established a Hispanic
Coordinating Commitiee and an
Afre-Hentage Coordinating Commit-
tee. To help understand better the
needs of the growing black and
Latin memberships, the committees
have asked for ideas and comments
from the whole church. A spanish-
speaking congregation recently
began in Vancouver, Britigh
Columbia, Canada: and one for ser-
vicemen in the Schweinfurt area of
Germany has grown to 40 families,

SIDA Tale Cops Kudos

A Cry in the Dark, the film star-
ring Meryl Streep, was voted best
picture of 1988 by Religion in Media.
It tells the story of an Aunstralian
Adventist pastor and his wife who
were wrongly convicted of murder-
ing their youngest child, After more
than a year of suffering and scorn,
including prison, they were vindi-
cated. The true drama may have
helped lead more to Christ than
some heavy-handed movies by
Christian producers.
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Resources Available From BSA

Books

Hixtory of the Ssbbath £ Sunday by John Kissz 64 DI oo oeeeeeseessesssosess st oses et

Ihve SGooooth in the New Testament by Bamunle Bacchioeehi (275 PR oo st T
From Sabbatk 1o Sundey by Snmwels Baechiocehi (372 D0.Y e oo nemssereesssssessss s S14
Divine Rest for Human Beatleaaness by Samuele Breehioeehl (320 500 oo oo, B30
The Forgotten Doy by Deamond Foed (318 PR o st btemssereereeseres . $10
The Law, the Gospel and the Sokbath by Frank M Waller (91 p.) e I £
Coel's Subbath for Mankind by Richard A Wiedenhoft (B4 pp.S .occeerreemnssrssrone o DR

Directory of Sabbath-observing Groups
Sixth Edition, 1986, only s SR -
Supplement, 1989, only o, SO .
Sixth Edition and Supplement .o e 87

Back Issues of THE SABRATH SENTINEL{when available) ... 10 for 83: 30 for 35

Booklets
Why the Seventhdoy SaBBRIE (E2 DD oo sresisssssssss s st semssemessemeeseessenssraate rreenes M s BLTATOD

Haman Catbediv and Proteatcnl Confegsiona Aboud Sipnday {12 PR v N R 908 g, 5174100
Thie Hihle Sabbark: Seventh Day or Fiess Dy 06 111 N TR R R E et rer e pa s n e 142 pp.: §127 10K
Bible Truth About “Selvation by Grace Through Faith” by F. Walker (12 PEE rorremssemsssssosescsns FAME A &5 /)
ifwestions for Spventh Dhevixly Answered by T. Littredl {58 pa) o S P [hst |‘:—If ALtk
Hus Sabboth Time Beer Lost? by Joseph M. MeGuine (80 PRI oo 1 €81, $5/60)

Tracts
The Keal of Your Life T1 P e et tsesseesesssesns
Ul gty B T T 7 TS L U

TR - (1704 EFLTE g Production
G s rern s eemmpemasseme s e s nesnanncs OTOWE B 8on in Peedluedtios

Snmpie copies of tracds nre available free if vou enclase with VOIS
eequent a peli-addeeased w10 envelope with 454 poatage.

Promotional Aids

. TH TR R R B R i e ny g TR £ B D B A R 8 Rk B Bk mm e e e B Pt § SR § B G § R i :";" [:l’_llrﬂ:l'
Brbbath Calendars ... TR B §8 B i § e e s 2175 ea B1.5 en, for 10 oF fmnre

=

Ball point peow with imprini: “The Seventh Doy is the SAEBRER" ..vv.scos s s S8
Bemper gtickers with & Sabbuth measn B a1t b 36 e o DA R85 et § e e B0 B0 BV dnren

Hflhh{lﬂi t"-'t‘-lllﬁ BLE Bt i 3 e T B R ©EF SO U G B 8 R B Bk Fne ey § e B TR B D F B E"I "l‘l:;lw' l‘l"'l
: - - SNF B B it B i e N 8 B R 8 B 0 B B dmmr s R o E A LEEE

Ponl cards with Sabhath messnge on one side,
space for personal messnge nrd address on the oher 8888 oo €5 Sdozen

Casgette Tapes .o st s WM for Complete Lint

Please add 51 to all orders
for shipping and handling,

Order from:

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1 Box 222 » Fairview, OK 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200

Members of BSA may take a 20% discount off the single quantity prices of all items.

JANTARY 1990 19



TO REPEAT

SIGHIFICANT STATEMENTS BY
OR ABQLUT SABBATHKEEPERS

Many false doctrines have been perpetrated by those of us who, though
well-meaning, do not have the academic foundation to formulate doetrine in
the primary sense. The use of Strong's ig a case in point. The Hebrew and
(rreek dictionary sections of Strong’s are anything but authoritative, and
they should never be used. . . to “correct” scholars. Some have even had the
temerity to claim “inspiration” as their basis for overruling authoritative
lexicons in favor of Strong’s!. ... But even [Jesus), in his earthly ministry,
taught within the confines of traditional. . gcholarship.

“"How to Use Strong’s Concordanes™ by Brian W, Knowlos
ACD Newsletter, Do, "BT

Adventists have always understood that, according to the 70-week pro-
phecy of Daniel, Israel ceased to be a special nation at the close of that
peried, when it rejected the gospel in A. D, 34, We therefore cannot expect a
mass conversion of the Jews to Christianity.

"L1644 Hevisited", by Eugene F. Durand, Adventist Review, Oct. 27, "85

One who has the “gift of healing” heals every time he sapeaks the word. ., I
really doubt if [anyone] has this gift. And [ would lay money, if T were a
betting man, that you cannot find one person on this earth. . . that has the
gift of speaking in tongues. Acts 2 proves that .. . tonguesis ... speakingin
onelanguage and being heard in several legitimate earthly langua ges, One
with the gift of prophecy predicts the future with 100% accuracy. I would
really like to find someone with this gift, wouldn't you?
Anawers Lo reader commenta by Rishard C, Nickels in Study No, 117
Do, "B7, Giving and Sharing

Perhaps the most dangerous lies are those with which we con ourselves,
Ones we have come to believe to be profound truths on which we can base
ourlives...There are no absolute standards of right and wrong. .. Ifit feels
gooditcan’t be wrong. .. T have a right to get mine. . . [t doesn’t matter what
vou do as long as it doesn’t hurt anvone. . .

“The Waorld’e Fastest Lie” by Dexter Faulkner, The Plain Treeh, Oct. "69

Unfortunately, many Adventists see the writings of Ellen G. White as an
infallible shorteut to scriptural understanding. . . If [Adventista] elevate
Ellen White to the position of infallible interpreter, then the dramatic irony
of the ages has come frue—SDA has a Pope.

“From Controversy to Creisis” by Kenneth R, SBamples
Christian Research Jouwrnal, Summer "85

(Quotes don't neceasarily reflect the views of The Bible Sabbath Association.
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MAILBOX

LETTEAS FROM OUR READERS

Heferrals from Overcomer
from England
I am writing to you after reading
an article “Why the Seventh-day
=abbath" published in Bro. Ralph
Stairs’ paper, the Overcomer. T have
come to hold the view that we should
keep the seventh-day Sabbath. I uze
only the KJV Bible, with helps in it
by H.M.5. Richards, the Seventh-
day Adventist evangelist. His study
in the back on the Sabbath is good:
however I cannot accept the Adven-
tist teaching on various pointas =o
am not one. 3o what wae [ to do. But
praige the Lord I have come in con-
tact with you. Could vou tell me of
other groupa here in the U.K. as well
ag in the U.5.7
From Florida

I'm a regular reader of the Quer-
comer magazine, which gave your
address. I was always taught the
Sabbath wag void, but sinece ligten-
ing to Brother Stair and Ravy
Pringle, I realize that God's moral
laws aren't void. I'm asking vou to
send more information on this
aubject.

From Washington

I am a reader and believer of the
Ouercomer newsletter. T would sin-
cerely be interested in meeting with
Christians of this accord. [Editor's
note: We put this person in touch
with a local church and received the
tollowing response.] Thank vou so
much for referring me to the pastor
here, | haven't attended a Sabbath
gervice yet, but hope to this Satur-
day. Wetalked on the phoneand I do
likewhathe hastosay. lam excited.
(xod i8 8o faithful. Enclosed is $20. 1
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would consgider it an honor to be part
of your membership.

Mo Mail on Sabbath
The enclosed letter to the local
post office branch manager from the
service center director [excerpted
below] shows that it is possible to
atop mail delivery on the Sabbath to
let the mind more fully rest.
Hobert T. Clark
Roanoke, Virginia
Effective with receipt of this let-
ter, please take the actions neces-
sary to withhold mail delivery on
Saturdays for Mr. Clark until further
notice.
.5, Post Office
Roanoke, Virginia

Agsociation in Ghana
Thenewlawin Ghana requires all
religious bodies to register again.
We saw fit to come together to form
an association along the lines of the
BSA in the 1.5, We would like to
conduct our assoctation almost the
same way yvou do yours. Please send
by-laws,
K. Aggarkwa-Boansi
Accra-Worth, Ghana

Wants to Reprint Article
There have been some especially
good articles in TSS the past vear.
Une that I would like to reprint in
my little paper is “The Curse of the
Law’ by Brian Jones (June "89), I
have many antinomians on my mail-
ing list and this article iz so well
done that I believe much good could

be accomplished with it

Bob Jantz
Uklahoma City, Oklahoma
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ADS

LLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Cleveland, Ohio. BSA Exec. Dir.
Richard Wiedenheft will be guest
speaker at the Cleveland Church of
God, Sabbath, Januvary 13. Forinfor-
mation, call Bill Phillips, (216) 228-
o631, (1)

Laws to ban tobacco, pornography
and overpopulation. Write Tom
Sawyer, P, O Box 472, Durham, NH
(3824, {1)

Free subacription to The Prophetic
Word Magazine! Learn the prophe-
cies now being fulfilled! Learn the
prophecies for our Tature! Write Box
2442 Abilene, TX T9R04, (2-1)

The Cuarse of Perfectionism. A
free article for Sabbatarians who
wonder if theyv'll make it into the
kingdom. Write Focus On Truth,
Box 45A, Lake Winola, PA 18625,
(12-2)

Truth for Theae Last Davs. Send
stamped envelope for reply to Rem-
nant of Israel, Box 6774-A, Spirit
Lake, IA 51360, (B-2)

A bright, new magazine— YNCA
Light. Good, solid, Biblical articles:
insight into prophecy. Free. Write
YNCA, P.O. Box 50, Kingdom City,
MO 65262, (3-2)

Single Christian Man, age 30,
desires to correspond with single,
Sabbathkeeping ladies apes 20 to
30. Please write to: Box 850991,
Richardson, 75085, [(12-3)

Adventist Church of the Prom-
ise {Messianic), serving northwest
central Flonda, invites vou to weekly
Sabbath services. For information
call (904) 795-1750 or write P.O. Box
2426, Crystal River, IL 32629, (9.0}

Good News Unlimited Meetings
featuring Dr. Desmond Ford. Hen-
dersonville, N, Feb. 2-3: local con-
tact: Alvin K, (B03) BR2-2460. River-
side, CA, Feb. 16: local contact:
Margaret N. (619) 7T49-0471. San
Diegn, CA, Feh, 17, SDB Church,
3441 Clairemont Blvd.: local con-
tact: Margaret N, (619) 749-0471. For
full achedule, write GNU, 11710
Education 5t,, Auburn, CA 95603.
(1,2)

Clasgified ads are available at the rates of
A per word (ncluding each word and each
group of numhbers in the addreas). Copy for
clasgified ads ahauld be aent, along wath pay-
ment, to Tive Hible Sabbath dseociafian, Pair
view, OR 73737, [eadline is the 16th of the
manth for the issue of the sscond subsaguent
matith fegg., April 15 for June issuel,

BSA reserves the right to reject rny copy;
suhlication dees not necesearily imply endor-
pement by The Bible Sabbath Association,

Information and mtes for display advertis-
fng s available on reqaest,

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?#27 |

By all means notify us in |
advance when yvou mowve, If we

- address, the post office charges
. us 30¢ to return it—and you risk
( missing that 1ssue.

gend a Sewrtiven to vour old

M S N

THESABBATH SENTINEL




Do Not Enforce Dogma

Editor’s note: The following is a letter from a Sabbathkeeper to the
editor of a Canadian newspaper. The Ontario government is

inclined to enforce Sunday closing laws in that province. Clipping
submitted by Edward A. Elstone.

The Highland Herald

Dear Editor: At the risk of being
called a heretic, I wish to express my
opposition to those who are
pressuring the government to exert
its political muscles to enforce their
religious dogmas and beliefs upon
the public, regardless of race, color,
or religion, whether it be in regards
to a closed Sunday or prayer and
Bible reading in the public
schools.

Those who use the term that “this
is a Christian country” I find very
debatble, as I understand the term
Christian is one who follows Christ

in all respects.

Christ never sought political
authority to back up His teachings
and to see that they were carried out.
He never resorted to falsehood or
cover-up in His dealings with man-
kind, as we see today that is being
carried on.

The church and the home 1s the
place for religious teaching and
training, or in a church operated
and funded environment, not in a
publicly funded institution.

Sincerely
A.E. Hayward,
South River

Advertisement

Spring Vale Academy

Young people in high school are among those most
receptive to the gospel message and to the modeling of a
Christian lifestyle. Spring Vale Academy is a boarding school
for grades 9-12. In its 41st year, SVA provides a quality
education with a Christian foundation and perspective.

Parents, why not consider Spring Vale for your high
school child? Write or call now for more information.

Spring Vale Academy
4150 S. M-52
Owosso, M1 48867

JANUARY 1990

(617) 725-2391
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IS YOUR
NUMBER
UP?

Your renewal notice comes with every issue!

The 4-digit number on your mailing label gives the year and month

that your subscription expires. For example, if 8907 appears below your
address, July, 1989 is the month of expiration.

Please renew automatically! Don’t miss an issue.

Annual Subscnption .. . 312 (%14 outside U.S))
Membership in BSA (mcludmg Buhscnptmn) ...................................... $20

If you really want to receive Tur Sassari SEnTiNgLbut cannot afford
subseription, let us know your need. The generosity of others enables us
to send out a limited number of “love’ subscriptions.

Now Available 140 new listings

Supplement
to the

Directory of
Sabbath-observing Groups

Now available, a supplement to the sixth edition (1986) of the BSA
directory:

® Over 140 new listings

® More than 85 changes to the 188 listings in the sixth edition

® Includes changes of name, address, phone numbers, and in some cases
leadership

® New listingsinclude name, address, phone numbers, and in some cases
a brief description and leadership information
® Forty pages, some dimensions as the sixth edition

The supplement can be ordered by itself or with the sixth edition.
Supplement only: $2 per copy
Supplement and sixth edition: $7

Please add $1 to order for mailing costs.

The Bible Sabbath Association
RD 1 Box 222
Fairview, Oklahoma 73737
Phone (405) 227-3200




